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THE DUKE OF KENT S LODCE.

rislicd it. (1) I had no desire (o enter llic nparlmcnts ; and

indeed the ajjed ranger, whose occupation was to watch over

its decay, and to prevent its premature destruction hy the

plunder of its fixtures and more durnhlc materials, informed

me tliat the lloors were unsafe. Altogether the scene was

one of a most depressing kind.

A small brook, which had by a skilful hand been led over

several precipitous descents, performed its feats alone and

unobserved, and seemed to murmur out its complaints, as it

hurried over its rocky channel to mingle with the sea -, while

the wind, sighing through the umbrageous wood, appeared

to assume a louder and more melancholy wail, as it swept

through the long vacant passages and deserted saloons, and

escaped in plaintive tones from the broken casements. The

offices, as well as the ornamental buildings, had shared the

same fate as the house. The roofs of all had fallen in, and

mouldered into dust ; the doors, sashes, and floors had disap-

peared j and the walls only, which were in part built of stone,

remained to attest their existence and use. The grounds

exhibited similar effects of neglect, in a climate where the

living wood grows so rapidly, and the dead decays so soon,

as in Nova Scotia. An arbour, which had been constructed

of lattice-work, for the support of a flowering vine, liad fallen,

and was covered with vegetation ^ while its roof alone

remained, supported aloft by limbs of trees that, growing up

near it, had become entangled in its net-work. A Chinese

temple, once a favourite retreat of its owner, as if in con-

scious pride of its preference, had offered a more successful

resistance to the weather, and appeared in tolerable preser-

vation ; w bile one small surviving bell of the numerous ones

that once ornamented it, gave out its solitary and melan-

choly tinkling as it waved in the wind. How sad was its

mimic knell over pleasures that were fled for ever !

The contemplation of this deserted house is not without its

beneficial effect on the mind ^ for it inculcates humility to the

(1) This was ihe case when I was there in 1828 j since llien i)oicli and tree

have I)Olh disappcareii.


