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were next cloor neighbors. Mr. Charlston and
Claras father had been earlv companions of
each other. Their children had 'rrown Up to-
gether, and.had been associateg at the same
school, and although now in unequal circum-
stances, still looked upon each offier as, very
famihar friends. After the death of Mr.

Hazledon, he havin,,cr died whe* n the fam»ly was
young, his wife ýstrug- ed hard against adversity-
to bring up her little ones. But five years after
the death of her first husband -s'he married an-
other, who, unfortunately turned out to be only
a- worthless- and deg-raded fellow. Clara, by her
expertness at needlework, jiad procured a good
situation in a millinerv shop. Her bro'thers all
younger than herself, were alsorespectably em-
ployed.

Frederick and Clara had been p'assionately
fond of each, other wlie'n children,,,.and as they

grew. older their affection became-mo're matured;
and at length the sympathies of their love were'
more firmly united by a marriage engagement,'
t,,he con.summation of which was purposed -to
take place as soon as circumstances would render

ï'tý'«-fàv orably convenient. But the b * a'is of lif'el's
-àture prospects, however substantial, it may bee
14 often undermined by some causual- innova-
tïon; -and the-re is no earthlyhop'e, however

bright its radiance may appear . but is liable to
be darkened by some event that may s-uddènly


