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ProVi“ng the
Water Case

P_resldlﬁﬁ audﬁ’e Sees no Evi-
dence of Collusion In the
?-‘hvot:s Action,

Further - Examination of Chief
Magistrate at Yesterday’s
8ession,

Case Is Practically Concluded
Counsel Deliver Summing-
Up Addresses.:

; (From Saturday’s Daily.)
N.THE report of the proceedings of
the water works™ case in ' yester-
issue a slight . error in
the eyidence of Theo. Lubbe
was inadvertently: made. In. his an-
swer to Mr. Taylor-the witness  stated
Mr. Bberts was solicitor for.the Water
iWeorks Compaty in 1885, and Mr. Pooley
was solicitor after that date, but Messrs..
Bodwell & Irving had charge -of the bill
that was passed by the legislature in
_that year.

day’s

In openiag the case yesterday morning |-

the evideace of Theo. Lubbe in the .ex-
amination tor discoyery was put in .evi-
dénce by Mr. Taylor. L

‘H. Price was then called as a:witness.
In answer to Mr. Taylor he stated, that
he had lived-near Goldstream since 1863
and that Goldstream was within a dis-
tance of tweunty miles from this city. It
was a well-defined water course and he
had never seen it when it was dry. He
had seen’a sawmill in operation.mear
‘Goldstream, but “coyld not say how it
was operated. A ¢

Cross-examined by Mr. Luxton; he’'said
he had' traveled from' Kanaka flats to
the first dam, and on every occasion he
had seén water flowing over the falls.
He had been to the river in sumimer
time, ‘when he was shooting. x

In answer'to a question from Mr. Lux-

~“ton as to why he was -shooting in the
close season, witness stated: that there
were no game laws in those days. He
had seen the falls in 1892 with Theo.
Lubbe and was of the opinion that there
were about 35 to 40 inches going over
the falls. - 23!

Ald. Oddy was the next witness, and
‘Mr. Taylor turned him over to the coun-
sel for the plaintiffs without any exam-
ination. : L R

Mr. Elliott undertook the examination.

Witness said he.did not remember the
letter from Mr. Buntzen to Mayor r-
nard, suggesting a contract. = He cqnld
mot say whether it 'came before the éoun-
cil or not. i &

“The first definite information the coun-
cil had ‘on, the contraet was when it was
produced. at-the council meeting, .. &
"~In regdrd to the monopoly clause he
‘understood that the tramway company
was given theexclusive. right to the wa-
ter for 25 years. After that time other
nrr'angement:h could ibe -madle. s He'dglg‘
mot believe that a monopoly wag. given’
for. 85 years, . - Witness still thoyght the
‘mienopely was to, exist for 25 years and
he could not un‘demtand:_%_j m

e nnde iny other W
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Ot t
: p & 7 h;he‘édidi
‘ot kpow that-there was: a chande’ to
awgp,the; present head: of -water under
‘this agreement. ' 'He did-not know what
the head of water ‘was-nor did he know
that it could ‘be reduced from 650 feet
to 570 feet bv the Esquimalt company.

In answer to a question of how  the
price of water was arrived at ‘witness
stated that Mr. Buntzen represented.that
he could not afford to pay the price which
he was paying to the-Esquimalt com-
pany. |

Mr, Elliott—What did Mayor Bar-
mard say when Mr. Barnard made this

report? 7
e%itness—l do not remember if he said
anything ‘specially, - ~ R
*Mr." Blliott—What information- had
you to show the differenee in figures be-
tween the net and gross revenue?
-« Witness—We had . some information
on the subject. 7 5
Mr. Elliott—Did- Mr. .Buntzen during
‘the ;seven months the negotiations were
being -carried on ever submit any fig-
ures? o ke e
“Witness—He 'made a general state-
‘ment that the company could not stand
the rates that were being charged by
the waterworks company. it
Mr. Elliott—Did Mr. Buntzen explain
that he-paid three-fifths of one cent for
power which was sold for seven cents?”’
Witness said this was not gone into,
. .Mr. Elliott questioned witness as to
swhat was done by the couneil in ' com-
.paring the cost of providing water to
the company and the returns from" the

company. 3
! Vigmess admitted that this was mot
very fully gone into, and no expert ad-
vice was taken-on this.

Mr. Elliott—Was it suggested that tne
cost of power for lighting purposes
should be reduced?

Witness—I think. Ald. Fell made a
suggestion on those lines. ¥

Mr. Elliott—Why was it not put in
the agreement? .

Witness—It was a side issue.

‘Mr. . Elliott—How was the: contract
drawn up? £

Witness—Mr. Buntzen- attended sev-
eral meetings and the council had tried
to get the best price possible.

Mr. Elliott—Whe for?

Witness—For the city.

‘Mr. Elliott—Were there any changes
made in the contract so as to make it
apn';aar a good bargain to the ratepay-
ers

Witness—The changes were not made
on_that account. ;

Mr. Elliott—What changes did May-
or Barnard suggest?

Witness did not remember any one
special alteration, but Mayor Barnard
did’ not have any more to say about the
changes than any other of the alder-
amen.

Mr. -Elliott—Was the agreement . not
practically drawn up by Mayor Barnard
and Ald. Fell? - : .

Witness—No, sir.

Mr. Elliott—Can you show any chang-
es that weére not made /by Mayor. Bar-
nard or Ald. Fell? -

‘Witness could uot. :

Mr. BElliott—Was it not the order of
business that Mayor Barnard would read
the clause and Ald. Fell make any objec-
tiops that were to be made?

Witness—Ns.

Mr. Tavlor then stated that the case
Aor the city was closed, unless the olain-
tiffs desired to cross-examine amy of the
aldermen. 3

Ex-Ald, Vinecent wwas called and* was
requested by Mr. Elliott to explain the
monopoly clause in the contract between
thé city and the tramway company. "

‘Witness stated that he always wunder-
stood that the city was bound for
years, and -after that: they could .sell to
whom they pleased. * . 5

Mr. Elliott—What do you understand
by the present and effective head of sup-

y?  Was it explained to you: that
there were two heads of water at Gold-
stream? N

» Witness—There -were a great number
of meetings and it would be very hard
to say what was explained and what
was not. i .\

Mr. Elliott—Was it explained to you
that the tram company was getting about
15 per cent. more water by the c¢hange
of heads?

‘Witness did not expect to get as rood
a contract as the waterworks company
had but he knew that the city was giv-
ing the tram company water fot several
thousand dolars less than the water-
works company was.

Mr. Taylor—Did you know that they
had a machine at Goldstream to regulate
the head of sunply?

Witness—No, -

Mr. Taylor—Would it have made any
difference to vou'if the tram company
were getting water for 15 per cent. less
than they were paying the waterworks
company ?

Witness—Not in the slightest.

Witness stated that he did_ not 'go
much on the contract, as he did not ex-
pect to have it passed.

Ex-Ald. J. L. Beckwith was the next
witness. Im reply to Mr. Elliott he ex-
plained’ that -he thought he understood
the contract at the time it passed rela-
tive to the monopoly clanse. There
might be technicalities which he did not
understadd.  He thought the tramway
company had an exclusive right for 25
years. After that the city could sell.to
anyone, anat was the generally ex-
pressed opinion* by the .council.

Mr. Elliott—Was it explained to you
about the different heads of-supply.

Witness did“not Temember.

‘Mr. Elliott—Do you remember any-
thing being ‘said about the reduction’ of
the charges for-lighting.

- “‘Witness did not. R
_Ald. Stewart was next-called, and -in
in answer to Mr. Elliott he stated that
he wunderstood that at the end of - 25
years the citv would be free to supply
water to anyone who desired to- purch-
ase,

aldermen understand.it that way?

Witness did not know for sure, but
he had mot heard them: express any oth-
€r opinion.

‘Mr. Hiliott—What did you understand
-about the head-of water? "~ .

- Witness understood that they had to
shpply .the tram company with a head
of 570 feet, which was the same as in
theMoId cé)ﬁtract.‘ ) 5

A iott—State ‘the procedure of
the meetinm the 'changes were
made in the contract, !

Witness—The agreement had been
altered so much that it was withdrawn
and a new one putin. It was very hard
to follow the discussion, but all the al-
dermen thought that they were getting
the best bargain for the city.

Mr. Elliott—Were all the alterations
made by Mavor Barnard and Ald. Fell
‘without. any objections from the other
aldermen? g

Witness—There ‘were objections made
by nearly all the aldermien.

Mr. Elliott—Was there any ' under-
standing about the light being reduced ?
Witness—Some of the:aldermen - tried

ceed: :

nd Mr. Bodwell began his address. In
-118.openin~ remarks he stated that there’
were several points which he . did: not
consider relevant, .while there  was, a
great deal that was relevant. On ac-
count..of .this he ‘would have to take a
verv wide range in the discussion, but
he would try to confine himself as much
48 possible to the facts of the case. There
were a few remarks, however, that he
desired to clear up before proceeding. It
Was his contention 'that ‘the i
EwW ; wb@ks"Com#any-‘ @id-not ha
-pawet. to-surnly w
¢ purpeses. ' “The: waterworks 'act
as almost’ identical ‘with - the Vietoria
Watersact .of 1863,
Apnear. that the government intended to
give the ratenayers water for domestic
purposes only. They do not indicate
anything in.the act that intended it for
anything. else than to supply the city
Wwith water for domestic uses. The Rs-
‘quimalt company, was given power
distribute water. to the squimalt peuin-
sila and all along the pipe line, Al
though section 10 was not very clear, he
thought this was the object. "He would
[have preferred to have interpreted’ it as
confining the company to the Esquimalt
Peninsuls,

His lordship wanted to know if the

comnany would be eoufined to distribut-
ing water along the pipe tine.
. Mr. Bodwell said that more than one
pipe line could be built, and he suppos-
ed it might be ddmitted that the com-
pany ‘could distribute water from Gold-
stream. ,

The, “legislature not having in view
the supplyine of° water for ‘power pur-
poses, provision was not made to safe-
guard the interests of - ‘the people- for
whose benefit the water was obtained.

It was under this that Mr. Peters.con-
tended that the-water below the power
house was the pronerty of the- company,
because . the company appropriated it
above the power house,

He took it that a fair understanding
of . section 10 was, that the Esquimalt
Water Company had the right to sup-
ply the residents of Esquimalt and the
peninsula and along the pipe line from
the souree, but it did not state anything
about those who were not on the line,
This . being the contention, very.large
powers were held to have been given
by the legislature, and the charter was
a very broad one. The legislature
would not give ‘powers like this with-
out placing restrictions on it. Various
actss had been, passed by the legislature
dating from 1392, in which the rights for
domestic purposes and for water pur-
poses were. kept distinct. . This applied
to acts affecting Nelson, Kaslo and oth-
er cities and power companies.” The leg-
islature showed that by waterworks was
meant the providing of water for domes-
tic purposes, and where power companies
were given powers it was.. clearly set
out that that was the purpose. -

His lordshin pointed out that it was
not set out by the plaintiff company
that they could sell power. They sold
the water,

Continuing, Mr. Bodwell said that
there was nothing in the act to show
that the supnlv of water for power pur-
pPoses was intended. He contended
that there was a difference between a
bower company and a water company,
and instanced the case in Nelson, where
there was a power company and a water
comrany. 2

Mr. Bodwell wanted to know if the
comnanv havin~ the duty imposed upon
it by the act of regulating the consump-
tion of water could shut its eyes to an
applicant for a millfon of._gallons and
give nio attention to whether it was used
for domestic purposes or for power pur-
poses. 7

The next point was whether the city
of Victoria in 1892 gave up any of its
rights on account of a contract having
bheen entered into between the city and
the. company relative to supplying wa-
ter t to_the city.  The Esquimalt com-
pany brougnt in its act expectin mo
oppesition. - The  city of Vietoria put
‘up a strong opposition, however, Mr.
Lubbe accepted, rather than lose his
bill, prdvisions which were put in. In
that bill the requirement was made that
the ‘Ksquimalt company  should furnish
water to the city. In addition to that
the Hsquimalt act contained a clause
that the city forfeited:any of the powers
given the city under the act of 1873, The
subsequent.amending act of 1892 of the

Ve e

citv re-enacted that the city mieht  go
anywhere within {wenty miles to obtain

Mr. Elliott—Did the 'balance of the

to get: that. put in but they did aot sue- Thy
. This closed, the *tak‘ingt of . evidence,

Esquimalt.
ater forrother than:de-

From this it would:

to |

a water supnly.

He ‘contended that if the  water
clauses act did not apply the city could
take water within. twenty miles, com-
pensating any vested interests. If the
water were taken from the power house
at Goldstream the city did.not interfere
with the plaintiff .company, and there
was no compensation required to be paid.
If the city went above the power house
compensation was necessary.

Connensation in any event could only
be for loss at the time of the obtaining
of the record by the city.. After that
time the company’s interests were sub-
servient to the city’s rights.

A Jong argument then took place over
the writ which the plaintiffs had ap-
plied omn, after which an adjournment was
taken for lanch.

Afternoon Session

On resuming after lunch Mr. Bodwell
still continued his arguments.. He stat-
ed that the writ asked for a decision on
the company’s rights, . He desired that
all the questions that were involved and
which' it -would be: necessary to settle
should be discussed at the time. The
only question that had not apparently
been asked was that for expropriation.
On referring to the statement of claim
Mr. Bodwell stated what they would have
to deal with, besides, there are a few
points which the city are desirous of
having cleared up-at the earliest possi-
ble moment, These remarks from Mr.
Bodwell brought forth the following re-
ply from “the-court: - i A8

The Court—The point to which it
is ‘necessary ‘' ‘for Mr. “Peters ‘to. car-
ry  his case ‘has  not even ‘been
appreached in- ‘the ‘evidence  that
has- been given. Of “course .a great
dea] -has been said in: the course-of the
evidence that naturally might give rise
fo a certain amount of desire to discuss
it, and so on; but so far as the action it-
self it concerned, I am quite unable te
see that Mr. Peters has—well, I was go-
ing to say, began to make a beginning,
He certainly has not got mich further
than that, according to my view of it.

Mr. Bodwell—Then I will.not take
that up. ;

The 'Court—In order to establish that
case it would be necessary, it seems to
me, for .um to show this, : that :the
municipality was simply making itself an
instrument—was abusing its powers,- for
the purpose of gaining a benefit for the
B. .C. Electric Company. - Well, .on
the evidence (assuming that to .be not
completely’ disposed if) it would be mere
speculation to say that that might be the
result of the evidence. - And I am bound
to say that my. view of the evidence is
that there is simiply no ground for the
assertion at all. &

Mr, Bodwell—Of course; Mr. Barnard
feels that ver~ serious reflections were
made upon him in my learned friend’s
opening. - We are counfident in asking
your lordship to say, if you think it s
necessary for a decision, and otherwise
argue on the evidence, that there has
not been a reasonable ground: advanced
for any of the suggestions that were
made in the opening. There is nothing
in the evidence, ‘I sgbrmit, that will jus-
tify the suggestions that were made.
Phe aldermen were acting to. the best
of their ability in the interests of the eity
and it is an open question, which I
| would be ready to.argue, whether or ot
‘thev tould bind. it, A0 .

... The Couit—It is;" perhaps, not = quite
right that'I should make a sweeping as-
sertion, without hearing the other side,
at all. I have mot really heard Mr.
Peters’ argument on the evidence and
I do not want to foreclose any argument
on his part.  But I may Say;my;view
of the evidence is that the evidence does

~charge pf
Cotitinuilie,
there was no contradiction of the fact
that Goldstream was .a well-defined wa-
ter course. But in the opening of the
case hy the counsel for the plaintiff they
‘had stated tnat the water was artificial,
as the/water -Had heen made by them.
From his point of yiew; this was not ar-
tificial but nataral watér flowin down
a natural water course.

His lordship pointed out that the com-
gan{ claimed that it was artificial water
by the fact that they stored it at the
reservoir ‘in order ‘'that it would supply
the company to furnish power to the elec-
tric company.

Mr. Bodwell stated that as regards the
water that is accumulated, it is theirs
till it reaches its natural water- course.
No point will be made by the company
in calling it artificial, as it ‘was not, and
could only. be. stored by them, and then
it would. return' to its ‘natural course.
It has already been said in evidence tnat
the water is let go after they are finished
with it and flows on into the sea. From
the water act it is to be taken that a per-
son has the right to store water, but
after they are finished with it and let it
go they have no more control over it.
It will be necessary for the company,
said Mr. Bodwell, to prove that it - is
its' property’ through ‘which the ‘water
flows, and unless it does so it has mno
case. The questlon then arises, has the
legislature given the ‘water company the
power to claim this or not. = The .com-
pany is not bound to supply the city, and
whenever the city -applies for the water
that ‘the corhpany is holding for them

should hold: it. = It is mot within the
scope of the act that the city gives the
water to them, and it may never become
the purpose of -the company to supply
the city, and if the city was to apply for
@ record and then call upon the company
to supply tue city it would absolve the
company from any further agreement.
The company can only get the power to
take the water till the city requires it,
and that time has now come, and if the
city wants to take over the improve-
ments it will have to pay for them,

The Court—Your contention is - that
the company was to appropriate and hold
as long as the city did not require the
watet ?

‘Mr. Bodwell stated that in-1897 the
government had passed an act which
made all water that was mot being used
fora beneficial purpose the possession of
the government. If there was any doubt
on the question it must be in favor of
the city. The argument was still be-
ing continued when an adjournment was
taken till this morning at 11 o’clock.

RETIREMENT HONORS.

London, Dec. 8—Ap additional Nst
of honors usually conferred on the rve-
tirement of the government was issued
tonight and includes former cabinét
ministers and members of the House .f
Commons - whose political services ara
recognized. The press is honored in
the ;l)lerson of Sir Alfred Chas. Harms-
‘wort!
Mitchael - Hicks‘Beach, -former chancel-
lor of the exchequer and Baron Trei:
gar  are also made viscounts.. Among
the barons are 'C. T, Ritchie who was
chancellor of the exchequer in :the ear-
ly part of the Balfour administrati.
Sir W. H. Walrond chancellor -of . the
Duchy of Lancaster; Sir Henry Meyser
Thompson, M. P, Edmond Beckett al-
ser, M. P.,~and Wm: H. Grenfell, . M.
P.” Those elevated to membership:in the
privy council includes Sir Henry Car-
son, the retiring solicitor general; €. W,
Cavendish, M. P., Sir Chas. Dalymnpie,

..‘P.; and Lieut Col. Rjchard Mar
dock Wood, M. P.; John Henneker Hea-
ton, M. P.; “father of the imperial pen-
ny postage’”’ is made a knight comman-
der of the Order of St. Michael and St.
George in recognition of his services for

postal reform. £

not discloge auy;gm;l‘.nd whatever for
ith. " "
}‘ &l sTate® that

it-is'no longer required that the company [

who is. createl -a .viscount. . Sir. |

Russia Gains
- Brief Respite

Prospéctive Gollqpse .of Tele-
graphers’ Strike Restores
Confidence In Future,

Laharers Wiil Now Concentrate
on Supreme. Effort Next
Month,

B

Feeling Growing That M Witte
Has Now Qutlived His
Usefulness.

T.. PETERSBURG; -Dec. 7.—(Via
Eydthkunen; ' De¢. 8)—A much
more optimistic - feeling : prevails
in government circles .at the

prospect ‘of a complete collapse of the

postal and' telegfaph strike and the
definite ‘passageé of the danger that it
might ‘be complicated by an immediate
general strike throughout the empire.
The “workmen’s council ‘and the rail-
road ‘men’s ‘affiliated ‘organizations this
afterrioon’” came*to a -fihal’‘decision that
it ‘would not be wise to employ the
supreme fighting tool except to achieve
the highest:political ‘aims, and to re-
serve ‘all their.strength for the great
struggle projected@ for the middle of

January. ‘In the’ meantime they will

devote their energies to.perfecting and

extending their ‘organizations and to
the accumulation of -their resourees.

Without the support of aliles, with. the

meagre fund of.$10,600 exhausted and

with many reluctant:. ‘and poverty-
stricken meémbers returning to work,
the leaders vof "ythe .strikers’ unions
realize that they cannot hold out any

i
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the troops and to
The Temper of the Soldiers

Military commanders have secretly
notified the owners that it is doubtful
whether the troops will fire on  the
peasants if the soldiers are split and
in small detachments and sent to the
couyntry; it is likely that they will
make common cause with the peasants
tand murder their officers.

The commander of the fortress at
Brest has notfied all the land owners
in his jurisdiction that they  must
make such provision as they can for
their own safety. Owing to the situ-
ation, the governors of the provinces
are authorizing the increase of the
village police and the arming of the
policemen.

Revolting stories of the savagery of
the peasants which are now coming in
give only a faint idea of what the
world would witness should a wide-
spread rising of : ¢he peasants  take
place. .Ordinarily docile, the mujik,
when his passions are inflamed, is like
a wild beast and frequently turns upon
those he loves best.

The employees of the Singer Sewing
Machine Company, numbering 2,000,
are forming ‘a union with the object
of - securing better pay and. shorter
hours.

The newly: formed Amalgamated
Workmen’s  Assoclation of Moscow
now numbers 80,000.

The Russ today .prints a rumor that
Count Witte has tendered his resig-
nation to the Emperor and -that . he
would "be succeeded by General Count
Alexis Ignatieff. This rumor is un-
~true. L

STOLE $30,000 WORTH.

Safe’ Blowers at Spokane ‘Secured ‘a|.

Large Amount of Securities.

Spokane, Dec. 7—It is asserted that
$30,000 worth of .non-negotiable secur-
ities were stolen from the store of the
Coey Mercantile Company at Rock-
ford by three safe-blowers who made
a raid early Tuesday morning, as al-
ready reported 'in - the  despatches.
They also got about $2,100 cash. ' So
far as known, no clue to the robbers
has ‘been foungd. §
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: Defeat of Le R

oi
Amalgamation

London; Dec. 8—At a stormy

000000000000 000

'

~=' Friday, December 22, but it is not

-the vote.of shareholders. :

3
$

" “<the amalgamation plan of the Le Roi Mining Company was def'eatnd
by a ‘large show of hands; only four favoring the directors’ p'ohcy.

By a large '@Qfority A.J. McMillan was voted to the board in place

of C. 8. Waterlow, who sought re-

“‘nerdale<and Wilson were also voted to the board. 1

chairman, demanded a poll by proxies, ‘which "are.to be sent in on

“ ' M#fi McMi#lan created 'a sensation by stating that h_o had been,
" ‘offered  £15,000 to give his services towards consummating amalga-

2000000000009 608000000000000000802000

meefing ‘to‘day of 500 shareholders,

Messrs. Drayton, Dun-
Sir Henry Tyler,

election.

believed that the proxies will alter

L] 00000000000000000000 D000QCOS

longer- At ‘the-same time it is re-
ported- that even:in .defeat they.
Hive Won a F:a;_tigl‘ Victory -

in the promise t their .salaries,
swhich alr;)e: on -a . very . low stale, will
be . increased . by. fhe addition of
$260,000 - for salarfes to the budget.
None of their political demands, how-
ever, haye heen . ted. . But even
after the strike is formally abandoned
it is-likely that several days will
elapse before telegraph service will
be completely resumed, as the wires
and poles in many localities have been
destroyed. This is true of the land
connections of cable . companies both
in Russia and Finland.

The bourse today responded prompt-
ly to the better outlook for a settle-
ment of the postal and telegraph strike
and the recovery of Russians on the
foreign bourse Tuésday. Industrials
became steadier @hd imperial fours
advanced to 77.

A period of comparative calm may
now supervene and. both sides will use
it in preparations. for the January
struggle. In a fortnight heavy snows
are likely to put an end to the reign
of pillage, arson and mu;der in the
country; .and the Iull will give the
government a - chance to accomplish
something  tangible. and the sober-
minded an opportunity to reflect. The
latter, however, hardly will enter into
the equation. .

With an eye to the future, the gov-
ernment is making a great effort to
relieve the discontent in the army'by
removing the causes of complaint.
The sum of $18,500,000 has been added
to the military budget for the improve-
ment of i

The Soldiers’ Food and Clothing

Though the Moscow zemstvoists -say
they are ready to support Premier
Witté on ‘the condition® laid down in
the resolutions of the -congress, M.
Petrokenvitch believes that “the idea
of co-operation is now too late, and
that the only salvation for the move-
ment is the retirement of the whole
‘Witte ministry and’its replacement by
a ministry having the confidence of the
people.” M. Petrokenvitch, who him-
self is credited with harboring the
ambition to succeed Count Witte as
premier, modestly ‘declined to suggest
a proper man when questioned on the
subject, saying that was the preroga-
tive of the sovereign. He emphasized
the opinion, however, that a real lib-
eral ministry would instantly change
the situation and rally to its support
not only the zemstvoists but: the con-
stitutional democrats in general.

The union of all Russian people,
formed of the reactionary organization
which participated in the landlords’
congress at  Moscow, is displaying
great activity in founding branches to
resist the revolution and is

Arming to Fight the Strikers

In St. Petersburg 3,000 persons have
beerr enrolled and. thé city has been
divided " into districts, each union a
leader. - The result is sure to be
street fights in the event of a general
strike. The union has drawn up an
address to the Emperor in favor of
the maintenance of the autocracy, and
imploring His Majesty: to grant only
consultative functions 'to the national
assembly, and not to take the. great
step of abdicating the autocratic power
without following the -traditions of his
ancestors and consulting with all the
.estates convened in the zemstvos and
4 zemstvo platform désigned for - se-
curing adherence of the peasants, two
of:its planks to be restoration of order
and-more land for the peasants, found-
-ed on a scheme not only . for the divi-
sion of the crown .lands, but on.the
appropriation of a portion of the pri-
vate Iands in densely populated dis-
tricts. ; ;

In: many regions of Russia the local
authorities are. unable to protect the
estates, both: owing:to insufficiency of

Did Harriman

Ryan Declines to Tell Menace ,

Used by Unlon Pacific
President,”

Jerome Wil Be Asked to Prose-
cute the Recalcitrant
Witness.

EW YORK, Dec. 8.—The legisla-
tive committee, which ds inves-
tigating life imsurance conditions
today determined to. semd to

District Attorney Wm. T. Jerome a ro-
quest that -he institute proceedings
against Thos.' F. Ryan, financier and
owner of the majority of the stock of
the Equitable Life Assurance socfety,
to punish Mr. Ryan for refusing to ans-
wer when asked what E. H. Harriman,
president of the. Union Pacific ani
Southern Pacific Railway Companies
bad said to him when Mr. Harriman
tried to dnduce him to share his con
trol of the Equitable Society with Mr.
Harriman.

Mr. uiyan was asked whether Mr.
Harriman had threatened that results
disastrous to' Mr. Ryan’s interests would
follow his refusal and if Mr. Harrimaa
had. told him that some action would

| be taken by the state legislature or any

office of the government mmless Mr.
lfll.yran consented to share his stock with
him.

Acting on the advice of his Attorney
Paul Cravath, Mr. Ryan declined to ans-
wer those gquestions, although Senator
Armstrong, chairman of the committee
directed him to do so. Mr. Ryan, how-
ever, did answer ome question by say-
ing that Mr. Harriman did not tell’ lim
at that time there would be m- legisia-
tive investigation of .the life imsurance

inéss unless e gave up pamt of the
Hyde stock.
Mr. Ryan’s Testimony

Mr., Ryan  already had testified that
he secured eomtrol of the Bquitable o
ciety by paying James H.' Hyde $2,-
500,000 for 502 shares of the total 1,-
000 shares of the society.

“After you had bought that stock,
was there any proposition to share wich
you?” asked Chas. E. Hughes, counsel
for the committee.

“Am 1 obliged to answer that ques-
tion?” asked Mr. Ryan.
ought, Mr. Ryan,” said Mr. Hughes.

‘“Mr..B. H. Harriman desired to share
the purchase with mre, and I refused to
permit that,” replied Mr. Ryan.

Mr. . Ryan said that he thought Mr.
Harriman made his request on the lay
that Mr. Ryan bought ‘the stock and
before the purchese was publicly an-
nounced. )

“What did Mr. Harriman tell to you
to influence you to make-the sale?”

“I do @mot think, Mr. Hughes, I'ougiht
to be called upon to answer a gquestion
like that—to characterize or state a con-
versation I thad privately with Mr.
Hamiman,” spid Mr. Ryan.

Myr. Cravath interrupted by saying
to the chairman “I feel bound to -ay
to my client, Mr. Rygn, that 'while he
should testify most fully to what he d'd
and what he planmed to do, he canmbt,
unless . he chooses to.do 8o yoluntar'y,
be required to attempt to sthte conver-
sations which Mr. Harniman or any oth-
er man had with, him.”

To 'this Mr. Hughes replied: “I deem
the matter important in two. mspects.
In the first place, that the committee
may understand the motives. which have
actuated who dedire to. ebtain

“I think yomu |.

company and the proceedings which may
be takenm to acquive it, and, secondly,
that we may know whether there.ds any
truth in the-report thatithere was any.
suggestion that . the life insurance: con-
dl‘tions_in—;'&ﬁs staté would be investi-
gated “if. Mr."Ryan did not aceede to
Mr. Heérriman's request. I thimk thar
we should Bave full’light upon the trans-

feel that ‘be can do another public sér-
vice by wmdvising the committee fully.”
Mr. Cravath said@ that Mr. Ryan

that he wa8. mot required to state whut
Mr. Harriman said to him in private
conversaition, ¢ 22

“Mr. Ryan,” eaid Semator Armistions,
*“The - committee directs you to answer
the gquestion.”

The following colloguy ensued:

Mr, Ryan—“I" will answer it so far
as %o state that I refused to share tle
purchase with Mr. Harriman.”

“What did Mr. Harriman say to you
in commection with the matter?”’

Mr. Cravath—“My advice is that you
are mot required to answer that ques-
tiom.”

The Unairman—“Do you refuse?”’

Mr.-Ryan—*“I refuse to answer on the
advice 6f counsel.”

“Did *Mr. Harrison say that there
would be any result injuricus to your
interest 1in oase you mrefused to admit
him to share in the ownership ?”

Mr.: Cravath-—*“I give you the samse
advice,” Mr. Rydn, that you are not re-
quid to answér that quetion.” ~

Mt. Ryan—‘“Same answer.

At the order of Senator Armstrong
the ‘last two questions were pepeatad
to Mr. Ryan, who again refused ‘n
a‘n‘swe‘r,”saying e did so ‘““on advice of
counsgl,

Mr. Hughes then asked - the .follow-
ing question: “Did Mr. Harriman say
to you fthvé.re would be am investigation
by a committee of the legislature, or that
steps. - would be taken to have an inves-
tigation by a commitbee’ of the legisla-
ture of either house of any condition or
insurance companies, if you did not per-
mit hini to share the owmnership ?”’

M -Oravath—“The same advice,”
Mz Ryan—“He did ‘mot say -thatg”

“Now did he say that any action on
the Dart of the legislature or any officia;
or officer of the government would be
taken. in the event you - refued to ac-
cedeito his Tequest?”’

Mr:. Cravath—“I. advise you .mot to
answer on the same grounds.”

“'Now,,er. Ryam, I think you will he

. free to say what yo id te
Mr. Harriman?”? . i T

Mr. Ryan—“Well, I told Mr. Hari-
man I wanted to be free and did not
‘want amy partners’in”the tramsaction.’”

“Did_you tell him why?’ . i

Mr. Ryan—“My principal reason wa+
that I wanted to make this trust deed
in my own way.”

“Did you tell him that?”

Mr, Ryan—*I did.” ‘

“What did he say to you??

Mz, Cravath—“I advise'that you are
mot ‘required to answer, Mr. Ryan.”

M. Ryan—“The same answer, Moz,
Chairnyan.” SR T A

The Chairman “Mr. Ryan, the com-
mitteedoes net want you to think that
;:rr is Seeking ‘to be officious in the mat-

Mr. Ryan=T-koow that.” .. .
The' Chairman—“It" thinks: You per-
Qormpd a great public service and only
sg'akl'l,l«g to gét you to complets thiat: sec-
_Vice.
.. Mr. Rya

et et

ets you $6° atisver f
is ‘asked in wegard ‘to what Mr. Hor-
riman’ said to you. Do you still re-
“fuse?”

Mr. Ryan—~“T still
counsael.”

Strained Relations With Harriman

In wreply to further questions bearing-
on this subject, Mr. Ryan said the re.
lations between Mr. Harriman and *him-
self were quite strained for several days
and that the upshot of several intr-
views between the two men was that
Mr. Ryan told Mr. Harriman that he
intended: to carry out his original plan.
regardless of what he or anyone else
might do.

“Mr. Harriman would have taken any
part of the stock which he could have
&ot,” said Mr. Ryan,

The witness again declined to iams-
Wer when "he was asked 'if Mr. Has-
timan offe'r_ed t0 put any share that he
might get into the trust which was aft
erward created by Mr. Ryan.

Neither Mr, Hughes mor the members
of the committee insisted any. funther
upon answers on ithis subjeet, but askad
Mr. Ryan about other matters. Later
in . the day, however,  Senator Arm-
strong.- made anpouncement
committee ‘had: determined to transmit
a cemtlﬁed_eop_v of Mr. Ryan’s testi-
mony to District” Attorney Jerome, with
& request that proceedings be institut ~d
‘by him to pumish Mr. Ryan for refusinz
to ‘answer questions. 5

refuse on advice ot

—_——
MR. MARTIN RESIGNS.

Retires from Position of Counsel for
City of Vancouver.

. Mr. Joseph Martin, counsel for the
city, has tendered his resignation and
asks to be relieved of his duties as soon
as possible, and at the furthest by the
end of-the month, says the Vancouver
News-Advertiser. It was stated a few
days ago that Mr. Martin might - take
this step, but his reasons for doing so
have not yet been made public, ' Further
than  confirming - his letter to the city
cler!z he has nothing to say. -

Since. Mr.! Martin’s appointment . sev-
eral months ago.the question has been
asked in the city: eouncil on more than
one occasion if he had relinquished his
position as solicitor for the Great Nor-
thern. Onlv in the last meeting, Ald.
Morton propounded the interrogation,
and in reply the mayor stated that Mr.
Martin  had given the assurance that
the only railway matter he was now
dealing with was transfers of land.
There are.many speculations as to
who his successor will be. When Mr.
Martin- was -annointed Mr. Fred Wade,
K. C., had some supporters in -the city
council,: and would have accepted the
Dosition, and now that there is a va-
cancy it is reported that he will stand
a very good show. A number of others
have been mentioned in this connection,
 but some of these have company affilia-
tions w'hgch may prevent them accepting
the position if it were offered .them.

sl ae o
PAT CROWE ACQUITTED.

Kidnapper of Millionaire Cudahy’s Son
Goes Free.

- Omaha, - Neb., Dec. 7.—Pat Crowe,
.who, has been on trial on a charge .of
shooting with intent to kill Officer. Al-
‘bert Jackson on September 6, was to-
night acquitted. Trowe was. remanded
to jail to await tfial en the charge -of
highway robbery in connection with the
alleged kidnaping five years ago of Eddy
Cudahy, son of E. A Cudahy, the mili-
ionaire vacker. There was 1o law cov-
ering kinunaping at the ‘time-the alleged
crime was committed, and for that rea-
son a_highway robbery charge has been

control of the stock of an insurance
2 »

3

placed against Cr6we.

action amd I hope that Mr. Ryam wiil

would testify fréely as to the facts,.but |

J Lthe,
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8erah Bernhardt Extends the
Glad Hand to Sir Wilfrid
Laurler, -

i

Lord Rothschild Jolns the Dir
ectorate of the Grand
Trunk.

B

The Canedlan Drug Merger Has
Been Completed—Politics
in 8askatchewan,

TTAWA, Dec. 8.—Madame
hardt has taken hack
about Sir Wilfrid aud has given
him the glad hand. The divine

Sarah sent the following reply fo Pre.
mier Laurier: “Ottawa, Dec. 7.1 thank
you, sir, and 1 wish ‘to repeat to you
that no representative of L’Evenmept’
was present at the interview, which was
most friendly. I said Canada had Be.
come a great financial country and that
agriculture had made immense progress,
but I saw neither great artist, nor great
sculptor, nor great litterateur., Yoa do
not doubt but the cowardly attack is the
result of fanaticism and has nothing to
do with patriotism. I shake your hand,
(Signed\ Sarah Bernhardt.”
Another Land Grab Scented

There were many inquiries at the de-
partment of the interior today as to the
truth of the report from Winnipeg tuat
the government had sold a million - acres
of land to the , Saskatchewan Valley
Land Company. - Some three years ago
the Dominion authorities “sold 250.0(0)
acres to this company at a dollar an acre
under eircumstances which led to a rigid
parliaffentarv inquiry. It was well
known _that two gentlemen who have
fmce come into parliament from the
Northwest as supporters of Sir Wilfrid
Lau;;er were actively engaged in the for-
mation of this company and that the en-
tire energies of immigration officials a;
\Vipnipeg were being bent towards lo-
cating immigrants on the land of the Sas-
katchewan company. Mr. - Cory, the
deputy minister, was also askea by your
correspondent as to the truth of the Win-
nipeg report, but he said he had no-in-
formation to give-on the subject.
e How the Money Goes ;

Although there is -nominally a surplus
of $6,000,000 for the five months of the
curgent' fiscal vear, the expenditure.is go-
ing up bv leaps and bounds, being al-
ready $3,000,000 in.exeess of last year.
Teday was ‘a holiday in the public
departments,
., It is renorted that Mr. Aylesworth is
inclined to resign owing to the newspa-
per attacks unon him. Before joining
the ministry, his friends say, he exacted
a pledge from Sir Wilfrid ‘Laurier that
he might be :allowed to practice his pro-
ifession. ; !
““'Quebec, Dec. 8:<The story -published
by the L’Evenment that Madame Bern-
.hardt had cast aspersions on French-
‘Canadians, which was responsible for
the hoodlums assaulting the company
'with rotten eggs; is denied by Mzr. Bar-
etary of the Auditorium, wlho
was present at an alleged interview with
Madame Bernhardt.. . Mr. Barthe says:
“L’Hvenment was not represented at the
interview and the report in that paper
was pure hearsay and gossip, fancifully
magnified on its roundabout travel around
the city from the Chateau Frontenac ho-
tel to the editorial rooms of the paper.”
Rothschild a Director

Montreal, Dec. 8.—Lord Rothschild, of
London. has been appointed to the direc-
torate of the Grand Trunk railway in
place of the late T. J. Sergeant, former
general manager ‘of the company.

The organization. of the Canadian
wholesale drus merger was completed
at a meeting in-the Windsor hotel last
night. The Nationai Drug & Chemi-
cal Co., Ltd., is the title of the combine,
which will have a capital of $6,000,000.
D* W. Bole, M. P., is president, and J.
W. Knox, Montreal, vice-president: -C.
W. Tinline. Hamilton, treasurer: James
Mattinson. London, secretary. The com-
bine comprises sixteen firms, including
Messrs. Henderson Bros., Vancouver and
Victoria.  Montreal, St. John, Halifax,
Kingston? ioronto, Hamilton. London
and Winnipee firms are also included in
the list. 2
Ontario Farmer's Fearful Deeds

Shelbourne, Dec. 8.—Jas. Coulter, a
farmer living in the northern part of
Melancthon. about ten miles from here,
last nicht murdered his wife, daughter
and son and then committed suicide. Dr.
Moore, of siorning Mills, who was called
to the scene of the murder, is of the opin-
ion that the murder was committed
about 1:p. m. yesterday. ' Mrs. Coulter
and her daughter were anparently wash-
ing-dishes at the time. The wife, daugh-
ter and son are supposed to have been
murdered with an axe. The daughter
and son were alive but unconscious when
the doctor reached the house, but: both
died durine the afternoon.  Neither of
them were able to give any information
before death.

Lockmaster’s Fatal Fall

. Thorold,. Ont., Dec. 8—Thomas Cow-
an, lockmaster of the ‘Welland canal,
while walking along the coping at an
early ‘hour ,this  morning, slipped and
fell into the ‘lock, his head striking a
gate killing him instantlq, mm
gate, killing him instantly.

A Precocious Province
Regina, Dec. 8. —The election in Sas-
katchewan is being waged bitterly by
both . sides. Premier Scott today had
a warrant issued for the arrest of Kdi-
tor Mclnnis of the Regina Standard on
a charge ofiperjury in connection with a
statement issued bv the latter gentlemau
yesterday to the effect that Scott’ had
endeavored to bribe him.

A Moving the Wheat Crop

Fort William, Dec. 8—Fifteen- steam-
ers are. in the river tonight loading
grain or flour for their final trip of
the season. ' At'no other time during
navigation has there been such a large
number of leviathans in_ port at. one
time. The grain-carrying capacity of
the steamships amounts to 2,500,000
bushels, In addition to the above,
steamers wo carry another half mjlion
bushels arc éxpected to arrive within
the next few days. A rough “esti-
mate brings the total up to 3,000,000
bushels that will be taken from. the
head of the lakes béfore navigation
closes.

Bern.
all she said
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KOREAN CONSPIRACY.

Méeting of Plotters to "Assassinate tHe
-~Ministers Surprised by Japanese.

pondent’ of thé* Daily Telegraph reports
that a secret-meeting at -Chinampho of
the leaders of a conspiracy to assassinate
all the Korean ministers who signed the
treaty with Japan was surprised by Jap-

anese trogps who arrested- ten of the
conspirators. . ... . :

. London, Des. T.—The Tokio correse!
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