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liât of land owners In the valley were TURBINE STEAMER VICTORIAN.
submitted to an impartial tribunal, it I ____
would be found that the term “ land Allan Una's New Packet Sets Great 
speculator" would not convey the sense Send-off at Liverpool,
implied in crltclsms passed in reference 
thereto. Liverpool,-March 23.—The Allan Une

The premier observed that it had turbine steamer Victorian was bidden an 
cost the country *1,030,000 to settle the j enthusiastic farewell when she started 
dyking belt, and under the measure the j on her maiden voyage to Montreal to- 
province would assume *360,000 of this i day. Great numbers of people cheered 
amount. In other words, other classes . her. The Victorian carries about 1600 
In the country, Including farmers in : passengers, including a number of engin- 
districts less favored by nature, muet, eering experts, 
contribute the deficiency. The premier 
remarked that the member for Chilli­
wack had questioned expenditures In 
connection with the dyking works, and 
yet had supported an extra vote of 
*100,000. In 1902 to complete the dyke 
in the Chilliwack district.

Mr. Munro said he had directed no 
complaint against this appropriation.
His point was that in adjusting the 
assessments a proper equilibrium was 
not maintained.

The premier argued that, in view of 
the benefits which had accrued from 
the construction of the dykes, the com­
plaints of the people of Chilliwack 
should be tempered with moderation.
He recalled the conditions which ob­
tained In 1903, owing to prevailing 
high waters, in the Fraser valley, and 
attributed a statement to Mr. Munro 
that the dykes had saved a large sec­
tion of the country. He asked the 
member for Chilliwack if this was the

Situation 1Provincial
Legislature

A NEW NIAGARA BRIDGE.

Company Incorporated for Structure 
Across the Falls.

Albany, N. Y., March 23.—The Nia­
gara Frontier Bridge Co. is incorporat­
ed by a bill introduced in the assembly 
today to construct a bridge across the 
Niagara river between Niagara Falls 
and Lewiston for electric and steam 
cars, vehicles and pedestrians.

TRIBUTE TO "JOURNALISM.

Russian Finance Minister Seeks 
“Thunderer’s" Good Opinion.

Londou, March 23.—Referring to 
statements that have appeared in the 
London Times reflecting on Russia’s fin­
ancial position, M. Kokovsoff, the Rus­
sian finance minister, yesterday tele­
graphed to the editor of the Times sug­
gesting that he come to St. Petersburg 
with experts and they could personally 
inspect and verify the gold reserves in 
the Russian state bank.

PEARY’8 NEW SHIP LAUNCH ED.

“Roosevelt” Designed to Stand Strenu­
ous Life in the Arctic.

Bucksport, Maine, March 23.—Com­
mander Robert E. Peary’s Arctic ex­
ploration ship was launched here today. 
She was christened the Roosevelt by 
Mrs. Peary. The Peary Arctic Club of 
New York furnished the funds for her 
construction. She was designed by Naval 
Architect Wm. E. Wineaut of New York 
and is considered the most powerful and 
best equipped craft for combating the 
Arctic ice ever built.

Llnevitch 
Meets Staff

THE NEW JAPANESE LOAN.

London, March 23.—According to 
newspaper statements here, the new 
Japanese loan will be Issued at 90 and 
will run 20 years, with the option to 
Japan of redemption at par at the end 
of five years.
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Autonomy Act
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St. Petersburg Sti 

pect of Amur 
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Premier Replies to Criticisms 
Against Dyking Assessment

FRENCH CHURCH AND STATE.

Deputies Continue Debate on Repeal of 
Napoleon’s Concordat.

Paris, March 23.—The Chamber of 
Deputies today continued the debate on 
the bill providing for the separation of 
church and state.’ M. Deschanel (Re­
publican, former president of the 
house), declared the debate was the 
most important since the revolution, as 
It concerned the abolition of a religious 
regime which had existed for five cen­
turies. The interference of religion 
with politics had become Intolerable, 
while the Interference of the state with 
questions of conscience was equally 
odious. Therefore, the time had come 
to place each upon a square and inde­
pendent basis.

New Russian Commander In 
Chief Received His Sub­

ordinates.
Mr. Sproule Reads Opinion of 

Christopher Robinson 
on Bills.

Act, PRIMARY EDUCATION.

Elaborate Plans Maturing 
for a New Departi

St. Petersburg, March 23.'—One of 
the J>est signs of the times is announced 
today, that iu a fortnight the ministry 
of public instruction will undertake the 
elaboration of a plan for a compulsory 
system of primary education. Represen­
tatives of the schools in the principal 
cities are invited to participate in the 
drawing np of the plan.
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The Coal Mines Regulation Act 
end Supreme Court Bill In 

Committee.

Two Hundred Thousand Rein­
forcements Needed to Meet 

Japanese.
Shipbuilders Ask Government 

For Bounty of Six Dollars 
Per Ton.

0
. FRENCH MEET GREEKS.

Outbreak Took Place Recently Be­
tween Soldiere and Mari nee.

Marseille's, March 23.—The Messager­
ies Maritimes steamer Yangtsze, which 
arrived here today, reports that when 
she touched at Candia, Island of Crete, 
recently a serious outbreak occurred be­
tween 16 French soldiers and twenty 
Greek marines, the fight lasting an hoar 
and six Greeks and two Frenchmen be- 

An investigation is in prog­
ress, but no political significance is at­
tached to the affair.

Thursday, March 23. • 
HE House assembled at 2 o’clock, 

and after the customary exer­
cises, the following was the or­
der of business :

Petitions.
A number of petitions presented on 

the previous day asking for amend­
ments to the Placer Act were received.

In Committee.
Mr. Hawthomthwalte’s reconstructed 

bill to amend the Coal Mines Regula­
tion Act was taken up in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Evans In the chair. 
The measure is designed to render ef­
fective the legislation of last session 
limiting the employment of peraoee 
underground to eight hours a day. The 
hill, as first introduced by the member 
for Nanaimo, provided certain specific 
penalties for infraction of the eight- 
hour law by workmen or employer. 
The reconstructed bill simply provides, 
or seeks to provide, that the penalties 
attached to the general act shall apply, 
as to which, according to the preamble 
of the act, “doubts have been ex­
pressed.”

UNSHU PASS, March 23,-Gen. 
Linevitch, the new commander, 
in-ehief of the army, today re­
ceived the members of his staff.

Reports persist of Japanese turning 
movements on both flanks of the Rus­
sian army. Chinese state that the Jap­
anese have recruited many Chinese ban­
dits, and probably they are nqw able to 
count a superiority iq cavalry as well as 
in infantry.

The branch of the Rnsso-Chinese bank 
has removed to Harbin, after an attack

G UNEASY SAN DOMINGO.

Prospecta That Another Struggle Will 
Take Place Shortly.

San Domingo, Republic of San Dom­
ingo, March 23.—It is rumored that at 
a meeting of the Jimiuez party it was 
resolved to telegraph to the followers 
of the former aspirant to the presidency 
at Monte Christo to prepare for a strug­
gle. The government is taking precau­
tions to meet coming events. The situa­
tion, although at present quiet, is very 
critical. The Belgian minister here has 
filed a strong protest against delay in the 
settlement of his government’s financial 
claims and a demand for prompt action 
by San Domingo iu the matter. The 
minister will leave here tomorrow for 
Havana.

From Onr Own Correspondent.T A TTAWA, March 23.—In the 
I I House today Mr. Sloan was in- 
T P formed by Hon. Mr. Emmerson 

that the government had no rec­
ord of any information that the G. T. 
P. had completed any surveys for its 
line iu British Columbia. It was the 
government’s intention to urge the early 
construction of the line in this section.

Mr. Sproule delivered a powerful 
speech this afternoon on the autonomy 
•bill. He was strongly opposed to the 
educational clause. He read an opinion 
by Christopher Robinson, K. C„ whicn 
he specially procured, In- which the learn­
ed counsel laid it down that “The right 
of the Dominion parliament to impose 
restrictions on the provinces about to be 
formed in dealing with the subject of 
education and separate schools, is not be- 
youd question. I am of opinion that 
section 93. B. N. A. act, does not apply 
to the provinces now about to be estab­
lished. Its provisions would appear to 
be intended for, and confined to, the 
• e?oKOTln^?s and t0 the union formed 
iu Y'", There is not in any part of 

• e*.^0r^w^s^ Territories as a province 
right or privilege with respect to de­
nominational school possessed by any 
class of person, created by the province, 
or existing at such union and a right sub- 
sequently established by the Dominion 
in the part now about to be made 
vince, does not appear to 
within the enactment.”

An Eye-opener to Houses
This clear-cut opinion against Premier 

Laurier s contention astonished the 
House.

After Hon. Mr. Paterson had spoken, 
Mr. Monk scored Hon. Mr. Fielding for 
his flippant acceptance of the amend-

>v
case.

Mr. Munro said he was not prepared 
to make off-hand statements.

The premier recounted his own ob- 
servatiSns in the valley In 1894, and the 
losses which had been occasioned 
through the inundation of large tracts 
of land, and the destruction of prop­
erty consequent thereon. A great deal 
of expenditure in.connection with dyk­
ing in Coquitlam, Pit Meadows and 
Maple Ridge was occasioned by this 
experience, and there was surely some 
reason in the losses sustained by the 
settlers there at that time, for extend­
ing special consideration to them In 
the readjustment of taxation, 
government was only giving them some 
compensation for expenditures render­
ed useless through the floods of 1894.

In this connection he discussed the 
adjustment as it bore upon the ‘various 
districts, showing that in the case of 
Matsqut the assessment of the dyke 

The bill was reported complete with was only *10,000 more than the value 
amendments calculated to make its placed upon It by the people them- 
purpose less susceptible to mlscon- selves, and that' this involved a re- 
straction, following discussion by Mr. I ductfon of $75,000 as compared with 
J. A. Macdonald, Mr. Mclnnes and conditions obtaining under the old act. 
others. In Maple Ridge there was q reduction

The bill to amend the Supreme Court of $94,585. The sum charged against 
Act, providing that security for costs the district after deducting the cost of 
on appeal shall not exceed *200, was j maintenance and operation, was *127,- 
again committed, Mr. Hall In the chair. 396. A great deal of the land in this 

At present the question of such se- j district was unfit for cultivation, pend­
ing the* installation of a drainage sys­
tem, and when this work was done 
the cost per acre would be much larger 
In that section. Yet the dyking charge 
against Maple Ridge was *1.40, while 
in Chilliwack, one of the most fertile 
regions on the continent, the charge 
Per acre was only 79 cents. He thought 
that fair consideration of these things 
would relieve the government of some 
of the criticism to which it had been 
subjected in connection with the pres­
ent bill.

The present legislature, he pointed 
out, was not responsible for the obli­
gations attaching to these dyking 
works. The expenditures were spread 
over a long period of years, and has 
been managed or mismanaged as the 
case might be, by past governments. 
As to extravagances in connection with 
dyke Inspection referred to by Mr. 
Munro, he took the ground that the 
member for Chilliwack should have re­
ported his observations to the govern­
ment. Before the bill passed its final 
stage it was the government’s inten­
tion to submit some further sugges­
tions to the House, which, he hoped, 
would make some of its conditions 
easier than they might appear at first 
blush.

Mr. Haw thorn thwaAte moved the ad­
journment of the debater’

The bill relating to unclaimed 
moneys deposited in the treasury of the 
province passed second reading.

The House rose.

dug killed.
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The■ •ROJESTVENSKY’S SQUADRON.

mm Movements of Second Pacific Fleet Are 
Unknown.&

J':..:. v. >:
London, March 24.—No farther news 

has been received here throwing light 
on the movements of the Russian second 
Pacific squadron. The report from Port 
Louis that during the night of March 
1G a Russian torpedo boat preceding a 
squadron of warships had been sighted 
by a vessel arriving there from Colombo. 
Ceylon, is too vague to afford basis for 
judgment, but if the fleet seen was Vice- 
Admiral Roj*estvensky ’ s they must be 
already within some 500 miles of Col­
ombo and. hence must have left Nossi 
Be much eirlicp- than has been supposed./ 

The Daily Mail’s correspondent at 
Aaen reports that two German steam­
ers left Jibutil at midnight of March 22 
with provisions for the Russian squad­
ron.
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me to come

curity is in the discretion of the judge, 
and the attorney - general recorded an 
opinion that it should so remain.

Mr; Bowser took a similar view, ob­
serving that in Ontario the amount re­
quired for security on appeal was 
$500, or rather $400, as he took from 
a correction of the leader of the oppo­
sition. Generally he disapproved of the 
proposal to limit the security as pro­
vided in the bill. He moved that the 
committee rise, in other words, asked 
for an expression of opinion from the 
House on the proposition that the 
measure should be thrown out.

Mr. Brown argued that it was bet­
ter, that the amount which litigants 
mdst pay, as initial costs of appeal, 
should be fixed in the law, so that they 
would know just what security they 
must give in order to have their cases 
heard in the higher court.

Mr. J. A. Macdonald supported the 
bill on the ground that it was in the 
interests of justice. In Ontario, he 
said, a first appeal was provided for 
free of cost

his flippant 
raentt0 the autonomy bill and smashed 
Mr. I aterson’s argument that the fed­
eral parliament could impose whatever 
conditions it desired on any province, 

or î>TOSPe(,tive. Quebec had 25, 
uuu,(M)0 acres of land of its own which 
it wanted to be settled. Why, he asked, 
ignore that province, while booming 
v Vn,the Northwest. Passing on, 
Mr. Monk read extract upon extract to 
jhow that in Canada, as in the United 
Mates, a school system was adopted that 
lacked religious instruction to the detri­
ment of the youth of the land. He ap­
pealed to the House to give the Catholic 
minority in the new provinces power to 
educate their own children in 'their 
way without paying a double tax „„ „„„ 
imposed across the border, where libertv 
was supposed to reign supreme.

A number of shipbuilding representa­
tives saw the government today and 
asked for a bounty of six dollars per 
gross ton on Canadian built boats for 
ten years.
. It: *s stated tonight that Hon. Mr. Sif- 
ton has swallowed the government’s 
amendment to the school danse and will 
speak in support thereof tomorrow.

,°*L INSTEAD 'ÇPCHAMPAGNE.

<
i

INRUSH OF SETTLERS.

Scores Arriving Daily in Spuallum- 
chcen to Engage in Orcharding.

Armstrong, B. C., March 23.—(Spe­
cial.)—August Schubert, sr., a pioneer 
of the Okanagan valley, who 42 years 
ago was one of the members of the first 
Canadian overland contingent to seek 
a fortune in Golden Cariboo, has dis­
posed of his 480-acre homestead to a 
syndicate of local capitalists, 
the consideration is not given .out, it 
is understood to be a large sum, suffi­
cient at least to allow this sturdy Ar­
gonaut to spend the balance of his days 
free from worry and the cares essential 
to the management of a large farm. 
The new owners have divided the land 
up into 10-acre plots and have already 
disposed of a number to recent arrivals 
from Manitoba and the Territories, who 
will engage in fruit raising, 
property is situated about a mile and 
a half from town, is well watered and 
hqs an extçemgjy fertile soil.

Adjoining the Schubert homestead is 
the farm of H. Swanson, consisting of 
320 acres. Mr. Swanson is another pio­
neer, having lived in the valley for the 
past quarter of a century, and like his 
neighbor, has sold out at a big figure. 
The purchaser was F. C. Wolfenden, 
manager of the Okanagan flour mill, 
and he is now having the land survey­
ed into 10 and 20-acre plots and placed 
on the market.

The demand for small acreage, prop­
erty in the municipality of Spalluma- 
cheen has during the past few months 
been remarkable, over 300 settlers hav­
ing come in, and daily the train brings 
in scores looking over the country with 
a view to settling. Most of the new 
arrivals are men of means and experi­
ence in farming, looking for a more 
equitable climate than they have here­
tofore enjoyed, and, as the Okanagan 
valley has not only fertile soils, ample 
water, but almost perpetual sunshine, 
their wants are speedily satisfied in 
this section.

While

own 
as was

Mr. Bowser’s motion was put, and 
lost on a show of hands, 13 to 15.

- J: The» Mr. Mclnnes proposed to increase the 
deposit to *500. He contended that 
this was the amount required on appeal 
to the Supreme court of Canada and 
that the expense of an appeal to the 
Supreme court of British Columbia was 
just as high.

Mr. Macdonald disputed this and op­
posed the amendment.

The motion was put and carried on 
show of hands, but a new vote being 
taken on the ground that the bell had 
not been rung, it was defeated.

The bill was reported complete with 
amendaient
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SELLER’S HAPPY IDEA

on the bank offices in which two of the 
gunrds were wounded with cobble stones.

Captured Japanese report that a ter­
rible affray took place in the streets of 
Mukden, March 10, when a big detach­
ment of Russians, the last to leave the 
city, were entrapped by Chinese bandits 
and a few Japanese soldiers, who clesed 
the city gates and blocked the narrow 
streets. According to a report, which 
is not confirmed, not a Russan escaped. 
Field Marshal Oyama nas communicated 
to Gen. Linevitch the news that the 
tire Russian medical staff which remain­
ed in Mukden after the evacuation, is 
uninjured and well.

In a number of places along the rail­
road bet weep Santoupu and Gunshu 
Pass there are broken hills, with steèp 
sides pnd gorges at the bottom, where 
stubborn resistance might be made, but 
it is doubtful whether Gen. Linevitch 
will make a stand before he reaches the 
Sungari river and Chantgia. Unless he 
is able to hold the line of the river, the 
iRussiaiy position will be so weak strate­
gically that they may be compelled to 

Retire Back ef Harbin, 
into Siberia. The Russian front paral­
lels the railroad, rendering the danger 
of a severance of the whole" line of 
munication constantly greater.

While, the army is still far from Si­
beria and with the Chinese Eastern 
Railroad behind it. in perpendicular 
front the danger to the Siberian railroad 
is only from raiding parties and Chinese 
bandits, and in that the comparatively 
few railroad guards are insufficient to 
protect the bridges. But once the army 
falls back behind the Sungari river, com­
munication with the fap away base wul 
be terribly jeopardized, not only by the 
small number of guards, but by the 
army, which will be required to protect 
the railroad.

The prospect of the isolation of Vladi­
vostok must also be met, and it is ur­
gently necessary to supply the garrison 
with provisions and ammunition, not for 
a few months, but for two years.

Two hundred thousand reinforcements 
from Russia are now necessary to make 
it possible for the Russians to meet the 
Japanese on anything like even terms.

PEASANTS MURDERED 
IN COLD BLOOD

Crude Petroleum to Christen U. 8. 
Battleship Kansas.Notes.

In the proceedings of the House ref­
erence is made to a bill relating to un­
claimed money deposits in the treasury 
of the province.

This act authorizes tne government to 
write off liabilities arising from monies 
passing into their possession in the past 
thirty or forty years, which had been 
paid into court in connection -with any 
estate, suit or action, and remained un­
claimed. These sums are of varying 
size, ranging from very small amounts 
up to several hundred dollars. The idea 
is to convert to the use of the province 
such monies which have lain unclaimed 
for ten years from the date of deposit 
thereof, the sum thus affected amount­
ing to about $20,000. In case of claim­
ants subsequently turning up and prov­
ing their title, provision is made for re­
payment out of the public funds.

Topeka, Kansas, March 23.—The 
battleship Kansas will probably be 
christened by breaking a bottle of 
Kansas crude oil over its prow Instead 
of a bottle of champagne. This is the 
idea of Governor Hoch, who said to­
day: “The Kansas will not be christ­
ened with champagne. The Kansas 
will be christened with a bottle of oil— 
not Standard nor Independent oil, but 
Just Kansas oil—crude oil.”

Hire Steamboat and Carry on 
Business Outside Three Mile 

Limit.

The Troops Fire Into Crowd of 
Polish Peasants and Fifty 

Fall.
Not having a 
not envied his 
has one, the paSecond Readings.

The bill to amend the Dentistry 
Consolidation Act passed second read­
ing, on motion of Mr. Bowser. It 
Authorizes the Dental Society to collect 
An annual fee of five dollars to meet 
-certain expenses connected with the 
functions of that organization.

The Workmen’s Compensation Act 
passed second reading; also an act to 
amend the British Columbia Railway 
Act

en-

New York, March 23.—If the persons 
who have chartered the Mount Desert 
to use her as a floating gambling resort 
outside the state’s jurisdiction as has 
been reported, they will meet with no 
opposition from the authorities. This 
statement was made today by Capt. See­
ley of the federal steamboat inspection 
service. He said that the Mount Desert 
'had fulfilled the requirements of the law 
in every way and that was no affair of 
theirs as to what purpose she was used 
for under the circumstances.

It is said, to be the intention of those 
who have chartered the Mount Desert 
to take on board persons desirous of 
wagering money on 'horse races, run out­
side the three-mile limit to which the 
courts’ jurisdiction extends and sell pools 
on the races at Washington, New Or­
leans and other tracks. It is said that 
the results from the tracks will be 
municated to the steamer by wireless 
telegraphy. The Mount Desert is 
ed by the Eastern Steamship Co. of 
Portland, Maine.

Tickets for today’s cruise were put on 
sale at the Batteiry during the forenoon. 
The sale was public and the ticket agent 
frequently announced to the crowd which 
stood around that no gambling will be 
permitted, as the boat will be run 
straight pool room. He said that all 
stateroom doors will be kept open, and 
that no gagnes of chance of any sort 
would be pernvtted. The police captain 
cemmanding the harbor squad said te- 
day that he could guarantee only there 
would be no violation of the law inside 
the three mile limit.

A TIMEXWarsaw, March 23.—The shooting 
of peasants at Lamenta has aroused 
Intense excitement In the whole dis­
trict. The action of the authorities in 
shooting down unarmed peasants is 
angrily criticized, and a deputation of 
residents of Kutnow Is proceeding to­
ward Warsaw to lay complaints before 
the governor-general.

The trouble began a week ago, when 
the mobilization of horses was ordered. 
The peasants refused to comply and 
on March 21 about 150 peasants gath­
ered on the road near Lamenta, when 
the chief of police of Kutnow arrived 
on the scene with a company of in­
fantry and ordered the crowd to dis­
perse. The people refused to obey and 
the chief of police ordered the soldiers 
to fire. The peasants, not understand­
ing Russian, remained in the road until 
the soldiers aimed; they then broke 
and ran. The

Troops Fired Three Volleys 
at the fleeing crowd and fifty peasants 
fell, two of them dead. All the wounded 
were shot In the back. It is said that 
the chief of police refused to allow the 
wounded to be removed, and that he 
finally ordered them to be taken to 
Kutnow, six hours’ journey. In peas­
ants’ carts, with the result that, owing 
to lack of medical attendance, eight of 
the wounded died on the way and the 
doctors report that nine others are in 
a hopeless condition.

Fearing a demonstration at the fu­
neral of the victims, the chief of po­
lice ordered the priests to bury them 
during, the night. This the priests re­
fused to do, and the funerals occurred 
today In the cemetery at Kutnow. The 
services were attended by an immense 
concourse of people, and the cofllns 
were hidden beneath masses of wreaths 
and flowers.

JAPANESE NEED MORE MONEY.

Negotiations for *150,000,000 Proceed, 
ing in London.

Loudon, March 23.—Negotiations foi 
a new Japanese loan are proceeding, but 
are still unconcluded. The principals 
concerned decline to furnish details 
til the full terms are settled upon. The 
amount of the loan is variously estimat­
ed up to $150,000,000. As a special se­
curity, the revenue of the tobacco mee- 
opoly amountiug to $15,000,000, is sug­
gested. It is understood that the loan 
is largely Anglo-American, with minor 
participation on the part of continental 
houses.
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The bill to amend the Coal Tax Act 
passed the committee stage; also the 
bill to amend the Horticultural Board 
Act.

un-
RUSSIA’S REVERSES REVIEWED.

Correspondent of SL Petersburg Paper 
Criticizes Military Authoritiea.

NO DIVORCE FOR BUFFALO BILL.

Trial Judge Roundly Score* the Pic­
turesque William.

Dyking Act.
Mr. McBride continued the debate on 

the Dyking Act. He resented the In­
sinuation of critics that In framing the 
Dyking Act the government was In 
league with land speculators. Such 
was not the cake. He made reference 
to opinions formally recorded by the 
people of Surrey and Ladners, which 
were capable of interpretation as an 
argument
should pay for the dyking works. In­
sincerity, he argued, was manifest in 
the stand taken with respect to the bill 
by the members for Chilliwack and 
Delta- In one breath these gentlemen 
protested against the' expenditures on 
dyking works. In the next breath they 
commended the wisdom of these under­
takings. Mr. Munro, In fact, had ex­
pressed appreciation of what the Tur­
ner government had done in this re­
gard. The true Intent of their position 
was discovered between the two opin­
ions, namely, the desire to subject an 
important public question to the politi­
cal baton in order to score advantage 
from a party point of view. The sug­
gestion that discrimination should 
have been made in the bill In favor of 
certain settlers of the poorer class was 
impracticable. To devise any measure 
which would meet all the diversity of 
claims, In this respect which would 
naturally arise, would be an impossible 
task, and this was well known to mem­
bers opposite who sought, on such an 
hypothesis, to attach the government 
with reproach. In the Fraser valley 
during the past seven years about six 
million dollars had been expended in 
public works, and this was a matter 
properly entitled to 
the discussion of Its obligations to the 
■country.

Close scrutiny of the assertion that 
land speculators were specially favored 
by the bill, was not favorable to that 
contention. The land owners assum- 
ably contemplated in this statement 
were- far from being speculators In the 
sense conveyed. They were men who 
in days gone by had manifested their 
faith in the country by investing large­
ly in the lands of the Fraser valley, 
and who, through long, profitless years, 
had maintained their holdings and paid 
the taxes thereon. Some of them had 
lost thousands of dollars through their 
Investments, and others had expended 
heavily for very little return. In this 
connection he mentioned the name of 
Mr. Gallagher, of Matsqui, who had 
made considerable losses, and whose 
lands, subsequently subdivided and 
sold, had attracted many settlers to 
make homes in the country. He also 
mentioned Mr. C. B. Sword, who ex­
pended *75,000 In dyke construction in 
that district In order to make the lands 
susceptible to cultivation; Mr. Carey, 
mayor of New Westminster, who in­
vested all his savings, and was forced 
to mortgage his holdings and finally 
sell them out; Mr. Donald McLean, a 
settler of 46 years’ residence in the 
country, and others. Were these 
not entitled to consideration?
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com- INOERSt. Petersburg, March 24.—(12:15 a. 
m.)—The Novoe Vremya today will pub­
lish a remarkable despatch from 
respondent in the field, who, with the 
hitter taste of defeat still on his palate, 
discusses the causes of the Russian re­
verses and contrasts the spirit with 
■which Russia and Japan are conducting 
the war, and with sorrow and disheart- 
enment arraigns the elements iu Russia 
who are nourishing their propaganda on 
defeats in the Far Bast, “scattering in 
the very hour of defeat,” according to 
the correspondent, “broadcast among the 
heart-sick retreating soldiets proclama­
tions urging them to cease fighting and 
surrender.”

The despatch continues: “Not even 
the enemy has sent us such proclama­
tions, but has confined himself to throw­
ing into onr lines telegrams from former 
agencies about disorders • in Russia.

“Put yourself in the place of the sol­
diers and officers who, returning from 
Mukden heartsore from want of success, 
have received from the distant horn* 
proclamations with advice to that tenor.”

Setting aside the factors of a tempor­
ary nature, the correspondent enumer­
ates four

Sheridan, Wyo., March 23.—Colonel 
William F. Cody (Buffalo Bill) today 
lost his. suit for divorce, from Louisa 
Cody, Judge Scott, of the District 
court, deciding that the charges of at­
tempts on the part of Mrs. Cody to 
poison her husband, and other allega­
tions, had not been proven. Judge 
Scott asserted that the testimony 
showed that Mrs. Cody had always 
been a good mother and a fond and 
Indulgent wife. In his opinion Judge 
Scott said: “The first cause of action 
in this case is the charge of poisoning 
on December 16. The evidence wholly 
falls to support this issue, but shows 
the defendant was trying to rescue the 
plaintiff from a state of intoxication 
and administered, not poison, but 
remedies which she deemed beneficial 
to him. His inability to speak on this 
occasion did not come from these reme­
dies, but came from his extensive 
of intoxicants at the banquet board.”

Judge Scott also found there was no 
evidence that she had even threatened 
her husband’s life, and that when at­
tending the funeral of her daughter, 
Arta, at Rochester, N. Y., in February, 
1904,1 she offered a permanent recon­
ciliation and no answer ever came to 
this.
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&FLOODS AT EASTERN CITIES.

Pomeroy, Ohio, March 23.—The high 
water has caused a practical suspension 
of railroad and street car service here. 
The water has entered buildings along 
the river front and some merchants will 
be forced to move out. The river is ris­
ing two inches an hour.
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own-that districts benefited
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Pittsburg, Pa.. March 23,—The rivers 

are falling rapidly and thousands of 
men employed in the mills and factories, 
which were partially submerged and 
forced to shut down, returned to work 
touay. The telegraph and telephone 
service is rapidly improving aud rail- 
road traffic has been resumed to all 
points.
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BULLYING The TURK.

Germany Adopts Strenuous Business 
Methods at Constantinople.

TENEMENT HOUSE HOLOCAUST.

Commission Censures Owners and Les­
see of New York Structure.

afrenioOT^?mtèd2a despatch ^from Coîî- hnXw Yor1?' March 23.—The tenement 
stantinople announcing that the Ger- r° ™ 18 ensured, Mrs. Celia
man ambassador has presented a note *J8see of th,? hou8e’
uponeTPurkeeyWpllchmg eyent^ orTere ^h^iK^E*

n. vs
indignant at the dictatorial conditions The inrx renoA* it woeof Germany. The French ambassador to ascertaTn tiTreuZ. th. fiL T™”
continues the negotiations for the pur- mediately after tlXverdiX wi.a XnW
rFlcTUrinS a large armS 0rder F ooroLr'mdlredlhearSt o?Mrt:

Tyirwiyvn u0.nu *>o rni, , Lemer, and sIfo caused tile detention oieut a ^Constantinople of^the DaTyTe"^ house .^s'^a^witnes's ^The^charae ‘of 

graph says: “The council of ministers negligence against Mrs r eiiu»r warÊin^Mf,0? Ge™r n0t,e Ve‘ ”6n ThealnegSattonr ti,a ttoJ trep d^m
toing, with threats, the purchase of war leading to the roof of the buildin" was 

term! in France. The greatest in- kept locked The tenement h„,™T
hivh'himds1!' ”.pre!ï?ed at Germany’s mission is censured for not properly in- 
high-handed action.” specting the conditions of the premise-,

and for permitting the door to the roof 
to remain fastened.

After the fire was extingpished, a heap 
of bodies was found on the floor beneath 
the firmly fastened skylight, where they 
had fallen and died after vainly attempt­
ing to escape to the roof.
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PEACE IS NOW PROBABLE.

Advocates of Pacific Overtures in Rus­
sia Gain Confidence.
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Main Causes for Misfortune.
First—Failure to establish before the 

war an adequate intelligence department 
in Manchuria, or to make other prepara­
tions, contrasted with Japanese activity 
in that direction.

Second—Russia is dependent upon a 
single railway, while the .Tannnese have 
many bases, with the possbility of estab­
lishing new ones at any point on the 
coast.

Third—-The defirienpy of many officer 
whose mistakes of execution brings t«> 
naught the most carefully thought out 
plans of the commander, or whose tech­
nical education has not k°nt pace w*th 
the artillery they are required to handle.

Fourth—That victory rests not with 
the army, but with the nation.

The correspondent pictures the patriot­
ism. devotion and love for victory of 
the Japanese, and continuing says: “On 
the other side is a nation where part of 
the people misunderstand the meanleg 
of this war or «ré even inclined to tak­
ing advantage of distressing times to at­
tain more liberty.

The Need of Greater Liberty, 
is undoubted, but is it npt possible to 
press the campaign after the war?”

“The country is entirely occupied with 
internal affairs and disorders, turning 
its attention to the army only occasion­
ally, and after an unsuccessful opera­
tion, and then only to pour a flood of 
discouragement or abuse or to send as a 
palliative to the retreating forces a heap 
of revolutionary proclamations.”

In concluding the correspondent p’eads 
for a few words of encouragement and 
acknowledgment that the 90,000 who 
fell around Mukden are a not unappre­
ciated sacrifice, so that others in dying 
may bWs the Fatherland for which 

‘ thv-y fell.

St Petersburg, March 23.—The min­
isters and supporters of the court who 
advocate the submission of pacific pro­
posals to Japan, as previously set forth 
in these despatches, so as to ascertain 
whether an honorable basis for peace 
is possible, believe they have carried 
the day, and the Associated Press hears 
on high authority that an actual step 
is imminent if not already taken.

ILove’s Labor Lost.
“She was an over-Indulgent mother 

and wife who always took pride In his 
success and always looked forward to 
his home-coming and made great pre­
parations to receive him,” said Judge 
Scott

“She entertained his guests with 
cordiality. She did not use profane 
language. The poisoning of his dogs 
was purely accidental. She never spoke 
disrespectfully of him to his friends or 
guests. In her home she has a large 
statute of him in the hall. In her bed­
room she has his portrait done by a 
famous painter.

“In return for this wifely devotion 
the plaintiff has been cruel to her and 
heaped indignities upon her.”

Colonel Cody’s attorneys moved for a 
new trial.

PLAGUE RAVAGES INDIA.

Scientific Investigation to Be Made of 
Lots of Life.

Loudon, March 23.—Replying to ques­
tions in the House of Commons tonight, 
Mr. Brodrick, secretary of state for In­
dia. said the latest figures on the plagne 
in India showed that for the four weeks 
ending Feb. 18 iu the Bombay Presiden­
cy there were 13,475 deaths and for the 
four weeks endiug March 11 in the rest 
of India there were 123,550 deaths. The 
total number of deaths from the plague 
in the Bombay Presidency from Jan. I 
to Feb. 28 were 28,271, and in the rest 
of India from Jan. 1 to March 11, 318,- 
178.

Mr. Brodrick said he had communi­
cated with the Viceroy of India looking 
to a remedy for this deplorable loss of 
life and that it bad been decided to send 
out a scientific expedition to investigate 
the cause. The expedition will start 
immediately.

Fearfulconsideration in

Washington, D. C„ March 23.—The 
sudden growth of the sentiment in 
Russian official circles in favor of 
peace Is not at all surprising to the 
officials here, because it is in line with 
the predictions of the American em­
bassy at St. Petersburg when last 
heard from on this subject.

In fact it was gathered that the real 
obstacle In the way of the beginning 
of negotiations to this end was to be 
found rather In the jealousies of Euro­
pean powers outside of Russia than hi 
the Czar’s own court. It Is believed 
now. however, that the great financial 
interests of London, Berlin and Parts, 
looking to their own salvation and the 
security of their enormous Russian 
loans, have risen above national lines, 
and that to their exertion of their pow­
erful influence Is due the present 
promise of peace In the near future.

ma
■ I ■ $*-■

1 ;
AFTER THE BEEF TRUST.

CHAMBERLAIN_AND BALFOUR. Chicago, Mareh~23.-JL C. Howe,
Fi-I Question Cure. Open Déclara- ^uTl^Œ.^ a^ss^ttL^ 

tion of Hostilities. before the federal grand jury investigat-
r j vr ^ v oo r\ . the alleged beef trust. Three hun-
London, Match 23.—Open war has dred witnesses have been called, but not 

•been declared between Joseph ClinmW- more than fifty it is said will be asked to 
lam and Mr. Balfour over the fiscal testify, 
question. Despite the attitude of Mr. .
Balfour and the government in refusing Little Bock. Ark., March 23.—Attor- 
to sanction an effort to compel Lord ney-General Rogers has instituted suit 
Hugh Cecil to resign the parliamentary against the Armour Packing Co. and the 
«eat for Greenwich. Mr. Chamberlain St. Louie Refrigerator Co. to recover 
has written a letter claiming that he back taxes ou private cars used in the 
lias a mnjonty of the Unionists with him slate on value approaching a million 
and approving of the selection of a pro- dollars. Suits will be instituted against 
tectiomst candidate to contest Lord other companies that have used nntaxed 

If“h ^Uth Ceci 8 at the next general private cars in Arkansas during the last

THE SEARCH THAT FAILED.

8ale of Earl Fitxwilliam’a Cocos Island 
Treasure-hunting Ship.

.Lima, Peru. March 23.—The Peru­
vian transport Chalaeo proceeded to 
Panama yesterday taking the officers 
a I’d crew of the British yacht Véronique, 
which was engaged in the treasure seek­
ing expedition to Cocos Island, headed 
by Earl Fitzwilliam. which resulted in 
disappointment. The Véronique has been 
purchased by Peru for $150,000. 
bo used as a coastguard vessel.

AddnCONNAUGHT’S VISIT TO MADRID.

His Royal Highneaa Reaches Capital aa 
Guest of King Alfonso.

Madrid, March 23.—Field Marshal 
the Duke of Connaught arrived here to- 

‘tiny to visit King Alfonso. The King 
with all his ministers, the civil and mili­
tary authorities and the diplomatic corns 
welcomed the dnke on his arrival it •* e 
railroad station.

The COLFATHER JOHN IS WARNED.
Subscrlpll'

VICTORI
Rt. Petersburg, March 23.—The revo­

lutionary committee has warned Father 
John of Cronstadt to cease his anti-revo- 
lutiouary propaganda either by sermons 
or by writings. The military governor 
of Cronstadt has taken measures for 
Father John’s protection.

and will
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