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Xul MtrUe^ïd wbUe provüîg aVay* comparison with the present time, 

ing investmeht to the department has ^

: been a most valuable thing for the rural 
populations that have, been able to make 
use of its advantages.

It is announced by the postal authori­
ties that during the first fiscal year the 
rate of increase in postal receipts In 
rural districts where tree delivery was 
not in operation was about 2}£ per cent, 
while in those rural districts where it 
was in operation the rate of increase 
was from 8 to 10 per cent. This ac­
counts only for tile increase which is 
due to the increase in the number of 
letters sent out from.' the rural free de­
livery districts. It takes no account of 
the letters, circulars and miscellaneous 
mail matter sent into these districts.
That increase has helped to swell the 
postal revenues in the large cities.

There is no question that the rural 
free delivery has been a great benefit 
to the people along the routes establish­
ed, and it is doubtful if it proves a 
losing venture for the government in a 
financial way. The postal deficit for the 
last year is considerably below that of 

............. i 40 the preceding year, and, while the ap­
propriation for rural delivery for the 
current year was large, there is little 
reason to doubt that the results will 
justify the expenditure.

Si I

tlbe Colonist handsomest steel bridge which the 
money available will procure. It seems 
very silly when abundant funds are 
available, not to make the bridge broad 
and strong up to the limit of these 
funds. The demand of the present day 
is all for broad and commodious thor­
oughfares. The narrow streets and 
pokey bridges of our forefathers belong 
to the dark ages. New means of loco­
motion make continual demands upon 
the accommodation of our roads. (Bicy­
cles, automobiles, and electric cars re­
quire room both for (safety and conveni­
ence, and the pace of vehicular traffic is 
not now set hy the hay wagon. The 
progress made in speed and in the prac­
tical application of new contrivances to 
locomotion is very rapid. Bicycles were 
n?t so very long ago a luxury confined 
to very few people. Nobody will have 
to live very long to see the day when 
every household which now has a piano 
in its parlor will have an automobile iu 
its woodshed. A wise parent buys his 
growing boy’s clothes a little wide for 
him. A wise community will build a 
bridge with plenty1' of room. Widen the 
bridge and increase its accommodation 
with the extra funds, available tor its 
construction.
> , --------------- -------------------
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Businessmen BUS6IAN RENTES.

Application to List Government Securi­
ties in New York.

New York, Ang. 12.—Application has 
been made to the Stock Exchange to 
li3t -,(110,000,000 rubles state four per 
cent, certificates of rente of the interior* 
Russian government.

-A

Another Salmon 
Ship Chartered

- ttye distribution 
was as follows: Subsistence, principally 
food, 64 per cent; clothing; 7; rent, 20; 
all other expenses, 9. A family with 
the same income to-day devotes but 56 
per cent, to subsistence, 9A5 to clothing, 
21.96 to rent, and 12.89 to all other 
expenses. The conclusion is inevitable 
that men earning only the same income 
are better off than theÿ were in 1872. 
Their money goes further. It may not 
seem to go so far, but that is because 
many things regarded as luxuries then 
have become necessary to their comfort 
now/ ln‘ addition to the increased pur­
chasing power of money, there has been 
a notable increase in the average money 
rate of remuneration and also 
q, notable decrease iu the num­
ber of hours a day worked. An­
other advantage should not be overlook­
ed, the increased number of civilized 
enjoyments which a man is now able to 
enjoy either entirely free from cost to 
himself or at a very low rate. It may 
still. be argued that the increased com­
fort of the wage earner has not in­
creased as fast' as the productive power 
of the unit of labor has increased. But 
this is a quéstion on which it is im­
possible to procure exact data, and diffi­
cult to answer. It is a matter of opin­
ion, whereas it is a matter of certainty 
that there has béen a great and positive 
advance in the comfort and even luxury 
enjoyable by the worst remunerated 
human beings who have the opportunity 
and desire for steady work.

AN OPPORTUNITY.

At the recent session of the Federal 
Parliament of Australia resolutions were 
adopted advocating the establishment of 
government iron workfe, and a select com­
mittee was appointed to inquire into the 
question and report. This action on 
the part of the House has put a stop 
to the plans of the Australasian Icon 
and Steel (Corporation which has con­
templated embarking in the iron indus­
try on a large scale. Messrs. Sandford 
and Thomas, agents of the company, 
recently made the following statement 
to the Sydney Morning Herald :

Mr. Sandford, when at home, assured 
the capitalists that a government ex­
tract for 100,000 tons of rails for deliv­
ery over five years and a bonus on the 
Canadian basis, as well as a duty of 10 
per cent, subsequently on the iron and 
steel product, might be relied upon; but 
the labor amendment to the bonus bill 
has upset all calculations, and now the 
leader of the State labor party has 
taken action which, if successful, must 
stop everything. ,, „ ,

“For one thing,” said Mr. Sandford, 
“the delay is very objectionable. While 
the committee is sitting examining wit­
nesses, deliberating and framing its re­
port, no outside body or individual can 
do anything whatever. Then again Par­
liament may accept or reject the report 
of such committee, and the whole busr- 
ness will, it undertaken, Involve a most 
disheartening waste of time. Of course 
no private company would attempt com­
petition against the State, and if the 
State could make up its mind and decide 
at once what it would do, those who 
really desire to see the. iron industry 
established would then understand tne

‘The Australasian Iron and 'Steel Cor­
poration, Limited, is willing,” said Mr. 
Thomas, “to undertake the construeti-M 
of blast furnaces, steel plant, and rolling 
mills for the manufacture of 1,000 tons 
weekly of steel products besides selling 
pig iron to consumers within the com­
monwealth. This entails the construc­
tion of railways aud the opening out and 
development of the iron ore deposits in 
various parts of the State, as it will be 
necessary to have a supply of 4,000 tons 
weekly of iron ore for the furnaces. To 
get this ore would mean employment for 
100 to 200 men. It would also givea 

traffic to the railways of over 20,000 
tons yearly. If the works went on new 
collieries would have to be opened out 
at once. About 10,000 tons of coal 
would be required weekly, more than all 
the western collieries now produce, and 
500 miners would get steady work in 
producing thisVcbal. Large coal washers 
and breakers - would have to be put up 
for cleaning the coal. Large coke ovens 
of the most modern type would have to 
he put up, and at least another 200 
would be employed in connection with
/_____ “Calculate,” continued Mr.
Thomas, “that two blast furnaces would 
be required. The erection of the plant 
aud furnaces would occupy about two 
years, and employ an enormous amount 
of labor. The idea.was to put up two 
furnaces first, making room at the same 
time for bringing the number to five later, 

The company expected and were 
prepared under satisfactory conditions to 
expend any sum up to £2,000,000 in 

ating works capable of meeting every 
requirement of the commonwealth at 
present. «

“My company and connections,” Mr. 
Thomas concluded, “will probably start 
in (Canada if this project breaks down. 
In fact it would now be in Canada if 
Mr. Sandford had not submitted this 
proposition to us.”

Here is obviously an opportunity for 
British Columbia. While Australia is dis­
cussing whether the manufacture of iron 
and steel is a suitable function of the 
government, we could be supplying Aus­
tralia with the iron and steel required 
there. To our mind there is nothing in 
the whole field of industry in which the 
operation of works by government would 
be more hopeless than in the manufac­
turing of iron and steel. The govern­
ment would find itself involved in ques­
tions of private ownership and compe­
tition on both sides of the operation. 
The government would have to go into 
the market for all manner of supplies, 
and also to dispose of the resulting pro­
duct. Under such conditions we do not 
see how the process of manufacture and 
distribution could possibly be carried on 
economically by the, government. . Such 
an experiment so long as society is or­
ganized on a basis of private ownership 
and competition, could only result in 
disastrous failure; and if Australia is to 
wait until society is otherwise organized, 
before the manufacture of iron and stee 
is established there, Australia will have 
to wait for a very long time. No dotibt 
the promoters of this Australasian Iron 
and Steel Corporation have carefully 
studied the needs and requirement* of 
the Australian and Oriental markets, and 
in consequeince must be in a condition 
to appreciate the possibilities of British 
(Columbia as a base of supply. Their 
attention should be drawn to our iron 
and steel resources.
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Meeting of the Council of 
Board of Trade Held 

Yesterday.

Bark Harold, Which Narrowly 
Escaped Being Wrecked on V 

Race Rocks.
KNIGHTS OP PYTHIAS.

Order Is Officially Reported Over Half 
a Million Strong.

Victoria. B. C.

Removal of Offices of While 
Pass Route From B. C. 

Cities.

(San Francisco, Gala., Aug. 12.—The 
biennial convention of the Knights of 
Pythias was formally opened today in 
the Palace hotel. Nearly a hundred and 
fifty delegates were present; there were 
few vacant seats, and these will be 
filled tomorrow. The absent supreme 
representatives have all telegraphed that fri,. u v , they will be here as soon as the delayed m^ter Bf 29Q 
specials shall be able to move. Supreme Sr îr’ r’// ton / 1!?s been
Representative Walker C. Graves, of Anderson ot \ ancon w,- , , ,,
California, on behalf of the Executive Iniser tor Liven.... V 1
committee, welcomed the visitors. Gov- ^£.lch 18 tiftb *'•-> ,
ernor Henry T. Gage sent his regrets ÎS Ci?T!?Lthl8 ?eason s Pack L, • (-,'/•
at not being able to attend in person, eUgA>m’* 18 n.ow due r.: ‘ '
aud sent a message of welcome, whi<?h A? - ,Ame.nean coast, f,„. 
was read by Myron Wolfe. Supreme eflls bringing a cargo «>r ;ii r,.;^
Chancellor Fethers responded to the wel- t-wtle,i^11616 s },G lelt ou Mav > ; 
come of the Governor. The (Supreme 1?e •Harold is well known L r • V. 
lodge then went into secret session. The W was !ast lieru to l-.a ur
committee of credentials reports the dele- tùe * raser river about six 
gates all entitled to their seats. At the £?,e was almost wrecked on L " 
afternoon session reports were read. « e was clear and
Supreme Chancellor Fethers in his an- hne wheu the 
mial report said that on December 31,
1961, the order had 540,138 members.

Five Ships SecuredTHE DAILY GOLONIST. to Dote
Two C. P. N. Steamers Sail 

Tonight.
Delivered by carrier at 20 cents ner week 
or mailed postpaid to any part of Canada 
(except the city) and the United States at 
the following rates:
One year .
Wj months

The council of the .Victoria Board of 
Trade held a meeting yesterday morn­
ing, the president and five members be­
ing present. The president reported on 
his failure to induce Mr. J. J. Hill, pres­
ident of the Great Northern railway, to 
visit Victoria, and also on the confer­
ences with Mr. G. Anderson, the Domin­
ion trade commissioner, aud with Dr. 
Widkett, the Canadian Manufacturers’ 
association commissioner, which have 
been fully reported in these columns. 
Dr. Wickett will meet the board on his 
return from Dawson.

Hon. J. D. Prentice wrote, enclosing 
the following correspondence * 
tion "with the closing, of the offices of 
the White Pass & Yukon route in this 
city:

1*„.
lix-$6 00

8 00

fHE SEMI-WEEKLY GOLONIST KLONDIKE OUTPUT.

Mr. George H. Hees, cnairman of the 
commercial intelligence committee of the 
Canadian Manufacturers’ association, 
has been visiting Dawson, and his re­
port upon the Klondike has been publish* 
ed. He gives a very chilly account of 
the prospects before the Yukon. He 
quotes Mr. Seukler, the Assistant Gold 
Commissioner, as saying":

The output of gold in the Klondike 
last year was over $24,000,000. The 
production of the coming year, according 
to the government’s estimates, will not 
exceed $14,000,000, a falling off of near­
ly one-half. The reason for this very 
large decline is that the old creeks, or 
“finds,” are being worked up, and no 
new discoveries have been made for 
more than a year.

We do not know what grounds there 
may be for the general conclusions ar­
rived at by Mr. Hees, but we do know 
that there must be something wrong 
about this. The Klondike output for 
1900 according to the official figures 
$22,275,000. In 1901 the output was 
$18,000,000, not $24,000,000. A decrease 
from $18,000,000 to $14,000,000 would 
l?e a very serious one. But it would 
not be a falling off of nearly one-half 
as .Mr. Seukler is reported as saying. 
The Klondike 4 figures will be closely 
watched this year. Last year was the 
nrat to show a decline. If this year 
shows a further decline, the conclusdon 
may be erroneous, but will be natural 
that the Klondike reached its zenith in 
the year 1900; and that, while it will 
be many years before it ceases to be an 
important placer field, it will not again 
reach a total of over $20,000,000 of 
placer gold in a single year. It may be 
as well to remember, however, and the 
Manufacturers’ association should bear 
it m mind, that prospecting and mining 
for placer gold lead to the discovery 
and development of more permanent 
sources of mineral wealth in most coun­
tries, and that the Yukon is not likely 
to be an exception to the rule.

$1 60One year .................
Blx months..............
Three months ........

Bent postpaid to any part of Canada or the 
United State*.
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- ;in connec- a’ :.. , , Harold sail' !

Straits and when in view ,,r . —
chorage in the Royal Roa<!« «•.(. 
the roqks at the race. The t ™ 
went to the assistance of the [j 
Which was afterwards hacked df 
* claim was made by the Yictari j 
The case was tried in the MnrraW 
court here and the Lome was awarded 
extraordinary towage. The Hamhi 
leaking and badly damaged, was towed 
m to Esquimau, where she was hauled 
out on the marine ways and a new hw 
tom practically put in the y/™ T; 
fore she was ready to proev ,] .T"
Fraser river to load for Liver-,oo' 
Aberfoyle,^ which took Newcastle' 
to San Diego, where Capt. O -ihip w. 
the vessel is awaiting her new' masb“ 
at the 'Californian port, and 
then proceed to ' the Rnv.al T-o'a.p " 
toad salmon at either Victoria or the 
(Fraser, river. The Cambrian II'Is 
which is now 131 days ont from f.riH» 
with coal for the navy, is the next of 
the salmon carriers expected to reach 
port. She was reported spoken 
'Horn on July 5th by Lloyd's shippi„, 
list, and the Merchants’ Exclu,,-,,. 
ports, while the New York Maritime 
Register gives the date of the report as 
June 5th, which if true, will make her 
due here very shortly. Tip. v,.», 
Woodside, which has arrived 'fr™ 
Table Bay, is waiting in the Knvth 
Roads, and the Artemis, is on her war 
up from 'Santa Rosalia to load salmon 
—making a fleet of five ships chartered 
to date, and negotiations are under way 
for the charter of another vessel. The 
fleet this year will he much smaller than 
last year, when the largest fleet „n 
record carried the immense pack to 
England.

1 the
TERMS STRICTLY IN ADVANCE.

■o- ti'g L,V . Treasury Department, 
Victoria, July 25th, 1902. 

■Sir,—My attention has been drawn to the 
fact that you Intend to withdraw all your 
-offices from this province. I would refer 
you to the British Oolumbla-Yukon Railway 
Act, passed in May, 1897, clause 9 of which 
reads as follows:

“The chief place of business of the com­
pany shall be at the city of Victoria, and 
the company may from time to time by by- 
lay appoint and fix other places within or 
beyond the limits of Canada, at which the 
business of the company may be transact­
ed, and at which the directors or sharehold- 

may meet when called, as shall be de­
termined by the by-laws.”

It is clearly contrary to the provision of 
the charter of your company to close your 
offices In the city of Victoria.

I have the honor to be, sir,
Tour obedient servant,

(Sgd.) J. D. PRENTICE},
Minister of Finance.

A. B. Newall, Esq., Vi-ceJP reel dent and 
General Manager British Columbia-Yu-* 

* kon Railway Co., Seattle, Washington, 
U. S. A.

'■rne
!<d.- AGRICULTURAL.

The condition of agriculture in this 
province, relatively to the demand for 
agricultural products, is appalling. This 
conclusion must be forced upon any­
one who gives the subject even a cur­
sory examination. The province is bled 
to death to pay for agricultural pro­
ducts which can, and should, all be pro­
duced within its borders. There is 
plenty of good soil, a good climate, and 
a magnificent aud growing market, and 
yet, our food products come from every­
where except our home farms. There 
must be some reason for this state of 
affairs. We do not propose to ferret out 
every reason, but rather to lay stress up­
on one cause which it is the more worth 
while to lay stress upon, because it is 
preventable. Canada at thè present time 
is the object of attack to a perfect army 
of cultivators of the soil. Many of these 
are substantial farmers, possessed of 
both capital and Skill. The incomers are 
also displacing a certain number of our 
own farmers who, after hewing a valu­
able farm from the wilderness, are sell­
ing it for-'a comfortable sum. It is 
quite incredible that many; of those far­
mers should nofr be attracted to British 
Columbia, with its soil, climate aûd un­
rivalled market for the products of mix­
ed farming. Now what encouragement 
do men of this class find to come into 
British Columbia? Where can they get 
information or assistance to settle on 
the land? Can any- person mention a 
district available for farming which is 
open for settlement . by immigrants? 
Anyone who can, knows more than we 
do. We have lost, or are threatened 
with losing, the fruits of one of the 
greatest immigration movements iu his­
tory, through not having a catalogue ot' 
our goods, and attractive samples dis­
played in our front windows. Some peo­
ple are in the habit of arguing that the 
large amount of land alienated to rail­
way companies is Responsible for the 
lack pf encouragement to immigrants. 
The exact contrary is the case. The 
immigrant can get quicker, easier and 
more satisfactory terms on land from a 
railway company at the present time, 
than he can from a private owner or 
from the government. (Surely this is a 
paradox when the government gives 
away land. Not at all, because the 
railway company obtains surveys, maps 
and reports on its land, and can, by 
these things, save to the prospective set-» 
tier what he would otherwise have to 
spend in prospecting for a location. The 
railway company also has an interest in 
settling the laud, because every settler 
is a source of revenue to the railway. 
The government has a similar, but much 
greater, interest in every settler. Why 
does our government not take a leaf out 
of the book of the C. P. R. in surveying 
and advertising the agricultural lands of 
the province? May we hope that a prac­
tical and definite move in this direction 
will be made in the near future, as fore­
shadowed by the Minister of Agriculture 
during the session of the Legislature?
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The steam yacht Wigwam, of the Al­
aska Packers’ association, is in port and 
will not sail for 'Seattle until 10 o’clock 
this morning. She has as passengers 
President Drysdale, of the Alaska Pack­
ers’ association, and Mr. Stephens, of 
Seattle, who have spent two days here. 
The president of the Alaska Packers’ 
association says he is here with his 
friend for pleasure, but as it is now the 
busiest part of the salmon season, there 
are many who say that if so, business 
must be pleasure to him. He will not 
discuss the object of his coming, but it 
is rumored that he is engaged in com­
pleting arrangements for the entry of 
the big cannery combine which he rep­
resents into the industry in this province. 
The columns of the Colonist have been 
filled for days with applications for 
foreshore rights, and*'it is alleged that 
in one or more of these applications for 
foreshore rights and privileges on the 
northern end of Vancouver Island, the 
Alaska Packers’ association is interest­
ed. On the occasion of his last visit 
here on the Wigwam, Mr. Drysdale and 
W. A. Ward, of this city, took 
down the Straits to see if the schools of 
sockeyes were coming in, and inciden­
tally to look over the lay of the land 
and casually inspect the foreshore in 
that section. As is known, the incom­
ing salmon runs pass the shores of Van­
couver Island before they swim through 
the Gulf of Georgia and the Sound to­
wards the Fraser, and this locality is 
considered among the best for salmon 
traps. This year, it seems, the salmon 
are not passing the locality of the Puget 
Sound traps in any quantity, as formerly, 
and while the Fraser river canners have 
been doing well, the traps have been al­
most empty. Mr. Drysdale thinks the 
winds have kept the fish in the British 
Columbia waters this year, for in his 
opinion the presence of the traps have 
nothing to do with the. direction taken 
by the fish. The wind has been such 
that the fish have been kept to this side 
and swam on to the Fraser without pass­
ing the Sound traps in any quantiy.

The run will be a poor one on the 
Sound this year, for up to Saturday 
last, according to letters received from 
the 'Sound cahners, the pack of all the 

'canneries over the border had reached 
but 225,000 cases, and it is not expect­
ed that the pack will exceed 275,000 
sockeyes. As a large number of the 
canneries have guaranteed their Chinese 
packs of 40,000 cases and upwards, 
however, it is expected that many can­
neries will begin packing cohoes, silver 
salmon and other fish, which do not 
bring anything like the price brought by 
the much more marketable sockeyes.

Yesterciay the run was not ,so good on 
the Fraser river, the catches having fall­
en off, according to despatches received 
£rom the river by local cannerymen. 
With a much smaller pack this year, the 
prospects are that the price of salmon 
will rule high, and already the dealers 
have begun to advance their quotations 
for this year’s salmon.

91 Victoria, B. C., August, 4th, 1902. 
Hon. J. D. Prentice, Minister of Finance, 

Province of British Columbia, Victoria,
B. C.

Sir,—Your communication of the 25th 
nit., addressed to Mr. Newall. the vice- 
president and manager of the British Col­
umbia-Yukon (Railway company, relative 
to the closing of that company's offices in 
Victoria and Vancouver, has been forward­
ed to me with a request that I should take 
up and explain to you the position of the 
British Columbla-Yukon Railway company 
in the premises.

I would respectfully point out that you 
are under a misapprehension In supposing 
that the British Columbla-Yukon Railway 
company Intend removing their head office 
from Victoria; such ls‘ not the case. The 
head offlcé of the company Is and has been 
situated at No. 2 Langley street, Victoria, 
B. C., since the company was organized In 
this province In the summer of 1869.

All the directors of the company, with 
the exception of two, are residents of this 
city, and even If lit were desired, which !t 
Is not, the company would be precluded 
from moving Its. head office from here by 
virtue of section 9 of Its private charter.

The White Pass & Yukon ronte/of which 
the British Columbla-Yukon Railway com­
pany is merely an associated company, has 
maintained offices in Vancouver and Vic­
toria for the sale of tickets, etc., for some 
time, but for a number of reasons it has 
been decided to close them. 1 need hardly 
point out, however, that the office of the 
White Pass & Yukon route In this city 
ht not and never has been the “principal 
office” of the British Columbla-Yukon Rail­
way company, which Is and always has 
been at 32 Langley street, as already 
stated.

I have the honor to be. sir,
Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) ROBERT CASSIDY, 
Secretary British Columbla-Yukon Railway 

Company.

1 - CONDENSED ADVERTISING (CLASSI­
FIED) — One cent a word each Insertion; 

per cent, discount for six or over con- 
utive Insertions. Cash with order. No 

advertisement Inserted for less than 25c.
BUSINESS or PROFESSIONAL CARDS— 

Of four lines or under, $2 per month.

10!

sec
!

’

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS— 
$1 each, Including Insertion In the Daily 
and one of the Semi-Weekly editions.

r

No advertisement charged to account tor 
less than *L ' WITH CABLE SUPPLIES.

Mary Dodge Sails from San Francisco 
for Fanning Island.PATRIOTIC SALMON.$26.00 REWARD■

The schooner Mary Dodgp sailed 
from San Francisco on Sunday laden 
with a full cargo of supplies aud build­
ing material for the cable station of 
the British Pacific cable being estab­
lished on Fanning Island. The eargo 
of the Mary Dodge is the second that 
has been taken from San Francisco by 
the Pacific 'Construction Companv, the 
contractors for the laying of the cable 
and building of the stations. The brig 
Galilee sailed from the Golden Gate 
in June with a full cargo aud a number 
of workmen, all taken from San Fran­
cisco. There is much adverse comment 
regarding the fact that the material for 
this “All-Red” cable now being laid by 
Great Britain and her colonies, should 
her ‘•secured from a foreign port rather 
thttn _ from one of the colonies which 
contribute so much towards the estab­
lishment of the lengthy cable.

Nobody knows very mudh ab'out the 
habits of fish, but one of the last sen- 
timents anyone would ever dream of at­
tributing to salmon would be a feeling 
of patriotism towards the land of their 
birth. And yet the soc-keye salmon are 
this year displaying traits which it is 
51ar(d to explain upon any other hypo- 
ohesis. We «11 know that the salmon 
are bred upon the Fraser river. They 
are Canadian fish bom and bred. We 
also know that they return to the 
haunts of their youth when it devolves 
upon them to carry out the end of their 
existence, which is to be boiled down 
into cans with shiny and brilliantly col­
ored label» upon them. And we have 
sad reason to know that the salmon have 
been in the habit of taking a tour 
through American waters, before finding 
the spawning grounds of the Fraser 
nver. We may feel incline^ to say to 
rae individual salmon who Is caught in 
the cruel American trap, “Serves you 
right. W hy did you not stay in your 
own country, and yield up your life in 
tne more artistic and expensive gill-ndt.” 
but we nevertheless regret the wholesale 
fehïlatlOI!i our neighbors of the 

J s™- an,d br?d ™ onr waters. We
n.ntin1,deii'Se'Van-0US scheracs for antici- 
£2î“*f tUe American canners, the only 
effective one of which however, seems 
to be to capture the fish in 'Canadian 
traps before they strike the United
hîtl a practice Dorn which we
have hitherto refrained from distinguiJh- 
ld.,c'’Deration for the feelings and 
Nowb hoL °f tb.® salmou themselves, 
salmon U aPpears as though the

sx* isars'sss? a»— «■<
™ as t0 aroid the Ameri-

year^o tor rtn1SACertain faet that tMs 
year so far, the fishermen on the Fraser
have made splendid catches, while the 
traps have remained practically empty 
Ope mgtit lately, very few fish we“e £ 
thf Fr».U he lrap!’ ,while one boat on 

ho!,rFand C2pî?red |'100 salmon in an in fifte»d • ha.,f’ another boat 300 
The salmon so far are 

the ™ Passage and making
Pass Tth °{ tbe Fraser by Plumper’! exeent fhe Wha.t- can this be attributed 
the toVht£ !6iÿlmpnt of patriotism, or 
shv 34tnt>,as the fish have become trap 
win , 'Anybody who doubts whether fish 
viU become trap shy or not, may ex­
periment for himself by trying to capture 
time* 2(‘h0°! °f minnows several
•Miftin'h 8 m?sh landing net. After 
iornlito-b ??T,th-e minnows wifi avoid the 
ot mL !'eV'aSSO,^W with the loss 
Sutolv their relations and friends,
surely salmon have as much sense as 
minnows. Without being unduly ifi!
is not13; ,v™tnre to hope that this 
^ Dot an isolated outbreak
W\nt twP,lrt of-?e cockeye sal- 
ran Vi16 av0ldauee of Ameri-
traditim ^ W1 ,be. Preserved as a sacred 
only £n- a",ona them. Thus and thus 
as 'Canoa-bb® salm°n also be preserved 
ticle ^î,dl,sn branfls of the canned ar-
or fn Sfi uetrs.they 8re caaght h> traps

:
Will be paid lor such Information os 
will lead to the conviction of anyone 
dealing the Colonist newspaper from 
be door of a subscriber.

a cruise

;•

I THE BRIDGE SURPLUS.
1 new
: We observé that the city -council has 

refused to permit the expected bridge 
surplus to be diverted into the ordinary 
exchequer of^ tjjç,. city this year. In 
so doing' the comciucil has acted with 
wisdom and prudence. Those who advo­
cated and voted for the diversion of the 
surplus had an arguable case in the 
large amount of extraordinary expendi­
ture this year *and the already high 
rate of taxation. But they had not a 
sufficiently strong case to justify a 
departure from the root principles of 
sound and conservative finance. To pay 
extra taxes this yeàr, with the certainty 
of reduction next year, is surely better 
than to lighten the taxes this year with 
borrowed money, and enjoy the com­
forting reflection that the interest on 
that borrowed money must remain a 
permanent burden upon the revenue of 
the city. Such a surplus should not 
come into the ordinary revenue of the 
city in any year. Suppose a man were 
to save Up $5,000 to build himself a 
house and suppose the house only cost 
$4,500. If he were to draw $500 from 
the bank and proceed to “blow it in” 
as they say, would he bp richer or 

9 poorer by the transaction? He would 
certainly be poorer, still, if his house 
was built and he had the money over, 
he could then do as he chose with it. 
But, if he spent this money before his 
house was built, before he hadi let the 
contract for it, his neighbors would be 
justified in doubting his common sense. 
There is, therefore, a special objection 
against the city’s spending the money 
this year in the fact that the amount 
of the surplus remains hypothetical. 
iNo one so far, moreover, has challenged 
our opinion that there ought to be no 
surplus in a work of this kind, that the 
money should all be spent on the bridge, 
on the principle of the more money the 
better bridge. No bridge which the 
city cqn afford to build now is likely 
to be more than adequate to the traf­
fic of ten ^ears from to-day, nor is any 
likely to be adequate to that of twenty 
year» hence. Therefore, it is the poor­
est kind of civic economy not to widen 
the bridge up to the amount of money 
available, rather than limit the bridge to 
a sum les» than is in the treasury for 
the purpose.

Capt. Gaudin, agent of marine and 
fisheries, acknowledged the receipt of 
the report of the board’s committee on 
harbors and navigation respecting acci­
dents in Trincomali and adjacent chan­
nels, on account of the unsurveyed state 
of these waters, and said it had been re­
ferred to the department. He added 
that aids to navigation had already been 
established on the Miami, Benmord and 
Horda reefs.

Mrs. B. W. Pearse expressed her sin­
cere thanks to the board for their ex­
pression of sympathy _ou the death of 
her husband.

A letter was received from Messrs. 
Lenz & Leiser enclosing a printed cir­
cular sent out by the Retail Merchants’ 
Association of Trail, drawing atten­
tion to the curtailment of the silver-lead 
mining in the province, owing to the dis­
couraging conditions governing the mar­
ket for that class of ore, the lack of tar­
iff safeguards and the action of the 
American 'Smelter trust in discriminating 
against Canadian ores. The circular 
asked that efforts should he made to se­
cure the adoption by the Dominion gov­
ernment of specific duties on lead pro­
ducts equal, at least, to those of th? 
■Uniteft States, the beneficial effects of 
which would be felt hy every manufac­
turer in Canada, as well as by the min­
ing interests.

In connection with this matter, the 
Dominion government has announced 
that nothing can be done until parlia­
ment meets.

The following standing committees 
were named by tljp president:

Fisheries—Beaumont Boggs, G. A., 
Kirk, B. 'C. Mess, A. G. McCandless and 
Joshua Kingham.

Manufacturers.—J. A. Hall, D. B. Ker, 
W. J. Pen dray, J. A. 'Sayward and H. 
J. Scott.

Harbors and Navigation—Chas. E. 
Glarke, J. G. Cox, Wm. Grant, C. J. V. 
Spratt and J. W. Troup.

Public Works and Railways—H. P. 
Bell, H. F. Bullen, J. A. Mara, T. W. 
Paterson and F. C. Havidge.

Finance—Geo. Gillespie, W. F. Oliver 
and G. A. Taylor.

Mining-^Lindley Crease, Henry 
and T. Lubbe.

Agriculture and Forestry—<M. Baker, 
R. Seabrook aud Wm. Templeman.

Mr. Mara, chairman, of the hotel com­
mittee, reported progress and told of the 
interviews with President Shaughnessy 
and General Manager McNicoll, of the 
G. P. R., who had promised to bring 
the matter before their colleagues in 
Montreal.

The Colonist Printing & Publishing 
company were awarded the contract for 
printing the annual report, in which will 
be included, as was the case last year, 
an illustrated- pamphlet. Messrs. Mara 
and Lugrin were appointed to look after 
the wdrk.

The steamboat service between this 
city .and 'Seattle was discussed, and 
Messrs. Pitts, Lugrin and Mara were 
appointed to wait on the Alaska Steam­
ship officials and insist on a guarantee 
that steamers suitable to the require­
ments of the trade be put on the route.

Sir 'Edmund Barton, premier of the 
■Commonwealth of Australia, will be ten­
dered a banquet by the board upon his 
arrival here on his way home. It was 
also intended to banquet Premier Sed- 
dou, of New Zealand, but the cable yes­
terday announced that he was not com­
ing this way. Messrs. Burns, Mara, 
Oliver and Pitts were appointed a com­
mittee to arrange the banquet to Sir Ed­
mund Barton.

The council then adjourned.

AK men IN THE DOCK.

these. (H. 'M. S. Amphion entered the dry 
dock yesterday and to-day the warship 
will he surveyed. The Amphion has 
been badly damaged as a result of the 
stranding at Wreck Bay. St. Charles 
Island, during her southern cruise, 
when she struck bottom in about three 
and a half fathoms of water at low 
tide, and proceeded in a leaking con­
dition to Telchuano, where temporary 
repairs were effected. Much of the iron 
of her keel is crumpled forward, and 
a number of new plates and several 
frames will have to be renewed.

on.

I C. P. N. FLEET.

The steamer Prnicess May, which ar­
rived from the North on Tuesday after­
noon, is still in port, aud will uot sail 
for the North until Friday evening at 
the usual hour. The steamer is held to 
allow of necessary work being dune in 
her engine room, where some of her 
boiler pipes are in need of repair. She 
was obliged to make a stop fur six 
hours on her last trip to Skagway. be­
cause of the leaking pipes, and will not 
leave port until the work is completed. 
The repairs will be finished to-day. The 
Princess May has booked few passengers 
from here, but a large number are 
awaiting her at Vancouver, where 3 
number of tickets have beeu sold. She 
will have a fair

course

1

o
PROVINCIAL CREDIT.

-o-^Scrutator’s letter, which we publish 
this morning, is in the main legitimate 
criticism of the Government’s action in 
withdrawing the provincial loan, al­
though it is criticism admittedly made 
without special knowledge of the circum­
stances. However, we must challenge 
his statement that “Its (the Province's; 
situation is desperate, deficits are grow­
ing, and public credit is at a discount.” 
This statement is simply not in accord­
ance with fact. It was the sta^e of the 
market which balked the loan, not the 
state of the province. The bonds of 
the province maintained a course par­
allel with Consols all through the dark­
est days of the war. They have shown 
remarkable recuperative powers since 
the close of the war. Their relation to 
consols has altered if anything in favor 
of the British Columbia security, the 
last Budget speech sending our stock up 
one point, which advance it has main­
tained. At the present time the price of 
B. iC. stock is higher than for some con­
siderable time, and its price relatively 
to that of other securities of the 
class most satisfactory.

GIFT TO THE NATION.

King Edward Presents Osborne House 
to the People.

London, Aug. 10.—King Edward has 
signalized his coronation in a memorable 
manner by the munificent gift to the 
nation of Osborne House, one of the 
favorite residences of the late Queen 
Victoria.

The gift is maae in the following mes­
sage to his people, addressed to Prime 
Minister Balfour:
“Buckingham Palace, .Coronation Day,

A cargo.
The steamer Princess Louise and 

Queen City will sail from Turner, 
Beet on Sz, Co.’s wharf to-night at H 
o'clock—the former for Naas and way 
ports and the latter for Ahousett aud 
way ports on the West oC'ast. The 
northern steamer will carry an average 
freight and a small complement of i>a>< 
eugers, andi on her down trip, she will 
bring a full cargo of salmon. The 
Queen City will have a large freiehr. 
including heavy shipments of materia 
for Bamfield Creek. She will have

;

of common
“Under the will of the King’s much 

beloved mother, the Osborue House es­
tate is, as Mr. Balfour is aware, the 
private property of the Sovereign. Hav­
ing to spend a considerable part of each 
year in the capital of his kingdom and 
in its neighborhood at Windsor, and 
having also strong home ties in the 
county of Norfolk, which have existed 
for nearly 4G years, the King feels he 
will be unable to make adequate use of 
Osborne House as a royal residence. He 
accordingly has determined to offer this 
property in the Isle of Wight as a gift 
to the nation.

“As Osborne House is sacred to the 
memory of the late Queen, it is the 
-u.mgs wish that, with the exception of 
those apartments which were in the 
personal occupation of Her Majesty, his 
people shall always have access to the 
house, which must ever be associated 
with her beloved name.

“As regards the rest of the building, 
the King hopes it may be devoted to 
national purposes and be converted into 
a convalescent home for officers of the 
navy and army whose health has been 
impaired in rendering service to their 
country.

“If, in order to give full legal effect 
to the King’s wishes, it is found that 
application to parliament be necessary 
the King trusts that Mr. Balfour will 
see that the 
course taken.

King Edward held a privy council to­
day at Buckingham Palace, at which the 
newly appointed ministers were sworn 
in. Later he officiated at an investita- 
ture of the Victorian Order.

many passengers.
V CroCt MINING NOTES.

The Holmes Syndicate which Is develop­
ing the Queen group of claims near Yniir. 
have about completed their clean-iu> 
the July. run. The return, it is expected, 
will exceed that of the previous muuta, 
which netted the Nelson owners of the pt°‘ 
perty a very handsome sum in the way ot 
royalties.

American capital is developing the Port­
land group in the Simllkameen. The com­
pany Is known as the Portland Minim: < om- 
pany, Lit., J. E. Bate, one of the originai 
locators and superintendent, is workms: ^ 
crew of eight men. and has sunk a -hart 
to the 100-foot level, with satisfactory re­
sults.

The plant for the concentrator at tae 
Velvet mine is now on the ground ana 
construction work is proceeding active.' 
on the buildings td accommodate the ma­
chinery. Foundations are comp let i-d Hna 
the framework is rapidly rising. The com­
pany desires to take every advantage m 
the present excellent weather for constitu­
tion, and under ordinary circumstance?.
will have the plant housed long before tne 
weather takes a change.

The ten-stamp mill which has been erec ,- 
l at the Relief mine. 13 miles from r.ru- 

near Nelson, by Mr. D. J. McNally. .u:il,er 
the superintendence of Mr. F. 11 ^ 
ton. manager of the mine, has start ' 
There Is a large amount of ore on t. 
dump.

-o-
E-UROPEAN CROPS.

Bad Outlook in Germany and Hungary.

,-r same

THE COST OF LIVING. A BRIDGE SURPLUS.

It is frequently maintained that in The mind of the municipality and the 
spite of the greatly increased power of minds of the citizens are very much 
production of the human unit during exercised over the question of the bridge 
the last thirty years no increase In, com- surplus, and what is to be done with 
fort has accrued from the increased pro- it. It does not seem to have occurred 
duction to the wage earner, the con^en- to any body to first ask the question : 
tion being that although wages are Why should there be a 'bridge surplus? 
higher, the purchasing value of the dol- A certain amount of money has been 
lar is so much lower that no benefit voted by the citizens for the specific 
has resulted. The annual report of the purpose of building a bridge. This has 
Massachusetts bureau of labor contains been augmented by appropriations from
statistics which throw a flood of light the Street Railway company and the
on this intricate question. First, as to government. The purpose of these ap-
the purchasing power of the gold dollar propriations was, we humbly submit, to
in 1902 as compared with 1872, flour is assist Victoria in building a bridge, and
more than 51 per cent, cheaper; rice 29 not in doing something else. Therefore
per cent, cheaper; tea more than 21 the available money should be used for
per cent, cheaper; coffee more than 36 the purpose of building a bridge, and
per cent, cheaper; brown sugar 51, and not for any other purpose. It appears
granulated 56 per cent, cheaper; molas- to us that, unless the bridge it is intend-
ses about 30 per cent, cheaper; and soap ed to build, is absolutely the best and
and starch 34. This is considered an most commodious bridge -that can be
era of high prices for meat, yet the re- designed, the surplus of money avail-
tail prices of beef and veal is less to- able should be utilized to make it better
day in the Boston market than it was and provide more accommodation. We
^ although mutton and pork are wish to make it perfectly clear here and S(kTlqf. \fa,*r?rm«iri „ÛM1-
slightly higher. Lard is worth 10 ner now that we do not intend to reopen the fonowln J d .th!
cent, less and trotter 23 per cent, less question of the kind of bridge to he 11 g„ '^1 <X.5u,X the.nD „paH™ent °£
than in 1672. Cheese, milk and eggs bnilt, and we sincerely hope that nobody A to
are also considerably lower in price, else does. We have followed the dis- improvement of Victoria harbor: 
Coal costs 28 per cent, less; cotton goods cussion on this subject with the un- . ™y Dear Senator,—On my return to Ot- 

TO prove to you tna« » of all kinds an average of over 40 in- biassed mind of a perfect technical fSpfovemrat ofUIthee harb?fer5n Vk-tori»6 
F^=L°im,tment 18 a cert »i, rant, less: boots about 50 per cent. less, ignorance, and we have come to the and, wh™! that work Mrtains^to the De 
Md*evOTlUtfn4î?re/?tr uf** Rentals for the smaller tenements have conclusion, which we believe to be also partaient of Public works, I shall be^nost 
bleodineand nrnlTnuiln»r!ùnK decreased, aud for the larger tenements the general consensus of opinion, that happy to direct the Chief (Engineer of this 

manufacturers have guaranteed S. See have increased during the period. The stone and reinforced concrete bridges pepattment to make a report, when he is 
tfwmiali in the dailr press and ask vourneieh rG^Hctiqn in the cost of board has been >re too expensive for the accommoda- ,!L ®rIt,sh Columbia, In conectio-û with 
*er» what they think w? it. You can use it anc a ho fit âO per cent. Another set of tion provided, and that fiheir construe- J?

Woahoac. aj statistics in the same report shows the tion would seriously interrupt traffic tor, 0 837 1M ‘ dYSurS «mthfullv
dealers or Kihiansox,Ba"i>..i & Co_Toronto percentage distribution of income over in this case, a ruinous length of time. W,e JAMils ST TliI'/HI.ANT).Dr. Chase’s OintmftH the various expenditures of families with thoroughly believe in a steel bridge, The Honorable w. J, McDonald, Sen-

■ a small income. The year 1875 is taken but we believe in having the widest and a tor, Victoria. B. C.

. Aug. 13.—Cold raids have been
tailing throughout Germany for a fort­
night, turning to snow in the mountains 
temperatures were reported to-day as 
low as 40 degrees fahrenheit. The har­
vest just closing has been damaged, es- 
specially for wheat aud rye, and im­
ports of foreign grain will be required 
for mixing to improve the quality of 
flour. Berlin produce exchange dealers 
say the imports for this purpose will 
come from Russia. In Hungary beets 
which are the backbone of agriculture 
in large fertile districts are undersized 
have rank tops and are lacking in Bae^ 
charine. This is the time of year that 
beets require sunshine and warmth for 
developing. If the rains continue the 
sugar product will be the shortest in 
years.

—0
RURAL FREE DELIVERY.

'Some months ago a correspondent 
drew the attention of readers of the 
Golonist to ‘this subject and enclosed a 
letter from the Postmaster-General in 
which he stated that he was watching 
the experiment in the rural free de­
livery of postal matter now being con­
ducted in the United States with great 
interest. We recommend to our 
pendent and to others, including Sir Wil­
liam Mulock, the following description 
of the effect of rural free delivery wheih 
we have cut from an exchange:—

It is said that the deficit in the postal 
department for the last fiscal year will 
be only $1,000,000. While the depart­
ment officials have believed that the 
rural free delivery would be responsible 
for f| large part of the deficit, it turns 
out that this new departure has beeu the

z

corres-

ed

necessary steps are In due
HARBOR IMiPRlOV’EMffiJNTS.

Letter Received from the Minister by 
Hon. 'Senator Macdonald.

»

HER BRAND.

A correspondent writes: “Two v 
Were strong supporters of a local 1 
operative store : but one day, as 
them was passing down the street. >:u ; 
surprised to see her friend com in- .
a licensed grocer’s shop. T thoelit. 
Broon, ye wls a member o’ the (’ • "
her remark. ‘So I am; but! d;io yv K_\, 
this, there’s nae shop in Glescu I ' 
nice beef ham as in here.’ Some ■ 
Mrs. Broon’s friend went Into tin- ; 
to buy a sample of the beef h.-mi 
Broon gets here.’ A quiet smile sv *■ ■ ' 
the shopman’s face. “Oh, yes.' lie s'-'1- 
can obleege you. Hly you brochr n 
wl* you?’ ”—Glasgow Evening Tim1 ~ 

“Sorry you failed to gain your 
him. Why didn’t yon take my 
strike him after he had a good 

“I did, but the dinner was so g" ' 
caused indigestion.”

HUNTING HER HUSBAND.

Winnipeg, Aug. 9.—(Special)—Mrs.
Wosney and her young daughter, Jane, 
aged 13, arrived in Winnipeg on Mont 
day last from Nelson, B. C., expecting 
to meet Mr. Wosney here. He had 
written to them about July 12 to come 
On their arrival Mr. Wopney was not 
fit the station to meet them, and they 
have not been able to find him yet 

Rev. George Young, D.D., of Winni­
peg, the veteran Methodist divine, is 
seriously ill at his sou’s summer cot­
tage on Couey Island, Rat Portage.

LUCAS MEYER DEAD.

Famous Boer General Succumbs to 
Heart Disease.

Brussels, Aug. 8.—The Petit Bleu an­
nounces the sudden death of Gen. Lu­
cas Meyer, of heart disease. Gen. 
Meyer was attacked several times with 
this illness during the war iu South Af­
rica.

———-------o---------------
. Mean Thief.*-Some miscreant stole „ 
solid silver vase, the property of Mrs. 
Henry Croft, from the flower show.
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