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«THE CANADIAN  CONSTITORON.”

Instruetive Leeture on Respon-
sible ‘Government.

Reviewing the Political History of the
Deminion Through its Several
Epochs.

¢‘ The Canadian Qonstituion and Respon- |
sible Government ” was the sabject of an ir-
structive and interesting lecture which Rev. |
Dr. Campbell recently delivered before the |
Sir William Wallace Society. The reverend
gentleman said :
Io was with much pleasure that I agreed
to prepare a paper for this eeciety on the
development of the Constitation of our coun-
try, and the struggles. which the poor and
independent people of Canada hsd to obtain
** Responsible Government.” I have been
in close touch with the public echool system
of Ontario for nearly twenty years, and I
have carefully looked into that of Britieh
Columbia since I had the plesture of be-
comibg a citizen of your royal city three
years ago, and I am convinoed that there is
too little attention given in our public
schools to the history of Canada. Many of
our youog people Who have passed through
a tolerably thorough oourse of training in
our schools and have a fair knowledge of the
principal countries of Earope are ignorant of
even a general outline of the history of their
own beautiful Cenada. This is not as it
should be, for there is no country to-day on
the face of the globe which during the first
three hundred years of ite existence hae a
rander or more glorious history than
6-mda—n history breathing the spirit of

ptoos of civil and religious liberty.

In considering the constitutional history
of Canads, and vhe establishment of consti-
tavtional government, the thoughts are
paturally carried bick to the ¢ Magna

IN AND AROUND VERNON,

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

VERrNON, Nov. 23.—Of the younger cities

of the province there are none which com

pare favorably with Vernon in the appear-

ance of its residences and business houses

Nobt only are they substantially built, but

paint has not been stinted, and in conse
quence the town presents a pleasant prosper

ous face to ite visitors, which cannot but
Vernon is reached
from the C. P. R. by the Shuswap &
Okanagan branch line, and to it the rich
farming sections of White valley, Okanagan
and Spallumcheen are more or less tributary.
The population of Vernon is astimated at
over 1,000, and as high as 1,200 persons, and
though a new town, nearly $10,000 have
Road
making in the vicinity of Vernon has been
comparatively easy, which accounts in part
for several very pret'y drives from Vernon
The asseseed value

impress in its favor.

been spent in public improvements

to neighboring poinus.
of Vernon realty together with improve

ments, the latter assessed at half their value,

is estimated at $550,226, and with the ex

ception of a flgur mill bonus ef $5 000 the
corporation has practically no liabilities.
There is, however, o waterworks system in
the town, the absence of which is at present
giving the municipal council occasion for
The completion of a water
system will cost about $50,000, according to

much thought.

estimates received.

Though the country around Vernon is the

veritable garden of the province, its resi

dents have not been as prosperons as one

would imagine, though a marked improve

ment in their condition has taken place vhis

season consequent upon excellent crops

One of the chief obstacles in the way of the
district’s advancement is its isolation from

the provinocial markews. Oa the coast Ver

non produce is at the disadvantage of having
to compete with produce from Oregon -and
Washington, which has the great, advantage
of ‘a steamboat transporvation rate as against
In the Kootenay
trade the same difficnlty presents itself.
ht in from the
Colville valley at prices which renders the

a rallway freight rate.
Farm produce can be bro
of

goods fro
subject to rx
muarket, a

shipmenv
tanoes,
in the

long dis
or

and fall into bad repair.
was also shown i other matters.

settling up of the distriot.

terms to those desiring to take them up,

aud ib is not unlikely that others will follow

his lead in the matter. The growing scar-
city of common pasturage is also forcing
sarmers to: give more attention to mixed
farming and less to stock raising. Consider-

able interest has also been shown in the
mavber of butter making and ib is quite

probable that an organized attempt wiil bs

made in this direction shortly. ' For butter
of a uniformly good quality there is always
a good market but in the past it has been
but little cultivated. Though the wheat

yield per acre throughout the districy is ex-

ceptionally good the farmers complain that
y canno’ make anything

ab carrent prices the
ouv of wheat.

The most promhlnf industry is perhaps
ready there are con-

the fruoit raising. Al
siderable quanuties of fruit grown, but the

output will be vastly increased within the
nexb couple of years. For fruit am almost
unfailing market is to be had in the North-

west Terrivories, to reach which the C.P R
has given the growers exceptional facilities
Not only has the company given good

freight rates oa oar load lote, but it permits

the shippere to carry a representativs in the

oar aund dispose of goods along the line. The

resulte frow this, as may be imagined, have
been very suocqggsful.
canning and jam making have received some
attention. In this the Earl of Aberdeen has
also taken the laading part, but the suppl
of frul» nflering Fas mot as yet warrani
the commericement of operations.

Pomoxzo, Nov. 27,—Commandant Here
bers Buoth wiil have to be examioed jn
spiv by Brigadier D.Bagrett. The la

slandered him ty E%:‘ m“g?’

aade.
He sues Mr. Booth tor $10,000 damages:

v a——
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fall
very - precarious
uocertaking. In the one oase the shipments
take a most circuitous route over the Cana-
. dian Pacific and C. & K. Railway and Navi-
gation companies lines, and in the other
they come direct up the Columbia river to
Portland, and over the N. & F. 8. railway
to Nelson and other points. There is an-
other drawback to the Okansgan and ‘aur-
rounding distriots, namely the method of
farming. Considerable improvement has
taken place of Tate, bat it is not so very long
since agricultural machinery was left all
winter in the field where last used to rust
Similar neglect
Another
eause for non-smecess is the large holdings of
land which seriously interferes with the
The Earl of
Aberdeen has set a good example to his large
holding associates by dividing his property
up into small sections and giving liberal

Fruit and vegetable

Charta ”—the basis of Eoglish freedom ; the
foundation of England’s greatness and
glory. In Eogland, from the Conquest
downward, there was a struggle of races—
a struggle between the Normans and the
Saxons, the former teeking to enforce the
feudal exactions which they learned in
France, and the latter resisting this innova-
tion, and holding on to their own customs
Ab first it was a contest between the mon-
arch and his Norman followers on the one
side and the Saxon populationon the ovther
In less than two conturies the condition of
affairs had so changed, through vhe exaic
tions of ambitious kings, that the barons
joined the Sexone in their demande for the
good old Eoglish laws of Edward the Cot-
fessor. The keynote of the developmenr ot
the constitution of every nation is oclearly
sounded in this instance—being almostb in-
variably a struggle bsoween the aristocracy
and democracy —

THE SOVEREIGN AND THE PE PLE.

Canada was endowed with a representative
constitution her annals have borne a double
interes’. Political struggles and rivalries
commenc:d ; the execative and the people’s
deputies ocontended as to the limite
of their powers and rights. This bloodlest
contest ni‘harmless war was waged for many
years with indefatigable perseverance and
obwtirrate determifnation on the one side, and
o usn taot and ability on the other. The
‘sudable object of this strife was the ameli
oration ot Canadi, and the webl being of her
people.

While Canada was a colony of Franve,

constitutjonal development was impossible
| Everything of a civil natare in the province
was noder official patronage or political ser-
veillance, while religions matters were sub-
jact to vigorons ecclesiastical control. "The
owo principal otjscts which engrossed the
attention of the French colonisty were the
extension of the fur trade and the conver

sion of the Indian tribes. As & meane of
carrying on this project, exploration and
discovery formed the chief feature of French
colonial life. The fandamental principle ot
the old regime was that the spiritual and
the oiv.] powers ruled all the sabjects by
Divine right, and, therefore, that the firet
and last duty of governthent was to train
the people under a long line of absolute
funotionaries, religions and civil, to obey
the powers that be. The French:Canadians
were not unhappy uoder this regime,
for they mnever had a voice as
vo how they should be governed,
and had been obliged to do as governors bade
them. A demand for representative institu-
tions in the circumstances cruld hardly be
expeoted to come frown them. Their ambi

tion extended no farther than the hope that
they might be governed economicsliy, and
according to their own traditions. Their
relations to the land, their disposition and
babits, their love for their language, their
laws and religion made them eminently con-
servative.

But matters were completely changed
when thé country changed from French to
Brivish rule. From the day that Canada
was ceded to Eogland coastitutional ques-
tions occupied the attention of the Canadian
people, for the new immigrant element counld
not and would not tolerate military sway or
oivil absolutiem, but demanded the rights of
free men. They asked for nothing more,
-nd would be satisfied with nothing less,
aud with commendable perssverance kept
up the agitation until they obtained for Can
adas a crnstitution modelled as far as possi
ble after the British Constitution, which is
the most complete in the annals of history.
When the articles of surrender were sign
ed, in 1760, General Amherst pledged the
faith of Great Britain to the French popala-
tion for

¥ULL BELIGI(.)US LIBERTY,

which pledge was ratified by the King of
England in 1763, when the K'ng f France
ceded to him Canada with her dependencies.
The forms of law, and ocourt of Eagland
were introduced into Canada, and although
the system of military rule was never more
tenderly administered it was far from being
sgceeable to bhe French, who understood
neither the English language nor the justice
of British law. The continuange of the mil-
itary rule, however, was only co-existent
with the hostility between Grceat Britain
and France ; for immediately, after the
** Treaty of Paris”’ was sgreed to the King
of Eagland iseued a proclamation giving
direction to the Governor to call a *‘ general
assembly ” as eoon as the condition of Cana-
da would admit. A council was appointed
to assist ‘the Governor in the mesntime to
make such regulations as might appear to be
nevessary for the government of vhe colony.
For ten years British colonists had beén
exercising loyal patience, awaiting the ful-
filment of the royal proclamation, which
promised a *‘ general'sssembly ” as soon as
ciroumstances wounld admit. They sent, :
‘1774, o petition to the King reotting th
promise of the * royal pfgglqﬁgﬁon’" of
théir ob to betof soy longsr leto ex-

1763 oy aét forth in
l]}md to the ordinances of a Gov rnor atd

1
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Rev. Dr. Campbell's Interesting and | 2°™P

In a similar mapnner from the time tha®

oouuoll,wn:: €qually grisvous te both ¥}
and Ei %y ) L il
Io the same year the French Canud
sent a ‘petition to she imperisl pailisment
laining that a civil e it had
been substituted for the oivil rale 6t the
prevince, and asking for the restoration of
the ancient laws and costomvof the conntry.
The petition of the British oolonists was
rejeoted, and” the ** Qaebec act” based on
the petition of the French Canadians, was
passed. )

By the ‘‘Quebec act” the province was
divided into vhree districts, in each of which

] was a'judge appointed by-the king. In all

decisions there lay an appeal to the supreme
council, and thence to the King'in ‘counoil.
The nob revoked the * royal proclamation”
of 1763, and with vhe revooation the viola-
tion of the royal promise to establish a
¢¢ Houee of Assembly.” The French Roman
Catholios were granted the fullest religious
ltberty with exemption from the * oavh of
supremacy.” All controversy relating to
olvil rights and property among
the new subjects, or betwéen them
and the French colonists, were to be settled
by the old French laws as in foroe at the
corquest. Judges were to be appointed
from among the colonists converssnt with
these laws, whioh caused most of the judges
to be of French nationality. The Krench
language was to be used in the courts of
justioe. It also deprived the people of trial
by jury, the inalienable right of every sub-
jeoco of the British crown. If Canadians
were to be

ENSLAVED UNDER A LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
iv was imperatively necessary to maintain
the British jury laws. But the woret feat-
ure of the * act ” was thab it deprived both
British and French of the right of ¢* habeas
corpue.” At this the British colonists be-
came alarmed and sent a petition to the
House of Lords, and another to the House
of Commons, imploring the repeal of the
¢ Quebec act.” Bat both petitions were
rejsoted.

In paseing the *‘Quebec act.” England
comparatively satisfied the French colonists,
and confirmed them in their allegiance to
the British crown ; but it was a orushing
weight falling from the summit of British
power on the weadkening bond which linked
the kingdom and its transatlantic colonies
The * acv” retained Canada owing to the
great preponderance of the French popuia-
tion, but helped to cut adrift from Great
Britain the fineat colony she ever possessed
—now the ** United States of America.”

When General Haldimand replaced Carle-
ton as Governor of Canada, the Legislative
Council was assembled, and proceeded to
redress the grievances of the people ; yet,
with the air of a haughty autocrat, he
trampled on many of their rights
and their liberty. Daring his rule s
court of probate was established, and
the Governor with the Legislative Conncil
constituted themselvea a court of appeal
with the privilege of fioal appeal to the
Privy Counoil of Great Britain. The law of
habeas corpus, which was laid aside av the
conquesh, was introduced by the council,
not williogly, however, but under pressure
of the Imperial government. Immediately
after the *‘ Treaty of Versailles,” by which
the independence of the *‘ Thirteen States”
was acknowledged, a war of petitions hegn
in Canada ; on the one side were the British
Canadians pleading for radical constitutional
changes, and on the other mide w:s the
Legislative Counr cil praying that the * Quebec
act”’ be allowed to remain unaltered, declar-
ing that iv was well suited to the genius of
the colonists. The Imperial parliamenv was
at this time absorbed with the consideration
of importent international questions, which
engaged the attention of all the great natioas
of Europe, and therefore Canadisn affsirs re-
ceived but little notice of a practical
character.

Duriong the struggle between (Great Brib-
ain and her diesatirfisd colonies, Canada re-
ceived considerable increase to her popula-
oion from those in the *‘States” who be-
lieved that there was nat sufficient exou
for breaking away from the Empire, an
sherefure remained loyal to Eogland. Like
their

ANCESTORS, THE PILGRIM FATHERS,

the founders of the great American repub-
lic, who crossed the sea and sought in the
untrodden fores's of the new world the lib-
erty they were denied at home, those brave
refugees lefv their possessions and firesides
and flad to the distant wilderness of Western
Canada, Nova Socotia and New Brunswick,
and with heroic fortitude undertook to hew
out for themselves new homes where they
might enjoy protection and frerdom under
the old banner of the British lion
Although they refused to unite with their
fellow cit zsne of the American ocolonies in
taking up arms against Great Britain, they
must not be supposed to favor the dootrine
of the divine right of kings, or the absolute
domination of parliamenv. The record of
their forefathers from the days of Cromwell,
and their own subscqnent history as the
““pation builders” ot Upper Canada, prove
the very opporite. The settlement in West-
ern Canada of these ‘‘United Empire
Loyalists ” laid vhe foundation of its tutare
pro:perity and was of great bencfit to vhe
British popu'ation in Easstern Canada, as
they joined them in agitating the abolibion
of feudal and seignorial tenares and in de-
manding a comfstitudonal government and a
representative house of assembly. In 1790
they sent an agent to England who euc
ceeded in making known their views to the
government, with the result that a ** bill”
was prepared to give Canada a new consti-
tution, commorly known as the ** Constita-
tional Aot of 1791,” and which deserves the
name of the Magna Charta of Cansdian
freedom. i

‘The chief object of the bill was to divide
the province into two purts, Upper and
Lower Canads, and thas allow each race—
English and French—to enjoy the govern-
ment most congenial to it. Lord D irchester,
then governor of Canada, strongly oppased
the division of the province, maintaining
that as one part of the province wos in-
habited by the Eoglish and the other by
French, the resulc would reeult in building
up ‘‘a little France,” and “a little Eng
laud ” suvtagonistic to each other, a thing
which should by all meane be avoided. He
maintained that the aim should be not to
divide the French and English inhabitants,
bav to unite them more oclosely in one
body =0 that their national distinotions
might disappear. I'ox agreed with Dor-
chester ; Pitt held that the division
of the province would be the best means of
accomplishing the end the opponents of the
bill bad in view, as it would conciliate the
French and satisfy them that no attempt
would be made to force British law upon
them, while it would aleso gratify the British |
settlers in Western Canada b
them to be ruled by the laws they most de
eired. Barke lend the weight of his influ.
ence tothe - :

PRACTICAL STATESMANSHIP OF PITT,
It is difficulv vo  see thao vhere wan any
other course’open to Great Britain &b that
time then to divide the -province, so as so
prevent a political war of factions, which
would be stire to spring up with the housie'of
assembly to legislate for the two natiomali-
tles. Besides, a free people should have the
right of chpa‘- their own form of govern.
ment. T would be as uojust to deny thits 6
the French colonists as fv would be o dety
it to the Brisish.

y allowing f
Canada.

[ bédhme a
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The following is » syropais of this cele. | provinoes, the eatablishment

Deeember, 1791 : The provinoe was to be
divided into Upper and Lowet Canada, snd
each province to have its own -legislature,
composed of a legislative council and a
house of assembly. The legislative counoil
was b0 be elected by the King, and the house
of assembly by the peopie. The Governor
was to elect an exeoutive council, which con.
stituted a court of oivil jurisdiction for
heariog appeals. The teoure ¢f land in
Lower Canada was to be fixed by ite local
legislature, while in Upper Canada all lands
were to be held by *‘freehold temure.”
Provision was made for the support of the
Protestant olergy in both provinoces by the
allotmens of lands known as ‘‘clergy re-
serve,” which was the cause of great troul'e
in after years. The sole power of in-
ternal taxation was ceded by Great
Britain to the local legislatures,
the matter on which the dispute
and war between Great Britain and the
Thirteen Colonies arose. Britain was learn-
ing by bitter experience to renounce her ar-
bitrary power of taxation, for had she ad-
hered to it in regard to Canada she would
in time have lost Canada as she did the Uni-
ted States. The habeas oorpus act was
established by the new oonstitation on a
firm fundamental principle, hitherto un-
known in the colonies. Theee are vthe prin-
cipal points in the **constitutional ec: of
1791.”

The intention of the British m inisters in
giving Canada this act was no doubb good,
but iv had not given Canada what it really

ded, the ion of fall constitutional
privileges, and therefore, as might be ex-
peoted, failed in ite deeign. The most ob-
jectionable part of the ocomstitution, the
*¢ plague spov” of the act, was placing the
representatives of the people in the House
of Assembly In the unmerciful grasp of the
executive cummivttee, and in the power and
at the meroy of the Legislative Council,
both of which were appointed by the crown,
They held the power to veto the legislation
of the House of Assembly, and yet they
were independent of the people and ir-
responsible for their condoet.

As already stated, the Canadian constitu-
tion was modelled after thav of England.
The House of Assembly was elective like the
House of Commons, the Legislative Counncil
resembled the House of Lords, and the
Executive Committee the Privy Council
There was, however, this difference, a dif-
ference of vital importance : the privy coun:
cil could be made vo resign if ib refused to
give the sovereign advice in accordance
with the views of the commons, who were
the representatives of the people. The
granting of suppliea-for carrying on the gov-
ernment lay in llogland with the commons,
which wae their powerful lever to force the
King and his advisers into line with the
people. A similar power was not given
to the house of assembly in Canada.
The executive council was independent of
the people, and having to render no account
of their actions, could do and virtaally did
do as they pleased. The consequencs wae
that insvead of studying the wishes and wel-
fare of the people, they, for selfish ends,
not infrequently advised the Governor to
courses and meaeures prejudicial to the con
stibution, unpopular wivh the people, and
injurious to the country. This was the
weak point of the constitution, and led in a
few years to the formation of the motorious
*“Family Compaot,” and became the chief
esnse and main factor of the ¢‘ rebellion of
1837 ” This informally constituted league
was developed from the offiolals appointed
by the British government and their under-
lings, who were appointed on the recommen-
dauon of the various supportefs of the gov
ernment. These no sooner got into office
then they provided for their needy friends
by getting them into office, and consequent'y
in a short time all the ochief
offices of the government were held by the
members of & few families. They acquired
a strength and an irfluence which eusbled
them to carry everything before them. They
practicslly. absorbed the sxecutive and legis-
lative councils, directcd vhe aotions of the
Governor-Genersl, the sovereign’s repre-
sentative, and vhus became the *‘ power ba-
bind the throne.” The cdium of the Rebel-
lion of 1837 rests on them, as it was their
ipjustice and tyranny that goaded the
people vo take up arms. It should notv be
overlooked that the colonists took up arms
in this rebellion, if rebellion it can properly
Le called, nov against Great Britain or Bris-
ish rale, but againet the intolerable auto-
cratic'despotism of the ** Family Compaoct.”

Thus ibis evident that the irresponsible
character of the legislative anrd executive
councils made the ‘‘act of 1791” a mere
phantem of constitutional freedom. The
constitution placed the houss of assembly ab
the mercy of the ccunocils, and thus deprived
the people of the power of sell-government
in matbere of practical legislation, which is
the birthright of every British subjeot.
This state of thing existed not only in the
two Canadas, but also in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick.

The ohief complaints made by the assem-
bly were that the judges were members of
the council ; that the crown lands were sold
to favorites, and that the public offices were
given to friends. In Lower Canada an ab-
solute contest arcse between the legislative
assemb'y and the executive council on the
subject of fioances. The assembly main-
tained that the right to control the public
expenditure was inherent in itself, while the
governor and legislative council sought to
vest it in themselves. The champion of the
Reform party, a man whose memory should
be greatly revered by every true Canadian,
whether British or French, Reform or Con-
servative, was Louie J. Papineaa.

In Upper Canada a similar contest wae
carried on by the same political parties.:
Here the abuses arising of land granting
and the autocratic power of the Family
Compuact were severely demounced. The
leader of the opposition to this self-consti:
tuted oligarchy, which, having the reins of
power, would make no concessions to meet
the just demands of public opinion, was the
brave, patriotic bnt misguided William Lyon
Mackernzie.

After some delay a committee of the
British House of Commons was appointed o
consider a petition from a large number of
Canadians. This committee recommended
that the receipt and expenditure of the pub.
lic revenué should be-placed under the en-
tire'control and supervision of the Canadian
House of Aesembly. Théy condemaned the
practice of sppropriating lsrge sums
of  money without the cogsemt of
theé represéntatives of thepetple, 4nd ad-
visdd $tiat & mere pogpular char&cter should
be given t6 the’ legisiative and  executive
councils, and that the judges shonld be in-
dependent of the érowhn and ‘of ~1ha people.
Thi¥ gave-grean satisfaction to all parts of
the gountry, and . 6~ ‘both - nationsMties in
anada. = But as these recommerdations
re not put into practioal operation, they

dead let“ef, the coanoile gonvinned
epéndent, éxercising their powarwo un-
wisely‘atd giving go IiThie' keed to thevelce of
::e people thao yo;r :).y year the grievances
came greater and: the “complsintebecame
louded, ohil ip: 1837 the dhxﬂtmh-
ated in the rebe lion already noted,
Durisg: vhe Eord:

w

and senbt to Can

©

of responsible

brated ’;ob which came into force on the 26 h | governmeiit, and s general improvement of

the ocolonial policy. His report recommend-
ed everything Mr, Fox proposed and ocon-
demned everything he opposed on the floor
of the British Houss of Commons when the
bill of the ** Constitutional act of 1791 ”’ was
before the house, whioh shows how mar-
vellously the great- dtatesman could, with
eagle eye, penetrate into the future as he
looked through the clearer atmosphere of
the mountain top of political eminence.
The scheme met with much favor among
the ' people, and TLord Sydenhaw
was sens oub b0 eff-ob the
anion of Upper and Lower Canada. A
basis of union was agreed upon by both
provinces in 1839, ratified by the Beitish
parllament in 1840, and came into ¢ ffect by
royal proclamation in 1841. The bill pro-
vided that the provinces should be united
under the name of *‘ Canads,” with one leg.
islative council, and one legislative as-
sembly ; that they should be elective with
an equal representation from each province ;
that the houee of assembly should have fall
control of the revenue in all ite branches ;
and that the members of the exeoutive
council shou!d be responsible to the as
sembly. This was called the ** Union Act,”
and oconferred on both provinces the great
boon of responsible government, and the
privileges of a free oconstitution, a matter
for which the people had been contending
for neacly fifty years, against determined
opposition.

Soon after the union the population of
Upper Canada so rapidly increased by immis
gration fron Great Britain that iv far ex-
ceeded that of Lower Canada. This fact
having been e:tublished by a carefully pre-
pared census, Upper Canada, beliéving that it
should have increased representation, began
to agitate for representation based on the
principle of population. This was per-
sistently opposed by Lower Canada. The feel.
ing of antagonism between the two provinces
reached the oclimax in 1864, when the
struggle of faotions produced a deadlock.
By vhe elections held av that time the dif
fioulty was increased rather than diminished,
for the hostile majority from either province
in the legislature was considerably greater.
making legislation almost, if not altogetirer
impossible. By this orisis it waes clear that
the constitution would have to undergo a
radioal change. To bring about this organio
and radical change a prcject of confedera-
tion designed to embrace all the provinoces
of British North America was set en foct.
His Exocellency Lord Monck, then Gov-
ernor-General of Canads, took great interest
in the proposed constitutional changee, and
did all be properly could to secure unifi-
cation under the federal system.

The scheme of confederation proposed to
leave to eaghrprovince the management of
its own local & ffairs, while to the general gov-
ernment it was designed to leave matvers
common to all. The political leaders of the
gread Liberal and Conservative parties, the
Hon. George Brown and Sir John A Mac
donald, magnaminously laid aside their party
differences and patriotically entered into &
upion of political truce that this Federal
system might be brought into operation. All
the steps necessary for the confederation of
the provinces were completed in 1866,
and in the following year the
British parliament paseed ihe *¢B:ll for
Confederation,” krosn ss the ¢ British
North America Act of 1867 ” By confed
eration the boon of Responsible Govern-
ment was secured to all the provinces in a
more complete and sstisfactory form than
ever before.. Four provinces entered the
confederat on snd formed the Dominion of
Canada, viz : Upper Canade, Lower Canada,
Nova S8gotia und New Brupswick, pro
vision having wisely been niade for the ex-
teosion of the Dominion by the admis-
sion into the confederabion of other provinces
and territories, British Columbis, Prince
Edward Island, Manitoba and the Northwest
Terrivories within & few years were added,
thus confederating atl British North Am-
erica from the Avlantic to the Pacific, ex-
cept Newicundland, which has ever sinoe
been in ‘‘troubled waters,” and evidently
shall so continue until she shall join in
singing :

** The maple leaf, our emblem dear,
The maple leaf forever.”

In my next paper I shall deal with ¢*Con-
federation” under the *‘ British North Am-
erica act of 1867 "’ ; show vhat we have oat-
grown that ‘‘act,” and need many radical
chavges in the basis of confederation. I
shall follow up the development of the con-
stitution since confederation to the decision
of the Frivy Council on the Manitoba
school act of 1890.

WILL HAVE CONSIDERATION.

Loxpox, Nov. 28 —The Marquis of Salis-
bury, replying to a letter in which the writ-
er pointed out that daring the last ten years
the country has spent £320,000,000 on im-
ported wheat and flour, and that the import

of flour instead of wheat has resulted in a
loss of £18,000 000, promises to consider the
writer's suggestion regarding the payment
of a bounty to wheat growers and the ad-
mission of wheat free, with a duty on im-
ported flour. The letter to which the Mar-
quis of Sallebury has replied as ahove was
probably brought out by the British Prime
Minister’s spbech at the meeting of the Na-
tional Union of Coneervatives last week

The British Premier on that occasion
declared that the government had no inten-
tion of placing a toriff on any article of gen!
eral commerce. A tariff for proteotion in
any pcesible form was, he declared, impossi-
ble. The same statement was made by the
Prime Minieter to deputations from the Na

tional Associgtion of Hop  Growers, and
other agriculvliral societies.

POISONED HIMSELF.
ToroNTO, Nov. 28. —(Special)—George C.

Williame, who was named in oconneotion
with an arson case which came up in the
police court yesterday as being apparently
the instigator of the whole crime, took a
wixture of arsenic and laudanum, from the
effects of which he died last night.

Awarded
Highest Honors—Worid’s Fair.
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MAINLAND MINING.

More Discoveries of Magnificent Ore in
the Kootenay Country - Better
Communications Wanted.

The Fort Steele Country—Shipments
from the Slocan Star—Prospects
Still Brighter.

(From the Rossland Miner.)
Charles King, who is to build the Trail
Creek narrow gauge, is a graduate of the
schoel of mines of Columbia college, New

York. He expecte to have it compleved in
ninety days.

Io is believed that oa the Lee and Maid
the machinery ie now in good runniang order,
and that work from this time will proceed
uninterruptedly.

Hewitt Bostock made the third payment
on phe Pitisburgh group, a lot of six claime,
which he bonded some time ago. Systematic
development work has bsen commenced and
will be coatinued all winter.

Work has been suspended on the Deer
Park for the winter, but the bond has not
been thrown up. The large quantity of ore
in the Deer Park makses it a tempting pro-
position and Mr. Finch is disposed to give
it a fair.chanoe.

Renewed interest has been arou=ed in the
south bslt by the discovery of a fioe ledge on
the Zilor, a claim lying southeast of the
D:er Park and south of the well known Lily
May. Some of the ore taken from the ledge
attracted much attention. Some very good
showinge have also been found rn the East
8t. Louis, a olaim lying near the Z lor.

The south drift from the No. 1 tuonel of
the Cliff is now in solid ore. There is a
clean wall on one side, but no wall has been
found on the other side, and the total width
of the ore is therefore unknown. There is
more copper in the ore of the drift than has
yet been found in No. 1 tunanel, but the gold
value remains about the same.

The winze in the War Eagle is down 58
feet, ad an abundance of ore in sight. It
will be continued about 100 feeb further to
a point where it will be inversected by No.
2 tunnel now being rapidly driven. A geod
start has been made on the 1,800 foot tan-
pel to 1un in on the fron Mask, which when
completed will give the War Eagle a verti-
cal depth of over 400 feet. The showing on
the Iron Mask, at the face of the long tun-
nel, continues to be as great as ever.

A new body of ore has been unexpect-
edly exposed in the Le Roi. When what
was supposed to be the foot wall on the 350
foot level was accidentally broken into a
very large ore body was found on the other
side, believed to have an average width of
ab least eight feet, and to extend all the way
to the surface. This adds very greatly to
the value of the Le Roi. The oie in the
deep workings of the shaft is now running
$100 per ton. The prospecting diamond
drill on the west side penetrated one strong
vein of ore of high value.

After having passed vhrough twenty feet
of rock slightly minerelizsd the faice of the
Josie tunnel last Tuesday came into & new
ore chute. On Thursday the entire face of
the tunnel was in ore. The shafc at the
mouth of the tonnel is down sixty.five feet
with four feet of solid ore in the botbom.
This ore has a great deal of gnar'z in it but
ruos high in gold. About 200 tons have
been taken from the ehaf-, the aversge gold
value of which, according to smelier returns,
was $46 37 per.ton, ., -

A whole group of prospects in the south
belt have been jumped during the past two
weeks. They inolude the Nest Egg, the
Monday, the Hattle Brown, the Gopher and
the Homestake. The result is that much
indignation has been aroused and some de-
cleive measures msy be locked for on the
part of individuals as well as courts of law.
Gold Commissioner Fitziiubbs arrived
Thursday evening and his presence here just
now is no doubt due to the cpidemic of
jumping that has broken loose. '[he matter
has assumed a really serious form, and a
crisis will no doubt be reached prewiy soon.

Business into and out of the Slocan coun-
try is acoumulating rapidly in the hands of
the Spokane Falls & Nerthern Riilroad. It
looks as though nearly all ths product of
the Slocan mines, as well as the bullion from
the Pilot Bay smelter, would go out over
this route.

The Homestake deal was concluded in
Spokane last week. Messrs. Linnard, John-
son and Camplon, of Vancouver, - agreed to
purchase, at & stipulated price, fifty one per
cent. of the stock of the Homestike coms-
pany, and made & esmall cash payment.
The papers were placed in escrow to await
the clearing up of the title of the property.
Mr. Burke returned to Rossland early in
the week to begin the erection of buildings
for the winter. In the meantims, however,
the ground had been jumped. Tha specife
ground upon which it was jumped has not
besn announced. Whatever it may be, the
action has knocked out the sale for the time
and arounsed very bitter feeling.

(From the Prospector.)

With a foroe of fifty men, James Clark,
the waterworks ocontrscror, is rapidly ac-
complishing the work that will muke water-
works in Rossland a reality.

There are two R. E Lee shipping mines in
Kootenay —the R E Lee in the Slccan pro-
daoces silver and lead, and the R E Lee on
Mral] oreek produces gold and copper.
Charlip Grant bonded the Annie group of
claims, on the South Belt, four days ago for
$12,000, and to-dsy received a telegram
foom Vandouver stating thav the money for
the second payment and development was
on the way. Experts have proaoucced the
property one of the best in the dis'riot. A
contracs will be let for sinking a shaft and
work will be carried on all winter.

Itis a strange coincidence that Johnny
Langford, who is awsiting trial on the
charge of shooting Tom Thomas in the saloon
of the International hotel, ehould have been
one of the agtors in the dramx ¢ The Temp-
tation of Gold,” performed in the Rossland
opera house only four nights previouns to his
arrest. He played the colored waiter a’the
club where Harry Griswold shoots Frank
Griswold in a duel, and-was moat vooiferous
in his entreaties for them ** not to shoot.”
e steamer Nakuep has been such- a suc-
cess that an a n Troup is abcu’ ro try his
hand at another, which will exceed even the
Nakuep in sfze, speed and magnificence.
The new boat, which is to be buily at Nak-
usp, may be the forerunner of a splendid
eet of deep water lake boate, for which
there will be ample business when the Koo-
tenay country ie really opened vp.

8t. Jomxn's, Nov. 27.—(Speclal) — The
liquor dealers whose licenses were suspended
when the recent trials began, had them re-
néwed to-day upon presenting to the court s
receipt showing that they had paid the fines
d by the ‘revenne board. Ths board
aleo recrmmended that the government ac-
oept a fiae from all the prisoners now under-
xohs:mm forsmuggling. The recom-

tion of the-board meets with the ap-
of the jent. | [The only ques-
tion now is hos 'guoh the board will acoepd
and how muck the prisoners will be willing
to pay for their liberty.




