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NOT HEROES:

We do not look upon the Messrs. Ken-
nedy as heroes who are braving’ dangers
seen and unseen in order to assert the lib-
erty of the press. On the contrary, we
look upon them as ill-advised men of busi-
ness, who first'did ‘what was “wrong, and
afterwards, to make bad worse, took a
foolish coutse. We believe that the article
which has been the canse of the unpleasant-
ness was both an improper and an unneces-
sary one. The Columbian could have
criticised the conduct of the Private Bills
Committee severely without attributing
corrupt motives to its members. When the
publishers found that they had done wrong
and that there was not a single member in the
House who ventured to justify the article
which they were so injudicious as to pub-
lish, the Messrs. Kennedy were very foolish
indeed to disregari the Speaker’s summons.
If they bad promptly appeared at the bar of
the House all that would have been required

_of them was a formal apology, which any |

man ¢ould make without los§of self-respect.

There was nothing that e can see to be
gained by putting the Legislative Assembly
at defiance. There was no principle to be
vindicated, no right to be asserted.  No
reasonable man claims that” he Has'a right
to do wrong, and no intelligent man will
assert that the Legislative Assembly should
not possess the power ;o protect the reputa-
tion of its members, and to enforce its
authority. .

If the Messrs. Kennedy had appeared at
the bar of the House, and made the ac-
knowledgment required of them, the whole
difficulty would have been surmounted, and
no one would have been hurt or humiliated.
The publishers of the Columbian would have
received awarring whish would make them
more careful, and perhaps save them annoy-
ance and expense in the future. It seems
to us to be regretted for their sake, as well
as for the sake of newspaper men generally,
that they did not take this conrse. Their
disregarding the authority of the House
will not do the newspapers of the province
the least good, and it has made their offense
more serious.

" We have no sympathy with those who
despise lawfully constituted authority and
attempt to resist it. Their eonduct is 'the
reverse of heroic, and does not_deserve the
encouragement  of ‘well-disposed and law-
abiding citizens. If the criticism of the
Columbian had been fair criticism, if its
publishers were being prosecuted for exer-
cising in a proper way any right which
journalists  should  possess, we would do
what we could to aid them in asserting that
right. We believe that it would have been
wiser in the House to have taken no notice of
the Columbian’s attack, on the principle that,
i is better to allow an objectionalilearticlé to
pass unnoticed than to lead the publicto think
that the representatives of the people dis-
like a free press .and would like to place
restrictions upon journalists in the exercise
of their right of - criticising the public acts
“of public men. But having once mnoticed
the Columbian’s, article and taken action
upon it, nothing was left for them to do
but to assert their authority.

THE LEPERS.

An appeal has been made to the-Dominion
Government for a'new lazaretto at Tracadie
in New Brunswick, by the Hon. Mr. Adams
and Messrs. Burns and. McAlister, The
Rev, Father Babineau, a devoted priest,
joins in their request. New buildings are
wanted in order to give the unhappy lepers
as much enjoyment of life as is possibleé in
their dreadful circuifi#ances, and to afford
those in less advanced stages of " the disease
some chance of recovery. We trust that
the Government will lend a favorable ear to
the request of these philanthropic gentle-
; It is only right that the unfortunate

afferers should be made &s comfortable as
their condition permits. But while the
‘Government, at the intercession of influential
men, is induced to expend money in main-
taining and providing shelter for lepers on
other side of the continent, it should
ot refuse the reasonable requests of those
who ask it, to do something for the poor
creatures on this side of the continent, who
are similarly afflicted. It is bardly fair
that the municipalities of Victoria and Van-
couver should be saddled with the burden of
providing for the lepers on the Pacific Coast
while those on the Atlantic side of the
continent are taken care of by the Domin-
ion. There is quite as good reason why the
iepers on Darcey Island should be under the:
care of the Dominion Government as are the
lepers of Tracadie. The fact that the
lepers here are Chinamen is an additional
reason why the Government, which permits
them to enter the counfry and compels
them to pay a considerable sum per head
for the permission, makes the duty of the
Dominion Government to support those of
them, who in order to preservé the whole
community from contamination, must be
isolated, the ‘more apparent. The Govern-
ment derives a considerable revenue from
Chinese immigration. Why does it not
appropriate part of the money to support
the lazaretto on Darcey Island? ° It admits
4ts obligation to care for the lepers in Tra-
cadie, and it does mot require a profound
logician to see that what is an obligatien on
the Eastern side of the continent is also an
obligation on its Western side.

MINISTER EGAN.

Mr. Eganis on his way tothe United
States. The Chilians will be délighted to
get rid of him. He was never persona grata
with them. They believe that in their
attempt to throw off the yoke of the dictator
Balmaceda, he was their determined enemy.
He took the side of the tyrant from the

firet, and. came to be both distrasted

vacation,
away on any diplomatic mission. ;

** If Hgan had not been our Minister Chili
might have forgotten the unfortunate cir-

scandals and polities of' the Landrau claims,
and the atc&cgo on the sailors of the Balti-
more might have been averted.

trifle worse than Egan himself. Certain in-

Club of Valparaiso during this person’s
gentlemen of the city.

as well as Chili treats the United States.
Egan would be kept at home and McCreery
recalled.” : ’

which Mr, Egan is held by a very large
proportion of the intelligent people of the
United States. ~His appointment as Minis-
ter to Chili was declared to be amistake

critics.
o

THE REPTILE FUND.

Very little is heard of the Emperor of
Germany that is not to his credit.
be given to making ill-considered speeches,
and.saying a great deal more than he means,

right thing, :

Reptile Fund to its rightful owner. Evéry
about the Reptile Fund, and the uses made
of it by Prince Bismarck. It is, however,
not generally known that the money did

Germany. It was taken from the late
George V., King of Hanover, by Bismarck,
because he would not renounce his right to
the throne to which he had as valid a. title
as the Kaiser William had to that of Prus-
gia. The King of Hanover was also Duke
of Cumberland. At the death of William

V., the Princess Victoria, who succeeded

to the throne of Great- Britain, ‘could
not, owing to “the law of ' the
Hanoverian succession, the Salique Law,

male relative of the deceased King, who

private fortune and also property in Han-
over valued at forty millions of marks.

could be persuaded to gonsent to this ap-
propriation of his cousin’s money.
did consent, and Bismarck used the revenue

uses it 'was put to was to buy up’ and sub-
sidize newspapers to uphold Bismarck’s
policy and to denounce Bismarck’s enemies.
It was because it was known to be put to
this use that it was stigmatized as the
‘¢ Reptile Fund.”

father’s as well as his mother’s side.

him and was willing €0 hand it over to him,
provided he would not do anything to dis-
turb the peace of the German Empire.
Negotiations were entered into, in which
the Duke of Cumberland signified his will-

incompatible with the  strict -observance of
his word of honor. "It

that he -had promised his father

to sign a compromise after he had been ad-
vised that it amounnted to a Tenunciation.

negotiations they were not-broken off. On
the 10th of last month the Duke of Cumber-

contained the following passage: —

¢ I am pleased to avail myself of this op-
portunity of once more declaring tha it is
far from my intention to engage .in- any
enterprise calculated to disturb or menace
the peace of the German Empire and of the
states belonging to it. Asa German Prince
I faithfully and_ sincerely love my German
Fatherland, and would never with the re-
sources at my disposal, whether already in
my gsion or accruing to me in vittue of
the said treaty, knowingly originate or ap-
prove nmg hostile enterprise instigated or
promoted ejther directly or indirectly
against your Majesty or the Prussian state.”

sufficient by the Emperor and his advisers,

needless delay.

stating that his. Majesty considers the time
ito have arrived for annulling the sequestra-
tion of the property belonging to the de-
cessed King of Hanover, and by him be-
queathed to his rightful heirs. .

“ The Emperor has acted in this matter

like a high-minded, conscientions man. A

hated by all patriotic Chilians. Tt 'is:said
that they have no reason for their dislike,
‘that Mr. Egen never deviated from the
‘neutral course he ought to pursue. If that
is really the case the Chilians must be
greatly wanting in discernment, for they
believed him to be their enemy, and they
‘were convinced that he was the cause of
their . disagreement with the United States
which came 80 near to producing tragic re-
sults. - And the Chilians are not alone in
their belief that Mr. Egan was not fit for’
the position to which he had been appointed,
and that the conrse he pursued .during ‘the
civil war in Chili was most injudicious and
not calculated to promote the interests of
of the United Stwtes in that country.
This is the comment which' the New York
World makes on the report of his departure
from Chili: Sa

‘* Minister Egan is coming home for a
He should never have been sent

cumstances of eleven: years ago,and the

““ While Mr. Egan is away the legation
will be in charge of Mr. McCreery, who isa

cidents that have taken place in the Union
official career have not endeared him to the

$¢Tf the United States treated Chili half

This shows \}ery plainly the esteem in

when it was made, and his career in that
country attests the ' discernment of the
5 2

* | fortunate in their selection of Grand Master.

He may

but when the time for action comes, the
young Emperor is pretty sure to do the

The last good act that is recorded of the
German Emperor was his handing over the

newspaper reader has heard something

not, of right, belong to the Government of

become  Queen o( Hanover. The crown of
Hanover, therefore, devolved on the nearest

was the Duke of Cumberland. He wassuc-
ceeded by his eldest son, George V,, who
was deposed - by  Bismarck, .in 1866. He
was 8 very rich man, possessing a large

This property the man of Blood and Iron
seized and sequestrated. It was with the
utmost difficulty that the old Emperor

But he | P!

from it ag & secret service fund: 'One of the

The young Emperor’s conscience did not
allow him to keep the money that belongs
of right to Prince Ernest Augustus, Duke of
Cumberland, who is his near relative on his
He
wanted his cousin to have what belonged to

ingness to agree to any terms that were not

appears
never ' formally to renounce his -right to
the Crown of Hanover, for ' hé refused

Although this refusal caused a hitch in the

land wrote a letter to the Emperor which

This declaration has been considered

and restitution will be made without any
The Emperor answeretl the
letter with his own hand, and caused a
notice to be published in the Official Gazette

is not =0 rich thaf it can afford to look upon |
beneath its consideration, :
A BENEFIQOENT ORGANIZATION.
The Ancient Order of United Workmen
has quickly risen to impertance in this
province.. There must be something in the
spirit-and the principles' of that orgadiza-’
tion which recommends it to the good senge
of intelligent, well-disposed and well-con-
ducted citizens, for the increase in its mem-
bership, in a short tiwe, not only in British
Columbia but all over this “continent, has
been truly wonderful. In 1872, just twenty
years ago, the Order could count -only 250

time since it was first known in this pro-
vince, it has grown so rapidly as to justify
in it the establishment of a Grand Lodge.
It is the principle of brotherhood and
of mutual help that attracts men to the
A.0.U.W. The importance of man to man
is incalculable. ‘Men in these days feel the
necessity of united action and of close rela-
tionship. They find that it is hurtful to
them, that if prevents their healthy, moral
and sociat'developmens, to allow distinc-
tions of class and nation; and even of race,
to keep them at & distance from.each other.
The Ancient Order of United Workmen has
found a way to satisfy this yearning for
fellowship, this longing for closer and more
kindly and helpful intercourse, and this, we
believe, accounts for the unparalleled
rapidity of its growth.” Men find in it what
they want; they conhsequently join the
Order, and they remainin it. The Work-
men in this province have been peculiarly

Mr. G. Leiser is an energetic business man,
of high . character. Under his direction,
the Ovder in this province will be certain
to flourish. Hisadministration of ite affairs
will be kindly and jadicious, yet firm and
business-like. The interests of the *‘infant”
Grand Lodge could not be placed in better
hands than his. Having made such & good
beginning, we have no doubt but that the
growth and prospects of the A.Q.U.W. will
be such as will exceed the most sanguine
expectations of its most hopefnl members.

FLEET-FOOTED PUBLISHERS.

The Columbian has been indujging lately in
any amount of swagger over the action of the
Legislature in connection with the ¢ infam-
ous libel” it published some time ago, and,
in order to make capital out of the miatter,
it represented the Government as having
employed a whole regiment of * specials,”
who were picketed at every corner of the
streets in the Royal City, and formed a cor-
don round the Columkian office, in a wvain
endeavor to catch the delinquents.

Now, as a matter of fact, the Superin-
tendent of Proyincial Police was. the only-
officer employed on the occasion referred to.
True, he invited Mr.. Moresby to hocom-
pany him, for the purpose of identifying the
culprits, as they were strangers to him;
but not another officer, special or other-
wise, was employed. ~We append a leading
article from the Vancouver World, of Tues-
day last, which will indicate pretty clearly

hood of where the childish little comedy is
being played. .
““The Kennedy ‘Bros, who have been
osing as martyrs of the press, have, it is
said, fled to the United States: in order -to
prevent the summons of the local Legisla-
ture from being served on them. The aure-
olas have faded from their brows, and, like
any other wrongdoer, they have crossed the
border in order to evade the laws of the
country in:whiéh they werelborn and have
heretofore lived and moved 'and had their
being. Nobody at any time ever inyested
the libellers of - the Private Bills-Committee
of the House of Assembly with heroic pro-
rtions, but it was felt by some thas, in
justice to thewmselves, having taken a stand
they should stick to it. Instead of that,
they turn tail and run away out of tﬁg juris-
diction. 'We are sure that whatever sym-
‘pathy may have been extended to them in
the past—although we could never see any
reason why they geaetvod it—will now turn
to contempt in view ofitheir.latest manceuvre.
Better far for the reputation  of the
individuals in GQuestion had they gone
to the Capital under duress, appeared at the
ar of the House, and either maintained
their charges or retracted them. In the
event of the summons of Mr. Speakeihand
the acfion of the Housebeing illegal, the
Columbian could take advantage of the ma-
chinery of the law in order to justify itself.
For our part we would have been glad, if
we could, to have'supported our contempor-
ary in its contentions, had it beenin the
right; but believing, as we do, that the ar-
ticle in question was an unfair as well as an
infamous attack, and that the Legislative
Assembly has the g_(’:wer to protect its own
dignity, we can only dendunce its conduct
throughout as discreditable in the extreme,
and a reflection upon the entire press of the,
province. Some people were foolish enough
to imagine that alion' was roaring in tEo
new?nger office on* Columbia street in the
Royal City; but now that’the skin has been
removed, the asinine bray readily unde.
ceives: them. "It is true that ‘He who
fights and runs away, may live to fight
another day’—but, h\q & despicable coward
just the same,” 3 :

¢ PRO-DI-GI-OUS.”

The Columbian is very fierce just now. It
is as full of fight as a Blackfoot warrior with
his'war paint on. It asked someone the
other day if-thisisa free land. When we
undertook to_answer its question in the
affirmative and to give a few reasons for be-
lieving that British Columbians are free
men our bative t ary flew into
a rage’and called us names. Not content
with that, bt it annihilates n& with the
following dose of the Queen’s English:

““Yes, this "is a free country ; but it is in
spite of our paternal Czarocratic govern-
ment that it ‘is- so. Thank heaven! even
that government cannot shackle men’s
minds ; and so long as they are frge, the

government, and would |
without _hesitation use it to carry out his |
political designs. The (terman Government. |

the * interest - on forty millions-of marksas|

members. It hpd, last year; a membership {
of 251,862; and, although it'is but a short|'

how the matter is regarded in the ndighbor- {

‘ment.

with it, w 1

meswpaper that is so ed and :
doned as to differ with it in opinion. It is
altogether too bad for the~Columbian fo'
erush us for'giving a civil, and, by 'its own
‘admission, a true answeér to its very simple
question. 'We must, we suppose, get over
the Injuries we have received asbest we can.
We trust that the Legislative Assambly will
be ‘careful how it notices the Columbian
again, for if it continues to pay attention to
its editorials it will b 80 quential

A m——
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Kellie, Hall, Semlin and Keith, compose
that committee. They are all included in

? the Columbians condemnation: It has

made no exception. It was these men who,
according to. the Columbian, reached the
““acme of rottenness impudence,” when
they reported to the House ¢ that they had
decided not to grant the petition of the
Twin Cities Railway and Telephone Co.”

| These are the men to whom the following

collection of choice epithets are intended to
apply.  *“The dark and devious ways and
erooked -methods pursued in such matters
where unscrupulous politicians are induced:
by the most questionable means, to make
private ' and "\monopolistic interests para-
mount over all considerations of right

and 80 self-important, and’at the same time
80 combative, that it will be impossible for
any other paper to exist in the province.

AN HONEST POLITICIAN.

The Hon. Alexander Mackenzie was ad-
mitted by all, both friends and opponents,
to -be an honest politician. He had his
standard of right and he would not deviate
from it for any earthly consideration. He
was true to his convictions. He would
neither temporise ;nor truckle.: He was
found to be in all matters of principle, rigid-
and unbending.  He was, consequently, not
popular with men who entered public life
for avhat they could make: “out of politics.
Such men hated and fear®d Alexander Mag-
kenzie, “Neither was ‘he a favorite with
the strong party men who believed that
constituencies which rettrned men whosup-
ported the party and ‘individual men who
féught for 'the party, are entitled to special
favors from the government, When he was
Premier he gave great' offence. to men’ who
believe that party -services ‘should 'be re
warded at the expense of the country. Not
being a.mercenary man himself he had little
toleration for politicians who considered
that they ought to be paid for everything
that they did to aid their party. Hewasun-
selfish and public-spiritéd and he tried to
make his party unselfish and public-spirited.
But in doing this he showed that he did not
understand human nature, or at least human
nature as it exists among Canadian Liberals,
and he, during his administration of the af-
fairs of the Dominion;! made many more
enemies than he did partisans.

Canada never had a more laborious minis-
ter than Mr. Mackenzie. He had #lways been
& hard worker, and he was as industrious as
& Premier as he had been as ‘a working
mason.  He did not think of sparing him-
self. What his hand found to do he did
with all his might; and he did not carry
his responsibilities lightly. ~ The work and
the worry of the position told on him. His
five years’ labor as Prime Minister took
more out of him than: twice or three times
that number of years 'in any other employ-
ment he had been entiaged in.’ - The effect
of over-work' and méntal strain were pain-
fully visible in a few years. It was soon
seen after the. election of 1878 that Mr.
Mackenzie wasa broken man. His deposition
from the leadership of his party also told on
him. He must have felt that he deserved
better at the hands of the Liberals than to be
cast aside after they had met with a reverse.
‘We do not think that it was any consolation
to him to see that the Liberal Party was not
benéfitted by the change. He was too high-
minded, and had the good of his parly too
much at heaphy to rejoice in the mistakes
and the reverses of his successor. But there
are Liberals'who believe that if Mr. Mac-
kenzie had continued their leader their
party would not have fallen so quickly or so
apparently irretrievably into its present
pitiable condition. He would, at any rate,
have been consistent, and he would have
been loyal.

Mr. Mackenzie’s career shows what a man
of good abilities, sound principles and high
character can do imn a vew country. He
came to Canada a working mason having a
fair education. ”~ He made the best use of his
opportunities. He gained the confidence of
his fellow citizens, and he - advanced
‘step by step mntil he became Premier of the
Dominion. Mr. Mackenzie so ¢omported
himgelf in that high position that no one
thonght of him as an *‘ upstart.” Theg
was no pretension about him, but he had a
quiet dignity and a noble self-respect which
enabled him to take his place among the
highest in this land and other -lands as
naturally as if he had been born in the circle
to which he had been elevated by the exer-
cise of his own talsnt and the goodwill and
good opinion of his fellow colonists.- Alex-
ander Mackenzie was, from every point of
view, that noblest work of God—an honest
man.

R A e AL A
THE UNVARNISHED TRUTAH.

It sometimes happens that whey people
get excited over a dispute or a disagree-
ment, whether public or private, they lose
sight of the orginal cause of contention.
They take part in the movement, increase
the dgitation, and swell the outery, withont
knowing very well what all the noise and
turmoil are about. There are many, we
have no dogbt, who, if they wereasked why|
the Messrs. Kennedy are being prosecuted,
would, without hesitation, answer, *‘be-
cause they had the courage to tell the truth
about the Government and the men who
compose it.” They have got the impression
that the Kennedys are being punished for
attacking the Government, and that it is
the Government that is endeavoring to pun-
ish them for doing what was_ elearly
their duty to do. - They haye created a case
in their jmagination which is as different
from the actual one as black is from white.

The simple truth is, the Columbian did
not attack the Government.™ It attacked
the Private Bills Committee, which dt:es
not contain a single member of the Govern-
That Committee is composed of
gentlemen, some of whom are supporters of

great emergizing volcanic force remains in-

p or
These are the gentlemen who compose
what the Columbian describes as the * star
chamber,” which is ready on the *inter-
ference of the Attorney-General” to put
bills out of the way by ‘mock " trial - and
private strangulation.”

1t was these seven gentlemen whom the
Columbian attacked in this manner, and
not the Government of the Province, and it
was to defend these four supporters of the
Government and three members of the Op-
position that the Legislative Assembly took
the agtion it did.  This fact seems just
now to be wholly lost sight of. Yet among
those who were most indignant atthe accu-
sations and the vilification of the Columbian
were members of the Opposition and the
Inde[:?dent Party, ‘ so-called.  The House
identified itself with these members and
made their cause itsown. The Government
was not attacked. It was notits act which
the Columbian called in question, and it was
not its members whom it~ denounced. The
matter was one for the House to consider
and to adjndicate upon, and it is the House,
the whole House, and nothing but the
House which is responsible for the steps
that have been taken in the matter.

There is another point for the public to
consider before it is_ in a position to come
to a just decision on this subject. Fair-
minded men will naturally ask, ¢ Is what
the'Columbian said about the Private Bills
Committee true, are its members the cor-
rupt meir-that it describes them to be, and
are their ways as dark, devions, and
crooked as that paper asserts ?” As far as
we know, or have heard; every one of the
members of the Private Bills Committee is
an honest man? There is not one-of them
who has given the publishers'of the Colum-
bian, or any one else, the - slightest’reason
to believe that he would, in the discharge
of a public ‘duty,- on any considera-
‘tion whatever, deviate from what he be-
lieved to be the path of duty. “And it is
not.a little singular that the Columbian has
not attempted to prove that what it has
said of them is true. One would think that,
whenever ' the House took action in
the matter, and 'called the proprietors of the
Columbian to answer for what they had
published about these seven members of the
Legislative Assembly, they would boldly
assert that what they bhad stated was true
or, finding that they had been led into
defaming, honest men, would manfully
retract what they had published regarding
them, and apologize for the injury and the
injustice they had committed. But they
have taken neither of these courses. They
have neither stood by what they have
asserted, nor have they apologized for any
wrong they may have done the members of
the Private Bills Committee.

The newspapers which encourage the
Messrs. Kennedy in taking the course they
are pursuing, have pot said—they have not
dared to say—that the Private Bills Com-
mittee is such as it is described to be by the
Columbian. They have not attempted to
show that in any instance have the mem-

principl the . public  welfare.”

‘| bers of that Committee been actuated by

improper motives, or that they have-done
what ‘they knew to be wrong, to favor any
official of the Government, or any promoter
of a private enterprise.. The Messrs.
Kennedy, to-day, stand in the position of
men who have published what is highly
injurious to the charpcter of men oc-
enpying a responsible and respectable posi-
tion, without either attempting “to prove
their allegations ' or retracting statements

@ke | which, if not “true, must be slanderous

and defamatory. ’

‘We do not believe that the good people of
New Westminster and its vicinity, when
they see this matter as it really is, would
give t and g t  to
men who speak-evil of their neighbors, and
who when called to account for what they
have published, will neither prove their as-
sertions nor make reparation. We know
that unscrupulous politicians are attempting
to deceive them, and to lead them to be-
lieve that the Messrs. Kennedy are con-
tending for the freedom of the press, but
the publishers of the Columbian are doing
nothing of the kind. They are contending
for the license to say what they please about
members of the legislature, without being
held accountable for their statements. This
is a very different thing from the reasonable
liberty which the press of a free counjry
has the right to enjoy. 5
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MODERN BARBARITY.

Nothing shows more clearly the advance
which European nations have made in civil-
ization than to compare their modes of
judicial procedure of the present day with
those practiced . by good and, secording to
their lights, humane men in the Middle
Ages and even later. Then the criminal

‘was ~ considered guilty until he was

proved to -be innocent; and if evidence of
his guilt was wanting, he was interrogated,
and, if he refused to confess, he was put to
the torture. The instruments used to pro-
duce pain, without destroying -life, were
contrived with an ingenuity which are in
these days regarded as nothing less than
devilish. The injustice, as well as the

the Government, and some are its oppon-
4
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‘barbarity of the means resorted to in those

times to extort evidence from an #ocused
person, strike us a8 simply horrible, and we
are apt to regard the ministers of justice ab
demons in humsn shape. - But they were
not. They were neither better nor worse
than their fellow-conntrymen, and they
acted according to the ideas; of the time in
which they lived, In China, which was
once in advance of Europeans in civilization,
but which has lagged far behind in the
march of progress, the same ways of trying
criminals ' are practised :as obtained
among ‘our  forefathers, three  or
four centuries . ago. - The following
is not a bit of ancient history, but
is clipped from a contemporary newspaper
and relates to what was done in China
only a few weeks ago: 3
~How terrible the methods of Chinese
justice are may be seen from the accounts
published of the proceedings in connection
with the so-called trial of the prisoner Chen
Chi-huai, who  i8 supposed to be a leading
member of the Kolao Hui. One shudders
to think of the torture to which this miser.
able wretch has been subjected, so pro-
longed has it‘beeniand of such diabolical in-
geuuity in its nature, and in the way it hes
been gradually made to assume more and'
more excruciating forms, until the condi-
tion of the victim is such that death could
only come to him as & happy release. We
read the other day of his having been sub-
jected to the rack, of having to kneel on
coils  of chains and finally  of
having: had = paper burnt under his
nostrils -~ while -he must have been
in a state of extreme J)a.in and  exhaustion.
As no confession could be ' wrung from him
by these measures, he was made, on a sub-
sequent ‘examination,’ to experience a still
greater demonstration “of cold-blooded
cruelty; and as there was still no confes-
sion, the Nanking Viceroy’s deputy, Yu,
ordered ‘some more agonizing mode of tor-
ture.” Accordingly, the victim was shing
up by the hands, which were tied together
behind his back, a position in which, by his
own weight, his arms ‘would ultimately be
torn out of their sockets. ‘The long-con-
tinued agony,’ the report states, ‘must have
been excruciating; nevertheless nething in-
criminatory was uttered by the accused.’
“The hour waxed late,” continues the re-
port, ‘and the Court adjourned.” Further
torture will, no doubt, be a.[ﬁ)lied, until the
prisoner, whether he has really anything to
confess or not, will be forced, by unbearable
aih, to say what hie judges are waiting

of a temporary release from his agony, and,

ultimately, of death, at the hands of the
executioner ? All this is in strict accord-
ance with ordinary Chinese crimimal pro-
cedure.”

CROW’S NEST PASS,

Epitome of the Diseussidn atVOttawa
on the B. C. Sou
Railway Bill.

The Stand Taken by Col. Prior and
Other Members From
This Province.

OtrrAawA, April 8.—The determined stand
taken by Col. Prior and the other B. C.
members beforesthe; Railway Committee of
the House, this‘'morning, is the principal
reason of their success in getting the B. C.
Southern Railway Bill through. There was
a crowded attendance of members, evidenc-
ing the interest which is {felt in-the project
of buildiug a rajlway through the Crow’s
Nest Pass. Mr. Curran, M.P., who has
charge of the Alberta Railway Company’s
Bill, which proposes jto confer upon that
company the same rights which the B- C.
Southern is asking, proposed that the dis-
cussion be postponed until the next meeting
of the committee in order to enable Vice-
president Shaughnessy to. be present, and
that both measures be considered simulta-
neously, the same principle being involved
in each.

This suggestion brought Col. Prior to his
feet promptly. He said that there was not-

the slightest reagon whatever for postponing
the consideration of

THE B. C. SOUTHERN BILL

The C.P.R. was represented in the room
by two directors, Sir Donald Swmith and
Iﬂ)n. @G. A. Kirkpatrick, Judge Clarke, the
company’s solicitor, and Secretary Drink-
water; and surely, with such an array of
talent, all the information which was neces-
sary to be given to the committee could
be furnished by those gentlemen. Curran’s
proposal was simply a pretext for delay, as
the Canadian Pacific were anxious to securé
legislation in the British Columbia , Legisla-
ture; but he had been ipstructed to state
that the Legislature” of British Columbia
would not grant the legislation asked for by
the C P.R. unless this charter was granted
by the Dominion Parliament. It was evi-
dent to him that the Canadian Pacific were

ing to get a ‘‘cinch” on the British
Columbia Southern, and,. th?refore, he must
) the suggestion for delay.
" pg;L Priot’sggrot,est was effective, and the
committee decided to go on. The Colonel
thereupon proceeded to explain the posi-
tion in which the company stood.  He de-
tailed the circumstances of the offer made
by the B. C. Southern to the Canadian Pa-
cific, on condition that vhe ° latter company
would take over the charter of the former
road and build the line. He stated that
the British Columbia company would hand
over the whole of the land grant of 3,400,-
“acres from the Provineial authorities to
the C.P.R., with the exception of 50,000
‘acres, provided the big company would
build tge road. In addition to that, the
promoters of the B. C. Southern would
ive the Canadian Pacific 25 per cent. of
gllly paid up stock in all coal lands, in
which the company (B. C. Southern) held
the fee simple. It was absolutely essen-
tial, however, that the charter

SHOULD BE GRANTED THIS YEAR

by the Dominion House, as unless the C. P.

R. buils the road another syndicate would
have to be secured andtommencement made
to construction before next Aprilfsotherwise
the land grant would be lost. These were
the facts of the case, and if the B. C. South-
ern were refused the charter at Ottawa they
would lose their land grant with no prospect
of securing a renewal of if. f
Mr. Edgar—Whaye is the Eastern termi-
nus of your line at present? : :
Col. Prior—The Eastern terminus isat
the boundary of British Columbia and
Alberta, and we are asking a charter to
enable us to build eastward 60 or 70 miles,
to connect with the Calgary and Edmonton
road.

Mr. McLeod—Have youdoneany work yet?
Col. Prior—The company has proa‘fecbed’
through the Pass and spent a good deal of
money in surveys.

Mr. MoKeen—Will you lose the coal

lands if the line 1s not commenced ?

or; what will ensure him, in the first place, | g

Col. Prior—No; because the 'coal
are held in fee ain’zple. L

Mr. Wallace—What money have you in-

ve%teil_vi'; the ro]t;: %0 far? i
‘oL Prior—Between sixty and
thousand dollars. % seventy

Mr. Wallace—Have you a definite state.
ment of your expenditure?

Col. Prior—No.

Mr. Wallace—Supposing this charter be
not granted and the line is not commenced
;gmlye:lr, ceug% y%u not secare a renewal of

e land gran: uying up the Legislature’
(Laughtegr.) i i
Col. - Prior — Not much. Our Legis-
latures are not accustomed to being bought,

Hon. Mr. Haggart—I may state to the
commiftee that the Government have no
objections to this company getting a charter
through the Crows’ Nest Pass, provided
certain sareguards are made that will
enable any other company, locating its line
through the Pass, to build. The Govern.
ment siave
NO OBJECTIONS TO THE BILL,
provided a clause, similar to the following
be inserted :, .
‘¢ The railway hereby authorized to be
constructed shall not be located, construcged
or operated in such manner as to preveat
or obstruct the location, construction or
operation of any other railway jor railways
now, or hereafter, authorized by parlia-
ment to be constructed:through the Crow’s
Nest Pass, or other mountain Pass ; nor
shall , the mere location of said railway
hereby authorized or the filing and approval
of plans therefor prevent or obstruct the
location or construction of any other rail-
way haying such authority.”

Mr. J. A. Gemmill, barrister, of Ottawa,
said, on behalf of the B. C. Southern com-
pany, that there were no objections to the
insertion of this clause in the Bill.

Mr., Ferguson, for the Alberta company,
said he did not-oppose the application, but
desired to state, on behalf of this com-
pany, ‘th&t they were first in the
field in asking for this charter.
Three years ago the Alberta Company gave
notice of applieation for power to builg
thmugh the Crow’s Nest, and they had con.
tinued that application from year to year
ever since, and had been refused. They
had applied two .years before the B. (.
Southern, and, therefore, he desired it to
be understood that if this right was given
to the B. C. Seuthern, it should be given to
the Alberta Company.

Mr. Haggart—1 think so.

Mr. Curran—Under those circumstances,
the best plan would be to hold over the
consideration of both bills until next Tues-

ay.

Col. Prior—I object'to that, Mr. Chair-
i man. The preamble of this Bill has been
' approved by this committee, and there is no
reason now why we should not passtit.

Sir John Thompson said there was no
Dnecessity to further delay the passage of the
Bill, as the clause mentioned by Mr. Hag-
gart would

GUARD THE INTERESTS OF ALL

companies, Continuing, he said that he had
been examining the charter given by the
local Legislature to the British Columbia
Southern, and found that they were more
extensive than' were proposed, by the meas-
ure before' the Federal House. The local
act gave power to build to the boundary.

Col. Prior—Does the Government object
to our getting power to build to the bound-
ary?

Mr. Haggart—We have not decided that
point, and I think, therefore, you had bet-
ter withdraw that clause.

Sir\ John Thompson suggested that the
bill be passed, but not reported to the
House, and before the next meeting he
would look into the matter and again bring
it before the committee.

This suggestion was agreed to, and the
remaining clauses of 'the bill concurred in.

Mr. Edgar—I do not notice any clause
that they shall not apply at once for a
Dominion subsidy. (Laughter.)

Sir John Thompson—Oh, that is under-
stood. (Renewed laughter.)

The bill was then passed.

SMALLEY’S LETTER.

Kaiser Wilbslm's Mistakes—Complete Failure
of His Schemes—Jewish Emigration.

LoxpoN, April  17.—Smalley’s special
cablegram %o the New York Tribune:
Things have come to such a point that the
people are rather sorry for the German Em-
peror. The failure of his political schemes
has become evident even to himself. He is

left not only without a majority, but with-
out the organized support of a single party
in either the reichstag or landtag, the Free
Conservatives excepted. The Free Conser-
vatives are the hard-shell religionists of
German politics. The Emperor has made
many mistakes since he started out as the
religious gnide of “the Jerman people and
ot rid of Prince Bismarck. The two
atest erroms are the two great-
est. The Education Bill and the with-
drawal of the Education Bill were alike
errors of the first political magnitude. The
introduction of the bill arrayed a majority
of the German people against their ruler.
The withdrawal of it broke up his majority
in both branches of Parliament, angered his
supporters, and failed to conciliate his
opponents. Conservatives, Catholics, Na-
tional Liberals, Radicals and Socialists are
all, at present, in opposition to the Govern-
ment, and, for the most part, to each other.
So says & judicions observer on the spot.
Rumors have arisen that a reconciliation
between the Emperor and Bismarck is on
foot. Nothing is less probable. Nothing
would be a greater humiliation to the. Em-
peror. - Nothing would be of better omen to
Germany:

The Jewish emigration committee of Ber-
lin, is makiog fresh effort to export pure
pauperism from Jewjsh Russia in American
vessels. The gentlemen who compose this
committee are quite aware that the United
States authorities do not mean to receive
paupers. They propose, therefore, to begin
their spring experiment with the  selection
of what they consider able-bodied Jews,
likely to make good colonists and a good
appearance on landing. They will present
themselves in New York without, if possi-
ble, any of the outward badges of poverty.
They will, nevertheless, so far as one can
make out, be assisted emigrants. Their
passages are piid by the committees, sup-
plied, us has long since been explained, with
English funds given expressly in order to
divert the stream of pauper emigration from
the English shores. It is possible that some
of the néedless suffering might be spared
these emigrants if the American Govern-
ment would say at once with clearness what
they propose to do in this matter of Jewish
emigration.

GONSUMPTION.

I have & positive remedy for the above disease; by its
Use  thousands of cases of the worst kind and of long
standing have been cured. Indeed so strong is my faith
in its efficacy, that I will send TWO BOTTLES FREE,
with a VARUABLE TREATISE on this disease to any
sufferer who will send me their EXPRESS and P.O. address,

T. A. SLocum, M. C., 186 ADELAIDE
ST., WEST, TORONTO, ONT.

sel8-1y-w
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