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“Ah, yes, that is so,” said the Span-
tard. “We needed that suit to puton
another dead Englishman who died a
fow miles below San Pedro a short time
since. According to my contract with
cour estimable friend, Mr. Emerick,
tou were to have floated down that
river, but I humanely decided to spare
your life, and have resolved to make
use of you on this farm. You will, no
doubt, make yourself handy when you
recover, and these nandsome gentlemen
by whom you are surrounded will take
care that you do not escape.” *

«] would almost rather have floate
out to sea, down, that river, than be
compelled to make my home among
such a set of evil-looking villains as
there are here. Even my life will
never be safe in their hands,” said
Percy. 2

«Never fear, they will: not hurt you |
as long as you behave ,»yourself,” re-’
sponded the Spaniard.

«To judge from their looks and ac-
tions I should imagine they would as

X A MOCEING TONE HE ASEED AFTER
THE HEALTH OF MRB. HUNTLY.

soon stick one of their long, gleaming i

knives into me as they woald into a bul!
lock,” said Perey.

“Oh, no; not one of them dare: lay a |

hand on you unless you attempt to es-

cape, without my orders,” wasthe reply- {

“Then you propse to force me to
spend the rest of my natural life on this
farm among these blood-curdling sur-
roundings?” : ~

“Unless you will comply with condi-

tions that,I will ‘name, I do: mos’ _ :

ard.

certainly,” answered the Spani
*#And what are your conditions?”

asked Percy. ; Vi N
“Few and simple,” was the reply:

*Get your friends'to pay me a ransom}

of ten thousand American dollars and
you are free the day.they pay it. But
should they make the least attempt to
effect your rescue ¥ will Jkill. yon  with
my own hands, if need be, ‘to prevent
it.” § \ i
“If my friends were asked topay the
money they would refuse, knowing that
by a determined effort” they could re
lease me without doing so. * As such an
effort would only cost me my life, I
shall not ask them to take other .means
to effect my delivery.” Tam
“In a few weeks you may change your

mind, so I will give you a little time to}"

think it over« In the meantime you
will remain here and do whatever Mr.
Van Nepp deems necessary and proper.
If you refuse him it will be so much
the worse for you.” These were the
last words the Spaniard uttered as he
rode away. Erisl

Shortly afterwards Percy was well
and strong again. He did notdevote his
time to uselessly bewailing his fate,
but went to work at whatever the
Dutchman told him to do and en-
deavored to do his utmost to please. He
had an object in carrying out this course
of action and after learning a few words
of the Mongrel-Spanish spoken by the
hands around the place he grew inti-
mate with them as far as his knowledge
of the language would permit. He was
thus better capable of entering into
their work and sport with a vim and
earnestness which made him lots of
friends araong them. While it might
have taken him years to have learmed
to ride a horse with any thing approach-'
ing the easethat a Gaucho did it, he
soon became very expert and in brief
moments, when his thoughts of anxious
friends left him, he would really some-
what enjoy himself.

It was getting to be about time for
the tall Spaniard to put in an appear-
ance again when Van Nepp also seemed
to be growing friendly to him. In one
brief week this friendship had improved
and grown to such a degree that he |
would take Percy with him very often
when he drove to the head station,
about ten miles further north. It was
on one of those occasions that Percy
found a welcome opportunity toeffect
an escape. . They were driving home at
dusk when, without a warning sign of
any kind, one of the wheels came off
their vehicle and threw the riders to
the ground. Percy turned a summer-
sault and fell on his shoulders, sustain-
ing no further injury than a roughshak-
ing, but his companion was not so
fortunate, for he fell on}his side and, in
falling, broke his arm.

Here was what would have under or-

{ came aware of the reason which pre-

| ject”'of which he caught a momentary

‘| youny men in charge of the office . d

riding as fast as bhis borse‘otmld carry

How the Dutchman spent the night
Lovel never knew; for himself, he spent
most of it in the saddle.

In the morning he reached a small
town on the banks of the river, where
he sold the horse for an insignificant
sum, and with it he boarded & river
steamer and took the cheapest passage
he could purchase  down to Buenos
Ayres. All this time Percy was full of
hope that the villain who had caused

he had made up his mind to make short
work of bringing him to justice. -'
It would be difficult to describe Per:
‘feelings whon he once more came
in sight of the blue and white porcelain
domes of Buenos Ayres. He fondly im-
agined that in a few hours he woyld be
able to exchange the rags which covered
his body Yor clothing whieh would bet
ter become his handsome form.

He walked boldly up to the hotel
where he had stayed a few months: be-
fore and introduced himself as the miss-
ing Mr. Huntly. * In less time tham® it
takges to record it he was being hustled
ifito the street, and as he passed a
mirror-in the hall-way he at onee be-

vented him from being recognized. . He
could not himself believe that the ob-

glance was Percy- Lovel.  His face was
‘brown and dirty-looking, his uncut hair
huiig in\a disheveled state over his!
' ghoulders, and his untrimmed beard !

ject such as none would recognize as the
genial Englishman whose body was Sup-
posed to have been taken from the river
weeks before. When he reached the
street he wandered aimlessly abeut and
finally decided to go to the American
¢onsulate. There he introduced him-
self, but met with an even worse recep-
tion than he experienced at the hotel.
The consul was not to be seen, and the

nothing but sneer and attemps. to stil

6nted; and in's fow minutes Percy was

him to freedom. : | have to wait till midnight. Anyhow,

belped to make him a most pitiable ob="

‘I there is one. Can you

. not there wait’ until he comes if you

. deliver it to him with yourown hands.”

The note was addressed to *‘Colonel
Brandon” and it read as follows:

“Several years ago. 1 was on the full

| tide of prosperity in London and half

| the. society men of that city bent the

. knee tome. ‘At thattime you came and
"asked me to assist you aut of a financial
dilemma. I did so and you promised to
return the favor whenever the oppor-

. tunity presented itself. I noticed your:
his abduction would still be there, and |

{ name on tke reeent list of distinguished
arrivals in this city and now have a
small'favor to ask. ' Please call at my
rooms to-morrow at eleven o’clock a. m.
and hear it. BELLE LORIMER.”

The boy delivered the note within an
hour and at the appointed time next
day the Colonel, who was a man of his
word, presented himself at the some-
what humble aparsments of the actress.

She lost no time, but immediately en-
tered into the purpose of the interview,
giving him a brief history of the occur-
rences of the past few months, so faras
Mr. Emerick Percy, and herself. were

; ned. She p ded: *“All that I
have to ask you is that you will do your
utmost to secure this gentleman’s iden-

tity at the American Consulate, and at

consider your obligation towards me en-
tirely cancelled.”

“So far as I am able, T will help you
in every way,” responded the officer.
They bad reached this point in the con-
versation when Percy was ‘announced.
He was still a pitiable-looking-object,
‘bot his countryman easily discovered
that he was'a gentleman and offered
him every assistance. . It was arranged
that Percy should go to the Colonel’s
room and, after having a bath and his
toilet attended to, don a suit of the
Colonel’s clothes, after which the wor-
thy office, proposed to exert his influ-
ence among the city and diplomatic
magnates to procure for Percy his bag-

been left at the hotel, as well as his bal-
ance in the River Plate Bank.

Before Percy left with Colonel Bran-
don, Belle Lorimer drew him aside and
asked in earnest tomes: “What is the
secret of Mr. Emerick’s life? = I ans'sure

aid me to dis-
cover 'what it is?” S st 2

*1 ‘have my own supposition,” an-
swered Percy, ‘“but it may be wide of
the mark.’”” - 5

““Whatever your supposition is, follow
it up to the last thread. The man is as
bad as mortal man can be. His very touch
would befoul a sewer-rat, and there is
no crime which he counld not commit
and smile over. I'am convinced that
there is a dreadful secret in his life and
shall ‘rejoice if the day ever arrives
when it can be unearthed. In a few
weeks I\leave here for London. and
.should you ever have a communication
to make to me concerning that smooth-

b o \

“IL'AM SEARCHING FOR MR. EMERICK.”
[further humiliate the unfortunate Ens
/gHshman. - 3 i

7~ Failing in both :these guarters, h¢

gried to find ' Mr. Emerick at his old of-
fice. After severalineffectualdttempts

,%.the object of it and was immes=

diafely informed that Mr. Emerick had

‘gone back to New York long since.
‘2This information sent the hope in

| ‘looked as though he wounld never gain
“assigtance either to find his man or get,
_away from Buenos Ayres. B
He spent..the greater part of the day
aimlessly wandering about the streets
and squares, but as night came on he
began to think of food and lodging. He
. commenced to walk in the direction of
a part of the town where he knew he
would find cheap lodging-houses for all
nationalities, and as he passed along
San Martin street he saw a woman ap-
proaching him whose peculiar carri

ognized.” He eagerly watched her
movements and became almost ‘con
vinced that he had seen her before. As
he ‘passed her he at once knew that she
was tane woman whom he had seen
leaving the concert hall  with Emerick
a few nights after he first reached
Buenos Ayres. . o
He did not immediately accost her, |
but turned around ‘and followed her. |
The woman appeared aware that she
was being followed, and when Percy
cautiously approached to speak she
stopped suddenly and faced him. Her
attitude was one of defense, but Percy’s
first- words being spoken in clear En-
glish, she felt reassured and kindly
asked him what she conld do for him.
] am searching for Mr. Emerick,” he
replied. '‘‘Can you tell me any thing of
him?” ;
“‘Mr. Emerick!”’ she said, in as-
to:do with him?” : 5
Under the shadow o a doorway they
drew together, and Perey gave a hurried
outline of his recent adventures, wind-
ing up by asking her if she could help
bhim in any way.
_“Lcan and I will,” was the reply. *I
have some influential friends here who
- wil¥’soon restore you %o your rights
Come to me at this address to-morrow
and I will see that a gentleman whocan
render you assistance is there to meetl
ou.” » |
yAsshe spoke she drew a card from
her pocket, on.one side of which Percy
read the words ‘“Belle Lorimer,” and on
the other her address, written in lead
pencil.

dinary circumstances seemed like an
unfortunate oecurrence, bnt Percy
hailed it gvith delight. He was not
pleased to see- the praying old Dutch-
man in trouble, but he at once saw a
means of escape. He was dressed in
the garb of a native, but that made no
difference, and once on a river steamer

would be safe. He set the broken

n of the Dutchman as best he could i

th his limited knowledge of surgery |
and then presumably turned his atten-
tion to tho repair of the wagon. Find-
ing that the wheel could not be fastened
on without the assistance of a blacks
smith, 2s the little pin from theaxle.
was lost, Percy proposed that he shoyld
ride back to the head station and bring
the smith from there. To this, the
Dutchman, anxious to” get-home, con-:

Percy spent that :‘ugns in a miserable
lodging house that'was scarcely better
than the mud hut which had been his
shelter during the cold night on the
Pampas; but he did not sleep much, his
anxiety being too great, and was outon
the streets again in .the early morn
anxiously awaiting the hour when be.
could meet Belle Lorimer:

CHAPTER XIX.

On the night when Belle Lorimer was
overtaken by Percy Lovel she was on
.the way to perform her nightly duties at
the theater and as soon @s she reached
her dressing-room she 8at down und’
pénned a hasty note- which Sho folded
in a sweet-scented envelope and gave tof
a boy who stood waiting. - “Run with
this to the Féreign Club, aud if the,

.

Percy’s heart down to alow ebb, for it

tonished tones. “Why, what_have you v

tongued despoiler of a woman’s virtue,
you can address me at Martinean’s Dra-
matic Agency.” Then drawing from her
pocket a fancy little purse she whis-
‘pered to Percy: '“I have somelow formed
the opinion that Emeriek was not his

‘ ver f real name, but the only clew- which I
to gain_admission .to the building he -have to any other is: eontained in this

little package.” Herg she drew some-
thing carefully wrapped in-tissye paper
from her purse and hagded it to Percy.
“Do’ not examiné it now,” she said.
“Look at it some other time.” Percy
slipped it into his pocket. In a few
minute§ he left the house and stepped
into a carriage with the Colonel.

About two hours iater one would not.

have . recognized in the Mr. Huntly,
who walked toward the custom-house
building, the  dirty, ragged-looking
tramp who wasso rodely thrust from
the hotel. The change of dress, to-
gether with a neatly-trimmed beard,
made all the difference in the wbrld;
and Percy Lovel was once more Mr.

age Huntly.~ Under these conditions it
and light, airy step he thought he rec- was not difficult for Percy to make

himself known, and with the assistance
of his newly-found friend, Colomel
Brandon, he was soon in possession of
his own clothing, and was able once
more to jingle the nimble. and necessary
dollar in his pocket. y
Everybody. was of course surprised,
‘but no one seemed sufficiently interest-

“D0’ NOT-EXAMINE IT NOW—LOOK AT IT

SOME OTHER TIME.” e
‘ed in him to demand a complete history
of his adventure. Buenos Ayres is
happily free from the inquisitorial
pests which 8o often defeat the ends of
justice by their ill-timed ‘‘interviews.”
Consequently Percy'left the city with-
out a word being sent to .the outer
world to announce his reappearance in

| the 1and*of the living:™ It was a fortun-

ate thing that such was the case, for it
gave him the chance to follow up the
trail with greater certainty of overtak-
ing the man for whom he was search-
ing.

He lostno time preparing toshake the
dust of Buenos Ayres from off his feet,
and in a few days hewas bound for New
York ‘over precisely the same route
which the object of his pursuit had taken
a few months before.

In aninside vest pocket of his traveling

! suit he had placed the. little package

which Belle Lorimer had given him, but
it never occurred to him to examine it.
There it lay and did not see daylight
during the whole of the voyage.

Upon arriving at New York he pro-
ceeded at once to the house in Gramercy
Park, but was surprised, on applying
for admission, to find that his friends

gentleman to whom 1t is addressed 'is q

the hotel. That accomplished I shall’

gage and personal effects, which “had

ad :
d l?i!msel ¥y
walking the streets of @ great city, but
this time he was- better prepared for an
emergency and walked only to get an
opportunity ‘for thought and not fro!

compulsion. After strolling near\ly a
mile, in a slow angd dejected manner, he
took a car down-town, and visited Em-.
erick & Company’s office on Pearlstreet.
‘What hé might have done, had Mr.

to guess, but on reaching the flogr upon
| which the office ‘was formerly located
! he walked to the glass door and noticed
that another name was painted upon it.
Inquiry from the janitor elicited the in-
| formation , that the firm of Emerick &
;' 0o: was no longer in existence. Percy
‘was now utterly at his wits’ end and
bafffed.) He knew not how to move and '
‘eould form no definife plan of action.
Every thing seemed  to be working
against him. The Delaros and Mr.

Wileox (it must be  remembered he |

knew nothing of. his old friend’s death)
in Europe; Emerick, he knew not where;
himself wandering alone in New York;
what should ‘he do? He retraced his
.steps up-town, engaged rooms-at a hotel
and sat down o consider... ' <7 ¢
e thought.  *‘I'might never find them;
and yet I can not stay here alone.” Why:
hedid not at once repair to Mr. Wil-
cox’s lawyers he could never afterwards
oxplain, but he did Nbt do so. After
many hours of consideration he resolved
to take the first steamer to Europe.

It a few days he was passing Sandy
Hook, and a week later he was
anxiousdly expecting to see the Fastnet
Light. :

mingled much with the company on
board. ‘He was too much enwrapped in
his own thoughts to care to investigate

One day when in mid-Atlantic he be-
thought him of the little package which
Belle Lorimer had given him and re-
solved to open it. Retiring to his state-
room and taking from his valise the
vest, in the pocket of which he had
placed the package; he drew out what
he would have valued as a precious
treasure.” had he known what it was.
Carefully unwrapping it, he found thatit
contained an insignificant Portuguese
silver coin with a smafl hole bored
through it. - The small width of silver
between the hole and the edge of the
coin had worn away, indicating that
the coin had doubtless fallen from
whatever it had originally snspended

chain. - Inclosed with the coin was a
little note, which read: ‘‘Examine the
edge of this coin all round.” &
Percy did so, and noticed/'that in oni
part(the milling had,k been filed or
.ground flat, and on the smooth edge
Was & monogram execuy in 80 minute
a manner that- withont a microscape
it wonld be impossibie to distinguish
the letters. , =
Not having a
.session Lovel '‘borrowed one from an
officer of the ship.and,again retired |
his state-room to fartlier examine the
curiosity. Applying the microscope, he
gazed-intently for a moment and, drop-
ping: the instrument,said to himself:
“I thought there was mno mistake,

Belle Lorimer was right. This- sup-
posed Mr. Emerick does possess a secret,
- but it is not his alone.” There is at least
l oyie other who shares the knowledge of
{ it; and it shall not be long before it be-
comes public property.
find the villain yet” 5 §

These and similar ‘thoughts crowded

Percy’s brain as they sailed through | s
the heavy mist hanging over the Mer- [
sey to the Liverpool docks. .Resting in |*

the great sea-port but' a few hours, he
went direct to London. One-might have
‘supposed that he would have sought the
home of his childhood; but that had:
loffg lost all charm for him. He had
but one present p! to fulfill; and
in importance it seemed to him para~
mount to all others. R
: He arrived in London abont two days;
after Mr. Emerick; yet, although at
times they were not much more than
arm’s length apart, they never con-
fronted each other in the crowded
_streams of human life which surged up
.and down the city’s streets.

Mrs. Delaro and Armida alsoreturned | §

‘to London about the same time.
. Eugene Bregy lost no time- in calling
' on them, and they expressed much de-
;light at seeing him; while he, on his
! pary, was overjoyed beyond measure,
-and seemed 80 pleased that he acted al-

' most foolishly. He at once made him- |

" self ‘exceedingly familiar and insisted
| on accompanying the Iadies everywhere

‘ they went.

\ Finding that he would have no'oppor- |
it ‘| tunity of speaking to Armida in private |

‘while in the busy, noisy city, amid the
incessant din ‘of business, 'pleasu

seekers and ¢allers, Eugene invited her |

to take a trip" with him as far as Rich-.
mond. .
This beautiful spot was looking its
"best. In true English' 'fashion they
went to the “Star and Garter,” the most
fashionable hotel in the' place, and par-
took of tea served in the conventional
manner, with cold meats, chickens,
salads, watercresses, etc. 7
Afterwards they walked up the hill to

the grass in a place where they could
btain a fine view of thatexquisite bit
f valley scemery, they commenced to

RPERS IS Sepel e -

(To be continued.)

PRI s

Many citizens will regret to have learned
that it is the intention ot Ald. Harrison to
retire from the representation of the James
Bay ward in the city council. = It is gener-
ally admitted that the alderman has proved
himself to be an exceedingly useful member
and one who'has had at heart the best in-
terests of the city. In, connection with

invalaable, be having supervised the differ-

own property. He has never hesitated to
express his opinions with regard to eivic
matters, and his sound; practical experience
has ever stood the eity 'in . good. stead.
There can be no questiou, that _he will be
much missed. at the -council board and on
the committees ; but as he chooses to with-

 ““Whatis the mo!gohghmropa?" .' 4

During the " voyage he had mot|{

those of others. Sohekepthimself aloof.’}:

from—prohably Mr. Emerick’s watch |

microgoope in his pos- |

Those aré his initisls—L. V.’—and |

1 must and will }

street improvements his services have been |

ént works in progress as if they were bis|

Emerick been there, we willnot presume 5

sumptive,
General
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