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How much lower are these raies than

those ordinsvially charged by private
parties?  Without :pausing to supply

an answer which might leave the Gov-
eroment echewe little grourd for claim-
ing oredit on the 80ore of 16w rates,
wo fearlessly affirm that to redace the
variff fifty per -ceut; would. be to in~

orease the beuefits of the service in near-
ly the scme raiio, while the gross
receipts would experience little dimiy
nation, To some this may arpear a
bold assertion ; bat a little reflection
will, . we think; establich its correctness.
It is precisély the Eathe as that ‘upon
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oue of shilling postsge. ‘1he Douglas
presents the only meaus by which the
coast settlers ean reach the markets At the
present rates it costs them so mpch that
théy are really unabe to compste ‘sics
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eign producer, notwithstanding the pro-
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Judge Crease was visiting tfie-various creeks

aod evioced great interest in the'mio
erations. Pearsod Brothers are edtabl
a storo at Vao ‘Wiokfe,
i tbeir Report allude in strong terms
exhorbitant court fees imposed in’ Ca
and gecerally to the undue proporti
ation borne by that Distriet.
and most® properly vefer to the de
postage rates, ‘whereby Cariboo le
charged four times'as much 'as those passiog
through the lower coantry. The
atindes o the Hodpital, Fire Brigade,
add other matter of local interest.
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New WesruminsTer ITsms'—The Hyack Comy:
pany held & meeting on - Wednesday : for - the|
plitpuse of nominating its officers  for the en-
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. Figher. 1gt L

‘H, Eiliot, Osptain -W.
T, Walsh, 2ud do J. Wise, 1s¢ Brancl
Vienna, 2ad do.G. Turger, 3rd do J.
strong, Engineer O, Lee, Secretary
 monds, Treasurer W.J. Arm
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are being draived out of the eountry,
-year by year. Just in proportion as
wbe facilities for reaching the market
are Increased so will the supply comiog
from our own farmers be nugmeuted,
We do uot yventure to assert that such &
‘reduction in thé teriff of charges as we.
bave suggesied would result io an im-
mediate commencurate increase in-lhe 1
quaatity of freight and the number of
‘passetigers carried by the Douglas; bat-
‘we have no besitation in affirming that,
if a scope cof, say, two or three yéars be
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OumNIoA.—THhe néwWs is rather more encous
raging than formerly: @ A few ‘companies jare
doing ' well and . others- wese prospecting.
‘Several prospeating parties had.gone out. On
“Vitalle Creek the Oatiforaia: Co. had ground-'
sluced a large piece of ground and wero com-
‘menciag to ¢lean up. - The Hamilton co'were’
well, and had ‘a piece’ of grounu from
'they expected to take from one..o. two
ounces per day to. the'band. .The Vuuileco
' had been making tWe oz & day'to tuc ‘band:
shovelling into the stuces. ' Their groisy: was
feom three to four feet deep. The
¢6 had struck'the edge of'the deep channel |
"and found the gold dipping’ with ithe rrock:
The Brown and Taylor co were making a:
1itleover—sn—ounce u-day 1o the hand.
Several other companies were taking out gold,
cting was being done
Oreeks considerable

taken, suoh a result would be tully real~
1ized.  But, in gauging ‘the importance
ot such a chaige; oub’ must endeavor to
extend tbe vision beyond the mere fact.
that the trade and, consequently, the.
usefulness of this already very. ‘useful
‘asteamer would ‘be  doubled, = withott
involving any iocrea-ed cbarge upon
the revenus, That change is sugges-
tive ot increased settlement, expandiog
operations and " progres-ive develop-
ment; and it is here that the grand ob-
jecs comes in. - To promote this is the
primary aim. of the present crude and
burried remarks. To promote this
shon!d be the auxions endeavor of the
Government. So much tor the redac.
‘tion Of rates. A concluding word about
the slight increace to the service alrcad)
‘hinted at: 1t has been said that Co-
'mo3 is visited by-the Douglas but once
‘s month . Comox i8 an imporiani set’
(lement; but it bas bocome sach not
through official fostering, bat in spite
of official ~megtect 1 1f Comox is an
important settlement now, what would,
it have been had it erjoyed reasonable
facilivies for communication With —the|

incipal markets 7 Leaving the read- |
er ‘te_apswer, we do not besitate to.8sy
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On Silver and Quartz .
work was going forward, and altogether the’
mines of that regioa were loeking up.
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worse still, think of the farmer.having.
'to. e from bBome worg (han & mooth in,
order to go either to Nenaimo.or Vics
toria’ 10, dispose of what he may bave
40 sell |*' Prosperiiy "uiider such: a con=
diton is 0ot to.be expected,. We¢ sube
ditionul sefvice could -be-|
 porformed by "the’ Dougias without one
dollar of additional -expense, says aud
except the trifling” #mvunt of fael con-
~umed betweeu Nabaimo and Comox:
Such being the case, we couceive it to.
be: clearly the duty of the Goverament
.0 order that the slight suditivnal ser=
vice be at ouce undertaken, for 'ihe:
séaBon daffag which it i moat needed is:
| now close ai band,—All of whicli is re-
spectfully bat earnestly submiited ior
the, favorable’ consideration of the Exes
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bere. - Ualess the City Fathers make a clean
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in vain; for & few left'in ‘) quiet corner Wil
suffice to seed the whole city. ' ;
SaN‘Juan Rives.—Mr J ames O Scott and
Mr Brown refuroed from Leeoh River last
evipg.., They bring important pews from
.thar_sectlon of ‘eountry,.
_since they went odl on &
on‘the Ban -Jusa- River,
yrospects of "coarse gold.
y washed '$2,37 with a pan.  Ttie
uated, on a point which they
*s Point, aod-steked off their
« ‘Fhey believe, thut. 1bis
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sgannot close-their eyes to the detri
fect which: the’ disturbed state : L]
River Settlement must necessarily have pro- | ocean mail seryice
duced.’ ** Utidéf these circam tances tbey | Francisco to British, .gompagies,;, Holliday
fuve considered ‘with grest srxiety wheihe | & Co, or any.other fi IL have
be pradest to recommeod the de | chance with Brifish boats., . .,
olaration of a second dividend out of the | I
e;;a‘. 22"0 ion&;i;, dl'lidP:d Arxoraer ScaooL DistricT,— The Barrard
0 000 bas already ‘ g R ;
aad- it fvd" s i g Ia.et Scnool Distriot has been Gazsiied, and
‘the position‘of the compaby T
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| named Brown! g g
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«Tb;:e news s to the'30tb olt. The miniog
iqbel{igenoé'_is‘lor the-most- part encouraging
Uo William oreek the San Juan 0 cleared
ap 283 oz for the week. The Mountaio co
got” gobd prospeers=in  the' bottow,: - The
Dosnie, oo gleated up 700z. Good prospects

induved-the Forward co to make im*
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