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LITERATURE AND

THE EMPIRE

AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE

Eloquent Speeches by Lord
Morley, Mr. Birrell, Mr. ‘
Churchill and Milner. f
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“Are you golng to treat i
& profession?” continued
“I think you probably 1icline
to think that as regards that, that that
is the view that Is most appropriate
for this occasion. But I looked out the
word literature in that splendid monu-
ment of learning, the Oxford dictior
ary, and what was my shock to find
myself quoted, and 1hvreb}"hnndod
down to Immortality, as having said,
"Literature is the most seductive, the
most deceiving,
ous of all
ter.)

It was long ago, Leord Morley added,
éince he committed himself to that
perplexing opinion, and he had sur-
vived what he could not recover, the
secret of that menacing language.
(Laughter.) He believed it was the
feeling he had in his mind at that date,
that an enormous number of persons—
men and women—were committing
themselves to literature as a profession,
who had no more right to take to the
writi of books than Mr. Birrel} or
he had the right to take to painting oil
pictures or water-colors (Laughter.)
*“So many,” he went on to say, “thought
themselves called, so few foun4 them-
selves by the pub 10sen. But
as to the honorable
and arduous the jour-
nalist. Though Caryle uses very little
language upon that, in place he
said, “Is not every able editor the
ruler of the world, being, as he is, the
persuader of it?” ” On one other oc-
casion he said that Journalism was
ditch water. (Laughter.) Sometimes
he was inclined to think it was. (Re-
newed laughter.) But the class of
Journalists, like the class of men of
letters more strictly so-called, con-
talned an infinite variety of general
and species and sub-species, from the
very high class of publicist to his
humble friend who purveyed brisk
Jeaderettes and nimble paragraphs.

They were not there that day to
eonfer upon grammar—though this was
a fruitful topic—or punctuation; they
were not there to discuss style. No-
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was said about platform speakers
a platform speech depended on
» things—first, who said it; second,
he sald it; and third, what he
and really it was added what he
wasg the least important. That was
of the journalists,
what a platform speaker sald vanished
more or less rapidly, and what
Journalist wrote remained. Journalis
he was told the other day by a home
member of the conference, was litera-
ture in a hurry, and he taxed him with
having invented this saying. He did not
agree.
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ter.) Journalism was not infallil
and was not quite so omnipotent :
often thought,
The improvement in
Morley, had in 1
enormous, and he thought i
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the

coarse

journalis

added 1is time been

t was
He could remember
writings in the reviews were
and extremely ignorant.
gone It was true there was
of stiff language used. He re-
membered once, when he was in charge
of a newspaper, a young mary came to
him for employment.
“I said to him,” sald Lord Morley,
what Is your speclal qualification?
He replied ‘Invective.’” (Laughter.)

“I said “What kind of invective? and
he replied, ‘No particular kind—general
invective.” (Laughter.)

“I think,” he added, “my friend must
have found employment in some quart-
ers since.” (Loud laughter.)

Everybody would agree, continued
Lord Morley, everybody who observed,
i that the temper of journalism was al-
{ ways being improved. Taken as a
i whole, criticism was not ungenerous,
iand as for literary ecriticism, in his
oplnion there had never been, either in
England or even in France, so much
icritical power and knowledge applied
as they would find in English journal-
Ism today. (Cheers.) But he wanted
to ask two questions. Their knowledge
of the press covered a wider area than
his did. Was the newspaper the enemy
of the book? Did people in England,
in Australia, read more books? Did
they know better the difference
tween a bad book and a good one? He
had known more than one man of great
Influence who seemed to think it diad
not much matter, as a book was a
book. (Laughter.) In his (Lerd Mor-
ley’'s) opinion, the answer to the ques-

when
very
That

tions whether people read more and |

knew the difference between good and
bad books was more favorable and en-
couraging. The book was sometimes
its own enemy; it might come too soon
ior too late; the author might have in-
vented a coin that was not in currency,
or, like fruit or flowers in the garden,
'he might have planted hig thoughts,
choosing his season wrong. But .the
general result of his views wasg that in
the matter of literature the authors of
books were never more favorably
placed.

One more question—a very Iimport-
ant one, perhaps. Lord Morley con-
| tinued:

{ It is sald by critics of democracy,
not merely in this country, but else-
where in every democracy, that journ-
‘alism of the newer type impairs and

ure and compass to the giants; but|
e was one thing they could do—|

be- |

weakens the habit and faculty of con-
tinuous and coherent attention. If
this were so, it would not be short of a
disaster, because the habit and facility
of continuous and coherent attention is
one of the main galns of all education.
I am not sure if it i{s not as much a
tgain for education as the knowledge
| itself which education supplies. Is it
itrue that the newer type of journalism
| weakeng the faculty of coherrent at-
tention I am bound to say that when
{I see gentlemen coming up to town on
a morning by the suburban train with
a financial paper under one arm, a
sporting paper under the other, and a
general newspaper written, what is
called, “crisply”—Iif he is of an aesthe-
tic turn of mind he has.also an {llus-
trated paper—when I am told that this
gentleman is having his career shaped
and his opinions moulded, and his
views settled by this process, I confess
I am very sceptical

During your proceedings a good deal
has been said of the rebarbarism of
Europe—the rattling back into arms
and preparation for the use of arms.
| Herbert Spencer for a long time noticed
this tendency to rebarbarism. I won-
der how far the press has shared in |
the large flow of general forces that |
have brought and are bringing this
about. There are those who say that
though a minlster may maka a blunder.I
though a permanent official may wear |
his official blinkers too large and too
tight, though diplomatists may be not

{

)

| time might lead newspapers to write and surely we, who already
crafty enough or too crafty, and though |

personal egotism may blind statesmen
to larger considerations, yet the press
Is more answerable than all these |
things put together. I have heard that |
view expressed, and as I am putting |
one or two questions, I will put the!
question, whether you consider that thej
opinion of the press over-seas and at |
home, the opinion of the press is s}'s-f
tematically and perseveringly used on
behalf of peace among the nations

I only say this—there is nobody who
is not bound to re cognize that the press
is a great centre and fountain of
public-hearted duty and moral force:
that it the guide to an intellectual
grasp the of the world; and|
that in its best forms, an organ
of practical common-sense. I am very
proud to have met and I am al-|
ways very proud to have been a mem- |
ber of your profession.
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landmark In the life of the indivdual:
writer. (Hear, hear.)

If a man sold partisanship, that was,
after all, a humble trade, and he was|
only a merchant in a small way of
business. In so far as the forces in
which they were gripped at the present

what the readers were anxious to learn,
rather than give full expressions to
their own internal conceptions and
opinions, there, no doubt, they found
that the profession did not reap all the
fruits and all the honor which was its
due; but when they found on honest
and sincere attempt on the part of the
writers for newspapers to correct evil

writer acquired
splendid character.
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*toiled all day, and their play did not

commence until after their work was
discharged, but the men who scld truth
was one of those whose work was his
pleasure. And, therefore, he ventured
to say that they were celebrating that
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The power of the press was a fertile
theme. It was gradually increasing
i but was the power of the pressman in-
creasing with the power of the
chine
tlon which, if they were to ask ques
tions, must be answered in the
future, because in
times an individual had the power to
governments and politics, they
could not fail to observe that in this

attention of the country.

ma-
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shape

walk of life, as in so many others, the |

human element was in great danger of
being crushed underneath the power of

the machinery which it had helped to |
‘When Mr. Birrell was drawing |
attention the other day to the spirit of !

create.

partisanship which sometimes ani-

mated newspaper comment, he thought |

there was an explanation to be found
in the fact that newspapers were ever

changing the constituencies which they |

represented, and, as the years passed
by, they had come less to represent the
opinfons of the writers than the opin-
ions of their readers.
position that was being created at the
present time, and the conference, which
tended to increase the power and in-
fluence and strength of the man behind
the sword, marked in a very distinet
manner the recognition and revival
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Deafness Can Be Cured.

Sufferers from impaired hearing will
'be glad to know that thelr affliction
is probably not due to any organic
i defect in the ear, but results probably
ifrom a thickening of the lining of the
{middle ear, caused by ecatarrhal in-
{flammation. Hundreds of perfect re-
‘coveries as a result of the {nhalation
{of Catarrhozone are reported, and on
;the highest authority we recommend
this treatment to our readers. Catarrh-
ozen quickly restores lost hearing, and
its efficlency is placed beyond dls-
pute by the case of Mr. Foxwell, of St.
Thomas, who recovered perfect hear-
Ing by using Catarrhozone, after years
of deafness. Price $1.00, at all dealers
or by mail from the Catarrhozone
Company, Kingston, Ontarie

He thought that was the ques- |
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|
écompletely run down, was very pale,
1

'THE BLOOD SUPPLY MUST BE
KEPT RICH, RED AND PURE—
GOOD BLOOD MEANS
GOOD HEALTH.

Healthy girlhood is the
healthy womanhood.
of girlhood

only path
The merging
into womanhood lays a
‘new tax upon the blood. It th
overtaxing of the scanty blood sup-
ply that makes growing girls suffer
from all those headaches, backaches
and sideaches—all that paleness,
weakness and weariness — all that
languor, despondency and constant
iil-health,
‘ Unhealthy girlheod 1is bound to
ilead to unhealthy womanhood, and a
| life -of misery. Nothing but the blood-
building qualities of Dr, Williams’
i Pink Pills can save a girl when she
jundertakes the trials and tasks of
flwomanhoﬂd. That the time when

to

is 1€

is

i rhic had bee circulate
That was the|nature makes new demands upon the Ments which had been circulated

{blood supply. Dr. Williams' Pink
;Pills actually make new, rich blood
| which meets those new demands with
‘ In this simple scientific way

| ease.
| Dr. Willlams’ Pink Pills fill a girl

S x a1l 1 have be=
of | with overflowing health and strength. jprovide work, and have b

| Miss Eva

Dennis, Amherst, N. S.,
says: “Dr. Williams' Pink Pills have
done me a world of good. I was

easily tired and suffered from fre-
quent severe headaches, Though I
tried many medicines I got nothing
to do me the least good until I be-
gan using Dr., Willlams’ Pink Pills.
Even the first box of these seemed to
help me, and after taking a half
dozen boxes I was agaln a strong,
healthy girl. I have not had an ill-
ness since, but should I again feel
run down, Dr. Willlams’ Pink Pills
will be my only medicine, and 1
strongly recommend them to every
weak and alling girl.

Dr. Willlams’ Pink Pills are sold by
ell medicine dealers or sent by mall
at 50 cents a box, or six boxes for
$2.50, by The Dr. Williams’ Medicine
Company, Brockville, Ont,

though he had never
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man eloquence.

How did they do it? It was because
they studied Greek. That was the
cause and method by which the per-
fection of their language was achieved,
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a language which w
est and most express !
languages in the world, and hoped!
that our language would continue to
exert an ever-increasing dominion over
the whole world, and that it would
exert a powerful influence upon the
growth of the human race, ought to
take the trouble to see that the English

| prejudices which were spread abroad, language was properly studied in the
| there the work of the pressman or of schools of the Britis
(thc

Empire, and that
boys and girls were taught to read its
great writers and noble

It had been said words were the only
things which lasted for Utter-
ances which had from human
lips, and which appeared to have been
stilled almost at the moment they had
been had endured and were
enduring, while the most enduring and
tremendous m which had
been had crumbled and passed
away altogether.

The way in which
and British writers c«
the large and general interests
British Empire was to write
good, and true words—words
ing the solldarity of Christendom and

2> 0f nations
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ulated by any trade union. But things
are obviously bad enough. Thea
tress committee’'s funds are exhausted.
and after badgering the Government
in vain for a big grant the committee
find themselves at a standstill., Hence
the declaration of Mr. W. F. Ander-
son on Monday-—that he declined any
lorger to be the nominal chairman of
a nominal committee, an ask
the corporation to relieve him
duty. Mr. Anderson said
tical position tha committee
had to a large extent
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Glasgow about the work of the com-
mittee,

Glasgow’s special grievance is that
while they have been urged on by the
"authorities above to take action to
n bullied
to pro-
unds have dried

by the out-of-works bhelow
{ vide more work, their f
up, the unemployed remain on their
hands even at midsummer, and hough
their condition was made known, and
parliament had granted a certain sum,
a considerable amount at the end of
i th financlal year was, as unexpend-
! ed, handed back to the treasury. Un-
able to move the local government
board, the distress committee applied
jto the premier. Obviously Mr. As-
| quith could not pass the Scottish sec-
retary, and he asked the committee, in
{the first instance to see Lord Pent-
land. The latter received a deputa-
tion from the committee last week, but
ihe could not promise an Immediate
i grant, thoygh Glasgow {8 to be early
{and favorably considered In the dls-
'posal of the grant for next winter.
Nor could he give a pledge that fur-
ther sums borrowed from the corpora-
tion would form a proper charge

{ ton,
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The committee decided to offer
llotments to let, and authority
granted spend several ed
pounds to erect new buildings In order
to make the allotments suitable
tenants.
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The distress from unemployment 18|
always accentuated In Scotland by
two facts—one that so long as he or
she is able-bodied nobody is ontmmi!
to poor law relief; the other, that by |
the system of yearly lets of houses ai
working man who may not have the|
certainty of three months’ stoady}
work in a place has to take his house
in February or March for a year from
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LINIMENT CURES

Gonorrhaa and Runnings
IN 48 HOURS. Cures Kid-
ney and Bladder Troubles.




