RY |

and how
R .

Maps of

ny other

art and
[l three—

renewing
ram ; can

berta

actory

in stock.
all

cateiAve.
{ Edmonton

\PPROVES
OMMISSION

March 17.—At a
wick Liberal As-
uss the present
at Edmonton, the
has just been?un-

igewick Liber-

d to announce
appointment by
nt of a royal

he merits of
Rutherford

perta  and

ail Company,
end the different
in the provinee to
betive members at
the matter of said
1 all eontroversies
entirely in the
mission, and that
tions farther re-
fve Liberal mem-
e government and
legislative duties,
unwarranted ex-
of lengthy legisla-

that this resolu-
p our present mem-
fir. Chas, Stewart,

ral Association.
=

hrkish Navy.

ontracts for two
iser, the nucieus
pavy have .een
represents an €x-
).

EDMONTON

BULLETIN, MONDAY, MARCH
—

21, 1918,

IPAGE FIVE.

IN THE PROVINCIAL HOUSE

Wednesday’s Session.
1 the government coneceding
iemand of the members of the
on for the fullest ‘investiga-

creation, organization 'acting as- justices of the said court,

yration of the Alberta and
rways railway and the con-
the guaranteeing of bonds,
er’'s amended resolution for
ommission was unanimous-
y —legislature Wednesday
1ssion on the terms and |
i the resolution occupied
afternoon session and :t
1 the House met at night !
was reached. By that
esolution had been put in
ipe that it received the ap-
f every member of the House. |
ate yesterday resulted in ;
. government or the dissen-
ling to the view point.9
nment supporters say: "'\‘.'n’
everything. asked for in
the fullest investigation
secured.” The insurgents
forced the government ‘o
llingly one after another, |
szions that we demanded to
mplete inquiry.”’
Premier Brings Up Resolution.
stion was first brought fo
ntion of the House by Pre- |
rford who presented the
n as it stood on the order
The attorney-general immedi
troduced an amended draft
e said had the approval of the
nd this wag farther changed
nt conference betwéen Mr.
1 Mr. Bennett, who broug!
he House a resolution
both.
point being raised by
speaker ruled that
n inasmuéh as it involve
ney grant to put it into effect re-
d consideration in eommittee
I It was then taken up
and the discussion ¢
il six o’clock. Immediately
ing at eight o’clock a vote
n and a unanimous vote
resulted.
Government Agreed.
the exception of the insertior
st clause providing that ti
ners may hear any couns
those selected if they see fit, th~
rnment readily agreed to all tho
nendment. On the last amendment i
s not until W. F. Puffer, one ci
government’s twenty, had expres
ed himself in favor of the conten-
ns of Messrs. Boyle, Riley and Ber
, that this was agreed to, and dur- |

|

the recess between the afterncon
: the evening sessions a proviso cov-
ring the contention of the opposition
was drafted and submitted oy the at- |
torney-general. Mr. Cross previously |
took the ground that the judges had |
ed the privilege of selecting thei
own counsel and that this' amply |
provided for a hearing for all inter-,
stéd parties. )
Where Resolution Was Changed.
The resolution first provided that
investigation shculd embrace ‘the |
making or entering. into of the con-|
tract between the governmemt and wne
Alberta and Great Waterways Rail-
way company.” On the suggestion f

|

¥

j than those selected if they deem it
, advisable, in the public interests to
. do so.

y was to be craated. It provided in sec-
j tion 2 which referred to this enquiry

i witnesses before them and_of requir-

| solemn affermation (if they are per-

j oF the matters into which they are to

! have the
' attendance of witnesses and to com-

I | should receive the unanimous support
1 tion would be made and the ecommi
; sion would commence work as soon as
| possible.
11! mittee of the whole.

4 - 3 hi !
| powers to the judges and which was |

{ black-faced type.

| mission should be empowered to 1n-

| wished the scope to be

t antee of bonds.”

ing public matters being e¢hapter 2 of , oppoc

statutes of-‘Alberta, 1908 ,and in ad-
dition, such pgower and authority as
said commissioners would have if

in relation to a cause or matter- ‘n
said court, and to make a report to
the Lieutenant-governor-in-coyneil, in
respect of the matters herinbefore
recited, for -the information of the
legislature.

The selection of counsel to assist in
conducting said enquiry shall be made
by said commissioners, but said com-
missioners may hear other counsel

‘ k A
The Discussion.

The -premier in introducing the re- |
solution drew attention to the Act
Respecting Inquiries, passed in 1908,
under which the proposed commission

that:

The ileuienant-governor-in-counctl
may by the commission by whiech he
appoints them confer upon the com-
missioners thé ‘power of sum¥oning

ing such witnesses to give evidenee
under oath, orally or in writing or on

sons entitfled to affirm in civil mat

cion to-the government could
not Le represented by comnsel the
case could have been gettled in a
minute. He would like {o know what
forc: or effect the inquiry would have
if the could not be presented to
the judges by those who
fact-.

Aitorney General Cross again said
the judges had asked for a free hand
in the sglection of counsel. The gov-
ernment were not going to select any
counsel,

Malcelm McKenzie said-the govern-
ment had given as wide a resolution
as any government had ever given to
investigate any ullegation of graft.

E. Mitchener (:led Deer) said the
government were now on the defence.
The defence had chosen their judges,
and it was up to the prosecution to
have the opportunity to select their
counsel.

Hon. Mr, Marshall said the govern-
ment. were perfectly willing to leave
the matter of appointing counsel with
the commission.

O’Brien is Humorous.

C. M. O'Brien humorously remarked
that different members had said “‘we”
wanted ‘counsel. . He knew a couple
of good Socialist lawyers and if all
purtﬂ*s who desired were to have coun-
sel the “we” that' he represented
wished legal rcpresentation also.

ters) and to produce such documents |
and things as the eommissioners may |
deem requisite to the full investigation

{
!
. - 1 . 11 |
inquire, and the commissioners s.all |
same power to enfbOrce wne|

pel them to give'evidence as is vested
in any courts of reeord in civil cases.
The resolution, said the premier,

of the House. The fullest investiga-

Mr. Bennett suggested that the re-
solution might be discussed in com

Hon. Mr. Cross’ Amendment.
Hon. Mr. Cross then produced ui3
amendment which he said gave wider |

introduced with their sapetion. .ae
amendment was as it stends above

with the exclusion of the clauses n
Mr. Bennett suggested that the com-

quire into the commencement of this
transaction from the tims the hon-

orable.member for Peace River got a of the attornt

charter in 1905 up to the present. Hv'
widemed 1o |
take in the very -fullest investigation |
of the details of the matter.

quire into the ‘creation, organization
and operation of the

ireat - Waterways

railtway
1

of Mr. Boyle and thought the pppon-

stead of inquiring into the making (ents of the government should have
of or entering into or carrying out a |the umwrtgnit;’ of’ selecting their own
ir | certain contract’ he would suggest it in- counsel ‘before the commission.

Alberta and |tee the House rose at
together | Cross: in fthe evening sesplon intveduc

Mr. Boyle continued to urge in favor
of allowing the opposition members of
the House to be represented hefore the
commission. He appealed to Mr. Ben-
nett to say whether in his opinion the
original resolution :allowed sufficient
latitude for all parties who wished to
be represented.

Mr. Bennett’s Opinion.
R. B. Bennett, in a iengthy speech
he hesitated to diseuss the sub-
ject as a lawyer. He did not want to
be the counsel, however, for he had
more than he could do mow and he
would not be here but he thought it |
his duty to be in the House. He did
not think the proviso at the last of
the resolution gave protection to the
members who opposed the government
on this question, and in illustratioa
he quoted a number of royal commis-
sions in the old country and in other
parts of Canada.

Charles Stewart, Sedgewick, said he
wished to support the Liberal L'owm-i
ment and he wished to be able to:say
to his constituents that the fullest pos-
sible and rest enquiry was granted
in every

J. 'W. Woolf defended the contention

y general that the ap
pointment of counsel should be left
with the judges.

W. H. Cushing endorsed the views

After further diseussion in commit-
six o’clock. Mr.

| writing or instrument by inadvertenc

{which intimation had been given and
the premier consented, in view of the
fact that the business was now getting
{well under way to forego the Satur-
Jday meeting. He also gave way to the
jrequests of some of the membess and
'no session was Deld iast. night. J
B petition to incorporate the Rocky
Mountain Colleries Co. was presented
by the leave of the House, as the time

knew thw‘for receiving petitions has expired. It

{ was brought in by Malcolm McKenzie,
Claresholm.
More Bills Passed.

Two more bills passed through the
House yesterday. They were respect-
ing the Diamond Coal Co., Ltd., and
to grant additional powers to the
town of Raymond' for the purpose of
acquiring or constructing public utili-
{ties. This makes six in all that have
been passed this session.

Five bills were considered in com-
mittee of the whole. The most im-
portant was that of Hon. Mr. Marshall
entitled a hill respecting charges upon
land contained in certain instruments.
Its object is to prevent the reading
in of mortgages into agreements of
sale.

The Text of the Bili.

The act, which is a brief one, of only
two clauses, reads as follows:—

1—From and after the coming into
force of this act, every mortgage,
charge or encumbrance upon land or
upon any estate or interest therein
contained in, endorsed upon or an-
nexed to a writing, or instrument writ-
ten or printed, or partly written and
partly printed, or. any part- thereof,
which said writing or instrument is
required to be registered in order to
preserve the rights of the seller of
bailor of goods as against any pur-
chaser or mortgage of or from the buy-
er or '‘bailee of such goods in ‘good
faith. for wvaluable consideration, or
against judgments under the ordin-
ance respecting Hire Receipts and
Conditional Sales of ‘Goods, or <on-
tained in, endorsed upon or annexed
to -a written: order, contract or agree-
ment for the purchase or delivery of
any chattel or chattels shall be null
and void to all intents and purposes
whatsoever, notwithstanding anything

in’ any other act or ordinance.
2—No such mortgage, charge or en
cumbrance, nor any caveat founded
thereon, or upon any such writing or
instrument, shall hereafter be regis-
tered or filed under The Land Titles
Act, and in the event .of any such|
s
accident or otherwise howsoever, being |
registered or filed’'ih any land’ titles
office contrary 'to "the provisions ‘of !
this act, such registration ..oz ﬁlin:"
shall be ineffective ;and nugatory cl
all intents and purposes whatsoever
and may be cancelled 'by the Supreme
court or a judge théteol upon ‘the ‘pa-
tition of any person. interested, or
upon the application of the registrar
of the land registration distriet where-
in. the land affectéd lies.

{

vith all matters’ leadinz up to guar- !ed his prov#so and the resolution wa.‘!

The attorney-general = thought tha:
thic resolution as it stood would in-

ciude everything that the junior mem- |

ker fci Calgary wished to be included.
J. R. Boyle thought that the resolu- |

Mr. Bennett who conferred with the |1lOn as it stood m_lld_ restriet the in-\
atorney-general, it was made to refe..QWILy of the commission. ’

the creation, incorperation or or-'

P s
zation or the making or entering i Pecunial

the contract.” This allowed

r the investigation to go back to
he disposal of the charter sectired by |
K. Cornwall, Peace River in 1505.
word - “pecuniarily” was also
ken out where the commission
ere instructed: to  inquire if any
members or officials were interested. .
Mr. Bennett contended that the word
“peuniarily” implied graft and toers'
1 been no charge of graft in iue

The Selection of Counsel.

!
]
o ]
The big question under discussion |

& ecide v W iae ogisla »
committee, was the selection of idecided upon by the last Legislature.

junsel to conduet the case before !
he commission. ' The attorney-gen- !
| contended that as the judges had
asked to be allowed to select thei
own counsel no appointments should
made by parties interested. He |
ded that the investigation was |
trial in which there were plain- |
and defendants. but rather an |
into the facts of the acse.
r continued discussion and the
ntation of an amendment relat- |
unsel by J. R. Boyle, Mr
after recess brought in the 10l- ]
ich was adopted, Mr. Boyle |
v:ng his !
lection of counsel to assist |
ting said inquiry shall be
id commissioners, but said
rs may hear other coun- |
selected, if they deem j
the public interest to |

The Amended Resolution. ;
nded resolution as unani-
sed, under which the in-
be conducted reads as fol-

|

. been rumors and rumors and stories
.and stories of graft, and the

contract was a good one was a question

tnow the government did mot consult

| general, Mr. Bennett and himself with- |
S {

l Want Representation.
|
|

Mr. Bennett thought the word|
ly”” should be struck out, |
as it implied graft and no charges of |
graft had been made
Rumeors of Graft.
Attorney General Cross said that
since the Legislature opened there had

House
and the country wantéd to know whe-
ther any member of the Legislature
or any officer of the government had
made any money out of the contract.
he question as to whether or not the

of policy of the government and was

George P. Smith (Camrose) and
Charles Stewart (Sedgewick) said the
members had been promised any kind
of a commission they wanted, but

them in drafting the resolution. I
M. Roberts, of High River, took the
same ground.
Cross and Bennett Confer.
On the suggestion of the attorney

drew to draft up .a. resolution which

would be mutually satisfactory.
After a short recess this was drafted

and then another recess followed,

while typewritten copies were being | p

prepared for the members.

After an interval of half an hour |
the House resumed its sitting and |
went into committee of the whole in
consideration of the resolution as now
drawn up.

the resolution
every

J. R. Boyle said
would now be acceptable to
member of the House if the
ment would see their way clear to
allow opponents of the government to
be represented by counsel.

| ernment was not satisfied with the

on: | verdict of the House and were

, 1t is advisable in the pub-
t that enquiry should be
r the purpose of ascertaining
er any, and if any, what officer
flicers or miember or members of
lagislature of the province were
or are interested either directly or in-
rectly by themselves Or through
thers in the creation, incororation OF
organization of the A. & G. W. r-il-
way company, or in the making o Jr
ntering into or carrying out a certain
contract between the government and
1the provinece and the Alberta and
Great Waterways railway, for tne
guaranteeing by the province of the
ecurities of the said company, or the
sale thereof, or in the proceeds of or
the amount realized for the disposi-
tion or sale of the said securitins.'OF
otherwise howsoever in connection
with the said company.

e itresolved that the lieutenant-
goyernor in council be requested to
~ppoint a commission consisting »f
Hon. D. L. Scott, Hon. Horace nar-
vey, end Hon. N.-D. Beck, three >f
justices of supreme court of Alberta.
to make such enquiry and that the
<aid commission have all powers and
anthority mentioned in section 2 of
the aect® respecting enquiries concern

the dissentients were not represented.
He proposed the following . addition
to the resolution: “And said commis-
i sioners shell ‘hear such counsel as
ishali appear and :L-‘k to be heard,
{ provided the commissioners deem 1t
lin the public interest.”
i Attorney General Cross asserted, as
he had before asserted, that the judges
| had asked that they be given the right
|to select the counsel. The
i ment were not going to select counscl
| and it was not necessary that the op-
‘positiﬂn should have counsel either.
‘Thu judges asked for a free hand in
| the selection of counsel, He hoped
the member for Sturgeon would see
. his way clear to pass the resolution
| unanimously.
Counsel Was Not Needed,

Malcolm McKenzie, Claresholm,
said that when the.entire matter was
left to the three judges the House
should be satisfied and await the in-
vestigation. -He km‘w.nothing about
the case and held no brief for the gov-
ernment, but was willing that the
whole matter should rest with the
judges.
JUE% H. Riley said that if the House

|

| Club of Calgary to the

govern- |

o . | v . . .
The gov-!all proceedings in eonneection with the

T 1- | » ‘ .
gOVeID- | tators’ benches were emptied whén-

\then unanimously. passed.

The remainder o the evening ses-
sion was taken up with routine busi-
ness.

More Bills Passed. .

Bills to validate’and confirm bylaws
Nos. 50 and 61 of the town of Cam-
rose (Mr. Smith), respecting the Al-
berta and -Saskatchewan Central-rail-
way lines (Dr. Campbell), and respect-
ing the Yellowhead Coal Co. (Mr.
Puffer), were given third readings and

se with the Salvation Army bill
make the first four bills “passed.dur-
ing the session.

The following were given first read-
ings: Respecting the (Carbon MHill
Railway company (Mr. Warnock), re-
specting Roval Alexandra = hospital
(Mr. MecDougall), to incorporate Al-
berta Western Railway company (Mr.
3oyle), and respecting Bow Island
Railway lines (Mr. McKenzie).

Committee of the Whole.

The House went into committee of
the whole on bills to validate and con-
firm ce n ‘bylaws of the city of Cal-

tirrigation

It was considered. for some time
arfd then progregs ‘was reported” until
today:.

Irrigation Companies Excepted.

Mr. Bennett secured :the insertion
of: a clause that the bill . shall . not
apply to charges made upon land. by
companies’ for' irrigation
purposes.

Other bills which, were passed: in
committee of the House were respect- |
Ing Land Surveyors, respecting -the
Great West Permanent Loan Co., to
Incorporate the High River General
Hospital and a 'bill to consolidate cer-
tain Bylaws of the Town of Cardston.

Friday's Session.

Shortly after noon today the legisia-
ture adjourned till May 26th.’ 'Be fore
adjournment his honor, the lieuténant-
governor, came down to the House
and assented to a number of private
bills whose urgency was such that
they could not conveniently be held
over until the members reassembléd.

The temporary . supply for tive
months ending May 31st, was passed
this morning and the premier in a
short budget speech announced a sur-
plus of $42,060 for last year.

1ange the name of the Elks,
Calgary club
and to incorporate the land surveyors.
The first two were reported agreed to
sion.
d at 10.30.
by Mr. Smith.

o motion to | Treasury dept

¥ was given at*the
1 by George P. Smith:

a roval commissior to
] > circumstances sur-
rounding the agreement with the Al-
berta and Great Waterways Railway
company and the sale of the securities
of the seid company, guaranteed by
the province; and, whereas, it is not
dest le to have work continued on
the road of the said company while
the future of the enterprise is uncer-
tain.

Therefore, be it resolved that this
House instruct the government to stop

building of the aforesaid road until the

now | finding of the said royal commission
taking it to another tribunal, where|

is laid before the legislature.
Thursdav’s Scssion.
i The 'legislature varied the sensa-
| tional ‘leatures of the nast few weeks
?,Thnrsd,a}' by getting down to business
ln} eommittee of the whole and pas-
{ sing a number of bills that have stood
|on the order paper for some days.
There were no features of interest to
.H:n general public that attend from
day to day and as a result the spec-

| ever the onlookers saw that there
would be nothing to interest them.

l At the suggestion of the premier,
| both his resolution and that of Geo.
{ P. 8mith dealing with railway boards
| were left over till today. The prime
minister intimated that he would
likely have an announcement to make
as to the personnel of the board
whieh it is thought will be acceptable
to both the government and insurgents
benches. He will also inform the

{House as to whether the government to wvalidate

will consent to stopping of work on

{the railway till after the finding of

the commission.
No 8aturdav E2ssion.

R. B. Bennett raised a

hird allowed to stand ! Lieut. Gov’s. office.$

government has pro- |

The temporary estimates for the tive
months total $1,686,539.25 and ar=
made up as follows:

Civil Government.

500.00
15,000.00
6,020.00
1,200.00
3,756.00
. Prov, Aud’s. office..” 3,020.00
{ Public Works dept. 15,000.00
Education dept .... '6,500.00
i Agriculture dept... 8,500.00

Executive council..
Attorney-gen’s. dept
Prov. Sec’s. dept. ..

$ 59,450.00
17,700.09
139,250.00
792,840.00
+74,700.00
123,899.25

| Legislation

Administration of Justice ..

{ Public Wiorks: ...

;l];‘ducwtiwn

Agriculture and Statistics ..

1 Hospitals, charities and pub-
lic health

Miscellaneous

Telephones 3060,000.00

$1,686,5639.25
In the administration of justice is

an item for $25,500 to

contained in The Land Titles Act or!

lA. & G. W. railroad if the

{ to hinder the company using secend-

maotion that when the House adjourn-
ed on Saturday it would stand ad-
journed until Thursday, May 26th.
This he said would allow sufficient
time for the royal commission to bring
in its report.

This course has been contemplated
for several days by the government,
and in fact it was the only onz open
to the administration, as both their
supporters and the insurgents wish to
get to their homes for the spring werk.
The insurgents claim the decision of
the government as another victory.

The premier yesterday* afternoon
gave the assurance that not one cent
i of the guaranteed bonds would be paid
out and the location of the A. & G.
W. railway beyond Battenburg would
not be approved until the House met
again im May. This was entirely satis-
factory to all the members.

The remainder of the aiternoon and
evening sessions was taken up with
getting through the most. pressing
legislation. The government bills
have been left over until after the ad-
journment.

Mr. Boyle Wants Information,

Upon the premier making his state-
ment with reference to adjournment,
Mr. Boyle said he would like to have
some further information. The Hou :w(
would like to know what, if any, new i
arrangement had been made with the
Alberta and Great Waterways Rail-
way Company, pursuant to the letter
received from W, R: Clark and * the
resolution finally passed by the
House. The House would like to be
jinformed on this point, and also whvu:
{ the . estimates for the limited supply
would be brought down. Also had
the Royal commission of investigation
{ been appointed.

The premier said the Royal commis-
sion had been appointed. He expect-
ed a message from the lieutenant
governor ‘at the evening session . with
the estimates. The government would
insist that the A. & G. W. Rzilway
Company would make good.

J. R. Boyle: “The House would like
to. know if any new agreement has
been entered into.

Premier Rutherford: ‘“No, nét ‘yet.”

Hoadley Asks a Question.

George  Hoadley, Okotoks, sa'd he
wished to ask the first question of the
House of the premier. Do the govern-
ment propose to go on building of the
company
have not previous to commencement ;
of the work adopted the modified
agreement?

The premier replied that the govern
ment were going to insist on the new
agreement being adopted.

Hon. Mr. Marshall: The company
cannot build the road till they change
this agreement in accordance with
their letter.

Mr. Boyle said he could not under-
stand the remarks of the honorable
minister of ‘agriculture. . The com-
pany were in the same position as in
the past and the government were
also in the same position. He could
not understand the minister’s state-
ment unless the government were in
a position to take the company by the
neck and force. it to do as they wish-
ed.

Legislature Will Decide.

lawyer and I don't wish to discuss |
legal technicalities. - ‘We are coming
back on May 26th and the Legislature
will soon decide on what to do with
the company.

W:. H. Cushing: “There’ is nothing
hand material for construction work.
I:have a letter from a prominent
manufacturing firm saying that they
had’ definite information that second-
hand material was to be used for con-
struction and operation. I think it
is important that we shouldn’t allow
this, as it is practically a government
road, having a government guarantee.
1 would like a definite statement.”

No Second-hand Material.

The premier agreed that it would
be inadvisable to wuse second-hand
material: As far-as he and the gov-
ernment were concerned mno second-
hand material would be used.

Malcolm McKenzie, Claresholmn,
pointed out that it was generally un-
derstood that the government had not
changed its position. Not one solitary
cent of the guarantee money would
be paid until the members came back,
and the members- were entitled to
have that understood. -

Premier Rutherford: “That will be
understood. Not one cent will be
paid out.”

Charles Stewart, Sedgewick; - =aid
that the question that most affected
his district was that of the route. He
would like to know one - thing, and
that was that a very careful scrutiny
would be made of the route, for many
thought that as it was now contem-
plated it would not give relief to
many residents.

The Closest Scrutiny.

The premier replied ‘that there would
be the closest scrutiny of the route.

J4R. Boyle: “And not one mile more
than absolutely necessary should be
proceeded with.”

- Premier Rutherford: I have already
stated that.”

W. H. Cushing said that the House
was adjourning only a few weeks and
before it et again the <companyg
couldn’t do much work. Would it

pay the ex-
pense in' connection with the royal
commission.

In the publicc works department
there is a capital expenditure of
$573,840, principally on publie build-
ings now in progress of comstruction.

The bills assented to are as follows:

A billl respecting the Balvation
Army, a bill to ratify by-laws of the
town of Camrose, a bill to inearpor-
ate the ‘Alberta . and Saskatchewan
Central railway company, o bill to
incorporate the Lacombe and Brazeau
railway company, a bill to ratify Cal-
gary by-laws ,a. bill respectimg: the
Diamond Coal company, a bill ratify-
ing by-laws of the town of Cardston,
a bill to change the name of the klks
club of Calgary, a bill amending the
Lethbridge charter .a bill to" amend
the Edmonton charter and  to ratify
{ the C.P.R. entrance agreement, a bill
to amend the Strathcona charter and
a bill respecting land surveyors, a bill
} certain. by-laws of the
town of Taber.

Yesterday Afterncon.

A surprise was fumished by the

premier in the House yestérday aiter-

protest | noon ‘immediately alter the opening.
had been given to understand that the against the session on Saturday, of

when he arose and gave motice of

| not be advisable for the premier to
give a statement that the company
would not be allowed to operate or
commence over an area of 40 or 50
miles from Edmonton?

Premier Rutherford: “I had that in
my mind—about to Battenburg.”

“That would be about 25 miles,’
said Mr. Boyle.

“Give the Company a Chance.”

Hon. Mr.' Marshall said that the
route to Battenburg was periectly
satisfactory and F. A. Walker, Fort
Saskatchewan, said that the distance
would not be enough.

“Give ‘the company a little chance
to make some progress, as their sur-
veyors are now in the field,” he
urged.

W. H. Cushing was satisfied that
in the country through which the
road was passing that little could be
dbne before May, when the House re-
met.

Malcolm MecKenzie, speaking as a
lawyer, thought there was no method
of preventing the company spending
all their own money, but the govern-
ment should sit tight on the lid. and

s

Hon. Mr. Marshall: “I am not a'

FORT GEORGE,

If you had invested $150.00 in in

$20,000 to you 'now.
These opportunities that yvou may

investment is equally great.

(2) 1t is the central radiating poir
Province.
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leevrage the government had was in
the approval of the raute. The whole
question of the route depended on the
swing at Battenburg. -The old route
went north-east, but the new route
went direct north, following the height
of land.

The premier and Hon. Duncan Mar-
shall both assured the House that
no plans north of Battenburg would
be approved of before the House. re-
met. ;

A. Bramley Moore, Alexandra, in-
troduced a resolution that the govern-
ment take such steps as were neces-
gsary to secure ' the control of the
minerals and -fisheries in . the pro-
vince. The motion was seconded by
J. K. Cornwall, Peace River, but de-
clared out of order by the Speaker.

Large Salaries of Officials.

George P. Smith spoke on his resolu-
tion for a railway board, and in view
of the announcement of adjournment
it was then withdrawn. Mr. Smith,
in speaking, said every precaution
should be taken by the government to
keep down the cost of the railway, for
it might have to be expropriated later
on a valuation fixed on the cost. He
was informed on the best: authority
that the chief engineer, Dr. Waddell,
was paid $25.000 a year, and that the
president got $60,000. a year. These
were immense figures when it was
congidered that the G.T.P. chief en-
gineer only got $6,000 and later $10.-
000. He was informed also that tran-
sit men and engineérs were paid far
more than on the G.T.P." The figures
in the estimates as furnished by Dr.
Waddell were out of all reason as com-
pared with the G.T.P. He would 1i
to have the most careful scrutiny of
all the bills.

The Premier’s Assurance.

Premier Rutherford: “You can rest
assured that everything will be most
¢losely scrutinized.”

Mr. Cushing—‘"Has the premier any
knowledge of the expenses now going
on ?”’

Premier— ‘No
authentic.”

C. M. O’Brien wished to know il

knowledge that ‘is

the member for Camrose had investi-,

gated what wages the employees were
being paid on the A. & G. W. railway.
Mr. Smith replied that with his (Mr.
O’Brien’s) knowledge of labor condi-
tions he might rest assured that the
workmen were not paid commensurate
with, the other salaries.

eGo. Hoadley—“I would like to
ask the premier if he now depends
on Jones, the government engineer,
to do the checking?”

Premier—“His duty is to check till
an independent board is appointed.”

Mr. Cushing—*1s there any definite
system as to how it is done 2”7
" Premier— ‘He sees all the accounts,
bills, ete.”

Mr. Boyle Again Speaks.

J. R. Boyle speaking on Mr. Smith’s
resolution said he simply wanted a
definite understanding for the strict-
est scrutiny and that steps be -taken
to prevent the present unreasonable
expenditures.
the House that the government under
the act had the power todo as - T.
Smith wished. The company were at
lipenty to draw $20.000 a mile for
every ten miles if the rdad only cost
§1,500 a mile. The tal kof holding the
money in the bank was most foolish.
The ;‘rnn)mny had a vested interest
in the money in tne banks. They had
already borrowed $50,000 on it and
could borrow more. The only check
the government had was by refusal to
confirm the route beyond Battenburg.
The sooner the royal commission. got
to work and reported if it was a proper

inot pay a cent of the $7,400,000.
The Swing at Battenburg.

J. R. Boyle contended that the only in this railway a

case for expropriation the better. A
member previously had talked of ex-
propriating a graveyard. - He saw
graveyard where

He regretted to inform |

would be intered the political- lives of
some of the members.

Mr. Roberts is. Satisfied.

L. M. Roberts, High River, said the
House had the assurance of the prime
minister that no money would be paid
out and no plans approved beyond
Battenburg. He thought the mem-
bers could then go hcme satisfied. Lhe
House should proceed to business and
get the necessary .matetrs clear,d up
as soon as possible. After further
discussion the resolution of Mr. Smith
was withdrawn and the House took up
routine business, which was. eomsid-
ered till adjournment. :

The Evening Session.

At the evening session the esfimates
for the first five months of the year
up to May 3lst, were presented. “They
amounted-to $1,6%6,539.25.

After a number of bills had been
hurried through in the evening ges-
sion by suspension of the standing
rules, J. R. Boyle raised a protest.

“I think the rules have been sus-
pended enough,” he said. ‘I don’t
see any reason for passing the esti-
mates before Monday. According to
the rules of the House the estimates
could not be taken'wap till Monday.

The premier said these were not
regular estimates. They might’appear
large at t but they included the
statutory grants which swelled the®
total. The regular budget speech
would not be made till . May 26th,
when the House reassembled.

Mr. Boyle Urges Consideration.

Mr. Boyle said the members in rail-
roading the legislation through were
not doing their duty to the country.
He expected to stay long enough to
properly discuss the business and n
order. None of the members were in
such a hurry that they could not wait
until legislation was properly put
through.

The premier agreed that no legisla-
tion should be railroaded through the
House. The hills put through were
largely municipal and much of them
had been cut out to expedrte .ne
business. He wished to reach an ad-
{ jurnment on Saturday so the memberts
could get home for Sunday. Person-
ally he would just as soon stay all
next -week.

Estimates Reasonable.

Geo. P. Smith and L. M. Roberts
said the estimates were very satis-
factory to them. They had checked
them over ard they ; appeared per-
fectly Teasonable. They . would iike
to see the honorable gentleman from
Sturgeon grant his iindulgence and
waive the standing : orders sq, the
House could adjourn’ Saturday if he
saw his way clear to do so.

Mr. Boyle replied ‘ that he didn't

to delay the House. His time

as probably as valuable as any other

membsr, for it usually cost money to

retain it. He was bound to say it

d.dn’t look well to see such a -rush.

He urged the members to be g -little
careful.

On the suggestion of E. Mitchener,
it was agreed that the Hous¢ should
meet Saturday at 10 o’clock and it was
hoped that the member for Sturgeon
would waive his objection so the
members could get home on: Saturday.
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