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IN THE PROVINCIAL HOUSE
Wednesday’s Session. ing public matters being chapter 2 of

With the government conceding statute© of Alberta, 1908 ,and in ad- 
, vary demand of the members of the * ditioii,- such pqwer and authority as 
opposition for the fullest investiga- commissioners would have 'f
lion into the creation, organization 1 acting as justices of the said court, 
and incorporation of the Alberta and ! iri relation to a cause or matter ’n 
Great Waterways railway and the con- said court, and to make a report to 
tract for the guaranteeing of bonds, the Lieutenant-govemor-in-coyncil, in 
tiie premier's aqiended resolution for t respect of the matters herinbefore 
-, judicial commission was unanimous- ‘ recited, for the information of the 
ly passed by legislature* Wednesday legislature.

The discussion on the terms and j The selection of counsel to assist in 
conditions of the resolution occupied conducting said enquiry shall be made 
the entire afternoon session and -t by said commissioners, but sa^d conrt- 
vas not until the House met at night | missioners may hear other counsel 
that a vote was reached. By that j than those selected if they deem it 
time the resolution had been put in advisable, in the public interests to 
-ueh shape that it received the ap- | do so.
proval of every member of the House, j • The Discussion.

The debate \esterday resulted in , The premier in introducing the re- 
favor of the government or the dissen- solution drew attention to the Act 
tients according to the view point,."j Respecting Inquiries, passed in 1908, 
The government supporters say : We under which the proposed commission 
eoricedt-d everything, asked for in was be created. It provided in sec- 
order that the fullest investigation , tion 2 which referred to this enquiry 
would be secured. The insurgents ] that.

( which intimation had -been given and 
the premier consented, in view of the 
fact that the business was now getting 

j weti under way to forego the, Satur- 
I day meeting. He also gave way to the

Stoi; - «• *°d
case could have been settled in a1110 session was nela last, night, 
minute. He would like to know what j A petition to incorporate the Rocky 
force or effect the inquiry would have j Mountain Colleries Co. was presented 
if the facts could not be presented to | by the leave of the House, as the time 
the judges by those who knew the for receiving petitions has expired. It 
facts. j was brought in by Malcolm McKenzie,

Attorney General Cross again said Claresholm

r-nlv : We forced the government to 1 —^ .......«— _,i  «re.— 1 ine
the col

■...willingly one after another. | •jeuienant-goyernor-in-counc.l
...cessions that we demanded to ma? by th-e emission by which he

secure a complete inquiry.”
Premier Brings Up Resolution.

appoints them confer upon the com 
missioners thé power of summoning

again
the judges had asked lor a free hand 
in the selection of counsel. The gov
ernment were not going to select any 
counsel.

Malcolm McKenzie said- the govern
ment had given as wide a resolution 
as any government had ever given to 
investigate any allegation of graft.

E. Mitchener (..led Deer) said the 
government were now on the defence. 
The defence had chosen their judges, 
and it was up to the prosecution to 
have the opportunity to select their 
counsel..

Hon. Mr. Marshall said the govern
ment were perfectly willing to leave 
the matter of appointing counsel with 
the commission.

O'Brien is Humorous.
C. M. O'Brien humorously remarked 

that different members had said “we”
witnesses before them and.of requir- wanted counsel. He knew a couple
i n r, ,, „ L , It, «. —. —, . X a  . .   1 «1 . . . — .   £   .— _ J Cl i—, X, nl.nt 1 O riMTÛ V Q O 11 ll IT 1 1T'. question was first brought^ to ! ing such witnesses to give evidence
under oath, orally or in writing or on 
solemn atténuation (if they are per
sons entitled to affirm in civil mat
ters) and to produce such documents 
and things as the commissioners may 
deem requisite to the full investigation 
of the matters into which they are to 
inquire, and the commissioners snail 
have the same power to enforce «ie 
attendance of witnesses and to com
pel them to give evidence as is vested 
in any courts of record in civil cases.

The resolution; said the premier, 
should receive the unanimous support 
of the House. The fullest investiga-

ention of the House by Pre- 
.iu..r Rutherford who presented tbs 
resolution as it stood on the order 
paper. The attorney-general immedi
ately introduced an amended draft 
which lie said had the approval of the 
judges and this was further changed 
at a joint conference between Mr. 
Cross and Mr. Bennett, who brought 
hack to the House a resolution ac
ceptable to both.

On the point being raised by Mr. 
Boyls the speaker ruled that ne 
resolution inasmuch as it involved 
a money grant to put it into effect re
quired consideration in committee of 
the whole. ~
committee and the discussion con 
tinued until six o’clock. Immediately 
after meeting at eight o’clock a vote

tion would be made and the commis- 
It was then taken up in J sion would commence work as soon as 

possible.
Mr. Bennett suggested that the re

solution might be discussed in com-
was taken and a unanimous vote in 
favor resulted.

Government Agreed.
With the exception of the insertion 

of the last clause providing that the 
commissioners may hear any counsel 
than those selected if they see fit, thr 
government readily agreed to all the 
amendment. On the last amendment i i 
was not until W. F. Puffer, one cf 
the government’s twenty, had exprès 
sed himself in favor of the conten
tions of Messrs. Boyle, Riley and Ben
nett, that this was agreed to, and dur
ing the recess between the afternoon 
and the evening sessions a proviso cov
ering the contention of the opposition 
was drafted and submitted ay the at
torney-general. Mr. Cross previously 
took the ground that the judges had

mittee of the whole.
Hon. Mr. Cross’ Amendment.

Hon. Mr. Cross then produced ms 
amendment which he said gave wider 
powers to the judges and which was 
introduced with their sanction, «ne 
amendment was as it stands above 
with the exclusion of the clauses m 
black-faced type.

Mr. Bennett suggested that the com
mission should be empowered to in
quire into the commencement of this 
transaction from the time the hon
orable, member for Peace River got a 
charter in 1905 up to the present. He 
wished the scope to be widened to 
take in the very fullest investigation 
of all the details of the matter.

Instead of inquiring into the making 
of or entering into or carrying out a

asked the privilege of selecting their ; certain contract’ he would suggest it in- 
owd counsel and that this amply — 
provided for a hearing for all inter
ested parties. ‘

Where Resolution Was Changed.
The resolution first provided that 

the investigation should embrace ‘the 
making or entering into of the con
tract between the government and me 
Alberta and Great Waterways Rail- j 
way company.’ On the suggestion f ‘
Mr. Bennett who conferred with the j
atorney-general. it was made to refe. 
to the creation, incorporation or or
ganization or the making or entering 
into of the contract.’ This allowed 
for the investigation to go back to 
the disposal of the charter secured by 
J. K. Cornwall, Peace River in 1905- 
The word “pecuniarily” was also 
stricken out where the commission

quire into the "creation, organization 
and operation of the. Alberta and 
Greet* Waterways railway together 
with all matters' leading up to guar
antee of bonds.'

The attorney-general thought that 
the resolution as it stood would in
clude everything that the junior mem
ber ft v Calgary w shed to be included.

J. R. Boyle thought that the resolu
tion as it stood wuld restrict the in
quiry of the commission.

Mr. Bennett thought the word 
“pecuniarily” should be struck out, 
as it implied graft and no charges of 
graft had been made.

Rumors of Graft.
Attorney General Cross said that 

since the Legislature opened there had 
been rumors and rumors and stories

of good Socialist lawyers and if all 
parties who desired were to have coun
sel the “we” that he represented 
wished legal representation also.

Mr. Boyle continued to urge in favor 
of allowing the opposition members of 
the House to be represented before the 
commission. He appealed to Mr. Ben
nett to say whether in his opinion the 
original resolution allowed sufficient 
latitude for all parties who wished to 
be represented.

Mr. Bennett’s Opinion.
R. B. Bennett, in a lengthy speech 

said he hesitated to discuss the sub
ject as a lawyer.’ He didi not want to 
be the counsel, however, for he had 
more than he could do now and he 
would not be here but he thought it 
his duty to be in the House. He did 
not think the proviso at the last of 
the resolution gave protection to the 
members who opposed the government 
on this question, and in illustration 
he quoted a number of royal commis
sions in the old country and in other 
parts of Canada.

Charles Stewart, Sedgewick, said he 
wished to support the Liberal govern
ment and lie Wished to be able to say 
to his constituents that the iullest pos
sible and fairest enquiry was granted 
in every way.

J. W. Woolf defended the contention 
of the attorney general that the ap 
pointment of counsel should .be left 
with the judges.

W. ,H. Cushing endorsed the views 
of Mr. Boyle and thought the oppon
ents of the government should have 
the opportunity of selecting their own 
counsel before the commission.

After further discussion in commit
tee tlie House rose at six o’clock. Mr. 
Cross in The eveiiirsg,session intneduc 
ed this provfso and the resolution was 

i then unanimously .passed1.
The remainder pi1 the evening ses-

instructed to inquire if any and stories of graft, and the House
members or officials were interested. I and the country wanted to know whe- 
Mr. Bennett contended .that the word j ther any member of the Legislature 
“peuniarily” implied graft and tnere 'or any officer of tlie government had 
had been no charge of graft in tue ~ ’ -> ’ 1
House.

The Selection of Counsel.
The big question under discussion 

in committee, was the selection of 
counsel to conduct the case' before 
the commission. The attorney-gen

More Bills Passed,
Two more bills passed through the 

House yesterday. They were respect
ing the Diamond Coal Co., Ltd., and 
to grant additional powers to the 
town of Raymond1 for the purpose of 
acquiring or constructing public utili
ties. This makes six in all that have 
been passed this session.

Five 'bills were-considered in com
mittee of the whole. The most im
portant was that oi Hon. Mr. Marshall 
entitled a bill respecting charges upon 
land contained in certain instruments.
Its object is to prevent the reading 
in of moitgages into agreements of 
sale.

The Text of the Bill.
The act, which is a brief one, of only 

two clauses, reads as follows:—
1— From and after the coming into 

force of this act, every mortgage, 
charge or encumbrance upon land dr 
upon any estate or interest therein 
contained in, endorsed upon or an
nexed to a writing, or instrument writ
ten or printed, or partly written and 
partly printed1, or any part thereof, 
which said writing or instrument is 
required to be registered in order to 
preserve the rights of the seller of 
bailor of goods as against any pur
chaser or mortgage of or from the buy
er or 'bailee of such goods in good 
faith for valuable consideration, or 
against judgments under the ordin
ance respecting Hire Receipts and 
Conditional Sales of Goods, or con
tained in, endorsed upon or annexed 
to a written1 order, contract or agree
ment for the purchase or delivery of 
any chattel or chattels shall be null 
and void to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever, notwithstanding anything 
contained in The Land Titles Act or 
in any other act or ordinance.

2— No such mortgage, charge or en
cumbrance, nor any caveat founded 
thèreon, or upon any such writing or 
instrument, shall hereafter be regis
tered! or filed under The Land! Titles 
Act, and in the event of any ^such 
writing or instrument, by inadvertence, 
accident or otherwise howsoever, being 
registered or filed''1ft any land’titles 
office contrary to the provisicrfis of 
this act, such registration or- filing 
shall .be ineffective ;and nugatory tc 
all intents and purposes whatsoever minister of 
apd may be cancelled by the 'Supreme ' 
court or a judge theteof upon ‘the pe
tition of any person interested, or 
upon the application of the registrar 
of the land registration district where
in the land affèctéd lies.

It was considered.? for some time 
aifd then progress whs reported until 
today. . h <

Irrigation Companies- Excepted.

This he said would allow sufficient 
time for the royal commission to bring 
in its report.

This course has been contemplated 
for several days by the government, 
and ip fact it was the only "one open 
to the administration, a® both their 
supporters and the insurgents wish to 
get to their homes for the spung work. 
The insurgents claim the decision of 
the government as another victory.

The premier yesterday afternoon 
gave the assurance that not one cent 
of the guaranteed bonds would be paid, 
out and the location of the A. & (i. 
W. railway beyond Battonburg would 
not be approved until the House met 
again in May. This was entirely satis
factory to all the members.

The remainder of the afternoon and 
evening sessions was taken up with 
getting through the most pressing 
legislation. The government bills 
have been left over until after the ad
journment.

Mr. Boyle Wants Information.
Upon the premier making his state

ment with reference to adjournment, 
Mr. Boyle said he would like to have 
some further information. The House 
would like to know what, if any, new 
arrangement had been made with the 
Alberta and Great Waterways Rail
way Company, pursuant to the letter 
received from W. R. Clark and ■ the 
resolution finally passed by the 
House. The House would like to be 
informed on this point, and also when 
the estimates for the limited supply 
would be brought down. Also had 
the Royal commission of investigation 
been appointed.

The premier said the Royal commis
sion had been appointed. He expect
ed a message from the lieutenant 
governor at the evening session . with 
the estimates. The government would 
insist that the A. & G. W. Railway 
Company would make good.

J. R. Boyle: “The House would like 
to know if any new agreement has 
been entered into.
f Premier Rutherford : “No, n6t yet,” 

Hoadley Asks a Question.
George Hoadley, Okotoks, sa d he 

wished to ask the first question of the 
House of the premier. Do the govern
ment propose to go on building of the 
A. & G. W. railroad if the company 
have not previous to commencement 
of the work adopted the modified 
agreement?

The premier replied that the govern 
ment were going to insist on the new 
agreement being adopted.

Hon. Mr. Marshall : The company 
cannot build the road till they change 
this agreement in accordance with l 
their letter. I.

Mr. Boyle said he could not under-
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FORT GEORGE, British Columbia
The “Winnipeg of the Great North-West”

If you had invested $150-00 in inside property in Winnipeg, or even in 
Calgary or Edmonton, ten or fifteen years ago, it would be worth" $15,000 to 

$20,000 to you ’now.
These opportunities that you may have missed ,serve to show the great

ness of other opportunities that exist today, wherein the reward for pioneer 
investment is equally great. .. :y'

FORT GEORGE stands forth pre-eminently as the coming commercial 
capital of the vast interior of British Columbia.

(1) It is the (fentre of over 1200 miles of navigable water.
(2) It is the central radiating point for the great railway systems of the

Province. .. *v--•.«
(3) It is the centre and natural distributing point of the greatest favming 

area of British Columbia.
(4) The famous Cariboo mines are within 100 miles, and the vast timber 

areas to the eastward, already pay tribute to it as their business centre*
The Fort George Tribune, Mr. Houston’s paper, isv printed * on this pro

perty, and this is the property his paper has been advising the public to 
wait for and buy. -

Every hotel and industry, the post office and all business establishments 
(except the Hudson’s Bay Co.’s post) are located on this property. Three 
banks and a host of' outside business firms have already purchased lots to 
build on.

LOTS $150 up, according to location. TERMS, 1-4 cash, balance 6, 12 and 
18 months, with interest at 6 per cent.

Send TODAY for plan and further information. * .

~ NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT* CO.
614 HASTINGS ST., « VANCOUVER, B.C.
jr,—aea»

THE PION CLOTHES DRYER
IS THE ONLY PERFECT DRYER IN THE WORLD

It can be used on lawn, balcony or roof and hoisted, lowered and folded 
into single post, all on operating the one crank.

High
Class
Furniture
Made
to order.

Show
Cases.

éim

Bank,
Office,
Bar,
Jewelry
and

Store
Fixtures

PION MANUFACTURING CO. Limited
236 JASPER AVE. W., Edmonton, Alta. Phone 2510.
Prices and particulars on application. Agent Vanted in Every Locality.

mr. noyie said ne couia not unaer- j Sevrage the government had w
■•*"» *■ - *»• srr,te !

com- swing at Battenburg. The old route 
but the new route

agriculture, 
pany were in the same position as in 
the past and the government were 
also in the same position. He could 
not understand the minister’s state
ment unless the government were in 
a position to take the company by the 
neck and force it to do as they wish
ed. n . •

Legislature Will Decide.
Hon. Mr. Marshall : “I am not

sion was taken up with routine Ibuei- Mr. Bennett secured the. insertion
of. a clause that the bill shall not 
apply to charges made upon land by 
irrigation companies for irrigation 
purposes. '

Other bills which were passed: in

made any money out of the contract. 
The question as to whether or not the 
contract was a good one was a question 
of policy of the government and was 
decided upon by the last Legislature. 

George P. Smith (Oamrose) and 
anorney-geii- i Charles Stewart (Sedgewick) said the 

, . , , „„ y,«.i ’members had been promised any kinderal contended that as ^ejudges had o{ & commiggion t£ey Wante<f, but
asked to be al . .vnui,li 1 now the government did not consult
own counsri no ap^mtmentsjhouid them draftjng the resolution. T„

M. Roberts, of High River, took the 
same ground.

Cross and Bennett Confer.

be made by parties interested. He 
contended that the investigation was 
rot a trial in which there were plain
tiff;’ and defendants, but rather an 
inquiry into the facts of the acse.

After continued discussion and the 
un. mentation of an amendment relat
ai'-- to counsel by J. B. Boyle, Mr. 
<Vss after recess brought in the toi
le v mg which was adopted, Mr. Boyle 
w: lidraw .ng his :

“The selection of counsel to assist 
in 'Oiiducting said inquiry shall be 
uihd, by said commissioners, but said 
commissioners may heer other coun- 
-r; lb in those selected, if they deem 
it ad visible in the public interest to 

-o "
The Amended Resolution.

The amended resolution as unani
mously passed, under which the in
quiry will. be conducted reads as fol
lows, the portions in black faced-type 
being the amendments made during 
the discussion:

Whereas, it is advisable in the pub
lic interest that enquiry should be 
made for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether any, and if any, what officer 
or officers or nlember or members of 
the legislature of the province were 
or are interested either directly or in
directly by themselves Or through 
others in the t nation, incororation or 
organization of the A. & G. W. r 41- 
way company, or in the making o' or 
, ntering into or carrying out a certain 
contract between the government and 
the province and the Alberta and 
Great Waterways railway, for tne 
guaranteeing by the province of the 
securities of the said company, or the

On tlie suggestion of the attorney 
general, Mr. Bennett and himself with, 
drew to draft up a resolution which 
would be mutually satisfactory.

After a short recess this was drafted 
and then another recess followed, 
while typewritten copies were being 
prepared for the members.

After an interval of half an hour 
the House resumed its sitting and 
went into committee of the whole in 
consideration of the resolution as now 
drawn up.

Want Representation.
J. R. Boyle said the resolution 

would now be acceptable to every 
member of the House . if the govern
ment would see their way clear to 
allow opponents of the government to 
be represented by counsel. The gov
ernment was not satisfied with the

ness.
More Bills Passed. - |

Bills to validate" and confirm bylaws 
Nos. 50 and 61 of the town of Cam- 
rose (Mr. Smith), respecting the Al
berta and -Saskatchewan Central rail
way lines (Dr. Campbell), and respect
ing the Yellowhead Coal Co. (Mr. 
Puffer), were given third readings and 
passed.

These with the Salvation Army bill 
make the first four bills'passed-dur
ing the session.

The following were given first read
ings : Respecting the Carbon Hill 
Railway company (Mr. Wamock), re
specting Royal Alexandra hospital 
(Mr. McDougall), to incorporate Al
berta Western Railway company (Mr. 
Boyle), and respecting Bow Island 
Railway lines (Mr. McKenzie).

Committee of the Whole.
The House went into committee of 

the whole on bills to validate and con 
firm certain bylaws of the city of Cal 
gary, to change the- name of the Elks, 
Club of Calgary to the Calgary club 
and to incorporate the land surveyors. 
The first two were reported agreed to 
and the third was allowed to stand 
over until next session.

House adjourned at 10.30.
Motion by Mr. Smith.

The foliowinig notice oi motion to

committee of the House were respect
ing Land Surveyors, respecting the 
Gfgat West Permanent Loan Co., to 
incorporate the High River General 
Hospital and a 'bill to consolidate cer
tain Bylaws of the Town of Cardston.

Friday’s Session.
Shortly after noon today the legisla

ture adjourned till May 26th. Be tore 
adjournment his honor, the lieutenant- 
governor, came down to the House 
and assented to a number of private 
hills whose urgency was such that 
they could not conveniently be held 
over until the members reassembled.

The temporary supply for five 
months ending May 31st, was passed 
this morning and the premier in, a 
short budget speech announced a sur
plus of W2,0o0 for last year.

The temporary estimates for the five 
months total $1,686,539.25 and are 
made up as follows :

Civil Government.
; Lieut. Gov’s, office.$ 500 09
Executive council.. 15,000.00 
Attorney-gen’s, dept 6,030.00 
Prov. Sec’s, dept... 1,200.00 
Treasury dept........ 3,756.00

went north-east, but the new 
went direct north, following the height 
of land.

The premier and Hon. Duncan Mar
shall both assured the House that 
no plans north of Battenburg would 
be approved of before the House re
met.

| A- Bramley Moore, Alexandra, in
troduced a resolution that the govern

lawyer and I don’t wish to discuss | ment take such steps as were neces-

bî moved on Friday was given at "the Prov. Aud’s. office.. 3,0'0.00
afternoon session by George P. Smith :

Whereas, the government has pro
posed to appoint a royal commission to 
inquire into all the ciicumstances sur
rounding the agreement with the Al
berta and Great Waterways Hallway 
company and the sale of the securities 
of the said company, guaranteed by 
the province ; and, whereas, it ,is not 
desirable to have work continued on

Public Works dept. 15,000.00 
Education dept .... 6,500X0 
Agriculture dept... 8,500.00

$ 59,450.00
Legislation .............  17,700.00
Administration of Justice .. 139,250.00
Public Works ............................ 792,840.00
Education .......................  >74,700.00
Agriculture and Statistics .. 123,899.25 

the road of the said company while Hospitals, charities and pub
the future of the enterprise is uncer
tain.

Therefore, be it resolved that this 
House instruct the government to stop 
all proceedings in connection with the 
building of the aforesaid road until the

verdict of the House and were now I finding of the said royal commission 
taking it to another tribunal, where I ;a iajd before the legislature
the dissentients were not represented. 

He proposed the following addition 
to the resolution: “And said commis
sioners shell hear such counsel as 
shall appear and ask to be heard, 
provided the commissioners deem it 
in the public interest.”

Attorney General Cross asserted, as 
he had before asserted, that the judges 
had asked that they be given the right 
to select the counsel. The govern
ment were not going to select counsel 
and it was not necessary that the op
position should have counsel either. 
The judges asked for a free hand in

..too,,.™ „„„  _______ _____ , the selection of counsel. He hoped
•sale thereof, or in the proceeds of or ( tfie member for Sturgeon would see
the amount realized for the disposi
tion or sale of the said securities,, or 
otherwise howsoever in connection 
with the said company.

Se itresolved that the lieutenant- 
governor in council he requested to 
appoint a commission consisting of 
Hon D. L. "Scott, Hon- Horace nar- 
vey, and Hon N. D. Beck, three >1 
justices cf supreme court of Alberta, 
to make such enquiry and that the 
said commission have all powers and 
authority mentioned in section 2 of 
the act respecting enquiries concern

his way clear to pass the resolution 
unanimously.

Counsel Was Not Needed, 
Malcolm McKenzie, Claresholm, 

said that when the entire matter was 
left to the three judges the House 
should be satisfied and await the in
vestigation. He knew nothing about.

Thursday’s Session
The legislature varied the sensa

tional features of the past few weeks 
Thursday by getting down to business 
in committee of the whole and pas
sing a number of bills that have stood 
on the order paper for some days. 
There were no features of interest to 
the general public that attend from 
day to day and as a result the spec
tators’ benches were emptied when
ever the onlookers saw that there 
would1 be nothing to interest them.

At the suggestion of the premier 
both his resolution and that of Geo. 
P. Smith dealing with railway boards 
were left over till today. The prime 
minister intimated that he would 
likely have an announcement to make 
as to the personnel of the board 
which it is thought will be acceptable 
to both the govemment and insurgents 
benches

lie health .............................. 30,500 00
Miscellaneous .......................... 43,200.00
Telephones ............................, 300,000.00

$1,686,539.25
In the administration of justice is 

an item for $25,500 to pay the ex
pense in' connection with the royal 
commission.

In. the public works department 
there is a capital expenditure of 
$573,843, principally on public build
ings now in progress oi construction.

The bills assented to are as follows :
A bill respecting the Salvation 

Army, a bill to ratify by-laws of the 
town of Camroee, a bill to incorpor
ate the Alberta and Saskatchewan 
Central railway company, a bill to 
incorporate the Lacombe and Brazeau 
railway company, a bill to ratify Cal
gary by-laws ,a. bill respecting i the 
Diamond Coal company, a bill ratify
ing by-laws of the town of Cardston, 
a bill to change the name of the Elks 
club of Calgary, a bill amending the 
Lethbridge charter ,a bill to amend 
the Edmonton charter and to ratify 
the C.P.R. entrance agreement, a bill 
to amend the Strathcona charter and 
a bill respecting land surveyors, a bill

legal technicalities. We are coming 
back on May 26th and the Legislature 
will soon decide on what to do with 
the company.

W. H. Cushing : “There is nothing 
to hinder the company using second
hand material for construction work.
I have a letter from a prominent 
manufacturing firm saying that they 
had'definite information that second
hand material was to be used for con
struction and operation. I think it 
is important that we shouldn’t allow 
this, as it is practically a government 
road, having a government guarantee.
1 would like a definite statement.”

No Second-hand Material.
The premier agreed that it would 

be inadvisable to use second-hand 
material: As far as he and the gov
ernment were concerned no second
hand material would be used.

Malcolm McKenzie, Claresholm, 
pointed out that it was generally Un
derstood that the government had not 
changed its position. Not one solitary 
cent of the guarantee money would 
be paid until the members came back 
and the members- were entitled to 
have that understood. '

Premier Rutherford: “That will be 
understood. Not one cent will be 
paid out.”

Charles Stewart, Sedgewick; said 
that the question that most affected 
his district was that of the route. He 
would like to know one ' thing, and 
that was that a very careful scrutiny 
would be made of the route, for many 
thought that as it was now contem
plated it would not give relief to 
many residents.

The Closest Scrutiny.
The premier replied that there would 

be the closest scrutiny of the route.
J^R. Boyle : “And not one mile more 

than absolutely necessary should be 
proceeded with.”

Premier Rutherford : I have already 
stated that.”

W. H. Cushing said that the House 
was adjourning only a few weeks and 
before it met again the company 
couldn’t do much work. Would it 
not be advisable for the premier to 
give a statement that the company

He will also inform the
K,„w _____ House as to whether the government i validate certain by-laws of the

.. nn<i held no brief for the gov-! will consent to stopping of work on town oI Taber,
ernm^ft, but was willing that the | the railway till after the finding ol Yesterday Afternoon,
whole matter should rest with the,the commission. A surprise was furnished by the
. Yijg | No Saturday Session.
3 E H Riley said that if the House R. B. Bennett raised a protest
had been given to understand that the against the session pn Saturday, of

premier in the House’ yesterday after- : not pay a cent of th 
immediately after the opening. ' The Swing at

would not be allowed to operate 
commence over an area of 40 or 50 
miles from Edmonton?

Premier Rutherford : “I had that in 
my mind—about to Battenburg.”

“That would be about 25 miles,” 
said Mr. Boyle.

“Give the Company a Chance.”
Hon. Mr." Marshall said that (he 

route to Battenburg was perfectly 
satisfactory and F. A. Walker. Fort 
Saskatchewan, said that the distance 
would not be enough.

“Give the company a little chance 
to make some progress, as their sur
veyors are now in the field,” he 
urged.

W. H. Cushing was satisfied that 
in the country through which the 
road was passing that little could be 
done before May, when the House re
met.

Malcolm McKenzie, speaking as a 
lawyer, thought there was no method 
of preventing the company spending 
all their own mOney, but the govern
ment should sit tight on the lid and 

the $7,400,000.

eary to secure the control of the 
minerals and fisheries in the pro
vince. The motion was seconded by 
J. K. Cornwall, Peace River, but de
clared out of order by the Speaker.

Large Salaries of Officials.
George P. Smith spoke on his resolu

tion for a railway board, and in view 
oi the announcement of adjournment 
it was then withdrawn. Mr. Smith 
in speaking, said every precaution 
should be taken by the government to 
keep down the cost of the railway, for 
it might have to be expropriated later 
on a valuation fixed on the cost. He 
was informed on the best authority 
that the chief engineer, Dr. Waddell, 
was paid $25,000 a year, and that the 
president got $60,000 a year. These 
were immense figures when it was 
considered that the G.T.P. chief en
gineer only got $6,000 and later $10,- 
000. He was informed also that tran
sit men and engineers were paid far 
more than on the G.T.P. The figures 
in the estimates as furnished by Dr 
W’addell were out of all reason as com
pared with the G.T.P. He would like 
to have tlie most careful scrutiny of 
all the bills.

The Premier’s Assurance
Premier Rutherford : “You can rest 

assured that .everything will be most 
closely scrutinized.”

Mr. Cushing—"'Ha® the premier any 
knowledge of the expenses now going 
on?”

Premier—“No knowledge that is 
authentic.”

C. M. O’Brien wished to know 
the member for Oamrose had investi 
gated what wages the employees were 
being paid on tlie A. & G. W. railway. 
Mr. Smith replied that with his (Mr. 
O’Brien’s) knowledge of labor condi
tions he might rest assured that the 
workmen were not paid commensurate 
with the other salaries.

eGo. Hoadley—“I would like to 
ask the premier if he pow depends 
on Jones, tlie government engineer, 
to do the checking?”

Premier—“His duty is to check till 
an independent board is appointed.” 

Mr. Cushing—“Is there any definite
system as to how it is done ?

He sees all the accounts,Premier- 
bills, etc.”

Mr. Boyle Again Speaks.
J. R. Boyle speaking on Mr. Smith's 

resolution said he simply wanted a 
definite understanding for the strict
est scrutiny and that steps be taken 
to prevent the present unreasonable 
expenditures. He regretted to inform 
the House that the government under 
the act had the power to do as r. 
Smith wished. The company were at 
liberty to draw $20.000 a mile lor 
every ten miles if the rdâd only cost 
$1,500 a mile. The tal kof holding the 
money in the bank was most foolish. 
The company had a vested interest 
in the money in tne banks. They had 
already bortowed $50,000 on it and 
could borrow more. The only check 
the government had was by refusal to 
confirm the route beypnd Battenburg. 
The sooner the royal commission got

would be intered the political lives of 
some of the members.

Mr. Roberts is Satisfied.
L. M. Roberts, High River, said the 

House had the assurance of the prime 
minister that no money would be paid 
out and no plans approved beyond 
Battenburg. He thought the mem
bers could then go heme satisfied. The 
House should proceed to business and 
get the necessary matetrs clear.d UP 
as soon as possible. After further 
discussion the resolution of Mr. Smith 
was withdrawn and the House took up 
routine business, which was. consid
ered' till adjournment.

The Evening Session.
At the evening session the estimates 

for the firs-t five months of the year 
up to May 31st, were presented. They 
amounted to $1,686,539.25.

After a number of bills had been 
hurried through in the evening ses
sion by suspension oi the standing 
rules, J. R. Boyle raised a protest.

“I think the rules have been, sus
pended enough,” he said. "1 don't 
see -any reason for passing the esti
mates before Monday. According to 
the rules of the House the estimates 
could not be taken1 tip till Monday.■> 

The premier said these were not 
regular estimates. They might"appear 
large at first but they included the 
statutory grants which swelled the’ 
total. The regular budget speech 
would not be made till May 26th. 
when the House reassembled.

Mr. Boyle Urges Consideration.
Mr. Boyle said the members in rail

roading the legislation through were 
not doing their duty to the country. 
He expected to stay long enough to 
properly discuss the business and m 
order. None of the members were in 
such a hurry that they could not wait 
until legislation was properly put 
through.

The premier agreed that no legisla
tion should be railroaded through tlhe 
House. The bills put through were 
largely municipal and much of them 
had been cut out to expedite -tie 

, business. He wished1 to reach an ad- 
jurnment on (Saturday so the .mem bers 
could get home for Sunday. Person
ally lie would just as soon stay alt 
next week.

Estimates Reasonable.
Geo. P. Smith and L. M. Roberts 

said the estimates were very satis
factory to them. They had checked 
them over ar.d they : appeared per
fectly reasonable. They would like 
to see the honorable gentleman from 
Sturgeon grant his (indulgence and 
waive the standing orders so. the 
Houée could adjourn Saturday if he 
saw his way clear to do so.

Mr. Boyle replied that he didn't 
wish to delay the House. His time 
was probably as valuable as any other 
member, for it usually cost, money to 
retain it. He was bound to say it 
d.dn’t look well to see such a rush. 
He urged the members to be a little 
careful.

On the suggestion of E. Mitchener, 
it was agreed that the House should 
meet Sa turday at 10 o’clock and it was 
hoped- that the member for Sturgeon 
would waive his objection so the 
members could get home op Saturday.
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