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amenting

Quartette

On Penitent

Foster, Fowler, Bennett and L

Land Deal did Stunts in the Federal House

efurgey of the Notorious Western
in a Effort to

Defect Criticism From Themselves---The Minister of the
Iaterior Presehts a Comprohensive Refutation to'the
Charge Against the Department Made By Mr.
Herron, of Alberta.

Ottava, Feb. 2ZI—The Foster, Fowler,
Beanett, Lefurgey Quartette were on the
penitent bench yesterday, though like
many a band of truant youngsters their
lamentations were less because they had

simned than because they had been pun- |

ished.
Bourassa Did It.

Henri Bourassa, it was who bI‘OUSkt
them to this repentamt framie of mind.
Mr
his absence

but he understood that in

* the dignity of the House had been low-
ered and he wanted it forthwith restored |

and said so.
This paved the
charges backinz up

\m;r for either direct

the

of the language
to embody such

Jvhich
a®cgations.

by the Oppcsition gentlemen cited for
our aftermdon of pathetic pleading that
the venomous Crit had been  ¥al-
ludin’ >’ to their private affairs during
the coursz of the sion, and that the
remarks of Mr.
the outcome of such allusions.
Beninett Starts Apologies.

Mr. Bennett of East Si imece began tn(
apologies. He gave a s hat inexpli-
cit version of the celebrated Oppesition
pilgrimage through the West in 1602
when in company with the other gentle-
men already I,uHA ly
been assoc jated with him he became in-

rge amount of Western

lands. is, hf,- considered by no means
an unj thing ang tersely ex-
press sed his s by saying, “I think I

a per m(t n;zp* to buy a uolhn'~
Lven "1 “" apc
nett could not

4

*_'. ‘rm(\m Mr.
ile bounds of
ity and h: h was punctuated
corrections from the chair. The
civilised debate fit

with
conventionalities of
badly
ber from East Simcoe.
Foster Disturked. 3

I . Geo. E. North Toron-
to, in contrib
eral ion

Foster, of

conf appeared to be very

much exercised because the public had |,

drawn from the evidence produced at
the Insurance Commission the opinion
that Mr. Foster’s eours:

» his gualificaticns as a mem-

he House. The press

been guilty of suggesting that
taings were cleared up by
of explanation. He expressed the hope,
that the members would dis-

arly between what was the

isiness of o member and
interfered, or might i

» his representative ca i
: his by saying that i
and gave his
t, that that was a matter
customer f. 8‘1(1 the

some

betwe
laws
i ntx(.lln hmntn

t to deal,—presumably, regardless of
the circumstance that the grocer was a
member of Parliament.

Only Half Sorry.

adopted somewhat differ-
ent tactics than his friends and though
he informed ti that the languaze
he had used om Tuesday was the Jlan-
guage of an ill made it guite ap-

Mr. Fowler

sady to make such |

= and character
ssion, and, that
power to do so,
purgose,
g his v dx' ngs were
l in . His confeéssion
isted of t:(' SOTIOW ]
n 1)1’1\11;\ 1732
3 Mr. Speaker; do
and the people
I that 1

ouse

dis-

Lon-

s’ against - whom

’ b 2 ie1, |
be said in cornnection with

I husiness:
Caucht in Their Own Trap.
The ccntontions of honourable
their
disc

men:-
bers that
matters of sion in the House
weculd be cuite in order in ordmary cir-
i ; and would have been at once

wout

ity ® cof.

now claim

Bat the
that their

geantlemer
private af-

. fairs_are xpi the business of the puhh\

ara ‘the same gentlemen and pelitical as-
seciates of the same gentlemen who have
for the'two seskions ff al'rliamert, ander
the pretext of discussing the ‘administra-
tiom of ‘ern lands, pursued the_: _pol-
idy of mchtoJ persishent o malicious
cuslangirts en the condget 6f members of
}’nvlmmf exercising their - private
vights as eitizens of the country to do
business ‘i the oguntry sud  with ‘the
(‘oveﬂmmvdt' of the country.  Asnd have
likowise held up to ridicule ahd secorn
private citizens of this codntry who owe
to the country no responsibility in a
rapresantative capacity.

During these two sessions of Parlia-
ment time #ffer time a céterie of Op-/
pﬁrugon membors hepded by Mr. Ames,
of ontreai, have under a pretext of
condemning and cehsuring the Govern-
rent, devoted themselves for days.at a
tise® to  attempts to give public cur-
reney to the notien that the .yrivate
transastions of certadn of their fellow
members were sach as to detract from
tusir stending os public men, and have
devdted themselves equally energetically
to an sitempt to mmake pelitical capital
at ‘thé expense of berating and belittle-
ing the charactérs of priyabte citizens.

lanormg the lssue.

A fortaiglit ago these, 'thie Gppm’itixm.
distinguished tbe'nr,alvog attack
ostendibly on the (‘ovefnment for  the
Robbins’ irrigation confract—but rea'lv
upon the individuals who had beconte in-
terested. in that project. The House was
invited on that oecasibn to leok with fid-
cule upsn ons mMember of the company
beéause ke had of one ine kept a livéry.
staBle. They were. invited to Temariber,
oe though it had relévancy to the case,
that aacther rentlemén had besns .a

clerk in a’ buicher shdp. that sfother
was « private banker, and that another
was an English gentleman. Wh.t earth-
lv conmnection the previous occupations of
these gentlemon had of eduld have had
with the merils oo damarits of the grant-

. !
. Bourassa liad had the privilege of {:
not being present on Tuesday afternoon, | ™

allegdtions |
which had been made or for retraction |
was considered |
Instead of |
this, however, the opvortunity was taken |

Fowler-on Tuesday were |

reported to have |

Ben- |

with the disposition of the mem-3

17 his share of the genm- |

had even i

a word or so |
that |

he kept a |
customers |

am the |
ameng |

private affairs were not |

argument or the me- |

ing of the eontract was net disclosed and
the orly possible a==u1rptxon 18 that their
assailants hoped to make political capit-
al for themsclves at the expense of the
reputation of their victims.

The whole tenor and substance of these
repeated attacks has been to make the
i people of Canada believe that a member
ref Parliaoment is and cught te be derived
{ ef; the ordinary epportumities and liber-
ties, of cifizenship; that the member.
*ho does not regard himself as ostra-
jcized in this manner is recreant to his
i.public duty; and further that the citi-
zen who dares do business with the Gov-
Im’nment is of necessity a culprit and
worthy of all condemnation.

Now - the honourable gentlemen * are
fegrful lest the public should draw from
their own private trahsactions the con-
vietion' that thev have in some degree
lost their respresentative usefulnéss -or
their public reliability and when the
danger beeame apparent we find the
hpacurable gpnﬂmnen opposite . raising
their voices in solemn protest that the

rivate transactions of a member have
vothmg to' do with his- representative
capacity.

Judged by Their Own Standard.

The trouble of the gentlemen appears
to be that in the langnage of the Serip-
ture, “The Fowler has fallen into his
iown snare.” If the people of Canada
are taking an interest in the private af-
fairs of the honourable gentlemen whose
| doings were Lu*\txgated by the Instur-
ance Commission, it is because those
gentlemen and their associates have
taught the people of Canada that mem-
"l)\u of Parliament can have no business
which is not public business. And when
it]_\.c‘\- occupy the time of Parliament re-
gistering their protests against theéir pri-
j\ ate affairs being made the subject of
| Parliamentary allusion or of public dis-
cussion they are mersly protesting that
'tbe» do not want to be tried by the
standard which they themselves have set
up for others.
| As if to emphasise the difference be-
| tween the standard which the gentlemen
cppcesita i ap wwlied to themselves,
and that w they wish to apply t«
tothers, their wails for mercy
ased enly in time

to allow Mr. John
i Herron of Alberta

to elevate the usual

caaracters of their

While Mr. Herron occ
able pesition of flag carrier
tion of leading the
| usual to Mr. Ames,
Antoine di ion, Montreal. How
”'\Lnted residence in the metropolis of
Tlestorn Canada could be supxmsed to
Hn;,r") der special ’{lllhh(dt.(‘r‘\ for shap-
| ing the [)(,‘w\ of a pelitical party cn the
| ques \\n-1( n deyelopment re-
yet a anystery.:; But however
l)0 the fact remains that Mr.
Ames ] as heen selected as the acknowl-

political opponents.

the distine-
assault belonged as
the member for St.

vesterday ! i >
| which repealed the previous clause pro-

pro- |

| 1889.

lands, but dealt with them by order in
couneil. And one part of this order in
council provides for the granting of
closed lea ases for terms of twenty-one
years, at b rental of ome cent per
acre peér year, and, of course, with the
privilege of purchasing any land within
the lease at the going price of land,
which is defined in the regulations as
from $2 to $2.50 an aere. Now, I ask
hon. members to take the trouble to fol-
low the somewhat devious course of these
resolntions regarding grazing leases in
fie Northwest for the purpose of seeing
the difficulties of dealing with the prin-
cipal features of the land business of this
country and of nofing that the late gov-
ornment had the same difficulty in ar-
riving at a definite and fixed conclusion
ae {he present government has, or as any
futurs government must have so long as
grating lands ere open as théy are. Thede
reguletions of December 23, 1881, were
so popular and. so generally - approved
that we find by order in council ' /df;
April 11, 1882, that some two and a half
million acros had boen applisd fof ~as"
grazing lands up to that time: The guin-
tity of land that was going do be alien-
ated for twenty-one years un@er ¢his o1=
der in ecounet of 1831, I prestime, yather
staggered the government of the day, for
they decided, that it was not adubablc
to continue that policy. They framed
regulations dated April 11, 1882, which
provided that lcases could he eancelled
on two years’ neotice. In March, 1886,
another change was made, and the rent
was increased to two cents an acre. In
April, 1887, it was decided to invite pub-
lic competition in the issue of leases,
with the exception of eight cases which
are mentionod. I merely draw attention
to the fact that there are exceptional
consideration in those da¥s, as there has
been in these—I only hope ‘that the reasons
were as good in those days as they have
been in these. In Saptember, 1889, other
regulations were issued providing = that
leases should be opened to homeateadmg
or purchase unless otherwise provided in
the lease. That is to say that the gov-
ernment proyided that : the question
should be openad, and the government
had the authority under these regula-
tions to grant a closed lease or an open
lease, as they might see fit.

Mr. A. C. MACDONELL. Would the
hon. minister pleasc mention the year?

Mr. OLIVER. This was in September,
I can let the hon. member have
the order in council if he would like to
have it. Now, the ranching business had
run on in a way that as my hon. friend
from Alberta (Mr. Herron) mentioned to-
day, not altogether satisfactory. In
October, 1892, notice was issued to all

{ leases

| mitted to purchase ten per
|lease holds, at $2

| taken for

Hlo
{ railways upder railway land grants. In

{ ~1"n 1l for the le prive |
Sii thee Whstern | or the omslaught on the private

{ that there ‘was no competition and the
transaction had nct been such as |
}

*upied’ the honsour- |?
the cxpense of
| 1003

lat whieh

1 edged ‘chief of that band of political In- |

| dians who “trust o

ines of their party
'sonal charact-
'(nnrf view
ment.
tosk need
under the

redeem the

by onslaughts 1

- of gentlemen of

; Lot.n in and out of Parlia-

be_ called in
mamners of a

not question,—
| gentleman he
l cariies the methods peculiarly adaptibie
l’ o this savage species of hostilities.
[ The reselution introduced by Mr. Her-
| ror a lease granted to ‘he
e and Cattle company
asked the
1]»(\ (.-
lexsa to the
company but
s '1‘ i('

House not

the
Cattle

given Galway

also to

2 -
rat suggestive and |

v‘irm resoly Ml 11\0.T into
sections; the one being made on the
GovePament for the granting '.\f
lease, the other on the member for Hum-
getting the Ilcase
had seen. fit to sell it.
s ofs2 was neoeded to demon-
the inconsistency of the. Oppesi-
on was furnished by t
» aiternocn was occupied in pleading
[ private affairs of
should not Le made the
whicl, their pmblic
rideed, tne
day v s
besmir Fiig 10~
| of thoir
| coneeiv

en
1

sheuld b
£ame
| rvate character of tws
political opponents, the only
able purpose of which was to de-
fract fromi Gaeir ‘stiniding Bs publis men.
THE MINISTER IOF THE INTERIOR.

Buring the debate Hon. Praak Oftiver,
the Minister of the lnterier, spoke as
follows:

$divided ifito §wo pmrts,
it correctly, khe fmt wn the ac-
tion of the. ﬁena i 1 %
in h;hp granting. of lease; A
othey condenining, 1 presu A ng_w
tee for having dlw of fﬁ
ane is an. attack vpen the dapartx'hent
and the othér.an attack upon a mem-
Ber of this House. Tt is ‘my concern, 8t
tlie moment, to dem! with the guestion
8s_it relates to the department. 1 was
Very much nterested ih “tie presesnta-
tion of the easc made By the hon. mem-
her for Albefta (¥Mr. Herron) in wluch
ke (}epxetod to the House the happy coa
ditions in conpection with. the much‘m(
busiasks generally which prevailed in A
Notrthwest wnder the administration of
the late governmedt. Onb would sdp- |
pese, from his telling of the story, that
dll ‘the trouble hégan with the acebssion
to power of a Grit gevernment and that
up to that time fhore had bobn a wéll-
defined, céntinuoms and suecessful -
icy, and that that velicy had Ag ea-
tipn whateyer to closed desses. Now, in-
veetigntion of the miattér in the 'Dépnrt-
ent as well as my ‘mowledge of thn
cts from, residente in the country 1ns
something like this: The first regala-
tions in regard to grazing leasts were
passed on Deceinben 23, 1881. And. in
this' cennection ‘16f me just eay ¢hat
when hon. mémbers on e othar side
eomplain, as they have fregneasly com-
plained, of the téndedcy of this govern-

ki I) remem be1

jor, the fact should net be overlooked !
that this order
which 1 have referred constitutes the
Pominion lands law. In those happy
Il dass they did net depend upén the man-

date of Parliament fer control of the found the conditioné exactly the same in

And .Jn:ﬁs of the leadep for the |
: wiZaase b e { without 'that
11

angd '

vernment for |

what the | ™

the |

he fact that while ’
Oppesition |
servicos |

evening of he |
« upicd ir belittling and |

“The reschyfion befom the. Hemse is | ¢

ment ‘to concéntrite arbitrary péwer in | tlément. and that in such case the léases
the hands of thé Minister of the Tnter- ! i should bo closed Teases and shoild bé for

in ecouncil of 18381 to | say, no faitlt.can be found. When 'these

i
|
|
I Now,

mtuo reasons fer

and sundry the lease holders in the coun-
try that on Decomber 31, 1896, their
would bo finally cancelled, but
preliminary to that they would be per-
cent. of their
an acre. Incidently
m(»nii‘med that this course was

* the reason, among others, that
the land that had already been given to
leaseholders was now required for

it was

February, 1893, an order was passed

viding for

competition in
leases, and

the

regard to
reason given for it, is

advantage gained did not compensate for
advertising. In April,
, it was decided to reduce the .price
ten per cemnt. of the lease-
might be purchased to $1.25 an
In September, 1903, by the present
rrovernment, all regulations in regard to
the granting of leases were suspended. !
in order that we mav understand !
the order in council of
{ 15th February, 1905, I may explain that
i up to this point that T have mentioned,
| the grazing ‘leascs were granted withoiit
regard to the quality of the eountry
{ which theéy covered. 'That is to say, they
weore granted -"l‘E spective of whether the
| land was suitable for gr: rzing or
| whether it was suitable for farming,.and
it was because leases had been granted
discrimination that they
had given rise to so much aissatisfaction,
{and it was consequently “ided in
to ceas leases at all. By
time hing industry had grown

helds
acre.

nu

105 as they were under the former gov-
ernment 111 1882, ‘They  hadl'' provided
for cl ‘ leases for 21 years, and they
were flooded with applications for two
and a hplf million aorés of land. As
sobn as the provx s for ‘clesed leases
were passed in I’e'Braérv 1965, at once
the department was again flooded with
applications .for suéh closed leases, and
I found it absolutely impossible to ad-
minister that regulation according to its
intent; that is to say, we had so ‘many
applications and they covered 5o much
of the country that we had no means
of making proper . discrimination be-
tween the agricultural land and the land
that wds purely grazing.
we oould not make that distinction, we
~ould not be satisfied that the applica-
tion which was made for a closed graz-
ing leasé was for land that was not fit
for agricultural settlement. It seeined
to' me coming que to face with the ques-
tion_ as I did, that the only thing to de |
was to stop thgsregulations there and
then, whith T did, ahd to substitute rez-
Mhtmns which would nge a breathing |
space, as it were, would give time for the
department to find out what part of the
‘country was absolutely unfit for agricul-
tural and what part of it"was fit. There-
fore I brought in the rogulations pro-
viding for the cancellation of these
leases on two years’ mnotice. It was not
Dbécausa T'objected to the principle of the
closed leasa provided that the fact was
established that the land was unfit for
agricultural settlement, but it was be-
cause I found that it was impossible to
carry out that principle with satisfac-
tion to the people who were clamouring
for the leasés and with justice to the
country which was entitled to the best
results from' the land. I found certain
applications for these closed leases in
the department. Some of them had been
clcsed up and some had not. If it was
demcnstrated as satisfactorily as the 8e-
partment could expect that the land ap-
plied for was not fit for agricultural pur-
peses, and if the government had become
committed to granting the leases, it was
granted: even althpugh it was at a date
subseguent to the suspension of.the reg-
ulations. This Brown lease was in that
position. I found the dease there, it had
been: granted under a special order in
couneil, and I had no authority to Te-
voke the right that these fentlemen held.
They had been granted that right by the
authority of the government at large, by
the authority of the Privy Ceuncil, and
that right could only be revoked by the
same authcrity, My suspension of the
regulation, my suspension of action un-
der the regulation, did not revoke the
right that these gentlemen held. When
the rent was paid in and the question
was raised as to how the lease should be

member from Montreal, St.
read it to the House. It seemed to me
that it was a fair proposition looked at
from the administrative point of view.
Agtion was taken accordingly,

Antoine, has

these people had rights that were
subject to my
was pointed out to me that the rights
originally granted had passed into the
hands of second parties, when it was
plainly evident that the intention of the
government was "thgt this lease should
be granted, when it was demonstrated

i that it was proper it should be granted |

because of its character, and when it was
evident that it was being granted to peo-
ple of standing, charactes and ability to
use it, it seemed to' me, that, although I
might have appealed to council and ask-
ed for a revocation of, the lease, I would
have- becn going somewhat out of the
ordinary line of my duty if I had done
so. It would only bhe acting according
to the ordimary prinBiples upon which
the department of the interior, or I

administered, te give the individual who
is dealing with the government every
consideration with respect to rights that
he has acquired,

In rpgard to the payment of the back
rent, all I can say.is that these gentle-
men had the right under, the order in
couneil, but they did :net hold, nor were
they under the terms of any lease. They
were not.in the position that we could
compel them to pay us that back rent,

to be v portant, and while the

abolition' cf the right to grant lease-

s gave satisfaetion to 2 certain part

vy Tt a great deal

1~tion f) men who were largo- ;

d g -attle and who

(wa“' by de e opportunity

"-f pm(orf'n" themselves in carrying on
that industiy

Shcrtly e

gave

101'0 the grazinz regulations |
i were suspended in 1803, these regulations
; which did n nt discriminate bnt\\een good
land and bad, the Brown application was
wade, and t:zo McGregor und Hitcheock
i applicaticns were made. These appli-
cztions were based on the -allegation
lhat as the land dpplmd for was- un-
{fit fer agricuitural purpeses, it -was
right and proper that they should be
;(-!twcd that homesteading shculd
not be ed upon them. The gov-

nized the propriety of
granting. clcsed leases sunder such cir-
cumstances provided the c-ilcumstunr‘es
were theroughly established. Soveral
| members who are familiar ‘with the con-
ditions in the West have spoken to-night,
and I thigk I can incilude the hon. mem-
!'K‘r fer Alberta (Mr. Herron) in that
i number, who agree fthat wherever the
| conditions were such that the land was
| not suitable for agricultural parpodes
<l!zen it ‘was right and pioper that it
| should be granted mnder closed. lease
regulations for the grazing of cattle.
It wag ou’that prindiple and 4n that be-
lief, 2nd under. those circumstances that |
an mt!w ‘in oorineil wa§ passed granting
aclosed Imash to H. P, Brows, d. M, Me-
Gregor aznd Arthiur H!tchcoe]_ But there
had to be a _good many. . preliminaries
gone through Dbefpre  the department
could be satisfied that there were mot
cther claims for the land, and that $ho
land was of the class mentioned, and be-
fore these preliminaries had been gone
through the grazing . regulations v"ege
suspended, There was then no auth
ity 1o grant leases to these gentlenien, al-
though fhe governuient had decided to
grant them leases.  Thovefore i¥ Bécas.
ber, 1503, a special order in couneil* wad
passed providing for the granting of
clesed legses to these gentlginen :of Tthes
Areas in ‘aubstion, on the gr‘i’uml that it
was sound publie pelicy to gront a cloked
le@ige for 21 years to men engqed».;ﬂythe
cattle industry, providing it whsiestab-
lished that the land was not suitable for
sgricultural purpeses. “hat is a pro-
pedition that no man in this House or
out of it will dissent from if he wmnder-
stands the stubject of cares to understand
it.

On February 15, 183, regulations were
made whinh mlu;ﬂed the principle of
thess speeinl orders i council in favour
of MoGregoi, Hifcheock and-Brown. For
tha first time' the }mnu;ie wag estab:
lishéd that loass chould only o grant.
| ed, wpon land unfit for agricultural set-

|
|
|
i

l¢ o
icases,

21 years. With that principle. agdin .1

regulations were pas‘wd at;once. applica-
!hnne began to pour in for closed leascs/

jcrder in
i these

| deprived of the right

except by the ecancellation of the right
which they held, by revocation of the
council. At the same time,
people had, in their own persons,
never received any use of the land. They
had derived no advantage from it. In
so far-as 1 ain aware, there was no other
cournter ‘applicant who might have been
to the land; and
if seemed to mie ‘that under all the cir-
cumstances it was not unfair to give
them the consideraation that-was given.
Now, it may
mittad. "1 canmot answer for every act
of the department in all parts of its
administration, but I do say that it is
betber in administering a public depart-
mesn t9 err on the gide of fair consid-
ceration to individyals than it is to err
on -the side of exercising the dominant
authority. of the government to deprive

m(hudm.l citizen ¢f an eguitable
E That 'is & principle which is ac4
(um\d fairly in the department -of the
interior,.afd is acted upon every day in
regard to hemestead rights and in re-
gard to every other right. T would sug-
gest te my hon. friends, who have heen
su very careful about the interest of the
government in this particular case, in-
volving\g matter,thev say, of some $1,200
or $2,0&, that the -line of policy which
they
stand ‘to-emact the last cent from the
man who happens to be dealipg with the
government, was the line .of policy cir-
tied en. by their friends when they were

country-ead stagusted this Dominion of
Canada for 8o '‘Many years. It was be-
cause of -that idea that hon. gemtlemen
edvocated - here ‘last session, that there
shoild be an aiitomatic cancellation of
homesteads, and that every man should
be compeled to live up ‘to the letter of |
the law. !

¥ » b *

ta  vonmder any of the cireumstances
‘surrounding any case that comes” héfore
ﬂgm fhey take a position which vend-
Lot o satisfactery or successtul adminis-

T A tely ®ud utterly unposmble,und
e proof:of that is ‘that in the years
when thgt systemn was in vogpe in -the
depastinent of the interior its adminis-
tration.was a total failure, and' that in-
stazd of '¢he esuntry having lost a mat-
ter of ‘81,260 or $2:000 'if you like, be-
cause -of leniency in carrying on the busi-
negs with the public, this counfry lost
hundreds of thousands of people and mil-
liotis and withlions of money ‘because of
that pohr‘\
dvdto the serond part.of tha
Y&bqlli o8, g0 mot kimow thHat if .is
uny. pAft 6f My business parfioularly
to dmcnss it, and may I suggest to the
House that T do mot think it is any part
of the business of this Housa to
cuss-sich o motion. 1 think the hon.
,gentleman who_proposed that resolution,
wio Sugkested that it was a paﬂ. of the

When I cawie into the. department 1

duty of this Hotise to 'revisw ‘he priva‘e
businéss of private individuals, or even

I found that |

issued I gave the decision as the hon. |

but when |
later. on it was represented to me that |
not |
individual order, when it !

fancy any other ‘publi¢ department was |

be that an ervor was com- |

advozate here today, whereby they |

in office tHat stagnated that Narthwest |

T ‘say that wlhen ‘these hon. gentldmen '
ingist wpon the letter of the 'law and’ |
4 upbn ‘the last cent, wheén they decline

tration of ‘the department ‘of the inter- |’

dis- 1

of pubuc men, has plazvt a very: serions
responsibility upon the Heuse, a respon-
s;brlit’y which mnobody repﬁldxaﬁhdp 8o
strongly six or seven lLours ago: as three
ot 1o p?ominent members of the op-
position. - I it is b p oper atter sfor
aiscussion in this House what disposi-
lmn Mr. Adamson made of certain prop-
e’ - of which he was placed in po-:session
hy the degartmenf of the interior, thuu
|I say it is part of the business of this
’House to follow the ‘private business of
‘ever_\, member of it as far as they like
| to follow it. I do not believe in that kind
of politics; I do not believe in that kind
| of parliamentary discussion. Whatever
in this case appertains to the action of
| the Department of the Intetior is a-legi-
| timate, and more than a legitimate, sub-
ject for discussion, and if the department
of the interion cannot stand criticism on
4 tllqtg pomt, then certainly it should not
{ ba it “its present hands. When the duty
of parliament hes been discharged by
d{scucsmg the administration of a-public
;angmvtmeut if. we go further and discuss
| how this'or that or the other man has
disposed of. that which it was his right
to dispose:of, we are treading on very
| ¥y idangerous ground. All we ask is
| fair play 4in, this matter, and today our
fritends on the other side were crying for
| fair play. During this session and for
j the greater part of last session, the al-
{leged scandals charged against the in-
| terior department have not been against
| the department but against private in-
dividuals in their
against public men in their private ca-
pacity, to a very large extent. " The
country has become used to that style
of argument; the country has come to
believe that such is proper parliament-
ary discussion, and hon. gentlemen op-

standards to which they say public men
should conform. They have ‘endeavored
to create in the public mind the idea,
that if there has been a tramsaction of
| any kind in any part of the résources cf
this country, which has resulted in prefit
to any persgn, that is graft, that is cor-

Thes2 gentlemen opposite have created
that idea id the public mind. It is a
false idea, it.is an improper idea, and
if they are judged by that idea which
they themsélves have created, that is
their fault and not ours.

Police Investigated

| Found No Complaints Along the Atha-
basca of Posioned Bait or Loss of
Dogs From Such Cause.

ports were published at Edmonion that
poison had been put -out by trappers
along the Athabasca river and that a
tribe of Indians had besn reducei prac-
tically to starvation becauze of their
dogs having eaten the poison and died.
The Mounted Police investigated the re-
ports and the result of their investiga-
| tion is practically that.no signs can be
| found of any poison having besn laid
out nor any complaint made by “the
| Indians or half-breeds in the district

| mentioned on the subject.

Constable Rockwell was Bant on pa- | |

trol along the Athabasca down to> Fel-
ican Portage, a distance of 225 miles
down the Athabasca from the Land-
ing. He visited all th® trappers along

trail ,100 miles below the Landing and
went across to Portage Lake 4 miles
from the river to visit an Indian en-
{ campment there. Owing to inability to
pecure fcod hz waz unable to proceed
to Pelican Portager In consaquence hLe
returned to the Landing troin Fortage
Lake. He made enqui-ixz enroute from
|-all the trappera atong th> Athabaszca
| and they all informed him that they
| had mever heard’of any poisoned baits
| and that they never had any dogs peis-
| oned.  He examined the fur in their

possession and in every case found the |

1 marks of the {rap on the front lcgs
| of the pelts. During ths trip he made
several ' trips inland Bt could noi
g€ any sign. of poison and found
absolutely no such comp'zints as had
en rcported current. Constable Phil-
lips who in company with Constable
Aitkin patrolled from Fort Saskatche-
wan to Fort McMurray on Athabasca
River reported similar results. He 12ft
Fort Sagkatchewan on Decomber 39
and travelled by way of Lac La Biche,
Sadd’e Lake, Heart Lake, Whitewocd
Laks, Jack Fish Lake, Littl> Jack Figh
Lale and Willow Lakﬂ H2 return-
{ed by way of Lac La Biche,
| Lakeé and Andrew, whil> fn Fort Me-
Murray and during the rip both ways
enquiries were made wherever trappers
jor ‘tratere werz found but no cingla
complaint was made of dogs having
been lost nor any singls instance re-
ported of pols‘ned bait having bsean
| B8tn.

While at Fort McMurray, Cclm Fra-
ser, the well known ‘trader of For:
Chipewyan sarrived znroute to Fdmon-
{ton. Mr. Fraser had not heéard of any
:oomputmts from the Indlans of any
| poison havirig besn found or of any
| dogs having been poisoned: From in

formation peceived at “Fort McMurray |

rit- appeared that Mr. Von Hammeérstein
who had reported. the alleged poigon-
ing, and the supposed straits 6f ths In-
dians in- conseguencs, was met by Mr.
ofn ‘MeDonald, chiet guide on  the
Athhba&a “River. = “Mr.

the ‘report ‘'sdys, “had to supply Count
| an. Hammerstein and party wiih pro-
'vistong to take him to the Pslican Ra-
pids. "Mr. MeDbnald also sent his son

thé Mountain Haptds fres of chm-ge o

T

WILL Z8LL NO MORE COAL
Special to the Bulletin.

Lethbridze, Mar. 7——J.. W. Stafford, Do- |
minion lands agent for the Lethbridge
distriot, has received instructions from
the department of the interior to receive |
no more applications for coal lands. Fil
ings for ccal lands hove been & daily
matter at Lethbridgs for a low: timo
Past, thé to#ritory émbraced in Uus dis:
trict being the whole ‘southern part of |
{the provined dnd it is said that probably
| hundreds of seetions are covered by ap-
plications “at’ ‘present. Tt is presumedt
{ that new regulatiens are being drafted
to govern the coal lands, or®*something of
great import; miay B “Wetiined “tho “move.
Several unsuceéseful applications have
been Made in the last day or two.

private business, or, |

posite have seen fit to set up certain |

ruption, thét is improper administration. |

Alleged Poisioning

Ottawa, Mar. 1—Some time. since re- ‘

| the river as far as the Portage Lake |

Saddls {

M¢Donald"” |

with thé'ediint to guide him through |

( “f Enemy’s
Cotntry
C.’N'.-R IS AFTER
ONT. CHARTER

in Their Dens---Connee Desives -all
Railway Routes Fenced---Merits
of Ross Rifie and LeeEnfield.

Oitawa, Feb. %6.—The Canadian Nor-
{ thern Railway passimg here under tke
name of the Canadian Northern Ontario
Railway Company,.is ge.tirg busy 'in

this morning to consiruct the follow-
ing 1'nes throvgh Ontario. The scense
of the opsrations is not the wild and

| eithzr, but
| of C¢nral
have been
grouni of

the thickly-seitlei countries
ani
the ingie t'cnid siam»ng
the Can-..ixn Faciflc and
| the Grani Trunk for decades. Unlike
| the course of empire and ejardless of
the tracitions of Canadian railways the
present progress of McKenzie & Mann
is to be from the prairies toward the
sunrise. Thez Cnar.o branches, includ-

ed in this program, are doubtless de- |

signel as links in an eastern sytem de-
cignel both to afford ample eastern
ceance ions for their wesiern lir‘es and
ail. -the same time to provid2 food for
reflection to their two grea: comreli-
tors, who se:ur2 i1 the 2asie-n field,
have been doubling énerges to invade
the western territory, wnich the Cana-
dian Northern had marked for its
own.

2.. The Canadian Neorthern Ontario
Railway Company, hercinafter callei
“the Comrcany,” may construct the fol-
lowing lines of railway:—

(a) from a point on its authorized line
ncar Washago to a po:nt on Lake Hu-
ron at or near Kincardine;

(b) from a poini cn its authorized
line at or near Arnpricr, soufherly to
a point at or mear Gananogue.

(c) from & point on its authorizel
! line at or ncar rcembrok2, soutnv.est-
erly to a point on Lake Onuario ve-
tween Toronto and Bellevi..e.

(o) from a point on 1its authorized
line between Loronto and JSitawa,
norht-westerly to a point cn the Geor-
gian cay ai of
| en Sound; g

(e) from a point on its authoriz2d
line at or cast of Torenio, westerly
passing negar or . hroigi ‘lorsonto, ham-
ilton and London to & point on tre Qe-
troit River-at or near Windsor, with
branches therefrom to St. Thomas and
to a roint on the St. Clair River at or
near Na:nia, and a branch or .00 piss-
ing north of Toronto;

() Irom a point on the Niagara Riv-
er, northwesterly, passing througl cr
near Hamilion to a poni on Laks Hu-
ron at or near Goderizh;

(g) from a gpoint on Lake Eric west
of rori Celborne, northerly passing

through or near Brantford or Berlin |

to a point on the Georgian Bay;

at or near Washago to a point on the
Georgian Bay east of Collingwcged;

() rrom a4 poai on its auithorizel
line north of Montreal, westerl¥ to o
point on its auchorized iine in the coun-
ty of Le3ds ar Lanark

JAMTS AFTER TH®E®
Jare:s (oxmze,"M.F. in;ro_u:;:d ab.ll
to amend (a2 Railwvay a.. by 1orerg
railway compan.es L0 fznc2 thair ead:se
rights‘oi-way. « The present daw, he
said, worked aganst the Iarmer ' who
wante¥ to recover damages for stock
which wandered on@ a railway and
| was killed.
CURIOSITY ALLAYED
Mr. Lennox, of South S5imcod,evinesd
a curiosity to know whether W.

RAILWAYS

papera setting forth the advanteg.s of
'South Africa as a field for immigration.
He cirected Kis qusry to ike Minister
of the Interior and was informed that

| the gentleman in question was not in |
i3 in- |
tie |
al 1e |

th: 2mploy of that deparfmeni.
| quisitiveness being £ till unsa.isfizd,
Fremicr {nformed Mr. Lnno:
would make inquiries in. the matier.
“WEAPONS OF WAR.”

The mpmainder of (b2 afte-ncon and
most of the oSvening waa o:capied by
OproZition gentleémen
ainong themselves tne
merits of divers ahd gund-y speecies of
snall arms for military purposes.

Celensl samudl aaugacd, Jrsosition
| member for Visioria ani Haliburtea,
had heard 'Or rPad or undersicsd that
| someons ‘had sitd or wrivten somethin
refletiing ‘of tho eéffie’€acy of the Ross

rifls; the .arm with which the Canadian |
tke |

| troopg are. supplied. ‘Whereat
| 1aljan: Colonel ro € ani singied outces-
en.een points of advaniage of tke Ross
| r{fis ‘over its nearest comveiitor, the
| Lieo-Enfisld.

Tms drew Colonel Worthington, al-
| so ‘an Ouposi ion member from Sher-
| brooke, the defence of ths disercdit-
led weanor\ v
It' remained for Mr. Northrop, Con-
| egtvative member._ for Hast Hastirgs to
| butt fnfo this little family Qithérence.
| He sided ‘with Col. Worthingion, ridi-
‘culel Col. Hughss,
iried to deflect the antagopism of both

{oward the president of the Ross Rifle
| Company on the ground,that that indi- |
| gentieman.
| 'Onhthe whole Col. Hughes. appearei to |

| have th® advantage of knowing whai
| be was talking about. Poelitieglly, too,
| he figured much more congigtently than |
,tho e of his fellow high-protectionists
| who cevoted ther4elves 1o Yroclaiming |
Jthe inferiority . of - a ° Canadian-made |

| gun. :

t
TORCNTC CENTENARTAN DEAD

<

Spetial fo ths Bulletin.
Tororto, Mar. 7—=The death occurred |
yesterday of Mrs. Jas. “Harman (Susan- |

tu'Vh Dan Booth) whoso life extended 6ver

| almos® 101 years. Her carver is umnigue
| in Canadian annals. Mrs, Hardman was

i the widow of the late James Hardmnn,

| and sister of the late Henry Booth
foander of the Bobth Copper Co :

\

Bearding C. P. R, and G. T.R. Lines|

Easftern Canada and asked tne assent |
of the Railway Commitiee of the Hou.e

uniapped districts of Northern On.aro |

Southefn Oniario which |

rear COuingA001 Or Uw-

(h) from a point on its auchorized line |

T B |
Pres:on had written letters to Engligh

tryi.g to asitie |
merys and de- |

antd pztriot‘cauv !

RICHELIEY HOTEL

Third street north of Jasper
(neer Canpadian Northern station)
Boayd $6:00 per week
e $1.50 and $2.00 per day

| 3. N. POMERLEAU .. .. Proprietor

GRAR DVIEW HOTEL.

| FIRST - CLASS ACCOMMODATION,
Finest Liguoks anD CIGARS,

H. SIGLER, Prop.
MEDICAL.

H. L. McINNIS, M.D., C.:M.
ember of the British and Ca
M ical Association.
Office, Fraser s venue, Hours, 1 p. m.
toLl p-m.

adfan

L-éGAL.

BECK, EMERY, NEWELL & BOLTON,
Advocates, Notaries, ete.

N. D. Beck, K.C. Public Administfator.
; @ C Emery. C. F. Newnell
i 8! E. Bolton.

Bolicitors for the City of Edmonton,
lmpérial Bank of Canada, Bank of Can-
{ dda, Bank ef Monireal, Hudgon's Bay
Co., Canada Permanent Mortgage Cor-
poration, Canada Life Assurance Com-
pany, B. C. Permanent Loin and Sav-
ings Co., the Reliance Loan and Sav-
ings Co., the Doniinion Permaneént Loan

| Co., The Colonial Investment and L.oan

Co, Credit Foncier’ Franco Canadien.
Office: McTougall strest, near new
Imperiai Daak building.

Hon. C. W.
0. M. Biggar
SHORT, CROSS & BIGGAR
Advocates, Notaries. etc.
Offices at present in Cameron Block.
Over new offices' of Merchants Bank
of Canada after May ist, next.
Edmonton, ‘Alta.
Company and private funds to loan.

FIVAY WOR, £0YLE & hARlv PY, Barristers;, a
vocates, Notwrie- Oﬁf‘es, Garlapy

'ﬂo«k Edacbtin, Soliciters fnr the Canadlas Tark

f {« m nercs, .r-s Grear Waost Life Assurepce Uon
pnny Staodard Loes Company Ualon Trum Cox
pany, The Sun 20d Hastings Savfngs & Lo Cr=
pany, Rin., Dowiirion Life Assarance Oo. [ruoeris
Lito Assarsnoe Jo,

Privats Fande ¢4 Loan.

C. TAYLORB, M:A;LL.B,,
J. B. BOYLE
WILFRIiD GARIEPY, B.A.. BCL,

Wm. @saort, CROS .

GRIESBACH, O'CONNOR &
ALLISON.
Advocates, Notarieg, Etc.
Solicitors for the Traders Bank of
Canada.
Offices: Gariepy Block,
enue, Edmonton.

Jasper Av-

The Canada Life Invest
ent Department

Money to Loan

s

On lmproved Farm Property a
Current }M.Ltb of Interest
NO-DHEAY

Mortgagee and School De
1 urchaged.
W. S. ROBERTSON,
Sheriff's Oftice. Edmonton.

OMER GOUIN

REAL ESTATE AND
; AGENT.
Loans issued on first mortgage.
Farm lands and town lots .receive

our special attention.
YOUR PATRONAGE SOLICITED
NOTE-X will pay- you to write for
information to me.

OMER GOUIN,
Morinviffe, Afta.

Trade

We can -supply you with an
Article second to none ‘in the
market, in the line of Hawms,
Bacon, Lard, etc, Fresh Meat,
Sausage, etc: at reasonalble
prices.

Patronize Home Industry

and help keep the Mopney in
the Country.

Satisfaction guaranteed or
money refunded.

'fhe Vogel Meat and
Packmg Co., Limited.

P. Heiminck & Co.

AGENTS
HUDSON'S - BAY LANB

McLEOD

TOWN

LOTS
There is money in
buying lots here.
Very Easy Terms.

Correspondence So
licited.

Apply
G: F. BEERE,
McLEOD

R

ABVEHTISE I THE BULLETIN

Equy Oats
Wanted

|

'Bnng in your best and
have them shipped on our
;Specxal Equity Cars.

UX‘QE\.

INSURANCE

COMPAIV

. 'Highest Price and Cash.

/

iy

LACOMBE GETS POST OFF
Thursday’s Daily.

Mr. Puffer’s bill to
Lacombe. General
beén hefore the Ho
passed- all stages ai
assent of the

incorporat

whig
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. PUFFER,

For Lacombe.
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