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Ottawa Meekly

He

THE GROWING TIME.

Fielding Wants $72,604 463 
For 9 Months, At the Rate 
of $96,800,000 a Year, 
Whereas in 1897 $43,000,- 
000 Was Sufficient —• 
Strange Career of Philip 
Wagner — Convicted of 

% Fraud *hd Theft
Office—Five Times in the 
Criminal Court and Served 
Two Terms With Hard 

Labor.

Dismissed from the Service 
by the Present Govern 
ment.

When Oliver Becomes Min­
ister He Rewards Wagner 
With Two Offices and 
Double the Former Salary— 
After Which Wagner De 
votes Much Time to Ma 
chine Politics, and Supplies 
Gallicians With Campaign 
Beer—Majority of Parlia 
ment Votes to Retain Wag 
ner in Office, and also Com­
mends the Moncton Land 
Deal — How the Depart­
ment of Marine Buys 270 
dozen Steel Files Which 
Were Shipped to Young 
Prefontaine for His Saw 
Mill — Strubbe bought 
Them For $2,315, And 
Turned Them Over to the 
Government for $4,786.

to make their 
nte upon land entries ai

purposes, 
victim by 

p of stomp-
edpaper.* m S 
PLUNDERING THE STRANG­

ERS.
In the spring of 1900 Wegner 

was accused of stealing $75 given 
him by an immigrant to be sent 
to his wife. This time he escaped 
conviction. The same thing bap 
petted when he was charged with 
stealing $10 from an immigrant 
farmer. In November 1900 the 
Secretary of the Interior Depart­
ment had occasion to write to 
Wagner to remind him that he 
had taken $7 long before from an 
immigrant to pay the freight on 
baggage. The money had not 
been paid and the baggage was 
still held by the steamship Com 
pany. Five times the Depart­
ment wrote to Wagner on this 
matter, the letters growing more

WAGNER 
THE 1

interpreter I Mr
OLIVER IN 

ÎCIAL ELEC-

In the provincial election of 
Alberta in November, 1906 Mr 
Wagner and Mr Oliver took an 
active part, though Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier had given a solemn un­
dertaking in parliament that gov­
ernment officiale in the West 
should not be allowed to interfore 
in politics. An affidavit sent to 
the government and afterwards 
read in the house, showed that 
Wagner devoted his whole time, 
for three months to campaign 
work among the Galicians. A 
foreign boarding housekeeper af­
firmed that he had been engaged 
by Wagner and well paid to 
gather a crowd of Galicians at 
two campaign meetings and after­
wards to supply them at his own 
house with two barrels of beer on 
each occasion. So Prominent was 
Wagner on this occasion that Mr 
Oliver was asked about it at an

supported by the 
Minister contended that 

the transaction was all right. At 
their request the House by a 
straight party majority endorsed 
the transaction.

A DEAL IN FILES.

An unknown ynoht end two treding 
were enok, end It ie believed ell 

onSsera were drowned In e terrifie «term 
ik neer Pert Monmouth, X. I, 
afternoon Geo 8. Rum el', of 

Freeport, vew the yaoht c,.pi ae end «ink.

This is the highest price 
ever paid for wool in this 

Early this ae*ion>uriosity was country 32 cents per lb, Jas

Ottawa, June 23,1906.
During the past week the House 

of Commons has voted more sup 
ply, made some progress with the 
Lord’s Day bill, and voted down 
several motions censuring impro­
per transactions. The Arctic in 
vestigating committee has pro 
ceeded under difficulties owing to 
the refusal of the majority to al 
low the investigation to proceed 
in certain directions. The Public 
Accounts Committee had made 
discoveries which should be of 
interest to the unhappy tax payer. 
WAGNER THE CAMPAIGNER.

One of the motions voted down 
in the House of Commons related 
to Philip Wagner, whose dramatic 
history may bfr recorded here. 
Philip Wàgner is a man of Burop 
ean birth, familiar with several 
languages, also with a gift for 
winning the confidence of ignor 
ant people, as well as the favor of 
a certain type of politicans. Pre­
vious to 1899 Wagner had been 
residing in Edmonton, and accord 
ing to the statement made by Mr. 
Oliver last year, he worked for 
the government in such a way as 
to make himself quite offensive to 
the other party. His sphere 
influence *was among the Gali 
cian and Russian people, whose 
language he spoke, and whom he 

at election times,
THE PUBLIC 
jTCER.

aber, Oliver
aister of the Intothy, and 

then representing Alberta, had 
Wagnor appointed government in 
terpreter at $30 a month, 
would seem that he was at the 
same time carrying on a tailoring 
business,and through the same in 
fluence was engaged to supply 
uniforms for the government 
Wagner entered npon bis duties 
in January, 1899. By the nest 
year his salary was increased 
$40 a month and he wanted more. 
In the meantime he had already 
began to take advantage of the 
confidence of the simple Galician 
emigrants. Daring the eeeond 
year Abbe Olszewski, Catholic 
missionary at Beaver Lake, wrote 
to the government making com 
plaint that Wagner was abasing 
the confidence of the poor Gali 
cian. He did not assist them at 
the land office. He had taken 
$275 from one man to pat in the 
bank and had kept it himself, 
He had sent $729 to Hamburg 
for another Galician to have 
changed, and kept the proceeds.

that be had forwarded the money, 
giving different dates, and both 
statements evidently false. He 
seems never to have paid it and 
finally the Government admitted 
liability, paid the money and the 
Galician family got their clothes 
sometime before the end of the 
winter.
OLIVER TO THE RESCUE.

At the beginning of 1901, Mr 
Oliver, who had been assisted by 
Wagner in the elections of 1900, 
wrote asking for an increase of 
pay for his friend. The Depart­
ment replied that Wagner’s deal­
ings with the Galicians were not 
so satisfactory as to justify the 
demand. In March 1901 Wagner 
was committed for trial for steal­
ing the money mentioned above 
as sent to Hamburg for exchange. 
About the same time the com 
missioner of immigration m the 
West said he had received informa­
tion which compelled him to re­
commend Wagner’s dismissal. It 
may be said here that the Jury 
disagreed on the charge of steal­
ing.
WAGNER CONVICTED AND 

SENT TO PRISON.
Two other criminal oases began 

with information laid in March 
and came to trial at Edmonton in 
July 1901. On July 18, Wagner 
was convicted of inducing an 
gnorant Galician to sign a lien 
note for $25 under a false pre­
tence. The foreigner, who could 
not speak English, gave Wagner 
: 125 and the note also in con­
nection with the purchase of a 
cow, in which transaction he had 
ought Wagner’s help, For this 

fraud Wagner was sentenced to 
two months in prison with hard 
labor. The next day he was sent­
enced to three months imprison­
ment with hard labor for stealing 
$80 given him by a oonfiing fellow 
countryman to deposit in the 
bank,
DISMISSED FROM OFFICE.

Meanwhile the Government had 
been purchasing uniforms from 
Wagner and held np the pay for 
some of them pending the settle­
ment of claims. In Aprffi 1901, 
the department of justice at Ot 
tawa was seeking information and 
evidence from the interior depart­
ment records to assist in the pro­
secution of Wagner for retaining 
some of money received from con­
fiding Galicians to pay for home­
steads. The interior department 
reported that Wagnar had sent 
no money and no application from 
Wagner. But as the officer was 

jail before this proscution
reached a head the department of 
interior was content with dis­
missing Wagner. The local com­
missioner was ordered to notify 
Wagner that his official career 
had ended May 91st, 1901. Com­
missioner Smith replied that 
notice had been given at once, but 
Wagner nevertheless continued to 
draw pay until the end of Jnne 
or a few days before he went to 
hard labor at Fort Saskatchewan. 
This was because Mr Oliver again 
interposed and declared, apparent­
ly on Wagner’s high authority 
that his friend had never received 
notice.
WAGNER NOW GETS. TWO 

OFFICES.
After bis release Wagner re­

turned to Rdmonton, where he 
resumed business and polities. 
He was there daring the election 
of 1904, and in April 1905, when 
Mr Oliver became minister of the 
interior, In less than three 
months alter |fjp fjliver became 
minister he had Wagner sp 
pointed, not to one office at $30 
or $40, but to two, at $25 and 75, 
a total of $1Q0 a month. Mr 
Wagner's 4eiMI06fs fifitb the Gali­
cien'’ homesteader? ha#) hegn *0 
satisfactory to the minister that 
he was made las#) ftgent His 
treatment of the poor immigrant» 
was nsrar-}, ’ •>/ » re appoint-

The minister defiantly repli 
that Wagner wee in public em­
ploy, and that though he had 
been in jail he was punished as 
much because he wae a Liberal 
worker es for anything else. Yet 
the records show that Wagner 
was prosecuted by officials ap­
pointed by the government

DECEIVING THE HOUSE.
Lastly, Mr Oliver was guilty of 

deception when on March 14, 
1906, he was asked in the House 
whether Philip Wagner, an em­
ployee of his Department, had 
even been convicted and sent to 
prison. Mr Oliver's answer was 
“there is nothing on record in the 
Department of the Interior to 
show that P Wagner had served 
any time in prison.” Mr Oliver 
had several days notice of this 
question and framed his answer 
deliberately. He knew of 
Wagner’s imprisonment for he 
had discussed it a few weeks be­
fore at the public meeting at 
Edmonton. At the time that 
Wagner was tried at Edmonton, 
Mr Oliver was trying to get the 
government to pay him for the 
time following his dismissal from 
the service. Because the House 
was not then informed of the fact 
Oliver made a substantially in­
correct statement, taking advan­
tage of the fact that the record 
was in the Department of Justice 
and not his own.

PARLIAMENT ENDORSES 
WAGNER,

It only remains to [be said 
that on Tuesday George W 
Fowler, M. PM for King,8 New 
Brunswick, set forth all the above 
facts closing with the motion that 
Mr Wagner should be forthwith 
dismissed, or if he denied the 
statements that an investigation 
be held in regard to them. Mr 
Oliver opposed the motion, vio­
lently charged that the numbers 
supporting it were guilty of “gut­
ter snipe politics” and asked the 
House to kvote down the resolu­
tion. The majority of the House 
kindly did so on the usual party 
division.

THE GROWING TIME.
Mr Fielding has brought down 

a second list qf estimates of ex­
penditure for the fiscal year be­
ginning next month. As the dates 
qve to be changed the period 
covered in these estimates is only 
nine months. The Finance Min­
ister asks for $5,667,916.71. In 
the main estimates he had taken 
$67,936,547.70, making a total of 
$72,604,464, which would be at 
the rate of #96,805,752 for twelve 
months.

For the year closing with this 
month Mr Fielding has estimated 
the expenditure at $98,090,009 
which shows an intention to in­
crease the pace for the-aaxt nine 
months.

lyet ns take note of this grow­
ing time. For the tea years be­
fore the change of Government 
thç outlay had varied from a 
little less than $41,000,000 up to 
$45000,000. The following re­
cord shows wW has happened 
since : v

excited over an item in the Audi- 
tor’s'report showing that thejMarine 
department bad bought $4,786.45 
worth of tool steel and of files 
such as are used in saw mills and 
machine shops. The lowest price of 
these files went up $14 per dozen. 
Tool steel cost 64 cents per 
pound. Not only was the price ex­
cessive but the order of 270 dozen or 
3 240 instruments was surprisingly 
large. No one could understand 
what the Marine department intended 
to file with all these tools. The pub­
lic accounts committee called the 
deputy, the engineers, sod other 
officers. All said that no requisition 
for these tools had come in and that 
the order was far beyond any pros pec 
five demand. They only knew that 

order had been given and that 
to distribute tly

Baton ft Co, Victoria Rowe.

T he Prices.

Batter, (fresh)....
Butter (tub)........
Cell skins........... .
Ducks (per pair).. 
Eggs, per dot.... 
Fowls (per pr)...

0.19 to 0.20

HOW THE FILES CAME TO 
CANADA.

Friday morning brought to the wit­
ness stand a Montreal lawyer, Mr. 
Busteed—from whom Mr. Barker ob­
tained some explanation. This is his 
testimony :

In the spring of 1904 Mr, Busteed 
was asked by a firm in France to col­
lect an account for some $5,000 worth 
of files and steel against Roland Pre 
fontaine, son of the Minister of Ma 
rine, and proprietor of a mill at Ste 
Agathe. Young Prefontaine tepudi 
ated the order and refused to take the 
goods. The lawyer pointed out to his 
French clients that the process of col 
lection might be tedious and costly 
He spoke to Hon. Mr. Prefontaine 
asking him in vain to assist in effect 
ing a settlement. Ultimately one Mr. 
Strubbe, of Montreal, told Mr. Bus 
teed that he would take the consign­
ment if the firm would let him have 
the goods at half price, and would 
pay him * commission of $500 be 
sides. Rather than go on with the 
suit the exporters accepted the offer

107 PER CENT. PROFIT.

Having acquired the hardware for 
$2,315 45, Mr. Strubbe immediately 
turned the goods over to Mr. Pre- 
fontalne’s department for $4,786 45, 
making a sudden profit of $2,470.90, 
or 107 per cent. It will be seen that 
Mr. Strubbe, of Montreal, like Mr. 
Lodge, of Moncton, had a happy fore­
sight. He judged beforehand that 
the Government would need all these 
files at that particular time,and wou’d 
be willing to pay twice the price which 
the seller would accept. An ordinary 
man would not have known that the 
department needed exactly the supply 
of files that had been «hipped for 
Roland Prefontaine's mill, needed 
them at the time when the purchase 
relieved the legal situation, and was 
prepared to pay a price which left with 
the middlemen more than ball ihe 
total amount.

0.00 to C.20 back $s. so 
0.94 to 0.10 , . , , , ,the Island holding0.80 to 1.00 
0.14 to 0.15 
1 00 to 1 25

Chicked! (per paii)............ 1.00 to 1.25
Flour (per owt.)
Hide..............................
Hey, per 100 6*.............
Mutton, per lb (carme)
Oatmeal (per owt).........
Potatoes (buyers price)
Pork.............................
Sheep pelta....................
Turnips.........................
Turkeys(per lb)...........
Qeeee............................
Blkoats,.......................
Pressed hay,.................
Straw...«•

Minard’a 
Dan draff.

2.30 to 2.40 
0.9) to 0.10 
0.42 to 0.45 
06) to 0.07 
2.50 to 0.00 
0 22 to f 25
0 08 to 0.8}
0.76 to 1.00 
0.10 to 0.12 
0.12 to 0.00 
0.00 to 0.00 
0.46 to 0.48 
0.00 to 9.00 
0.00 to 0.26

Liniment curés

Grand Pilgrimage to Si. inn 
De Beaaprp, Julj 3rd.

À Grand Pilgrimage to St. 
Ann de Beaupré presided by 
the Right Rev. T. Casey, 
Bishop of St. John, shall take 
place on July 3rd. Tickets 
from Point du Chene and 

Passengers from 
ticket

may obtain from any agent, 
a ticket to reach Point du 
Chene, on the Standard certi­
ficate plan, namely : paying 
one fare to come, securing 
from the agent a certificate 
which shall be signed after 
wards by one of the directors 
of the Pilgrimage, and the 
said certificate shall carry 
them back without further 
cost

1 The Sisters of Charity
Memramcook. June 6—31

MEET IB IT TIE ALWAYS BUSY STORE

PROWSE BROS, Ltd.,
Big Departmental Store.

Headwear
&tmuuwmzmmmx.

DIED

At Covehead on the 24tb, inet
Thomas Power, aged 32 years. May
bis eoql rest in peace,

1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902 
1903 
)9<H 
WW
1906

$42,972,756 
45,834,281 
§1,542,635 
62,717,466 
57,982,866 
63,970,79» 
61.746471 
72.255,04r
79,804,138
92,909.99°

1997 estimated ft voted 96,905.952 
THE MONCTON RAKE OFF.

On Thursday evening the ques­
tion Qf the Mono ton land purchase
already Ifllty ifi tbie
correspondence, was before the 
House. Mr Ames of the St An­
toine division Montreal presented 
Up p*se[j w showing how the go- 
between made $ profit of $94®6 
on land which he pnrcbaaet) a 
few TOk« *go before at a cost 
for land aqd e*pw*X| of

Expelled from 
Legislature.

the

The Christy
Is the Best Hat on Earth at 

the price.
We received over 5,000 of 

them, and they are the prettiest 
styles we have ever looked at.

The Christy knocks the Aim 
eriçan Hats higher than a kite 
for style this year.y

The Christy always did 
knock out any other Hat for 
wear, non-fading color, shape­
keeping and non-breaking qua! 
ities. $l.QO, $2«0Q, $3.00 the 
Hat. Then we have the cel© 
brated

Scott Hat
Made byChristy but sold with 
the Scott name. It costs $4 00 
here, and is sold at $5.00 any- 
where else in Canada or theU.S. 
A. It’s the pink of Perfection in 
the Christy Hat making. Only 
a few of them, so come early if 
you want one,

Nothing 
But 
Good 
Wool

Highest Price
. k&JBW r

or

GOOD WOOL
-----A. T------

Stanley Bros
And remember that everything you buy 

» here is marked in plain figures, so that you 

know you are getting things at the right 
price.

Cash If You Want It,
If not Cash, then the best value in Dry 

Goods in P. E . Island.

Wool! Good Wool!
Bring it right to us.

Stanley Bros

Boston advice* state that daring a 
session, marked at times by nnoeoat 
disorder, the Maeeaphqeette goose of 
Bepreeentativee, on the 21, inet, voted 
to expel Frank J. Qethro of Boston, thus 
up holding the report of the committee 
on rules, which, after a long lovestiga . 
tion of chargee of bribery made in con, 
nectlon with the defeat of the anti, 
bucket shop bill, recommended Oethro's 
expulsion. Tbe vote was 142 in favor 
of expulsion of 54 against. Later advices 
say that on Saturday, the expelled re­
presentative, Gethro, iasqed a remark­
able statement. He confesses hie guilt 
and farther saye that to avenge his ex­
pulsion he will expose every member of 
tbe house who had been connected in 
any bribery proceedings. Althongb 
Gethro does not mention1, any nameg, 
he states that several members of tbe

be of eoeh a nature as to make the giv 
ing or taking of bribes impossible in tbe 
Massachusetts legislature in the future. 
Gethro’s statement, which is a lengthy 
one, is here given in part :

“ That I have made untruthful étale­
ments, I admit ; that I have done 
wrong I confess; that I have been 
wronged—crnlly wronged, } assert and 
will prove.” Referring to the anti- 
backet shop bill in which his action re­
sulted in expulsion, Gethro says : “ I 
agreed to bay republican votes, got the 
gon tract and bought the votes. In 
negotiating for certain votes J was re­
fused—because I was given to under­
stand I did not offer the fall price. To 
force me to raise the offer some of those 
interested began to tsllf. The matter 
got to the grand jury and I was Indict­
ed. Then the Investigating committee 
was appointed. I was told that ifJ 
flood firm the pom grilles vonld see me 
unharmed. When, however, 1 sat on 
the floor of the house on Thursday after­
noon end sear myself held up in acorn 
and heard my punishment demanded, 
I swore then and there to avenge my 
expulsion and ruin so soon end in inch 
a wax th,t ngtgr agalq in the Masse; 
chneetts legislature would » bribe be 
taken, offered or mentioned. For what­
ever wrong I have done to Massa­
chusetts I shall atone as beet I may, but 
in qgy deg ration ( am bgoyed by the 
knowledge that f sbal) baye done tt,. 
State eome service If I may tgln tfoe 
a tracts re of infamy reared by these 

sad it shall MIL"

The Suffolk
It’s tire best American Hat 

tbafs sold, in Charlottetown to­
day, and twenty years’ of hat 
experience tells us so.

PROWSE BROS.
Tbe Only Real Hatters.

ROBERT PALMER & GO.,
il Door Factory,

Manufacturers of Doors & Frames, Sashes & Frames, 

Interior and Exterior finish etc., etc.

Our Specialties
Gothic windows, stairs, stair rails, Balusters Newel 

Posts, Cypress Gutter and Conductors, Kiln dried Spruce 

and Hardwood Flooring, Kiln dried clear spruce, sheathing, 
and clapboards, Encourage home Industry.

ROBERT PALIRER & CO.,
PEAKE'S No. 3 WHARF.

CHARLOTTETOWN.

HARDWARE!
-:o:

Largest Assortment, 
Lowest Prices.

WHOLESALE and RETAIL
•77 r/y:/T/rjxrrf;a rr/n t/zujx ? /

Fennel and
'éMi 'em .

■


