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WARNING.
Agents of other typers ere through the 

eeeotry representing themselves as agents of 
Tbs Mail and offering to take subscriptions 
at tees than advertised rates. Any agent of
fering to cut on rate should be avoided, as he 
ii almost certain to be a fraud. Thi Mail 
will not accept subscriptions from these 
parties at any price.

MR. MOWATS INVASION 0F RAT 
PORTAGE

Wi publish this morning from the Win
nipeg Sun an account of proceedings in 
Bet Portage. It is written in a fairly im
partial spirit, and the Em is by no means 
over-friendly as a role to our views of pub- 
lie affairs. We gather from the /Sun’s ac
count several things.

L It is obvious that the Local Govern
ment have not found the lumbermen sub
missive to the notion of having their 
timber earned and confiscated ; and that in 
the case in which a seizure was likely to 
have been made other counsels have pro

be liltely to ensue are more than even 
Hr. Pardee's effrontery can stand.

2. The Local Government have, how
ever, sent on two license commissioners 
and one inspector to Bat i5

the 
'AT 

and
1» Trumps. Whiskey 

will flow in a fine generous measure from 
the tape of every unlicensed and licensed 
tent in the country, and Mr. MowAris 
candidate will have an enthusiastic fol
lowing.

3. The revelations which the correspond
ent of the .Sun makes as to the expensive 
nature of the county and its certainty to 
absorb all the revenue tp be raised from 
it fully justify the comments he makes 
on the dishonesty of those who contended 
that it contained millions of money for the 
people of Ontario.

' We have a good deal of confidence in 
the opinion we expressed at the beginning 
of this outrageous usurpation viz., that 
the hand whieh signed the order for the 
invasion signed unconsciously the death- 
warrant of the Local Administration, 
law, justice, civil order, private business, 
common sense, and public opinion are all 

I to this last desperate dodge of a 
■ ■ lent.

THS N0RTE.WM8T.
In the course of a column and a half 

of very badly-written criticism the Grit 
organ yesterday attacked the banka, 
sneered at the fertility of the North-West, 
opposed the syndicate, and condemned the 
Government. And aU the authority the 
organ could give for its reckless onslaught 
was, the language of its “own corres- 
“ pondent,” and the opinion of the Begins 
Leader. We submit that the authority is 
not enough. A great deal more will be 
required before the public of Canada can 
be induced to think that the North-West 
is ruined or the Government policy a faiure.

The banks will, of course, be able to 
take care of themselves. Men of business 

know what they me about. They 
in the 
Those 
their

when the boom is 
are bitten. In 

i it is not calculated to be of 
service either to the banks or to. the pub
lic to get up a cry that the banks are losers, 
or likely to be losers, by their business in 
the North-West. Nor is it decent or fair 
tp sneer at the fertility of the North-West 
because of the partial collapse of specula
tion. .,

The attack on the Government policy, 
which is made with eueh bitterness, is the 
most dishonest part of the Globe’t produc
tion. We have seen " on former occasions 
most, or all, of the statements made in 
the Grit organ : “ Disgusted Settlers,” 
“ Swearing Farmers,” “ Emigrants to 
“ Minnesota,” “Bad Land Regulations,” 
“ Wicked Government,” “ Day of Doom,” 
etc.—wears quite familiar with

i rubbish. It has never had any 
; at all, and never will The public 

do not believe it. Look at the facts which 
are opposed to it

The receipts from lands in the last yi
0,000. Would this be the case 
i any lack of confidence in the 
; ?

of the North-West this 
, for the population, enormous. 

1 for us to expect to be 
the markets of this con- 

i products of a country 
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with wonderful 

i Bey Company, the 
ome lend com
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idiotic. ..The object of 

of Canada is to get as 
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That alone 
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organ 
The 
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rapidly as
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the prosperity of the North-1 
become permanent, and free from periodi
cal fits of speculative feverishness, 
followed by financial depression.

Since these cries against the Govern
ment land policy have been raised, two ses
sions of the Manitoba Legislature end two 
sessions of the Dominion Parliament have 
been held. Show US the petitions, pro
tests, speeches, or motions condemning 
the Government, on any of these occa
sions—except, of course, the regular Op
position leader’s cautious criticisms.

Many suggestions for judicious reform 
have been made within the last two years. 
Show us one reasonable demand that, has 
not been acceded to, one valuable sugges
tion that has not been accepted. The 
fact is the Government have been almost 
too ready to accept suggestions, and the 
result is too many alterations in the land 
regulations.

Yet inspiteof tile absence of authoritative 
protests, and in spite of constantamendment 
and concession by the Government ; in spite 
of steady and rapid progress in all directions, 
the Grit organs continue to shout the rame 
old protest against the Government land 
policy. I

The men Who 4e i

.
_ i Mr. David

when these men were in 
were guilty of preparing and 

„ ig the most idiotic set of land 
regulations that ever were invented. We 
do not imagine the public wül take much 
stock in what they say. In the meantime 
it is very obvious that a panic, every
where, on any subject, is one of the things 
which Gtitism needs for its feeble susten
ance. The wish it father to the thnngh* Df a 
panic in the North-West.

-.'CA-:.

; politician

MON. GEO. BROWN ON TEE 
SENATE

dit a late issue we gave our readers some 
pointed and suggestive arguments used by 
Hon. Gao. Brown in favour of a rumina
tive instead of an elective Senate. There 
are still several points remaining to be 
noted. We do not imagine that Mr. 
Brown’s views will have the slightest 
weight with the half a damn gentlemen 
who want the ^mode of appointment 
changed or the Senate abolished. But 
they do not count for much in political 
affairs. They are not a party ; they are 
not, above all things, the Liberal party. 
For the purposes et practical politics Mr. 
Brown is still a reasonable influence with 
men of reasoneble minds who were his 
readers and supporters while he was alive. 
They have subscribed to his Monument. 
They are not prepared to pull down his 
fame.

------Mr. Brown, in addition to what w#
have quoted m a former issue, stated the 
proposition, made by some, that if the 
Senate was made a nominative body, the 
nossber ought not to be limited ; that the 
Government ought to have power to add 
an indefinite number. Mr, Brown said :

“Upper House lies at 
“ whole compact on wh
“ rests. ” The provincial character of the 
Senate, and the provincial interests which 
made the limitation of members necessary,
forbade the entertainment of such a pro
position. And Mr. Brown rejected it. 
He wss, himself, he says, in favour of 
limiting the time of appointment. But be 
goes on to reply to even that proposition. 
“ Still, the objection made to this propoei- 
“ tion was very strong. It was said : 
“ Suppose you appoint them for nine 
“ years, what will be the effect t For 
“the last three or four years of their 
“ term they would be anticipating its ex- 
“ pity and anxiously looking to the Ad- 
“ ministration of. the day for re-appoint- 
“ ment ; and the consequence would be 
“ that a third of the members would-be 
“ under the influence of the executive, ” 
That was sound sense.

------ On another point Mr. Brown sup
plied in advance both an argument against 
the present position of the Globe, and a 
opprhecy as to events that have since 
actually arisen- In regard to the irres
ponsible- to-the-peopleargumeni he said:— 
“ The British House ofPeeea itself does 
“/not venture, à Voutrance, to resist the 
“ popular will, and can it be anticipated 
“ that our Upper Chamber would set it- 
“ self rashly against the popular will j If 
“ any fear is to be entertained in the matter, 
“ is it not rather that the councillors(8ena- 
“ tors) Will be found too thoroughly An har- 
“ mony with the popular feeling oj the day f 
That, as we have said, was both an argu
ment and a prophecy. As we have several 
times pointed out, the Senate on every 
occasion on which it has placed i tarif in 
opposition to the Commons or the Govern
ment of the day has acted in defence of 
public interests and public liberty. That 
is the sore point with those who are now 
the enemies of the Senate.

-Referring to the objection he en
tire

i in Quebec sit for certain 
hte said : “ If there is one evil in the 
“ American system which in my mind 
“ stands' out as pre-eminently ite greatest 
“ defect, except universal suffrage, it is that 
“ under that constitution the represénta- 
“ tives of the people must reside 
“ in their constituencies. ” We quote 
that for the benefit of the paper 
that was once his organ, but which now 
seems to delight in departing as fares pos
sible from the policy he propounded, and 
the principles he entertained He has 
still a hold of the intellect and affections 
of his party, and Jjiey will prefer his 
views and policy to the crude and mis
chievous notions of the Grit organ aa at 
present conducted

----------- /
----- We will quote in conclusion Mr.

Brown’s summary of his speech : “ Now, 
all that, “1 bejievo I have answered every objee- 
‘ “ tion that has oome from any quarter

“ against the proposed constitution of the 
“ Federal Legislature. I am persuaded 
“ that there is not one well-founded ob- 
“ jectiott that can be urged against it * 
“ * * For myself, I unhesitatingly say 
“ that the complete justice which, th is mea- 
“ surpsecures tothepeople of Upper Canada 
“ in the vital matter of Parliamentary 
“ representation alone, renders all the 
“ blemishes averred against it utterly ckm-
“ temptible in the balance.” We are now 
told that Mr. Brown altered his mind j that 
is, that he found himself wrong in all that 
elaborate and carefully considered study of 
the neqr constitution. Bnt those who tell 
us so have no Word, no article, no letter, 
no conversation of any sort, no authority 
of any kind, on which te base what is, we 

falsehood, invented as 
ion of those who are 

Mr. Brown’s posi- 
not believe it The 

And the opin-

u cn. o( 11.
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oppose it are but ambushing their 
designs Their object is to destroy,not the 
Senate, but the Confederation.

-..j,.*—. , ,.. ,,,, '' 1
TO EMBARRASS MR. MACKENZIE.

The brief end stupid reply of the Grit 
organ to our incontrovertible ease in sus
tainment of Hon. Georg* Brown’s view 
of the Senate is not worthy of any refer
ence but one- The organ says :

“ The rejection of the kill providing for the 
construction of the Vancouver Island rfilway 
was prompted by the desire to embarrass Mr. 
Mackenzie.”
Possibly that was the ease. It did certain
ly embarrass him very much. It is on re
cord, however, from the pen of Senator 
Penny (who was one of thote who" voted 
on tiie occasion against the bill) that the 
object of himself and his friends was “ to 
“annoy the Tories.” Senator Penny 
knew a good deal more about the matter 
than the Globe does.

But let us assume that the object of the 
rejection of the bill was from » desire 
“ to embarrass Mr. Mackenzie." Who 
brought the rejection to pass I One Ed-

......
He procured the defeat of-the bill ; tind 
the defeat of the bill was “ embarrassing ’ 
to Mr. Mackenzie, was insulting to Lord 
Carnarvon, and traitorous to Lord Duf- 
ferin. The man who did it would, in 
England, be blackballed at every club he. 
might apply to. He would be tabooed! 
forever in the intercourse of honourable 
men. But the Grits in Canada are not a 
sensitive class.

Lord Duffebin has left on record his 
opinion Of the matter. In Bis speech to 
the Victorians he used language expressive 
of his contempt for the action. Did he 
know dial anyone responsible to him was 
engaged in getting rid of the Carnarvon 
terms, “ that man would have ceased to be 
“ * Minister ot I would have ceased to be 
“ Governor-General ” That is, we believe, 
nearly his exact language. He was then 
only - suspicious ; but we have, all 
of us, since that time more infor
mation. Mr. Blake only consented to 
join Mrs Mackenzie’s Cabinet after the 
bill was defeated, and after the terms were 
refused. - He had accomplished his end. 
He had beaten Mr, Mackenzie in the 
Senate and ip the Cabinet. It was s' fore
taste of what was to come. It was a trial 
of strength and nerve. Mr. Mackenzie 
was “ embarrassed" and Lord Ddffbrin 
was outraged, in order tiiatat a later date 
Mr. Blake might turn His practised hand 
to the political assassination of his leader.

“ JUST AND REASONABLE 
ACTION.”

The Local Government is obviously 
“shocked at the sound itself has made,” 
and is in a species of oonf.usion of head 
arising from very acute consciousness of 
dishonest and disloyal intentions in regard 
to the disputed territory. We are told : 
“ Party feeling is not so strong as to 
“ wilder all tha members of the Conterva- 
“ rive party in tins .province regardless of 
“ its rights and indiffèrent to its just.

claims, *od many Conservatives, we 
“ a* sure, approve as highly as any 
“ Liberal can of the action of the Ontario 
“ Government in organizing a stable Gov- 
“ eminent in our western territory, and 
“ giving to the people settled there that atsur- 
“ anee of the law’s protection to which .they 
“ are as much entitled as the people of any 
“ other part of the province.”

This would be true if the action of the 
Local Government were as described by 
the Grit organ. But the action of the 
Local Government is not as described; 
and therefore the appeal to the publie is 
made in vain by an organ that knows it is 
laughing in its sleeve at the peuple to 
whom it appeals.

——The replies to all the pointe of the 
Globe are easily made :

1st The Local Government knew right 
well that they cannot establish a “stable 
“ Government ” in a territory that they 
do not own.

2nd. The Local Government knew they 
cannot give assurance of either title or 
protection to the people who probably dô 
not recognize their authority, and certainly 
cannot benefit by it

3rd. Therefore the action of the Local 
Government, so far as it pretends to es
tablish s “stable -Government” and 
afford legal “ protection,” is a farce ; and 
so far as it regards the Dominion, the Pro
vince of Manitoba, the people of Ontario,' 
and the Provincial Legislature, it is a grow 
and inexcusable outrage.

•-----------
------There is not a sane man in Ontario

who would pay money and take a title from 
the Local Government There is not a 
business man who would buy a dollar’s 
worth of timber, or risk in any way his 
money or his interests, on the “ title ” 
given him by the Ontario Government. A 
Turkish bond ot a Confederate shin-plaster 
would be as good security aa a deed or a 
receipt from Oliver Mowat, or A. S. 
Hardy, or T. B. Pardee. That is a 
practical test which the public will proceed 
to apply. Just let any lumberman, act
ing on Mr. Hardy’s or Mr. Pardee's ad
vice, try to make arrangements with a 
bank on' the strength of the “ title” sup
plied by these persons, and see what his 
success will.be.

----- The Local Government know well
that they are acting illegally, improperly, 
and unjustly. They are malting confusion 
worse confounded, and instead of a 
“ stable government ” are setting up » 
contemptible usurpation, which wül bring 
about all sorts of confusion, and perhaps 
litigation pnd loss to business men. They 
are doing this on the sole basis and 
authority of an award which neither Mr. 
Blake nor Mr. Mowat has ever dared to 
say is legal, whieh has been rejected as 
illegal by Parliament, and declared to be 
illegal by eveiy lawyer in Canada who 4s 
in a position to make hie opinion worth 
anything. And they are doing it 
just now for a purpose that is 
so paltry and pestilent that we have 
no language In whieh to describe it, via, 
the roping in of votes in the neighbour
hood of Bat Portage for the Grit candi
date in the Algoma election. ' ;

------The pretence that the Local Gov
ernment are hopeless of prompt action 
on the parPXrf the Dominion Government 
is impudent in the extreme. The boun
dary question was for years within the 
power of Mr. Mowat and Mr. Mackenzie 
to settle. But they did not settle it Even 
when the arbitration was settled on, Mr. 
Maokbniib, “ with bis Usual caution,” as 
the Globe tells as preserved, the right to re- 
' the award. Had it been unsatisfac- 

to him he might have refused it 
has refused it since his

have determined, for the mean purpose we 
have named, to take the law in their own 
hands, and produce anarchy and confusion 
in the name of law in the disputed terri- 
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assurance that PjQH 
resent this action, and that the new 
Legislature, whose deliberative rights have 
been violated by this action, will condemn 
it

1 people of Ontario will

EON. MR PLUMES LETTER .
The letter of Hqn. Mr. Plumb, which 

we publish this morning, dealing with the 
finances of Ontario, deserves the closest 
study. As he Says, the Government have, 
by means of mystified bookkeeping and 

been concealing the

ably delayed till'late in the session, so 
that no minute britidsm has hitherto been 
possible in the Legislature. Mr. Plumb’s 
examination will be aooepted with satisfac
tion by the publie, as his well-known 
ability and accuracy are the best guarantee 
of his being a trustworthy guide in the 
present occasion.

Mr, Plumb’s view of the alleged “ snr- 
“ plus ” of the Local Government will be 
interesting to men of business ; he makes 
it indeed clear to the average reader. The 
surplus of Sandfield Macdonald was $3,- 
811,863. There was another. fund, of 
school moneys, amounting to $2,699,407, 
which SandfiblD Macdonald never coun
ted in hii surplus. Since the Grit Govern
ment came'into power they have receiv
ed from the same sources as Sand- 
field counted on, $37,261,827, includ
ing $7,676,829 from Crown lands ; and 
they have spent $30,611,244, leaving 
a deficit, in the ten years, of $3,248,417, 
or an average of $324,941 per year. Mr. 
Plumb goes very minutely into the whole 
question of Local Government revenue and 
expenditure. He shows very conclusively 
what we tried to do during the last session, 
that the ex-Treaeurer has never been able 
to state his surplus accurately at any time. 
He shows that the tendency in the Grit 
organ and among the leaders of the party 
is toward direct taxation of the munici
palities. He points out several serious 
errors m. the provincial public accounts.. 
We repeat here the summary which Mr. 
Plumb makes of hie arraignments of the 
Government : ...
They received from# Sand field (his

savings)....'..;'.....:............... $3,811,863
They also receive» fonds that be 

held in treat.Vit..........t>. 2,699,

of encroachments. And 
is, we are interested in 

the one oasis in the desert of 
These are, we think, the robin 
consideration in the question

The practiesj bearing of them is this 1 
If, in the opinion of the clergy of the 
country, who form a species of Parliament 
to represent the spiritual interests of the 
people, there are any violations of the rule 
as to proper-Sabbath observance, they have 
a perfect right to advise the Government 
on the subject There will be nothing im
proper, nothing irregular, and 'nothing 
savouring of usurpation in their doing sa 

The Government will, no doubt, take all 
such representations into their considera
tion. The question is not made a public 
one for the first time. There have been 
several discussions of the duty of Sabbath 
observance since 1873 that we can recall. 
Government of either party is by no 
means hostile to enforcing the strict ob
servance of the Sabbath. " Unreasonable 
demands have never been- made on them, 
and in all probability never will be. The 
Christian Sunday, as it appears to reason
able beings, is not the Puritan Sabbath, 
bu» something far more cheerful. It is

or

desecration .MUMI
sary demands on men’s labour on that day. 
In that object we heartily concur.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Total...
They are not entitled to credit for 

tbe library a claim which
existed before they came nto 
power, and was not counted by 

' însnJfisàriiK I bey -ere ,n*S /-en
titled to premium, of $30,060 on 
$500,00J iJomini.m stock which 
wss invested by Ssndfield and 
banded oxer by him at par. 
These items, therefore, must be 
added to Sandneld's or deducted 
from Wood’s. I add them....

1,407

. $6,511,270

185,541

By Mr, Wood’s own figures ha 
shows a surplus of

6,646,761 

4,823.686

He has therefore spent................. $1,820,175
“ on his own showing of the funds receiv- 
“ ed from Sandfirld, and every dollar 
“ that has oome ifito the Treasury since ; 
“ not only so, but I have shown that he 
“ holds $2,676,560 in special trust, and" 
“ $327,324 as unavailable ; $3,003,884 
" must therefore come out M bis present 
“ available fund, leaving him but $L- 
“ 816,29L

“ From this surplus must be deducted 
“ the large obligations which have been 
“ incurred by the province for railway 
“ aid, and these have been so mystified 
“ that an abstruse calculation is necessary 
“ in order to arrive at that amqunt it 
“ seems to be the aim of the Provincial 
“ Treasurer to throw every possible dif- 
“ Acuity in the way ot arriving at the true 
“ state ot the matter.”

We need add nothing more to show our 
readers how strong a case Mr. Plume has 
made out against the financial manage
ment of the present Provincial Adminis
tration. It will give Mr. Yopno something 
to think of.

SABB ATE OBSmVANCE.
To begin with, we are a Christian people. 

The Christian religion is a part ot our 
common law. And the vast mass of our 
people are inspired by strong belief in 
revelation, in the lacredness of the divine 
law, and in the pr$riety and necessity of 
duly observing the Lord’s day. Those 
who are not of this opinion are so small a 
portion of our people that they are not 
worth taking Into consideration in the dis
cussion of the question of Sabbath observ
ance. , i *

In the next place we are’s humane 
people. The sight of overwork of any 
sort is disagreeable" and shocking. We 
pass laws for jbe,, control of the hours of 
labour for certain persons, especially 
women and chilcften. We are horrified at 
any unnecessary encroachment on the One 
day of rest aeooijded alike by divine and 
human law to those who earn their bread 
bv the.sweat of their brows. We rejoice 

and rest, and roareatidn, of 
a kind, afl'ortiud, by the Sunday to those 
whose lives roe spent in toil

We. are also tin intelligent people. We 
know that men and women overworked 
are unhealthy', Fisgtintented, add danger
ous, that their- sensibilities are blunted, 
their usefulness impaired, and their temp-, 
tations to brief spells of riotous indulgence' 
greatly increased. We all know too well 
that it is to overwork, lo over-anxiety, to 
heedless or helpless driving under the goad 
of avarice, or other similar passions, that 
many forms otdiaease owe their origin, end 
that a puny race of sickly mortals are pre
pared for the coming times.

We are also, we trust, a far-sighted peo
ple. We are aware that what President 
White, of Cornell, calls “ mercantilism ” 
is a powerful and pernicious spirit, con
stantly encroaching on all forms of human 
relaxation and enjoyment, all leisure, all 
time for rest and peace and thought ; and 
constantly encroaching also on all time set 
apart tor the due and formal observance of 
the laws of Go® and the rules ofj|hurohes.

Thus our Christianity, our Humanity, 
our Intelligence, and our Prudence as a 
people are all enlisted.on the aide of those 
who contend against the extension of all

Speaking of Sir Charles Tapper, the Camp 
dim Gazette, ot London,'Eng., says :—“ Her 
Majesty's Government wifi find in the new 
High Commissioner a man thoroughly ac
quainted with Canada, with her wants, her 
wishes, and her capabilities ; while Canada 
herself cannot but f.el that her interests will 
be keenly watched over, and her honour jeal
ously guarded by him.’*

Says the Barrie Advance .-—“Another 
neat little action-ef s couple of Mr. Mowat’s 
immaculate J. P. 's has come to light in Mue- 
koks. It seems that Mr. Farrow went to a 
J. P. and laid a complaint against Mr. Hoff- 
ner, for removing a tanas off the highway 
that he (Farrow) had built. The J. P. 
said :—* Come along, your case is good, X
will çall in Mr. -----, he always thinks as 1
do.’ And be did eome along, end of-course 
woo the case. But Mr. Homier, not relish
ing each a dose, took the ease te Barrie. The 
judge quashed the whole affair, eaoh party 
paying his own costs. Now, Mr. Hoffner 
ssys he hsa some money left, and be intends 
to see after those very pise J. P's, ; and it 
W t9 be hoped that he wifi.”

The aspirations of Mr. Chamberlain to the 
Radical leadership, in place of Mr. Glad
stone, when that gentleman goes out, were 
suggested by Mr. Potter in his speech »| the 
Cobden Club dinner

“ Mr. T. B. Potter, M.P., proposed • The 
Health of the Chairman,’ welcomed the 
speech Mr. Chamberlain had made, and, as a 
Radical Reformer, expressed bis willingness 
to fellow in the wage of tbe ‘ daring cock
ling,’ not doubting that the right honf gentle
man would lead his country safely.".
Tbe idea of leadership has never before been 
so frankly put It is obviously entertained 
by the duckling” and hit friends.

notto bay
prices, tried to disemmge the manufacturing f'ie 
business of this country, they were aiming 
not so much at the mill owners as at the 
operatives, for whom their party entertains an 
undying hatred.' Exactly twelve months ago 
the organs represented the worker» in mill» 
and factories aa immoral and disreputable.
At tbatjbme oar industrial classes showed 
that they were, at all events, not sufficiently 
depraved to vote the Ont ticket. Since then 
the party has taken every means possible to 
injure the working classes, and the recent, 
fortunately unsuccessful, attempt to stop the 
demand for the product» of the mills, to 
«loue the mills, and to throw tbe operatives 
ont of employment, is but » part of the gen 

of revenge upon Which ""oral the party

The object of the Ontario Government in 
declining to secure a decision on the boundary 
quesioa is now patent. It wants to rob a 
number ot the property-holders in the disput
ed territory of their estate». A commission 

been sent up to Ret Portage by the
owat cabal to enquire into the rights ofresi- 

enteto tbe property they hold. At the 
seme time a declaration ia made that every 
occupant of lands there ia a squatter. It is 
tbe privilege of the commission, which is 
composed of Grit partisans, to dispossess as 
many of these property-holders as it thinks 
proper. The people of Algoma and of the 
disputed territory should oombias to prevent 
this gross stuck upon private right». They 
can save their' property by assisting to de
feat the Government whieh seeks to confis
cate it,. ________

When Hon. George Brown was living he 
ones gave Mr. David Mill» a well-earned cas
tigation. Mr. Mills, like a whipped our, 
retired to a corner and hid himself. Now 
that Mr. Brown is no longer in the land of 
the living, Mr. Mille’ connage has returned, 
and be finds that be has sufficient pluck to 
attack the deceased journalist and states
man. He therefore slanders hie memory in 
thi* way The Toronto Mail has la
boured to show that Mr. Brpwn favoured the 
present constitution of the Senate. What of

supersede the
mon seneeT" . ...
common decency would have 1 
Mille tp refrain from publicly questioning the 
judgment, the reason, and the common sense 
of a man who is no longer here to defend 
himself from such attacks. It is easy for the 
live ass to kick the dead lion.

Those who can may reconcile the follow
ing opinions *
Hon. Qto. Brown’s 

speech en Con/edsra- I
" But It has been laid 

that the members of the 
Upper House oughunot

the people at large. On

Glebe, July 19.
IWhile Mr. Brown 

lived not one ot the 
papers which now rely 
so much upon his au
thority and extol In 
suoh glowing terms hie 
patriotism and hie

Maeterly Exposition of Their Condi
tion by Hon. Mr. Plumb. .,

SANDflELO MACDONALD’S SURPLUS CORE.

A HUT FOB OBIT STMANC1SBA

To th* Editor of The Mail. •
Sir,—The present seems » fitting time, 

pending bye-elections which are pretty cer
tain to result from the . earning trials, to 
examine into the condition Of the treasury of 
this province.

Ontario seems to me in
GRAVE FINANCIAL DANGER.

I have studied tbe position with close 
attention. It h s dry subject to deal with 
exhaustively at political meetings, and has 
been only incidentally touched upon during 
the late oamfiaign by most of our public 
speakers, and by the Conservative press. 
Mr. Creighton and Mr. Merrick made valuable 
criticisms upon the Budget speech last ses
sion, and the state of the treasury is intelli
gently and fairly discussed in the Conserva
tive «lection pamplet, issued for tbe 
The

and the remarks acoompanying them, con
tain a minute analysis of tbe subject, and an 
invaluable brief for our speakers. The mysti- 
fyibg system of keeping aed classifying tbe 
provincial accounts, of Which Mr. Macpher- 
son then complained, still continues, ahd 
renders examination and comparison very dif
ficult The public accounts of one year are 
printed with the sessional papers of anotbep 
year. Full balance sheets are lacking. The 
liabilities of tbe province ere dealt with in 
a manner calculated to mislead or baffle the 
enquirer, and in fact every effort seems to 
have been made to conceal rather than reveal 
tbe true condition of the treasury, which is 
alleged by the treasurer to have possessed a 
surplus, available in cash, on the’ 1st of Janu
ary, 1883, of $4,825,686.87, and by tbe Globe 
and by Grit stamp orators the. amount has 
been swelled to $5,000,000.

THE ORIGINAL SURPLUS.
When Sandfield Macdonald’s Government 

resigned be banded over to his successor a 
fund of 88,811,8«3, composed of:—
Dominion stockist 5 per eeot.............. *1,898.70!

" “ ................ 850.000
800,000 
HUH

172.985

6 per cent........... HP
Special deposit Bank of Montreal......

Royal Canadian Bank 
Bank of Montreal deposit payable on

$3,811,863
This sum was accumulated by tbe excess of 
.receipt» over expenditure during the time 
that Sandfield held offioe—the savjngs, in 
fact, of his Government after Confederation. 
There was another fund held by the province, 
prtor to Confederation, also handed over by 
Sandfield to his successor, which waa com
posed of :—,
The Upper Canada Grammar School

Fund at 5 per cent.............................1 312,769
Upper Canada Building Fund at • per

cent...................................................I.473A91
Ontario's share df the Common School 

Fund at 5 per cent................................ 914,217

And amounted to .....t.tïïwv; ■$2,699,407 
Tbe trust fund formed no part oj Sccndld’fies 
surplus, and never was included in it by him. 
His policy seems to have been based on the 
consideration that the revenues of Ontario 
which ought to be applied to current expen- 

' ditore were limited to receipts for subsidy,
■ law stamps, and licensee, and from oublie in-

on $tû awpaire 
than «2,000,000 a rear. 

Upon team be fdhnad hie estimate, and fixed 
the limit for tbe ordinary annual ex
penditure of the province. The ex
penditure the first vear after he 
went out of office, and Mr, Blake held swav, 
was largely increased. Then and afterwards 
tbe savings of Sandfield were lavished 
“ where they would do most good ” for the 
party in power. Tbe receipts of the subee- 

uept too years of Grit ascendency have been

that question my views statesmanship was 
have often been ex- willing to acknowledge 
pressed. 1 have always that he was either 
been opposed to a 1 ''^^ge|gemro*^g|em 
ond elective Chain' 

id I am so still, fiand I am so still, from 
the conviction that two 
elective Houses are in
consistent with the

statesman or patriot, 
end now they keep out 
ot slept the well-known 
fact that Mr. Brown 
did not believe a sec
ond Chamber either

meet
the change when ■■ 
Council was made elect
ive, but I have lived to 
see a vast majority of 
those who did the deed 
wish it had net been

but oae Chamber in 
Ontario, ahd that it 
was only when he 
failed to impress this 
view on the represent
atives at the other 
provinces that he fa- 

the creation of a 
nominative Senate, 
When the experiment 
Of an irresponsible Sen
ate was fairly and fully 
tried, Mr. Brown, as his 

f , friends well know, So-
caras convinced I 
n Senate 
Should be 
responsible!

Nobody fi “ extolling ” Mr. Brown now very 
particularly ; his great forte is that be has 
left no one in the Globe to in any way re
semble him in ability. Ift. Brown laughed 
gk those who wanted to alter the Senate. 
And Mr. Brown "became himself a Senator,

quest ten veara of Ont ascendancy have been 
«27,261,827. including «7,676.829 from the 
Grown Land Department. The expenditure 
for the same period has been $30,511,244, 
showing a deficit of «3,249,417, an average 
of «324,941 a year. We contend that the 
receipts from the Crown Lend Department 
should not have been considered part of the 
yearly income or treated as such ; they are 
indisputably exhaustible, and the time'is at 
band when they must cease. Tbe receipts 
from Crown lands are rapidly diminishing.

TBE ESTIMATE ‘

it that our forests will be wholly destroyed 
In the course of ten years by the lumbermen, 
if thin destruction is not hastened by devas
tating fires. No heed of this ia taken by 
Mr. Mowat : " Après moi le deluge ’’ is his 
motto. Meanwhile, his followers- must be 
fattened upon the rapidly diminishing stores. 
If the receipt* of the Crown lands 
bed been held ps capital, and Sand- 
field's surplus and trust funds had
been kept intact, the following desirable 
result would have been attained The 
amounts tamed over by Sandfield being «3,- 
811,863 and «2,699,407, in nil «6,511,270, 
would have yielded (assuming the special 
deposits to bave drawn 5 per cent, interest) 
«340,144 yearly income. The receipts from 
Crown lands aeoennt fine* 1871 have been 
«7,676,829 ; deducting expenses, «1,271,729, 
tbev would have formed a fund of $6,305,100, 
exclusive of interest, yielding, at 6 per cent, 
interest, «316,250, and we now would have 
had a total oapital of «12,814.370, 
giving ue «646,394 a year. That sum 
added to the yearly receipts from sources 
exclusive of the Crown Lands Department 
would have been ample with proper economy 
to instate the expenditure of the province, or 
aid inch public enterprises as wer* deserving, 
and keep us out of danger of incurring de- 

" r of being reduced to the alternative— 
if tbe policy of tbe present Adminie- 

1 tbe province continues is near at 
throwing some of its burthens upon 

the municipalities and counties, or of im
posing direct taxation. The whole of Sand- 
field’s savings seem to have been dissipated 
with the reckless prodigality which charabter- 
ixes a spendthrift heir when he’oomes into 
possession of the boards that have been 
accumulated by the thrift of those who** 
property he has iaherited. The

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF ME. WOOD 
for the yea*ending January 1st, 1882, claim
ed an available »urpla« of «4,509.691. The 
announcement was received with loud cheers 
by bis supporters. For the year 1882 be esti
mated the revenue would be «8,848,960, and 
that it would exceed the estimated expendi
ture by «520,615, which would show that the 
expenditure of the year just past, in order to 
produce this result, should have been only 
«2,321,445. The budget speech ef this year 
shows that the receiptswere «2,88(7,066, being 
about $31; 100 more than the estimate ; but 
the astounding fast is disclosed that the ex
penditure, instead «if .being «2,321,445, was 
«2,919,133, or «597,688 more than (the esti
mates, and involved, a deficit of «39,067 on the 
year’s transactions, instead of an exigeas of 
«520,515. But Mr. Wood was eqiwltathe 
occasion. In his last budget speech lie states 
that the surplus which was $4,609,591 on 
1st January, 1882, was «4,825,686 on the 1st 
January, 1883, and that therefore the 
deficit of $39,067 had produced an 
addition to the surplus of- «315,995. I shall 
consider the items farngto this surplus 
presently, bat 1 must nmF commend this 
problem to the careful consideration of the 
king of deficits, the late Finance Minister of 
the Dominion. The Treasurer will claim per
haps that the additional expenditure waa for 
“ fixed chargea but we contend that there 
is hut one way to make a fair exposition of 
the provincial finances, and that is, place the 

fairly and clearly in theeeti-
______É............. ..
> whole 
1 yet tehee

*4r. The receipt* from Crown lands for 
year 1882 were unprecedentedly large, 

ugh they all went into the common bop-

dget speech, refers to our contention that 
Crown lands should be treated u capital, 
end says “ It ia true that for two or three 
year» we have trenched somewhat en the 
re venae ef the Crown Lends Department" 
“Trenched somewhat" ia a very mischievous 
uggestio falsi, where the whole revenue has 

been spent. The question at once arises, 
What will be the position of Ontario finan
cially whenever, prior to the exhaustion of 
her domain, any accident, depression io beei- 
ness, or other cause will deprive the province 
of an item whien last year waa more “mp 
one-third of her receipts, and when in the 
near future, say eight years, the whole do
main has been squandered ? Mr. Mowat and 
his friends have committed themselves to a 
policy which it may be said it will De impos
sible for them to reverse. They have around 
them many paid officials, to part with Whom 
would ba speedy political destruction. They 
are carrying on enormous expenditures of a 
charaeotnthat tanna» easily be investigated, 
mnoh of* without the possibility of the nlnal 
checked** Parliamentary, Committees. The 
items ohmvri expenditure end legislation era 
«352, U71 «282,900 is spent-tor tbe administra
tion of justice, notwithstanding the salarie» of 
the judges are ehiefiy paid by the Dominion 
Government The expenditure under the 
bend of education for 1882 is stated to be 
$510,364, bat it bee net suited the Govern-

___ __ _ Govern
ment, and amounted to «20,725 in 1$81. The 
total, therefore, of the expenditure under 
the head of education last year was $531,089. 
The outlay the previous year was about the 
same, and but $337,966 of the amount went 
direct to the snppqrt of schools, namely, t4 
Public Schools, «225,938 ; Separate Schools, 
«14,069 ; Poor School, «13,500 -, High School, 
«84,469 ont of the residue—nearly «200,000.
It is believed much saving can be effected 
without impairing the efficiency of the system, 
and the Opposition contend that the whole de
partment snonld be again in charge of a super
intendent who is nota Minister 01 the Grown. 
The expenditure for the maintenance of 
asylums, prisons, Ac., in 1871 was «171,423 ; 
in 1882 it reached the enormous snm of 
«610,000. Without questioning the merit of 
many ot these institutions, it must be borne 
in mind that the province cannot 
carry without direct taxation greater 
hardens even in this direction than her reve
nues will justly authorize, and nothing could 
be more disastrous than for any necessity to 
arise by which the maintenanoe of the great 
charities’of Ontario should depend upon the 
assessor and the tax-gatherer. That this neces
sity.three tens us now, mast be apparent to 
every unprejudiced observer. Although the 
expenuiture for public buildings has very 
largely declined, viz., from $430,620in Band- 
field’s last year, to $128,491 te 1882, th# 
general expenditure is alarmingly on the in
crease. The Globe has already foreshadowed 
a period when

SOME OTHER MEANS MUSTEK FOUND
to maintain the public expenditure than its 
receipts from inch sources as it now com
mands. Direct taxation was distinctly re
ferred to by Mr. Blake at a picnic te South 
Wentworth, which waa held about tbe time 
when he succeeded Mr. Burke m West Dur
ham. It was the logical sequence of hit attack 
upon the Dominion system of raising revenues. 
The position of the leaders of the Opposition 
towards the National Policy commits them 
unavoidably to the principle of direct taxa
tion. Mr. Wood, in hie last budget speech, 
indicated something of the same kind in regard 
to relieving the treasury by redacingtheamount 
of expenditure for the administration of jus
tice. He is reported to have said, I myself 
at one time thought,' and I do not 
aay I have changed my mind par
ticularly, that the cost of this branch of 

-Am>—mist .aa fane ' ~
of criminal witnesses w__ __ 
counties. ” In a country constituted like 
ours, without machinery which has been 
long in use, and thoroughly systematized, as 
is tbe case in England, which ia as nearly 
equitable as possible in the assessment of 
any tax that may bp levied, it will be found 
that if a resort to.direct taxation is made 
necessary the great weight will fell upon reel, 
property as being more easily found, while 
personal property u in tangible .for tbe moat 
part, and can be «onoealed. It is for tha 
fanners of Ontario gravely to consider tha 
oriais which we are rapidly approaching. 
My opinions on this subject have been stated 
at public meeting», and they have been 
strongly corroborated by a report of the tax 
commissioners of the State of New York 
published last month. That State le Vies a 
small direct tax. The commissioners report 
that their investigation» led them to the 
conclusion that the ratio of tax between 
real and personal property is as 70 to fO. 
Real estate thus pays more than twice its 
equitable share of the burden. Great credit 
has been claimed by the Mowat Administra
tion for its liberality te distributing the 
moneys accruing out of the Municipal Loan 
Fund settlement under the Act of 1873. They 
claim to have paid to the unindebted munici
palities sums amounting to «3.100,000, and 
they take credit to themselves for doing so, as 
it the money had been their own. The Globe 
states that the sum so paid amounted to 
«3,389,820, bat by the statutes it appears 
that it ia «3.119,235. It. however, has not 
been mentioned that the indebted municipali
ties had to contribute towards that sum 
«2,234,340, nor that the latter amount came 
into the treasury in municipal and county 
debentures at a time when owing to improvi
dent management the necessities of the 
treasury were so great that those debentures 
were sacrificed in "London By being

SOLD AT A DISCOUNT
ranging from 10 to 15 per cent, al
though they were secured by the mqj$ 
stringent provisions of provincial law, and 
were certified by the then Treasurer 

.to be correctly issued and felly secured by 
sued provisions. Had the finances of Ontario 
been properly administered, no better security 
could have been held bv the province than 
those debentures. Had the negotiations in 
regard to them been made with any part of 
the financial skill which has characterized the 
administration of the finances of the Dominion 
Government since 1878, there would not have 
been a loss, which may be estimated at over 
$200,000, attending their sale. They should 
either have been guaranteed by the province, 
which was morally bound to protect tha 
holders in case of default, or held in our own 
treasury as au investment bearing 6 per cent, 
interest, which was seen red beyond question, 
and would be paid off at par. Great stress 
has been laid upon the statement that the 
Opposition in the Local House ban virtually 
accepted the present position by not con
stant! y challenging the items of -public ex
penditure. in this respect the Oppdsition 
are not blamnble because they do not chal
lenge separate items. A general pro
test against the Government policy 
is all that ia . necessary, and in a 
House constituted like the Ontario Legisla
ture, .which contained a domineering, im
patient, and overbearing majority of more 
than two tp one until the overthrow of the 
27th ef February, cloEer criticism waa ren
dered difficult if not impossible. Great com
plaint has constantly been made by the Oppo
sition of the manner in which the business of 
the Public Accounts Committee was con
ducted, of the constitution of that committee, 
and the delay in bringing down for discussion 
the public accounts. In answer to tbe charge 
of delay, the Globe in the last campaign as
serted that great delays also constantly oc
curred in bringing down the public accounts 
by the present Administration of the Do
minion. While one may say that two wrongs 
do not make a right, one may also say.that in 
this case the two wrongs do not exist The 
public accounts of the Dominion are laid noon 
the table almost simultaneously with the as- 
eembling of Parliament Mr. Young, tha> 
financial luminary utd the treasurer of the 
Mowat Government, even suggested that it 
would be better to hâve them dis
tributed aquae time before the meeting 
of Parliament It ia true that the fiscal

Cof Ontario ends on the Slat of December, 
there is no necessity for calling the

together until the 
. „ and the responsibility of 1 

them ready at the opening of the L. 
must rest on the Government of , 
When they two presented they are 

EOT ALWAYS ACCURATE 
i*OT trustworthy. In the account: 

(nee Sessional Paper No. 16, 
an important error occurs in the fa 
Ciwl Government, stated «154,296.8 

’ be «176,297.99; on page 248. edneat 
«529,097.24, shouljbe«500,166.18;.| 
expenditure of 1879 is given as «2,1 
end it n«oold be «2,919,783.21. Tl 
are clerical error* will probably be ol 
I discovered them accidentally in at] 
to compare tbe expenditure ot twof 
have not added up other column 
public accounts, but certainly this < 
is not calculated to inspire . 
their accuracy. When 1 bad the | 
of meeting Mr. Mowat at 
in November I pointed ont 
He endeavoured to break tbe fo 
statement by saying that I had ! 
figures from The Mail. 1 told J 
anticipating that objection, I had 1
pages of the publie accounts, ir_
nad taken the figures, and exhib 
there, somewhat to his surprise, 
to the unconcealed consternât;. 
Coekbum, M.P. Mr. Meredith 
session was compelled towards
ask Mr. Mowat whether be i_
bring down tbe publie accounts in] 
investigation during the session, 
were given for inspection of 
revelations concerning the exp 
public money on colonization rot 
without tender, and other devit 
warding faithful adherents would ] 
be made which would have a sain 
upon the public mind, and sh 
most prejudiced follower of the 
ministration that a little healthy 
would be the best thing that could 1 
kirn and his friends in the financial] 
.pf the province.

I have referred to
MB. WOOD’S EXTRAORDINARY : 

on the financial trapeze of 
from a surplus of $4,509,591 in 188$ 
«4,825,586 in 1883,- with a deficit on 
of $39,067. After such an exploit] 
well to retire amid the plandin 
claqueurs. Prudent men admire th] 
but condemn the ink. It now 
be seen of what this splendid surpl] 
posed, and hew much of it could | 
upon to meet general expenditure 1 
liabilities. The items given by 
are :—
L Dominion 5 per cent, bonds............
2. Drainage debentures at 5 per cent."!
3. Municipal rout charges.................. 1
4. Value of Dominion library share.
5. Dae on account Municipal Loan

Fund...... .................................... .
6. Due from Mechanics’ Institute.. ..
7. Sales of Mimico lots......................... !
8. Bank deposits....’.................

To those he adds the trust funds! 
foe special purposes before Confylel 
included in Sandfield’* surplus, s~‘ 
ing in 1871, as before stated, to 
Tney are aa follows :—

I87L
19, C. Gram

mar School
10. U^cSuiid^ 312-768 « 5117«

AngFund.... 1,472^61 
U. Shave of Com

mon School 
Fund,,,......  014.247

1883.

1.(72,381 j

He adds a local 
ment fond...,

$2,699,407 *2.676,300 
improve

... $ 121,635

Total assets.........................
Item No. 1 can be turned into 

probably can No. 2 with tbe 
guaranty. No. 3 is wholly ' unav 
9 is held in special trust and is 
available for teeir purposes. 1 
which must be increased under 
mcnto( accounts by the 
paid into tbe Ontario treasury 
federation on this account, W 
be taken from current funds 
up in the trusts. No. 10 
held upon special trusts. _ 
be disturbed until all the accot 
Canada ard closed, and neither 9 
can be counted as part of a surplus 
now be expended for general 
respect to the three last nameu , 
Wood, luhia budget apeech of 18S 
the Acts creating the trusta, but i 
to the.statqtes I find the referena 

From these figures It will be ea 
strated that the Mowat Governtw

ACCUMULATED NO SURPLUS WHlf 
“magnificent,’’ or otherwise :— 
They received from Sandfield (his 1
They also received funds that he held] 

trust...................
Total..........................................

They are not entitled to credit for tl 
library share, a claim which exis 

. before they came rote power, and 1 
not counted by. Sandfield. Theval

' $so.d®3vsr- e mi um of 1Ot $20 _ 
i Slock which _ 
eld andhandedov

. These items, the.__
---------d to Sand field’s or <:

L tooted from Wood s. I add them..!

By Mr. Wood’s own figures he shoe 
surplus of................... I

He has therefore scent., 
on his own showing of the fund.

. from Sandfield, and every dollar! 
come into the treasury since ; not f 
but I have shown that he holds $2,0 
special trust and $327,324 as 
$3,003,884 mast therefore come ] 
present available fund, leaving 1 
816.291.

From this surplus must be ded 
large obligations which hare been i< 
the province for railway aid, and i 
been so mystified that an abstruse < 
is necessary in order to arrive at t 
It seems to be the aim of the Proviij 
surer to throw every possible difl 
way of arriving at the true 
matter.

It is, however, certain that 
authority of. legislative ena 
and 1879.

SCRIP CERTIFICATES 
have been issued signed by the l 
form prescribed in schedule A. 
of 1878, representing half-y 
meats extending over a 
years of the present value 
two millions of dqilars. To say I 
not liabilities, anu net to taxe : 
them in n statement purporting to j 
true state of the provincial fin 
he justified.

In addition to this an Act wss I 
1881 granting $2,850 a mile in aid’d 
tario and Snult Ste. Marie railwa 
railway is constructed the bonu. 
paid, and wiil amount to $855,000"] 

The entire surplus claimed by i 
will thus be found to be absorbed 
ties, and it is evident that a thd 
vestige tion of the fiscal accounts ia J 
mad vital importance. There is a 
disposition on the part of the Ont 
iatration to evade such an iav 
Commending tnese facta to the 
thooeht nl attention of proper! 
too province,

r- |;. your», tot.

Niagara, July 19.
J. B,

A young woman in Erie baa H 
brother’s Wife’s rather. By this* 
she becomes he? brother's mother 
thus the young men hsa hut one 1 
of two.

Dey after day the evidence i 
that the “ Myrtle Kavjtt is the 
vourite tobacco. 'Abe demand be
ing, and from eveey new circle of
who bare been in a need to try it t 
is emphatic in its favour. Its <
ties aiwa
made. These qualities will be' 

ir full standard by the m 
It is to these qualities and 

i df the price that tfiey 
ossa. To $he i

gUèLÊ)


