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foewily «bu I knew before. Uni the French police is the 
eery wont in ell Europe.”—Tine.

The leleel «credited rumours concerning the new •• re- 
prr»e,»em»s«r«” no. i, p«foire that ibejeorLl. will 
he furnished with s list of eeri.in subject, .bool which the» 
most not write it ell, end that . law will be asked for em
powering the goserument to imprison any person whateeer 
for a year without bringing him to trial. These measures 
are, boweser, considered eery impolitic by many of the Em 
peror 8 adviser», because, while the announcement of them 
would cause great irritation, they would nut in reality add 
anything to the power which the government has already 
been in the habit of esereiaing. It has long been customary 
to send home office runners around to the journal* |h tell 
them what they may and what they may not say ; and the 
hint, although of no legal efficacy, was always acted upon, 
because the editors knew that matter for a •* warning” can 
always be found m every number. Again, any man may be 
arrested and be detained in prison an unlimited time without 
redress. There is no machinery for hastening his trial nor 
for inquiring into the cause of his detention after his dis
charge. Several commissions of inquiry have been sei 
the departments.

NAPLES.
The eldest son of King Ferdinand of Naples was to hive 

been married to a Bavarian Princess. It appears, however, 
that the royal family of Bavaria, knowing that the heir to the 
throne of Naples has been educated more like a priest than 
like a Prince, desired that he might before his marriage per
form a tour and see something of the world, and that on 
these representations being made to Ferdinand II., he decid
ed to break off the proposed alliance.

It realty would seem that the King and Government 
systematically prevented the sufferers from the earthquake 
from receiving assistance ; Le Sure della Carila having 
asked permission of Government to go to Bssilicaia and the 
Piineipata-Citra, to assist the sick people, their offer has 
been rejected. The garrison at Nocera, in the province ot 
Salerno, in which there are many soldiers belonging to the 
damaged provinces, made a unanimous petition to the Com
mander-General Scotti Douglas, to let them go instantly, and 
help their relations, and friends, and countrymen. Many 
having obtained leave went off. but the King having heard 
of his praiseworthy resolution immediately made out an order 
of the day, dated the 20th December, and signed by his se
cretary, Major Severint, from Gaels, in which his Majesty 
expressed himself as beyond measure scandalized and sur
prised on hearing that the garrison of Noceta took such an 
initiative concerning matters of no importance to them, and 
highly reproved such conduct.

f* is nearly certain shoot 40,000 victims is the result of the 
earthquakes. In Basilicata hundreds hsve perished from 
hunger and from lock-jaw. Two other shocks, rather severe 
ones, happened in Calabria, and one near St Germane, an-I 
nounced by a rumbling noise, but causing no damage. The 
Pope has given 30(H) ducats for the unfortunate of the earth
quake ; and the club of the horse-races, at the head of which 
is the Conte d’Aquili, gave the sum of 2000 ducats that was 
to have been spent for the next spring meeting. Thi sum 
subscribed by the English here is about £1000. After much 
discussion it was settled that Dr. Strings and two other 
English gentlemen (residents) should go to distribute the 
money themselves, instead of giving it into the hands of 
government. Nothing positive can be said as regards the 
probable fate of the two English prisoners, Wall and Park, 
belonging to the Cagliari ; but 1 hear that the same Procura- 
tore-Generale, Signor Paoifico, was called by the King, who 
told him that he was to make out the two British prisoners 
guilty. But the said Paoifioo answered that, there being no 
paperaor proofs against them, they will be declared innocent; 
the King replied, “ No matter : when they shall be con
demned 1 will grant a pardon.” In accordance withall this, the 
royalists here say that these two prisoners will be condemn
ed in some way, but the clemency of the King fara grazia ; 
thus having an opportunity of paying a compliment to Eng
land.

CHINA.
The Time* say* that Lord Elgin’s ultimatum was studi

ously moderate ; it demands only the execution of the treaty 
of 1842. This treaty stipulated that free access should he 
oiven to the five cities which were opened to foreign trade. 
The terms of it have been carried out at Shanghai and the 
northern ports, but not at Canton. The answer of Yeli war 
what might have been expected. A few days before, Mr. 
Reed, the American commissioner, had solicited an inter
view in the city. Yeh had returned for answer that he 
would meet him outside the city, but that no barbarian 
should set foot within the limits of Canton. To the British 
commissioner the governor was even more abrupt. Both 
the British and French authorities had determined to proceed 
to extremities ; and on the 16th. the day the mail left, the 
island of Honan, opposite Canton, was occupied by two bat
talions of Britigh marines and 150 French sailors. The at
tack on Canton was to be made simultaneously by the force 
of the two nations. It is quite possible that the capture of 
Canton will only be followed by some sententious proclama
tion, commanding the destruction of the barbarians, or for
bidding communication with them. Should such a retail* 
lion be resolved on, and British vessels be driven from the 
Chinese ports, it would then become necessary to commence 
hostilities on a more extended scale. At Amoy Shanghai, 
Foo-Chow, onr traders and their families are at the mercy of 
any sodden outbreak.

copied the seels prepared for the occasion, and the great
er part of whom ware in the bloom of youth, were all in 
fall Court dress, and the daxxling effect of their jewels 
and feathers, their alike and laces, but above ell, their 
natural charma, may easily be imagined. They rose as 
each procession pieced before them and did homage to it 
by a deep obeisance, whieh was graciously acknowledged 
by Her Majesty and the other principal personages.

Most of the gentlemen present wore a military otr a 
naval uniform, and the flashing of swbrds and the glitter 
of gold lace added yet another feature of brilliancy to the 
scene. -At the top of the great staircase leading to the 
Color Court were the initials of tho bride and bridegroom, 
formed of white flowers upon a background or evergreens, 
plaited so as to compose a rich natural tapestry,'"the

$t)e protector fc<6bri9timi tiJitncss

THE PRINCESS ROYAL 8 MARRIAGE.
The marriage of the Princess Royal to Prince Fredericj 

William of Prussia, was celebrated on, the 85thZult, in tho 
chapel of St. James’ Palaee, with all the splendour of modern 
state ceremonial. The English papers are filled with the 
details of the happy event. The Time* devoiee sixteen col
umns to the subject. It says :—

The day was even more generally kept is a holiday by all 
classes in the metropolis than had been expected, and the 
crowds collected in the Park and the vicinity of the Palace 
was immense, though the place did not aHnw of much out 
door pageantry. A transient glimpse of the Royal party and 
foreign guests was all that could be obtained, yet the event 
excited interest enough to keep those thousands together for 
many hours. It was a good and hearty popular feeling, and 
the unmistakable manner in which it was displayed must 
have been very gratifying.

Among those who attended the ceremony were representa
tives of an event past, and those in whom repose the hopes of 
the future. By the side of the young Princess was Leopold of 
Belgium, with hie spare and wirv form, and historical figure, 
whom time has lightly touched. Did nut his thoughts go back 
forty years, to another scene, with what changes and chances 
*ince ? A few steps in advance of our Queen walked Lord 
Palmerston, bearing the sword of state, and looking quite 
able to do much more with the emblematic weapon than 
carry it, if need were ; he also can recur to political and 
official memories of nearly two generations. These are the 
veterans who connect the present with the past : but, on the 
whole, the chief characteristic of the scene was the youth of 
the principal persona in it. The august parents of the bride 
are still in the noon of life ; the princely bridegroom has just 
arrived at manhood, and his beautiful and royal bride is in 
the very bloom of youth. There was something even touch
ing in the glance she threw around her as she passed, so 
confiding incite simple hopefulness ; many a heart whisper
ed, God bless her ! and long defer the day when the fair 
young brow will have to bear the weight of a crown !

Although the morning was raw and co'd, the crowd be
gan to gather at a very early hour : every moment added to 
its number, and in an incredibly short time the spaee between 
Buckingham Palace and St. James’s, with the exception of 
the avenue reserved for the passage of the royal carriages,was 
completely filled. Towards noon, when the royal party were 
expected to leave Buckingham Palace, the concourse of 
spectators was immense. The route to be followed by the 
royal party was kept by a detachment of the Life Guards, 
aided by a numerous body of police, and although their tem- 

I occasionally sorely tried, they contrived to maintain 
e order. Shortly before noon, the bridal procession 

gham Palace. It consisted of upwards of twenty

the Princess of Prussia, the Duke of Saxe 
‘rinces Frederick Charles, Frederick Albert, 

Adalbert of Prussia, the Prince of Hohenzollero-Sig- 
riogen, the Duke of Brabant, the Count of Flanders, and 

their respective suites io coaches drawn each by two horses. 
After a short interval followed the bridegroom in a state 

horses. His Royal Highness was 
! of Life Guards, and attended by 

His reception bv the multitude

landings of the ■ taire were immense draped______ ,
which reflected and multiplied the processions as they 
passed, still further increasing the magnificence of the 
spectacle.

The bride, it is stated, appeared to great advantage. 
Her dress was in such good taste, that onr contemporary 
says. “ It is difficult to remark anything, save that it is 
exquisitely becoming, beautiful, and white. In foot, its 
unity onljr tecalls to mind the belle of the French court, 
who is said to dress with such a perfection of good taste 
that one can never observe what she wears.”

As the bride passes up to the altar, she stops and makes 
a deep reverence to her mother, though with evident agi. 
tat ton, and her face flashes lik% crimson ; then, again 
turning, she renders the same homage to the Prince of 
Prussia Ab she does so, the bridegroom elect advances, 
and kneeling on one knee, presses her hand with an ex
pression of fervent admiration that moved the august 
audience. Taking their places then at the altar, and 
with their illustrions relatives standing around in a group 
of unequalled brilliancy, the service commenced with the 
chorate, which peals through the little building with the 
most solemn effect.

After the ceremony the royal party returned to Buck
ingham Palace, amid the greetings of upwards of 200,000 
spectators.

The bridal gifts were of the most costly description ; 
but conspicuous among the piles of jewellery and plate, 
was a-large edition of the sacred volume—a Bible, bound 
in the most costly and gorgeous style. On the fly-leaf is 
inscribed—

The Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
to her Royal Highness the Princess Royal, on the occasion 
of her marriage, with sincere prayers to Almighty God 
for her happiness in time and eternity.

January, 1858. Sbaitxsbury, President.
The reception of the Prince and Princess Frederick 

William at Berlin promises to be most enthusiastic. The 
various trades’ companies, numbering about 22,000 men, 
will form a double line along the route of the Royal party. 
No less than forty-two bands of music have been provid
ed. But the greatest effort of all has been tho prepara
tion of the emblems of the trades. Toward the produc
tion of these articles the musters give the material, and 
the men tho labor. Some idea of the extent to which this 
idea is carried out may be formed from the fact that the 
machinists are getting up a locomotive ; the railway 
carriage builders are turning out a railway carriage; and 
the goldsmiths and jewellers are embroidering a flag with 
gold and diamonds that will have cost 12,000 thalers for 
ti e stones alone.

THE GREAT PROTESTANT MEETING.

On Friday night last, the 10th instant, according 
to announcement, a meeting of Protestants of all 
denominations was held in the Temperance Hall in 
this City. A vast assemblage filled the hall, thronged 
the doors and stairs, crowded the lower entrance, 
and many, unable to obtain admission, stood eagerly 
listening outside. The platform was occupied by 
nine Ministers of various denominations, and several 
laymen. A greater number of ministers would have 
been present but for the shortness of the notice, oc
casioned by the Unavoidable postponement of the 
meeting. One individual, the Rev. Mr. Cotton, to 
testify his seal for Protestantism, left hi» distant home 
on receiving the notice, but could not reach the city 
before Saturday morning. The Chair was ably filled 
by Lieut.-Colonel Gray. The meeting was all that 
could be desired—peaceful yet enthusiastic, tempe
rate yet determined. The great subjects—the re
ligious instruction of the young, the resistance to 
Popish aggression, and the enjoyment of our rights 
as subjects of the British empire, were satisfactorily 
handled. While the remarks of all the Speakers Were 
good, the speeches of several were animated and 
powerful, and were loudly applauded by the audience. 
For nearly four hours the attention and interest never 
seemed to flag, although many were compelled to 
stand all that time. Such meetings, when properly 
conducted, are beneficial, if not indispensable, to 
the continued prosperity of this Island. They dis
play the oneness of Protestants—they expose the de 
ceitful policy of Rome—they condemn the trucklinj 
of party-politicians to her ambitious schemes, an 
they publicly proclaim the determination of the people 
to maintain unimpaired all their civil and religious 
rights. As many in the country will be anxious to 
read what they were not privileged to hear, we will 
publish all the speeches that can be obtained. To
day the one-half shall appear—the remainder next 
week. After singing a few verses, and the offering 
up of prayer by the Rev. R. S. Patterson, the 
Chairman spoke as follows:—

»
Ladies and Gentlemen,—We have met here this even 

ing, for the purpose of discussing, among other points 
connected with Education generally, what i am sure you 
agree with me, is the all important one, viz., whether 
our children shall be instructed in the Holy Scriptures 
or otherwise, and although your earnest prayers to this 
intent embodied in the Petitions to the Hon. the House 
of Assembly last year, have been rejected—and I am 
not over sanguine as to the result of similar efforts this 

I i

the Ufo, will make the possessor happy and contented, i 
him for hit several duties in life, and prepare hie soul fo
a habitation beyond the tomb.

On a platform of Christian liberty,—a platform wher 
words or trath and soberness will, I trust, be uttered by 
those that follow me,—o» such a platform, surrounded by 
my Protestant brethren, both lay and clerical, of different 
denominations and from diffèrent sections of the Christian 
church, I take my stand ; and from it I trust I shall say 
nothing contrary to the spirit of a Christian minister, or 
nothing unbecoming the character of a sound-hearted 
ProteeUnt, who is loyal to his sovereign, respectful to the 
powers that be, a lover of bis country, and a friend to all 
mankind. The resolution whieh I hold in my hand de
clares that there is a unity among the great mass of Pro
testants in the fundamental articles of belief, and that 
this meeting is grateful to God for this unity. You are 
doubtless aware, Mr. Chairman, that from the primitive 
times the principles, or grand leading truths of Protest
antism, have^ ever been one ; — it matters not by what 
names Christian churches were anciently called—whether 
Neetoriane, or Wnldenshme, or Armenians, or Syrians— 
they all had one common origin, one common faith. They 
mav bave differed in discipline and church government, 
and on minor points of doctrine ; but they were one in 
the great leading truths of Christianity—one in their pro
fession of faith to Christ Jesus—one in their renunciation 
of sin and every evil work, and one in their advocacy of 
the necessity of a change of heart and a life of holiness 
ere any could secure the blessings of the redeemed above 
or the joys of an eternal world.

The Reformers, also,—those leading stars and active 
agents of that glorious Reformation which eventually 
enlancipated a world that had tong lain in the darkness 
and shadow of death—had long groaned under the op
pressive burden of the numerous ntee and ceremonies of 
a fallen and corrupt church, and had long been enslaved 
by sin and under bondage to Satan ; these men of renown 
—men of unmistakeable piety and honesty of purpose, 
and the representatives of different Christian churches.— 
when they cast off those superstitions which were the 
growth or ages, and denied tho truth of those articles of 
faith which were imposed upon the church from time to

5 time ; these men, I say, who acted so noble and so decided 
a part in. the cause of God in their day, manifested in 
their various confessions of faith, and in their diffèrent 
formularies of Christian doctrine a wonderful agreement 
in tho fundamental articles of belief ;—they were one, 
because they drank from the same fountain, and imbibed 
their ideas from the same source — the written word of 
God. And, advancing onward in the stream of time, as 
we come down to our day and generation, we are enabled 
to say—Blessed be God, Protestantism is one ; blessed is 
that nation, and people, and kingdom who know its doc
trines and practice its precepts—which are all drawn from, 
and are based entirely on the word of the Most High. 
Protestantism, I say, in our day, us well as in tho days of 
the Reformers, is one,—not that tpuriout thing which some 
put on and off as easily as they do the hat that covers 
their heads ; not that political thing which takes its com
plexion from the views and wishes of those whose votes 
and interest they wish to secure, in order to obtain power 
and feather their own nests ; not that unsanctificd thin] 
which says—Am I my brother’s keeper?—what care
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ABSTRACT FISHERY RESERVE BILL.*
I'l'he first Clause of the Preamble sets forth, that in the] 

[Original Grants, a reservation is made and contained of 
certain Tracts of Land on the coast thereof, by tho following 
words, or words to the like effect, that is to say:—“ And 
further saving and reserving for the disposal of ilis Majes-I 
ty. Hie Ifeirs and Successors, Five hundred feet from High- 
water-mark on the coast ofihe tract of land hereby granted, 
to erect stages and other necessary buildings for carrying 
on the Fisheries,” which Tracts of Land so reserved on the 
coast tiro generally known as Fishery Reserves, and are so 
[denominated, and us such referred to. in this Act.
■ The Second Clause of the Preamble sets fiftth, that Pro-1 
[prietors and others owning or claiming to own lands ud-l 
joining said Fishery Reserves have, in many instances.made] 
land granted Leases of said Fishery Reserves, or of certain j 
parts or portions thereof, to their Tenants or Lessees, by I 
comprising in such Leases the said Fishery Reserves, or] 
certain portions thereof, with tho adjoining Lands owned orj 
claimed to be owned by them as aforesaid, and thereby 
[exact rent for the samo; and that it is expedient that all I 
persons (unless permitted or licensed by tho Government so 

I to do) should bo debarred from claiming Rent for, or other
wise interfering with said Fishery Reserves.

The first enacting Clause provides, that from and after 
the passing of the Act, it shall he unlawful for any person 
or persons whomsoever (other than the Government of the 
Island, or the Agent or Appointee of said Government, or 
other person, licensed, or permitted so to do by the said 
Government), by or under colour or pretence of any Lease, 
writing or agreement, or of any covenant, clause, matter or 
thing therein contained, or otherwise howsoever to enter 
into or upon or take possession of, or to bring any Action 
of ejectment or other suit or proceeding in any Courts of 
Law or Equity for the recovery of, or to ask, demand, sue I 
for, recover, or receive, any rent, issue or profit due or] 
hereafter to accrue due for or on account of such Fishery! 
Reserves Land; and the Tenant, Lessee or Occupier of such 
Fishery Reserves shall, by force and virtue of this Act bel 
fully and effectually to all intents and purposes, discharged 
from the payment of Rent, or other consideration therefor,! 
notwithstanding such Tenant, Lessee, or Occupier may 
have entered into Leases and Agreements to pay Rent for 
the eame. either separately or in conjunction with, or as 
part of the Land not being Fishery Reserves. And if on 
the trial of any action for Rent the Defendant or Defendants 
shall prove that all the Rents for which such action shall 
upon such trial appear to have been brought, has been paid 
or satisfied .except such portion thereof as may have accrued 
due in respect of land being Fishery Reserves, then such 
Defendant or Defendants ntny give the eame and this Act 
in evidence under the General Issue, and the same shall in 
such case be held a sufficient answer in any Court of this 
Island to entitle such Defendant ot Defendants to a verdict 
in his or their favour; and the said Court shall tax to the] 
said Defendant or Defendants such costs as are usually taxed I 
when a verdict is given for the Defendant in said Court; 
provided always that nothing herein contained shall extend 
or be construed to extend to any suit or suite, action or 
actions, now instituted or pending in any Court of this 
Island.

The second enacting Clause provides that the amount of 
Rant reserved in any such Lease or Agreement as aforesaid, 
or for which any Tenant, Lessee, or Occupier may have 
rendered himself liable, shall be reduced in proportion to 
the number of acres of snob land claimed or adjudged to bc| 
[Fishing Reserves; and the Landlord or Lessor shall onlyj 
jbe entitled to recover and receive a just proportion of the[ 
[entire rent so reserved as aforesaid, according to the quan
tity of land comprised in such Lease or Agreement, or held | 
by such Tenant or Lessee, after deducting the quantity or 
number of acres found to be Fishing Reserves, from the 
[whole quantity or number of acres originally held, set, or 
demised under Lease, Agreement, or otherwise; and, on the 
trial of any action or proceeding in any Court of Law or 
Equity in this Island, the Certificate of a Sworn Surveyor 
shall bo sufficient prima-facie evidence of tho quantity or 
number of acres or Land held or claimed by any Tenant or 
Lessee as Fishery Reserves.

The third enacting Clause provides, That no Tenant, or 
_3ssee, or other person, shall, by availing himself of, or 
claiming protection under the provision of this Aot.be con
sidered or held, to dispute, or impugn his Landlord's or 
Lessees Title to any Lunds not being Fishery Reserves; nor 
shall any thing done by virtue, or under or By virtue of any 
clause, matter, or thing herein contained, be construed to 
vacate, make void, or render liable to forfeiture any Lease 
or Agreement of Lands, or the title, interest, or possession 
of any Tenant, Lessee, or other person in or to any Land 
not being Fishery Reserves, but leaied or held in conjunc
tion with or as a part of other Lands, being or'olaimed to 
be Fishery Reserves.

The fourth enacting Clause provides that, if any action, 
wherein the provision of this Act may be used ns a De- 
fenoe, or may otherwise be set up or come in question, the 
same may be given in evidence under The Plea of the Gene
ral Issue in Debt, Covenant, or any other form of action, as 
the case may be, or may he specially pleaded and given in 
evidence under such Special Plea of the Action ol the 
setting up or seeking to avail himself of the same,

Tho fifth enacting Clause provides, That nothing in this 
or any other Act of the General Assembly of this Island 
contained, shall be held or construed to divest the Govern 
ment of this Island of the right of leasing the said Fishery 
Reserves Land, or any part or portion thereof, as of the sole 
control or management of tho «nine, or of the rente, issues, 
and profits arising therefrom.

And the last enacting Clause provides, That the Aet shall 
not go into force or operation until Her Majesty’s assent 
thereto shall he known, and notification thereof published

-yet 1 would say lot us persevere, and we may 
rest assured the good time is coming when we will have 
justice done us ; for it is with utter amazement I ask the 
men of this Island calling themselves freemen, and form
ing the vast majority of its population, are they longer 
going to permit such an anomaly as that their children 
are to be denied instruction in what they as protestants 
believe to be the fundamental rules by which we may 
~*kin eternal life. Why should we bo worse off than our 

)man Catholic brethren in this respect ? we do not seek 
to interfere with their mode of instruction, why thon 
should we got have equal rights ? Ladies and Gentle
men,—the age of narrow prejudice and sectarian bigotry 
is passed away, and I have good grounds for saying that 
when the men of P. E. Island are next called upon to 
choose the representatives into whose hands they commit 
their dearest interests—there will he found many liberal 
and enlightened Roman Catholi is ready and willing to 
support us in obtaining what we wish for. Ladies and 
Gentlemen,—I am not suspicious of my Roman Catholic 
brethren, and if I were seeking favors from them, I 
would sooner go before them with clean hands unstained 
by treachery to my own cause, neither swerving to the 
right hand nor to the left, in conscious integrity, and jet 
opposed to them on certain points —than I would soek 
their suffrages as a man whoso consoionco had ever been

6m I my brother’s keeper?—what care I 
what any man is, be he heathen or idolater Î—and con
ceives that all religions are equally good, and that it mat
ters not what a man professes, provided he is sincere ; 
not that fiery thing whieh, while declaiming against the 
usurpations of others, would lord it over the consciences 
of men and make a brother an offender for a word ; hut 
that sober and rational thing, which gives to every man the 
right of private judgment, and allows to every individual 
the rjght to think and act for himself and to worship God 
according to the dictates of reason and conscience, - -that 
spiritual embodiment of divine truth which is held by the 
living members of Christ’s church, scattered as they arc 
over the world, dwelling in different lands and in various 
climes. I know not what Protestantism is, Sir, if jt be 
not that which gives to every man tho fullest exercise of 
his liberty— consistent with the well-being of tho state 
and the rights of others—and which accords to every indi
vidual of Adam’s race the inalienable right to read for 
himself, from the Inspired volume of his Heavenly Father, 
all those laws and ordinances which teach him bis duty 
towards God and man. I know not what Protestantism 
is, if it be not the bulwark of a nation's liberties and the 
guardian of its rights,—if it bo not an invincible barrier 
to all oppression and tyranny, whether temporal or ecclesi
astical, and the basts of all that is pure in morals and 
sound in doctrine. There is, Ptr,—and l am' sure this 
audience^ will agree with me,—there is a unity of doctrine

iof itbought and sold, and yet prepared to go till lengths with 1 as regarde the'fundamental articïee of belief'' in the Pro- 
thera. Ladies and Gentlemen,—I could continue to testant church, and u unity of feeling and of action among
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ve utterance to the honest convictions of my heart, 
ith upon this subject, and that of much connected with 

the system of Education in this colony ; but as chairman 
it is not quite my province to do so, you will hear other 
speakers, and form your own conclusions—but there is a 
duty appertaining to the seat 1 hold, which [ will now 
endeavour to perform. Complaints have been made that 
at our former meeting this time last year, expressions 
were made use of calculated to give pain to our Roman 
Catholic brethren. Ladies and Gentlemen,—I have 
many friends who are Roman Catholics, tho companions 
of my youth, and my manhood ; we have stood together 
side by side, cheering and encouraging each other in 
times of peril, and I believe we shall carry to onr graves 
our mutual affection and regard. But to return to my 
own dear native land, one of the most affectionate friends 
of my childhood, my father’s dear and esteemed friend, 
was that excellent and upright man tho late Bishop 
MacEachern, the memory of whose piety, virtues, and 
Christian deportment, will for ever be enshrined in the 
records of the good men of this colony. I have therefore 
now earnestly to request those gentlemen who may ad 
dress you this evening, to confine themselves within the 
strictest bounds—although I am sure any expression 
unguardedly ottered in the heat of declamation, can 
scarcely by any possibility be construed into meaning 
any thing unkind or uncourteoua to that body among 
whom so many of us have respected friends.

The following Resolutions were then severally proposed 
and passed unanimously

1. Resolved, That this meeting grateful to God for the 
anity of Protestants in the fundamental articles of belief.

2. Resolved, That this meeting maintains that the Protestant 
Bible has not “a etuàied corrop-ion of texts,” is complete, and 
is not worthy of reprobation by any b >dy of men professing faith 
in Christ.

8. Resolved, That moral training from the Bible is indispensa
ble to the efficiency of the Normal School.

4. Resolved, That the present state of the Academy is not 
suited to the wants of this Island, and that a College established 
on proper principles would be welcomed by the people.

6. Resolved, That this meeting would hail with satLfiction a 
suitable reply to the litd‘ Romish manifesto, denouncing our Bi
ble in our common Schools.

6. Resolved, That this meeting pledges itself te use its utmost 
influence to relure sound Protestant and Bible-loving men at the 
ensuing General Election.

Rev. D. FitzGerald, in rising to move the 1st Resolu
tion, said :

Mr. Chairman,—It is with no ordinary feelings that 1 
rise on this occasion, before so large and respectable an 
assembly, to give expression to those sentiments which I 
hold in common with my follow Protestants in this city, 
and to manifest as for as in me lies that unity of spirit 
and of action which so happily prevails among us. Did 
I, Sir, oonsslt my own ease, or were 1 made of that mould 
which, through fear sf ridicule or of misrepresentation, 
would yield to the pressure from without, I might prefer 
being a listener to a speaker on the present occasion ; bat, 
Sir, when I conceive that it becomes Protestante of all 
denominations to be of one heart «nd of one mind, and to 
stand together as one man, unmoved by clamor or misre
presentation, in the advocacy of tbeir common and legiti
mate rights ; and when I consider that it becomes every 
wise man in oar community to be firm in bis perseverance 
after the accomplishment of that which is essential to the 
well being of all classes, ri 
in onr public schools from 
withhold my advocacy from, or refuse to help forward a 
movement which, while it still claims the exercise of our 
juit and lawful rights, dose not in the slightest degree 
"infringe upon the liberties or rights of others, or prevent 
them from exercising the same privileges which we claim 
for ourselves.

I did not come here, Sir, to advance the interests of any

its members in all that appertains to the exercise of their 
common rights and privileges ; we are one in the essen
tials of religion,—one in the honesi expression of our 
sentiments.—one in heart, to oppose any aggression upon 
our liberties, and one 4% all honesty of purpose to 
give to others the same rights which we legitimately and 

firmly de.temperately, yet 
to this audience, aud ask them : Are not Protestants—11 
mean those of the right stamp (that is, those who are| 
‘ lught of God and guided by his Spirit)—are they not one 

__i the essential articles of belief? Do they not all bow 
down and worship the one living and true God tho Father 
who hath made thorn, the Son who hath redeemed them, 
and the Holy Ghost who sanctifies them ? Do they not all 

I believe in that one sacrifice for sins which was offered up 
once for all on the cross of Calvary, in the person of the 
Lamb of God who takoth away the sin of the world ? Do 
they not all adopt one method whereby they can be justi
fied, accepted and saved, even faith in Christ Jesus -faith 
in his blood and righteousness? Do they not all seek the 
intercession of that one Mediator that is between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who ever liveth to make inter
cession for transgressors, and to bring einnefs unto God ? 
Do they not all admit tho necessity of being renewed in| 
the spirit of their minds by the agency of that one and the | 
self-same Spirit that proccedeth from the Father and the! 
Son, and who was sent into our world to convince us of 
sin, of righteousness and of judgment 7 Do they not all 
draw from the one fountain qf living waters, the word of 
God, wbich is a perfect and complete rule of faith and [■ 
practice, “ so tirot whatsoever is not read therein, nor| 
may bo proved thereby, is not to be required of uiyrman 
that it should be believed as an article of faith for be 
thought requisite or necessary to salvation ? D.) they! 

[not all acknowledge one spiritual and supreme Head of 
the Church, who is Lord and Head over all things, and in[ 

[all things hath the pre-omineuce. and who hath power in| 
[heaven above and in the earth beneath —even Jesus the 
beloved of the Father, full of grace and truth. Do they 
not all look forward to one home and habitation in heaven 
with their Saviour and his redeemed people, whore all 
their earthly labors will be over, and all their sorrows in 
the flesh will be brought to an end ? Assuredly, Sir, we1 
are one in all the fundamental articles of onr common | 
faith ; for which we have cause, abundant cause to thank 
God, who is the autlor and giver of every good and per
fect gift, and who inclinetb our hearts to receive within 
them the light of hie truth, and to “ contend earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to the saints ” If, then, we are 
one in doctrine, as regards essential things, let us be one 
jin spirit—one in Christian practice—one in every effort to 
do good to all without distinction of persons, and to give 
full proof by our walk and conversation that the religion 
which we profess and call Protestant is the “ more excellent 
way” so that we put to silence by our Christian conduct 
the ignorance of foolish men, and give no just occasion 
to any to speak reproachfully of our principles, or evil of 
the truth. That we maybe one in Christian practice as 
we are one in Christian doctrine, is the desire of him who 
now moves this resolution for the adoption of this meeting.

nand for ourselves. I appeal

^*2ïr
word of the Lord, they are actuated by love to God and 
compassion for souls. They know that the human heart 
can be influenced savingly by no power bat Hie who can 
torn the heart as the rivers of water ;—that men’s under
standing most be enlightened, and their judgment cor
rected, that, seeing for themselves, they may come to aet 
for themselves freely and in a rational manner. The word 
of God is adapted to all the powers of onr mind, and must 
be applied to them to effect this change. This is God’s 
work, in wbich men can only he the instruments. In these 
and kindred respects, Protestants are united. And we 
can point to Berlin, to the great Conference met there last 
harvest, as raising the stigma of reproach cast upon ns by 
our enemies because of our sectional divisions. These 
Christians met from all quarters of thê world—America, 
Australia, Asia, Africa, Europe, and Turkey and Russia 
—lately met on the field of battle. Viewing tbeir mutual 
pointe of agreement, rather than tbeir points of difference, 
they met to promote their common interests. Unity and 
diversity, there exhibited, only establishes the fact of the 
responsibility of each to God in the exercise of his individ
ual judgment It is the aim of popery to prevent such 
union. To prevent misunderstanding, let me observe that 
we love Romanists sincerely .and would promote tbeir high
est interests ; but we hate and oppose,and will ever oppose 
ti o system. We know many Romanists hate popery, as a 
system of God-dishonoring and sonl-ruioing idolatry, 
—many who would throw it off, if they could with safety 
to themselves. But there is a class whose interest it is to 
maintain this system, and we cannot so separate them 
from it,—I mean the priesthood of Rome. When the glo
rious principles of the Reformation gained the victory, 
and the arm of popish power could not longer use sword, 
fire and blood, it changed its tactics. The wily Jesuits 
adapted their modes of attack to the circumstances. I 
shall mention, however, but throe modes they adopted to 
regain tbeir power. They attacked one l»y one every sta
tute and clause of a statute that guarded the sacred prin
ciples for which our forefathers were burned at the stake, 
or shed their blood on the scaffold, and threw open such 
a door that, not many weeks since, they hove openly 
avowed, in London, their desire to sweep the Protestant 
Coronation Oath out of their way to the throne of our 
nation. They have found their way to the source» of 
instruction till, as 1 have heard it related, the Jesuits were 
boasting that they had their members preaching, as for as 
it could serve tbeir purposes, Protestant doctrines ia the 
pulpit of every denomination in Britain.—The result is 
too manifest. A third mode of attack is, to control, and 
so corrupt and destroy Education, and prepare the next 
generation to cast off their Protestant principles. We 
know too many are Protestant hot in name ; some are 
cold-hearted, and others pander to whatever may serve 
their selfish and carnal aims. This is to be regretted ; but 
wo have in a groat measure to thank popery for it. But 
there is cause for gratitude for ** the union of the great 
mass of Protestants;” and we rejoice in it/ Therein 
Protestant strength and union on this Island, that the 
most sanguine did not believe till the meeting of last year 
made it apparent,—and that meeting had its effect for 
good. There is ground for gratitude._ There are Rom
anists who value the principles for whieh we testify this 
night, and love popery no more than we do,—-who would 
throw it off in thousands, if they could with safety to 
their lives Three-fourths of tho very priests of Bohemia 
are in that condition ; and measures are being devised to 
enable them to do so. I know Romanists in this Island 
who repudiate the lately established dogma of the Imma
culate Conception ; and some who could scarcely believe 
that the reasonable request of our last year’s petitions 
could possibly bo refused. I have pleasure in seconding 
tho resolution.

2. Resolved, That this meeting maintain that the Protestant 
Bible hai not " a studied corruption of texts ”—is complete, and 
is imt worthy of the iiephobation of any body of men prefese- 
ingmith in Christ. 0

Rev. T. Duncan commenced bv giving the reason for 
the resolution being put in tho negative form. He said, 
tho true stand to have taken would have been at once to 
have declared the Bible to be the word of God; but he 
was forced into this form of expression by the Synodical 
Letter issued in Halifax, in September last, in which 
which it was stated that our version of the Scriptures had 
a “ studied corruption of texts,” was ‘4 incomp'ote/’ 
and on that account deserved “ reprobation” frotn_Chris
tian*. This was a serious charge, but a charge which, so 
fur as tho Bishops’ letter went, was unproved ; and be
sides, a charge which we confidently challenge all the 
bishops in Popedom to nmke good. As to the corruption 
of texts, we have the testimony of some of the host Greek 
scholars that ever lived, that “if accuracy, fidelity and the 
strictest adherence to tho letter of the text, be supposed 
to constitute the qualities of an excellent version, this, of 
all versions, must be accounted the most excellent.” Bet 
ter by far, then, than tho Vulgate or tho Douay. “ Of 
all tho European translations, says another great lin
guist, “ this is the most accurate and faithful; nor is 
this its only praise. Tire translators Have seized the very 
spirit and soul of tho original, and expressed it every
where with pathos and energy.” “ THE BEST TRANS- 
r.ATIOV IX THE WORLD»”.

political party, or to speak against the religions opinions, 
or to unnecessarily wound the prejudice of any body of

Resolved, '1 hat thi* meeting is grateful to God for the unity 
of Proteeumte in the fonda meuisl articles of belief.

Rev. A. Sutherland, in rising to second the resolution, 
said—Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen ; the resolu
tion which has been submitted to you contains the great 
and glorious foot, that the great moss of Protestants are 
united upon allfundamental articles of belief. The great soul- 
saving truths of the revelation which God has given to 
man, arc the firm basis upon which Protestants stand ; 
and they are united in holding up, holding forth, and 
endeavoring to extend these truths, and the principles 
contained in them, for the accomplishment of tho ends 
God designs they should accomplish in-the world. This 
has been, however, most clearly set before you by the rev. 
mover, and I shall say nothing upon that aspect. I would 
further remark, that the groat mass of Protestants are 
united in action. Such as have been brought to prixe these
truths, are not contented with merely < ; for them-

tprestion to Protestant senti- 
from the truth-speaking, lib-

hut simply to giro M| 
moots,—sentiments drawn 
erty-loving, eoul-emanoipating Gospel of the Prince of 
Peace ;—to give, I say, expression to snob sentiments, in 
a calm and temperate, yet firm manner, and to make com
mon cause with my Protestant brethren who seek for the

..........tmmmm enjoying
selves the blessings they impart. They endeavour to dif-
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introduction of the Inspired volume into the public schools in opposing, not only the idolatry beyond the regions read the celebrated letters of Pascal against the Jesuits I 
of the colony, so that their obildren might be daily taught visited with the light of divine truth, but the still more ' The truth is there laid hire with a master’s hand—and in 
and trained In those prinoiples of truth, and liberty, and dangerous antagonism of the idolatry and infidelity that the words of another, if Iki truth kills any man, Ut him die. 

, which, When received into the heart and actod on in a?ç at work within these regions. -They are united in the Let impartial witnesses be consulted, and 1 am sure that

f

ILATIOV IN THE WORLD?”—said the Committee 
app< in ted to examine into the possibility of improving it. 
With these testimonies, however, it was admitted that 
hero and there you might meet with a phrase that had 
now become antiquated,but that still was correct enough ; 
also that the rolling of n sentence might be improved, or 
tho tense of u verb altered. But so slight were tbeso 
matters, that some learned men, having revised the Gos
pel of John, with the view qf proposing emendations, de
clared that the changes wore so insignificant that it were 
much preferable to leave it ns it stands. Not an essential 
point would be changed, although the critic's knife were 
applied to it. As for a 11 studied" corruption of text, 
such an accusation could only come from those who were 
ignorant of the character of tho translators, or who found 
it to their pleasure or their profit wilfully to misrepresent 
them. No ; these men desired not a •• cr ‘od,” but truth. 
Had popery been true, they would havo embraced it; 
because it was false, they protested against it. As to the 
second point, tho completeness A our Bible—i. e. its com
pleteness, wanting the apocrypha—he could not, in tho 
short time allotted to him, lead tho audience through tho 
arguments for and against the canonicity of these various 
books. One or two tilings, said the rev. gentleman,which 
speak powerfully against their admission, are : let, They 
(the apocryphal writings) are nit found in any cata
logue of canonical writing made during the first four 
Centuries after Christ. 2d, They were not regarded as 
tho rule of faith till the decision of the Council of Trent, 
1545. 3d, Philo never quotes them, as he does the rest 
of the Jewish Scriptures ; and Josephus expressly exeludee 
them. 4th, Tho Jewish Church never received them as 
part of the canon ; and they aro nevor quoted either by 
our Lord or his apostles. 5tli, Divine authority is claim
ed by none of the writers, while by some it is virtually 
disowned. 6th, The books contain statements at variance 
with history, self-contradictory, and opposed to tho doc
trines and precepts of Scripture. 7th, Tho only ar^o- 

! ment in their favor is, that they are quoted as canonical 
by one or more of the Fathers, e. g. of the Latin Chur oh. 
Augustine alone quotes as canonical Tobit, Judith. Wie 
dom of Solomon, Eeolesiasticue, and 1 and 2 Maccabees—

[ making the canonicity of these books depend upon the 
[ testimony of one man. Is that sole testimony sufficient 
[to counter balança the arguments on the opposite side? 
As to the bible being worthy of reprobation, be would 
leave tho audience to judge,—they for whom tho bible 

I had done so much,—to whose feet it had been a lamp and 
to whose path a light. By a reference to the experience 
of individual Christians, and to the past history of the 
world, it was shown that the Bible—that good old Pro
testant Bible—the terror of Roman Catholic Bishops,— 
had proved itself to be the sword of the Spirit, the word 
of the living God. Taking the test “ by their fruit yo 
shall know them,” the Bible deserved not the reprobation, 
but the homage of mankind.

Mr. Kenneth Ukndsbson, in seconding the 2d Resolu
tion, spoke in substance as follows :—

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen,—The resolution 
which has fallen into my bands, has been so ably handled 
by the previous speaker, that the audience, 1 am euro, 
must be prepared to adopt it. But as one of a class ot' 
humble laymen, I would boar my testimony to the truth. 
While ministers are specially appointed to defend tho 
Gospel, it is. the duty of every one to use the means within 
his reach to arrive at the knowledge of the truth, and 
then to maintain it at all hazards. When a point is cop- 
tested, witnesses should bo called in. Are there no wit
nesses in behalf of the purity and completeness of oar 

G „ r ley endeavour to dih Bible ? Evidence, Sir, tho must satisfactory is not want-
fuse their enlightening, quickening influence, that the ! ing. Men of acknowledged ability have explored the 
surrounding multitudes may be aroused to vigorous activ- j contested region, and have given in Jheir testimony. 1 
ity. They eddenvonr to spread the glorious gospel of the would specially commend on this subject the works of 
grace of God, that is designed, to roach and calculated to j Bishop M‘Il vaine, and Dr. Guussen of Geneva. But if 
rescue the millions that arq perishing around them,—and you would wish to know how much dependence can bo 
in this Protestants are united. They aro also firmly united : placed on the statements of those who denounce our bible.


