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~ Who Killed Tecumseh ?
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W. K. Merrifield of this City Writes. to the
Hamilton  Spectator Giving a Number
of Facts Conicerning the Death
v sty of This-Famous Indian Chief
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(From the Hamilton Spectator, Aug.
7o 10, 1907).
Tor the: Editor of Spectator, Hamil-
ton, Ont.: -
.. Dear Sir,—~After reading the stories
of Tecumseh's death ecopied from
into " The Chathum
Planst, I decided to send you a dlf—'
ferent stary as told by a' partisipant
in Tecumseh’s last battle, and who
claimed’ to. have been  fighting be-
tween Tecumseh and tbe U, 8 ‘troops
at the time of his ‘death. To th's T
have added 'acodunts by' others that
“were ‘in ‘the vieinity at the’ time,
but which I did not discover till
many years after that related by Joe
Johnson the trapper.
" About twenty years ago I en-
deavored to find an account, from
Canadian  sources, of the battle of
the Thames and death of Tetnmseh,
which’ would appeal to me and Cana-
dians generally, as more in. accord-
ance with fact than the usual highly
colored and dramatic account of his
dedath by Colonel Johnson, as related
in some United States histories:
What 1 could never B understand
was, how, in the turmoil and smoke

«of battle in a dense forest, Colonel

Jéhnson could know it was Tecum-
seh he was fighting. I have found
out since that it ‘was a political
scheme of the Democrats to popu-
larize him for the Vice-Presidency
in the 1840 campaign. This was only
27 years after. the battle. Previous
to this Johmson did not- know ‘he
had killed Tecumseh.

In my investigation I got 'the
statement - of ‘one Joseph Johnson,
who had spent his early years as a
trapper on ithe ' Maumee Tiver and
elsewhere in Ohio, Indiana and Michi-
gan. During the war of 1812 he
allied himself with the Indians, and
fought mear Tecumsel at the battle
of the Thames. Joe Johnson élimed
to be a descendent of Sir William
Johnson, of fame in the wars of the
English and French colonies, now the
United States and Canada. He died
near Florence, Ont., where he lived
most of his life after the war was
over: in his manner he was a'‘ecom-
bination of white and Indian. About
the year 1890 I published his story,
with the addition of Mr. Andrew
Fleming's recollections of the scene
at the American camp the morning
I am sorry ‘that
my old friend Mr. T 8. Arnold in
his grandfather’s story, did ‘not give
me credit for publishing Mr. Flem-
ing’s statement, as it was to me
that he said, *“the Yankees were
skinning a stout TIndizp, and When
T asked them what they were doing
that for, ‘they ‘replied that they were
skinning sTecumseh « for ' razor straps.
And en’ T told them that that

U ‘was not Pecumseh—as T knew him,

¢ having been at my father’s place

‘—they latighed and said the péople

in Kentucky would not know £he
différence.” Mr . Fleming was a
friend of my people; his son is mow
Treasurer of’ the County of Kent.
I feel sure Mr, ‘Arnold never ‘spoke
to him‘ on the subject; but T’ lent
Mr. Arnold my letters

" By the way, there is an unexplain-
able weakness in: Mr. Arnold’s story

The history of his grandfather and]

Tceumseh up to ‘the day of battle
is good straight reading. But of Mr.

- Arnold’s part in the battle there is

nothing, and of Tecumseh’s death
there is 'no personal knowledge given.

Tf Mr. Arndld was with Proclor
and Teft with him he eould know
nothing of what transpired after on
the battle  field. If he remained ‘to
continue the fight,  we have no re-
eord of 'it; Te ‘continue, I 'will not
‘troublé you with Joe: Johnson's re-
port of the arrangements for the
bottle, but merely incidents connect-
ed with the great Chieftain’s ‘death.
Johnson ‘said. that on account of ‘the
hatred which they knew the Yankees
bore . Tecumseh the Indians felt that
they. wonld hesitate at nothing to
‘accomplish’ his destruction. To 'pro-
‘tect him,’ somé Indian Chiefs, ~Joe
*Johnson, and ‘one ‘or two other white

- ‘men formed themselves into a per-

‘sonal body guard to kéep as nedr
‘their beloved Chief s possible at all
times. i / 3
Barly in the action Tecum-:h was
shot through the thigh; som)> days
previously : ‘he ' had  been  seriously
wounded in a skirmish at Chatham,
but his indomitable will Jkept him
up ‘to this his last battle. This

cisely like Joe Johnson,

wound in the: thigh prevented him
from moving about, and the body
guard led him to a beech tree some
distance back from the fighting linc,
but where he oconld still wateh the
battle and give orders. Some time
after Proctor ran away the Yankeées
made a charge which pressed the
Indians back te mear their Chief. A
mounted man ‘dashed ‘towards hLim
but Tecumseh threw his tomahawk
and split his face, tumbling him from
his horsd.: 0 :

When the Indians had repulsed this
charge ‘the ‘body guurd remosved Te-
cumseh furthér back from the danger
line, but from which his voice éhecr-
ing on his men ‘conld still be heard.
After a time his volce vezsed; the
Indians ““knew ‘at onee ‘that some-
‘thing Serious’ had haprened. The
body guard rished to where he Was;
he was dead with a bullet wound in
his“breast. “ As soon as' the Yankecs
found the fighting lins weakened
they prosseéd forward and drove the
Indians ‘back to where Tecumsch lay.
HLs_guard‘thien threw ‘the body be-
tween two' logs, and rallying the rest
of the Indians  fought with such
fgry that they again drove back the
S'ankew, But when' the Indians rea-
lized that their great Chief was dexd
they began  to ' disperse. At this
time it ‘was ‘well on in the evening
and the body guard carried the re.
mains fir into ths night to a straum
whx»c.h they dammed up, and then
digging a ‘grave they "buried him ‘in
the channel. (They them tore away
th: dam, making the place lonk ac
natural as possible. They each took
the most &olemn Indian oath never
to reveal his grave, as they supposed
the Yankees would conquer - the
whole ecountry. Then bidding  each
other farewell, they sadly separated
to .:aeek safety. . THat Svas Joe John-
son’s 'sto Hé eaid §t was utterly
impossible for any Yankee to gr:t
near Teénmseh ‘throngh that mass
of Indians in’ ‘front ‘fighting in his
defense. He must have been killed
by a i stray: bullet or one glancing
from;7a tree. One thing wis sure,
no Colonel Johnson reached him with
a pistolL

I have another account of his deith
bafore me, written by a Mise Abigail
Smith, of Harwich Township, Sha
tells the story given her people by
a’ white man named Joseph Brenton.
He was a volunteer in Proctor's
army ; when 'Proetor rin away he.
like some other Canadians, Téemainsd

to dssist the' Indians. He wmiid +Te-
cnmﬁe'h was Shot just - '‘as he was
stepping over a ' log. but 'he had

hurled -his: tomahawk  and split ‘hig

'slayer’s head; they fell at the same

time, ‘He said' he' was at the burial
of Teeumseh' and ' deseribed ' it pre-

: Another. description of his death
i8 that of George Laird, 'who. for
many years lived at Florence, Ont.
‘He ‘was a’ mative of Paisley, Scotland.
and ‘was' 2 drummer boy of about
19 'years of age 'in Troctor's army,
but’ remainéd  after Prootor fled.
Hlfa ddughter-in-law, Mrs Taird, of
this eity, gives his ‘accoant. He al-
ways asserted that he ‘was the only
white man near Tecumseh when he
was 'killed ; ‘he 8aid ‘he was not 20
feet from him where he was sitting
by the tree, when he fell over dead;
then when the Indians came running
to see’ what had happened Tecumseh
the Yankees followed them; the In-
dians threw the body in the erotch
of a tree—which no doubt was on
the ground foeming the two logs of
Johpson'a story—then they turned
again and drove back the. Yamkeos.
But' when the gemeral retreat of the
Indians began, a party of them. took
up the ‘body ‘and disappeared in the
woods. ‘Mrs. 'Laird sajd he wbold
ldugh, when, yedrs ' ago, he wonld
hear ‘of white" mén looking for Te-
oumseh’s ‘grave. ' He said the Indiins
left no'sign behind * theém.: Al

1My, {Editor; ‘here ‘aré stories from
thiroe different men who were ctual
participants in - the. battie; and hap-
/pened, (o bein kb - vicinity - when
Tecnmseh died. It appeals tome
that ;those stories practically ' .eorro-
borate each other, when we consider
the ‘cironmstances. in . which . those
men' were placed. They belonged 'to
the 'remnants of 2 béﬁten army
whose  Chief "had ' just been killed.
and they had ' to look out for their

|

own Yives in the midst of 4 wilder-

ness. ' The men, Brenton and TLaird.
Having 'been ‘members of 'Proctor’s

‘had

4 Johnson,

foree, could not be expected to know
Tecumseh as well as Johnson, who
been with Tecumseh during the
whole campuign, and yet their ac-
count of  the  burial  coincide with
that of the wold body guardsman

At the time I was lcoking up thesc
particulars, I went to Moravian
town to see .the last of the Indian
chiefs who fought under Tecumsch
but he:would give no particulars,
The younger Indiand said that he
had told them  that Tecumseh had
three : wounds on him--the ons he
had received "at Cbatham, and’ the
two received in the bittle—one in
the thigh and the cther in thé breast.
They also said ‘the old Chief went
‘away secretly every yeur, us they be-
lieved, to visit the'grave. They hac
tried to keep wateh of him, but he
always eluded them. He wéuld be
gone for ‘a''day ‘or two, and thin he
would ba amodngst them ‘agiin.

Among ' eonflicting stories = we
Should aceept that as true which ap-
peals to our judgment os baing the
most natural undsr ‘the conditions
affecting "the case. And il seems te
me that the story tild by Joe John-
son, practically repeated by Brenton
and Laird, is the omly true story
of the death ana burial of Tecamseh
and should 2 'the one accepted by
Canadian historians, and published in
our school books. As for ths Colone’
Johnson story, whieh it is  now
known was mnot  wsuggested till 28
years after the battle, it bears ab
surdity on the face of it, as any
soldier veho has: been “in' battle well
knows. T have bzen in active service
myself, No soldier: knows thit n
has personally ‘killed any' ome by
shooting unless he happéns to-bs the
ouly one on his sids ‘that is present.
Years ago I shot at a wild pigson
it fell, I went to piek it upi pr
did my Companion; we had both fircd
at the same instant, and ‘mneither
heard the other. One Shot hid killed
it. Which of us killed the pigan?
It is the same in battle.

W. K. MERRIFIELD.
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SELECT YOUR MEDICINE WITH
CARE.

In debility and weakness medicine
should be mild and far reaching.
Many pills and purgatives are too
harsh,
tive. Excessive action is always fol-
lowed by depression, and knowing
th's, Dr. Hamilton devised his pills
of Mandrake and Butternut go as to
mildly increas: Iiver and kidney ac-
tivity, flush out the elementary can-
al, tone. and regulate the bowels.
Thus do Dr; Hamilton’s Pills elimin-
ate pofsons frem the body, restore
clearness to the skin, bring strength
and that eweszet restorer .of health—
sleep. Bast, medieine on earth, 25¢.
per box at all dealers.

Arrested For Treason.

Cobtonitz, Germany, Aug. 30.—A
sergeant of the 23rd regiment of ar-
tillery has Been arrested here .on the
charge of treason.

A traveler on whose person secret
military instructions, alleged to have
been stolen, 'were found on his way
to Paris.

Further arrests are believed to be
impending. {
Witte Out of ‘Politics.
London, 'Aug. 80.—Count Witte,
once the most powerful man ‘in' Rus-
sia, next'to the Emperor, has aceept-
ed the directorship of the Bank of
Russia for exferior eominerce, accord-
ing to advices received from Bt. Pet-
ersburg. ‘This act, it is stated, ‘marks
the final severance of the ex-Premier

from the official life <f 'kis eountry.
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GET A GOOD START
Right nowisthe best time'tostart taking
somethingto get yourKidreysand System
in sha; O the gk 1] ges
of Fal

*| matisnd'@

is the remedy %o take. '3 ‘mhgmm-
teed,yourﬁn&y"bdck’iﬁthﬂl‘.‘ dEon

. B0c! at Drug Btoves or by Mall. B9
The CLAFLIN CHEMICAL C0. Limited, WINDSOR,
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are drastic ingtead of cura-|

Humor ano Philbsbphy

By DUNCAN M. SMITH

PERT PARAGRAPHS.

Few men forget t6 be good to their
wives, for their wives won't let them.

‘When a man’s wages become salary | .

it is a sign that his wife is beginning
to climb. 1 |
_No one who has T:om‘panionshlp com-
ihg ™ is ever lonely.

—
Real shams are not sham when they
deceive no one.
All men are brothers, but some seem
to have stepmothers.

- Bometimes plenty of good bread and
butter is all that is necessary to con-
vert a pessimist into an eptimist.

Ignorance of the law excuses no one
for eémploying a poor ‘lawyer.

A soft heart Is Impressionable, but
a soft head is intolerable.

Falth may be able to move moun-
tains, but needs a steam engine as a
vehicle of expression.

Some people are pious because it s
the only diversion that their tempera-
ments fit them for.

When Father Sheared the Sheep.

Of all the things that I recall
From childhood’s happy clime

I think I like the best of all
‘The spring sheep shearing time.

‘When }n the farmyard all the flock
‘Was gathered dozens deep,

T'd climb upon the old horse block
And watch them shear the sheep.

They clipped and clipped and clipped
and clip

‘With springy shears of brown,

And from the sheep the fleeces slipped
Like snow banks drifi down.

And now and then a careless wight
‘Would nip some skin away,

Not to the lammie’'s great delight,
I think T've heard them say.

The bleating lambs and patient ewes
Stood waiting in the pen

Till came: their turn their coats to lose
To furnish coats for men,

Then on the shearing table they
‘Were tumbled in a heap,

And then the wool just rolled away
‘When father sheared. the sheep.

It really seems as if I might
Have learned a thing or two
By watching how the fleeces white
Rolled off from lamb and ewe,
But I have felt the sharper's shears
Make ravagé®long and deep, .
Just as his did in other years
‘When father sheared his sheep.

Letting Him
Down Easy.
“They used to
be good friemds.
New he hates
‘her worse ‘than

“poison.”

“Snake poison
perhaps you
mean.”

Knew What He Wanted.
“Ihear you #re a candidate for of-
fice.”

“Well, my friends have been kind
enough to suggest ‘it.”

“What are you going to run on, the
«good ‘government ticket?’

“I hope not. Say, I expect to get
-elected, -and it is only those who can’t
win ‘who want good government.”

Funked.

He could not win out in the race

Nor with the victors meet;

His was a not uncommon case,

He gimply :got' cold feet.

" e conld not take his nerve in band '

And -groom it till 'twas fit,

Nar boost himself to beat the band,

¥or ‘he 'was nervy-nit.

‘And can’t recall’ name today—
. The man who got cold feet.
13 st 2
‘“He painted a basket of frult so’ nat-

at 1gr

¥

“Yes, and it made him a blamed sight

hungrier trying to gell 1£”. - .
R ) P— Ly
;- From an Expert B

~“How young shonld 8 man marey?®
“Before he is old enough to know

Wﬂa&aﬂ.”mﬂd‘thcddmv
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ARE THE TALISHAN

style, every “Gomleﬁl has the
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PINESS IN REFINED HOMES

It is a poor way to value a piano as a decorative
piece of furniture or as a means to occasional diver-
sion. ¢ ‘Such noble instruments as the,, ‘

e ok P e § Basin i
i A ® ;
Gourlay Pianos
are designed: for higﬁep pur‘poses.“ Indispensable
in a finely appointed home, a *Gourlay” is alsothe
synonym of refinement and’ purest pleasure.
Authentic in all ydetails of copstruction and

“ ‘Grand’”’ Q
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OF HAP-

Besides we arrange ;

Payment Plans to Suit All

Write us your needs.

v
uality of Tone
which ‘distinguishes ‘the highest art in piano building from the merely
first class. If a-*"Gorlay” is a little high priced, it is worth the price.

We ship the “Gourlay” anywhere in
,/’/ Canada on approval, and guarantee perfect satisfaction.

e

Goﬁrlay, Winter & Leeming,

Head Office—185 Yonge St., Toronto
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How Tin Foil Is Made.
Tin foil, which is extensively used for

wrapping tobécco; food prod
ucts and other erce, is
thin coat-

treme thinness required. In this proc-
ess the tin coating spreads simuMane-

continuounsly ' maintains a
thin, ;even coating of tin on eiteh side
of the centersheet of lead, even though
it may be:refduced toa ‘thicknéss of
- 901 Inehes ordeds, 18 Ul i Bes 9L
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In clubs and
hotels; on 'the
‘banquet menu
and : the home °
1:5:1 Lot 7

5. L table ,

AN
AARDH OF  MINERAL WATERS

AuL DEALERS .
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F. A. ROBERT} Agent, Chatham.
el o e -
' Her Disease.

One day Marjorie, aged three, wanted
td play doctor with her sister. Marjo-
rie was {0 be the “doctor” and .he
came to make a call on her sister, who
made belitve she was sick.  #Do you
'want 4o ‘know 'what. you've got? i the
idoctor asked after a critieal exaniina-
tion. “Wes,” Tdintly ‘assented. the sick
woman! - “You've ‘got dirty hands,”
sald Marjorie, dropping' in’ disgust the
wrist on ‘which she had been feeling the

aplse. o .

( and'Ontiirio Conserva-
LADIEY o of M o
COLLEGE ~~tave, tioie
(Trafalgar Castle)

ful grounds, furnishes
obtain an education.
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the spreading of the lead |
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SHORT TOMATO CROP.

Much Wheat Killed and Fruit Trees
| Backward Through Cold.

This has been a very disappointing
month to fruit-growers of the Niagara
Peninsdla. Owing to the remarkably
cold weather 'in April, fruit’ trees,
Vm ete., are not in as good: condi~
i they were a month ago, when

rospects seemed to be of the very
grightest. The truit trees, owing to the
unseasonable weather, are very back-
ward in growth, though apparently
not otherwise harmed, the  growers
gay, and wheat around here looks de-
‘gidedly bad. The cold nights ;during
the ‘past month are wha} killed the
wheat, for in the day time the weather
was comparatively mild, "while at
night there was heavy frost. “Hup-
dreds of acres of wheat will be plow-
&d up around here,” said a prominent
\grower 1o your correspondent’ last
week, “Then the weathér has beeri so
dry oflate that grags is decidedly back-
ward, and the farmers are seriously
‘handicapped by lack of pasture for
their cattle. This has caused butter
ﬂgsces to be phenomenally high for

is time of the year.”

: Short Tomato Crop.

. Tomato growers predict that the to-
mato crop will be shott this year, too,
on account of the cold weather. It is
the practice of tomatogrowers to set
‘out the seeds in hotbeds, relying on
‘the warm April sun to nurture the
little plants. This 'April there has been
-little or no sunskine, with the result
that thousands of the little plants
died in the hotbeds, and when the
plants are set out about the middla
of May there will be considerable of
a shortage of the usual acreage.

The canning factorses have again
contracted for their season’s supply
of tomatoes at 25 cents a bushel, the
attempt of the growers to raise the
grit:e to 30 cents having met with de-
eat.

e U B
Many New Arrivals,

The number of immigrants who
came into 8t, John, N. B., during the
season which ended with the arrival
last week of the steamship Montreal
frmn;Antw,erE, will raun close up to
80,000 The lists are not yet tabulat-
#d; but it is'known that s
Li boats

DR. J. P. SIVEWRIGHT. _

-Office - Opposite Grand Opera - Housa.c~
URQUHART BLOCE

{Upstairs)

'Phonie a3
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e

LODGES

PARTHENON LODGE, NO. 26, A.#,
. M., m’&i—‘,

e &

day of eve: y month in 3
King Street,

welcome,

4 mw@fm&m :
Visiting brethres atway

J. W. DRAPER, W.M,

J. W, PLEWES, Secy

WELLINGTON LODGE, NO. 46, %:‘
& £. meets on the

Moriday of évery month in the Masonis:

King Street East, at 7.30 p. me..

Hall,
Visiting brethren heartily welcomed..
GEOQ. MUSSON, W.M.

ALEX, GREGORY Sée’y, .

¥ +

LEGAL

HOUSTON & STONE-Bartisters, o~

fun

Mvegxmern. Notaries Public, etes

loan at lowest current rates, :
; o 0

pstairs in Sheldrick Block, 2
&:‘M ’s store. ‘M. Houston; Fred .ﬂf

AMITH, HERBXRT D.—Cowntv Crown A

msouum éfc. Harrison i

X Wat %
¥

FHOMAS SCULLARD—Barrister and Sofihose

Victoria Block Chatham, Ont.

Lg

WILSON, PIKE & CO.— sters, So
the supreme Court Nom:;‘smbﬁc, ;
10 16an on
Fifth S!‘rcef: Matt!

A

M t fo rates. ' Odfce.. -
e Wi K T M, P 7

KERR,

GUNDY & BRAGKIN

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, & .

NOTARIES PUBLIC

HATHAM, ONT., Office ovet Bank of Commerca"

TILBURY, ONT.

Private and Company Funds to Loan at Tewes

Rates on Bo' ro'
OHN G: KERR,

own Terms of Payment.
“ EyGUNDY. R.l,. BRacxuw

MONEY TG LOAN::. o ¢! ~

e

MONEY TO LOAN — Uompany sabk

Private Funds.
Property

Farm and
r fox Sale, W.H. .“m

VIONEY TO LOAN--On mortgagesy
lowest . rate

terms

rowers. Apply to Lewis &
ards, Chatham.

of interest; lidlewadi
and privileges to suit. bore-

MONEY TO LEND—On: 1and morte

gage,
+note ;

on chattel mo:
lowest rates;

o

tovma,

‘May pay off part or all &t HmeA@
‘suit borrower. J. W. Whits
. Flabor, uppostt

Bows’ »
site Grand Opera.Hamas
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