*the government,  He way disposed to object to:

. thig résolution: because. it departed - from the
. policy adopted by the government when the sys-

- tem was inaugurated in times gone by, and he-

tiiought that this was aview of the subject which

deserved consideration, They had only to look.

vback for ashort period and see what had taken
~placein Canadain order t0 appreciate the effects
of placing the control of the public works of a
couutry in the hands of large and: infldential
corporations. ‘He objected thén to the scheme
because it would introduce into this country
something of the same kind. ‘The effect of this
suhvention of these two lines of railroad would
‘be that the. company receiving it would neces-.

sarily.be brought into close counection: with,

the government of the 'day, and to'a large ex-
tent:would be subordinate to thewm and under
their influence.” -~ . . ‘ :
These lines of -railroad would run through
various.counties of the province-—Colchester,
" Pictou and Cumberland on the one hand, and
Hants, Kihgs and Annapolis on the other.—
They all knew then how many representatives

would be directly interested-in their-construc--

tion~—noless a sumber than sixteen would: be

more or-less interested ip their ¢ampletion.:
- He would ask:then whether: it.-would conduce-

to the best interests of the country,: or the in-
dependence of the legislature, that so large a
proportion .of . the people’s representatives
should be'in a position to be influenced by the
companies who would receive this subvention,
and who, again;, must necessarily be 8o clésely

connected with thée govermmént of. the day. .
- He had -listened: with great-interest to the i+
nanoial picture of the atfairs of this country, so -

- ably drawn by the hon. leader of the opposi-
tion, and. he thought. that the house - would
agree with him. that there was ' .no gentleman

in that house or. the country whose “opinions

- yvers more- entitled to respect upon questions
of finance than that hon. gentleman. " The hon.
Provincial -Seeretary had on some occasions

been ratlier severs upen the hon.. member for:
Colcbester, as regards his skill asa financier;.
but from what had taken- place receutly be-

- tween them upon another. guestion of. great

public importance, he thought thathe was not -
1n’ & position to question bis accuracy now. He

did mot ‘wish to make any 'invidious:compari-
wsons'between the leader of ‘the opposition and.

‘the  present. Financial - Secretary ag regards”

their financial capacity, but as'one was com-

' Kamcively, new to the business and ths other
ad: made it hig.study for years, it followed
 that he must necessarily have more acquaint-

ance with the subject, and his opinions were

~therefors entitled to greater weight. - ...
_+"The member for Colchester. had re:
~yeferred io. the past -financial = position  of

. thig : country, 'and - to - our progpects .for.
and he had called ‘upon the-hon.

:the future
* members for Halifax and Richmond to dispute

the position he took.. The.hon.member :for,
~Halifax (Mr. Tobin) had since: addressed the -

-house, but he had not -vemtured . to controvert
the - assertion' he. malde, that. the  present

. was._not. the'time to embark -in these¢ works..
. The member for Richmornd (Mr. LéVesconte)
“had not yet spoken but; from’ what had-fallen
/from ‘him 'on”a previous oceasion, when ‘the.

“sale of provincial debentires was. .under con-
sideration, he did not_think that. Le wouid be
inclined to disagrée with' the opinions of that

 hén, gentlenian,  On'a
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"interests they should be left alone.

revious obcasion the

: 5
hon, Prov. Secy. in_reference .to.the fishories
said that his (Mr. C/s) constituents had better
look round, aud find "some representative bets:
ter acquainted with trade and commsree than
he was,  He thought that bie had boetter apply
hig. remarks to his own government and:to
his. Finanecial Secy, and get sombody mnore’
conversant with the intricacies. of finance
than that honourable gentleman from . his
previous training condd be expected. tp.
be. He thought that it was a lament-
ahble defect in the rcomposition of .the pre-
sent execufive that it, did " not possess ‘a
sivgle individual amopgst its members in any -
way identified with the trade or commerce of
the country. Heé may be told that thers was
one gentleman who had formerly. been etigag-
ed in trade, but from what he kusw..of that.
gentleman's counection with the late govern-
ment hé_did not'think that Lis judgment ap-
proved of elitering upon the scheme of railway
extension now proposed altho’ from his heiug
a member of the government he wias to & cer-
tain extent committed to it. It wns well
kunown that the governiaent was principally’
if not entirely carried on by the two or lbree
members of it who sat at the table of'that
house, and thatin point of fact they wero the
real dictators of the affairs of this country.. He '
could easily fapcy then how the opinious of
the. hon. gentleman, to whom he had . alluded -
would be set on one side and everything would
be mude subservient to the political nécessities
of those who helld seats in that honse, - ..
Reference had been made to the titne when .
railroads were first. commenced .in ‘this coun- -
try, and to the fact that.our revenues wore -
then comparatively insignificant.: Tuat, .10
doubt, was the.fact; but it must not be forgot-

. ten, that our obligations were algo much Jess

then than now.. The liabilities :we . bave al-
ready assumed, including the- Pictou -line, .
amount’ to something like. four-fifths of the

- entire ravenne of 1851; but it” seems. that this

oadl i3 ‘mot enough for Nova Scotia to bear,
and we must a.tl?l this” additional burden for
tho congtruction of brarch lines to "Annapolis
and the boiders .of New Brmnswiek, which
will make the entire amount to be borpe. by
the revenues of the Proviuee aliont $500,000 a -
year., Now bltte nove was a very good natured :
téllow, no doubt, but it dves not do . to: push a
willing horsé too far; and “he cautioned hon, -
gontlemen how they committed themselves to

- a’'scheme which was going to entail such beavy "

burdens upon the people, . He had no -wish to

“condemnrailroads.in tlie abstract; Lie believed .

that svhen‘a man had-plerty of morsy, he had

.~ a-vightto spend it as be pleased; but wherea

person i3 only possessed of limited rmeans, he
stands in a different position, and should only
spend his . money upon necessaries,’ and’ not’
upon luxuries, -: That was just the position the -
province was in.  Railroads, no doubt, were &
great conven’ence, but if - they could ‘only. he
obtained by theé.sacrifice’ of other important.
The_government should make themselves .
acquainted with the wants and necessities of =
the country before they talk about every ser- -
vice being propeily provided for..He shouid

‘like to take some of them' over scms of the'
‘roads in the county he represented; #nd. show'-
them the inconveniences under which the peos

Dle labored, and the grievances which b had. ¢
80 often and o ungu_ccessfuuy’ brought to their




