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THE MADOC GOLD REGION.

When the gold fever was at its height in
Madoc, we warned those disposed to embark
their means in mining, agsinst the dangers
to be apprehended from ill-advised schemes
The experience of other countries should be
worth something, and unless utilized we de-
prive ourselves of an important aid to suc-
cess, or, at least, a preventive of disastrous
failuore. When a Company with a small
subscribed capital, and much smaller work-
ing capital, undertakes operations that re-
quire judgment, skill, and money, and not
s little cither, the event is only too sure.
When it became certain that gold was to be
found in Madoc, speculators seized upon the
territory ; the price of land went up to an
extravagant figure ; schemes the most fabu-
lous jostled each other, and visions of colos-
sal fortunes floated through super-heated
brains. The old story has now to be told.
Bad judgment. inexperience, avarice, and
poverty, if not fraud and misrepresentation,

, | have done their worst, and the golden trea-

sures of Madoc still lie btiried in rock. The
officers of the Geslogical Survey paid little
Sir William
Logan planged still deeper into his theories,
dusted his trilobites, and projected new and
beautiful maps. Dr. Sterry Hunt continued
his interesting experiments in chymistry,

aud threw the coldest of cold water over the
enterprise of Madoc miners. Mr. Michel
was kind enough to make an excursion to
Madoc, and seems to have satisfied himselfl
that there was gold thére, and éven ven.

tured to speak ‘‘of the discovery of a de-
posit of extraordinary richmess.” Either

- | science was timid or laziness had got the

better of our Geological Survey. In Nevada
the miner has a saying td the effect that
“‘science is played out,” and he delves and
brings out the precious ore in quantities
that astonish the world and enrich stock-
holders. However, stones became eloquent
in the mortar of the assayer, and ““salting "
and well sustained lying did for speculators,

and also did for a good many of u
public. | But no Government

the tax mbhb.dhc
Madoc, 'fo assist or counsel the

and tons of quartz were

sheds. ' But the mistakes of Oo-*‘

no excuge for the absence of )

sistance, It gold is to be found in Madoe, - - :

and can be extracted in paying quanmtiffes,’
mtwhﬁnl c‘
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ment m@cm-mnuuqu*i:*,
the whole question. Should the

prove as rich as those who have
their money therein anticipate, there
be no complaint unnkedlhekd“-
ernment interference; but now is the time
when sach interference might prove of -'4
vice, and would be thankfully ack
Some Companicc have surmounted put.’-
ficulties and spent their money freely, 'and
even now there is no want of enthusissts
who preserve their faith in the richness of -
the region, notwithstanding the presest
prostration. New crushers are being either
erected or projected, new and improved ma+
chinery is being devised, and experiments
in the process of reduction are constantly
being made. But the working capitsl of
the most enterprising companies has been.
used up, and the progress made is very slow.
It should be remembered, however, that the
Nova Scotugold region had its period of
prostration, and it was not until what might
be called the second generation of Companies
took liold of the mines, when things seemed
at their worst, and infused new vigor into
the operations languishing through much
incapacity, and redeemed the character of
the region. . We look to the Government of
the Province of Ontario for some endeaver
towards the development of the Madoc Dis-
triet, and we hope Mr, Richards will give
the matter serious attention.
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