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THE LIBERAL CONVENTION

The economic endorsed in the
resolutions passed by the great Libefal con-
veption in Winnipeg last week were penerally
in keeping with the progressive spant of the
“'ts! Consudered as a whole, the economic
platform adopted was oné that should appeal
very strongly to Westen people. The vears of
educationa! work cafmed on by the arganized
farmers was manfest throughout the
vention and the greater part of the farmers'
platform was endorsed unanimously It is
understood that there were some reactioniary
clements in the resolutions committee which
opposed some of the prnciples of the farmers'
platform, but they were not prepared to ignore
the overwhelming opinion of the delegates
On some questions on which the organized
farmers have a clear cut policy the comvention
did not express itself. It will, however, e a
source of gratification to the organised farmers
that a large proportion of policies for which
they
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Liberals. The delegates at the  convention
represented every section of the four Western
provinces, and every industry, bath urlan and
rural., The result of their deliberations on
coonapic questions affords further conclusive
proof that the organized farmers in preparing
their platform enunciated policics. in the best
interests not only of the West, but of Canada
at large

The first two days of the convention wer
devoted largely 1o a eonsideration of ecomami
questions not directly related to the prseen-
tion of the war, and the present national war
crists in Canada.  In dealing with the war
and war problems the convention failed to rise
above the spant of partsanshap. It fatled o
grasp the greatest opportunity that has ever
been presented to Western Canada.  Calin
consideration cmpels the conclusion that the
convention made no contnbutvn towards the
solution of our national crss The
‘win-the-war” rosdutlion was o commromis
It was skillfully drafted so as 10 seoure the
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support of benth conseniptyonsts  and ant-
consmiptionists and the cmvention voted
down Mr. Tumfl's amendment calling fog

compuision if it was found necessiry in oider
to maintain the strength of the Canadian
A my But nevertheless the resodution as it
stands cannot e construed as other than
demandmy compulsion f valyntary recruiting
farls though the word “cuenpuabsion’™ 3
At contained in the resolutymr itself The
resclutyn 0 faver of national pove
voteedd the peneral Western sjarst The West
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and in fact all Canada,. has been calling for o
national government for a e, g tine
bast until recently has masde ttle anieviovae
1 (IRtawn A truly natus M) A ernment

wemsalainy «of jrevente

W Lthe

internal s in Canada, which may 1000t
he almy st 40 wervag as Lhe war cnse o thn
omventrm stogped st thas peant and Jdeclared
for an mdependent Western part th b
cmnection with the Eastern Tater part

there weatld have been Inttle W regret Hut

the pessutom exprosng adearatem o4 'v-
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from the leadership of Sir Wilfrid Laurier in
securing the economic reforms which the con-
vention endorsed.  For 15 vears Sir Wilfrid
was pnme mmster of Canada and. absolute
dictator of the Liberal party. His recond on
the tanfl, public ownenship, taxation, patron-
age and stice to the West s such
httle encouragement for the future. If the
convention had organized into & separate
independent Western party it would then have
been in a position to meet every problem that
might confront 1t- There will be 55 members
clected from the four Western provinees at
the next election.  No doubt 45 of them at
least coulil have been g od on the platform
drafted by the unnwnlc-n A practically solid
West in the: House of Commons would have
been a mighty factor and under present con-
Jitions would practically have held the balance
of power. The Western party could then have
united with any other elements for the prosecu-
tion of the war to a successful conclusion. It
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stand have been endomed and incor- o sso-hee leon strong enough to compel
porated into the platform of the Western WA- 05 TR TNPES F- SRe- a1 soan-

omic and fiseal questions. - But by placing the
West 1o gll intents and purposes under the
leadership of Sir Wilind Launer, to lead it
where and whither he deemns fit, the sgant of
the West will have no articulate voice in the
councils of the natun

What is the explanation of the action of the
comventisn towards Launer and the orgdniza -
tion of a Western party? It s well known
that there was in the convention a group from
Vancpuver, another fran Edmonton and a
smaller one from Seuth Winnipeg that were
determined to endorse Launer at all hazands
They comprised the machine element In the
cmvention and probably numbered about 15
per cent. of the total.  They were well arganised
and very active bth in the ressdutions com-
mittee and in the convention. There s little
t'nﬁj';l that many «F mest among |'l'"l wa e
amimatod by an apgactite for ol and jsatnonage
i Launer again becomnes premier \ivther
disturbang clement was the recent vt of Sir
Chfford Sefton to the West where he urged
conmripton and a nativnal government.  Sif-
um's stock ‘stands mighty low in the West
and hig.visit raiscd-w ad susgackn  and
resentment.  The Liberals” looked upen it as
an endeavor to secure revenge upen Laurier
by breaking up the Lileral party. It was also
hedieved that Siftum was playing a game o
rechabilitate hunsell with an eye to becoming
a member of the propesed natvinal government
and premier if pessible  Siftun’s visit drove
many conscriptionist Lilerals (o the support
of Launer. Amther amtributing factar was
the whitewashingaf the Hon. Robert Rogers
! i retention in the Horden government
Kogers and has peculiar poditical methads do

t ovenmnend themselves 0 the West and the
W lutewaah wrved W create Kreater
anagaumsen against e habn yovernment
All thas cvstnbated towards the actvm of the
cmventvn n endorsing Laurier. The resdu.
tions committee, from which all resdutiyme
crnanated, o 1 understond, spent about eight
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o hesars and an all naght sessacn on Lhis proldem

- g derach balf o)
Iy e ally I Lhe

commutiee, it- s under.

Wilind Laurier and the endapsation’ of his e, wore opgumed W the endoration of any
sadensbip destroyed the offect of all that went  leadder and a very ocnsideralde percentage
wiore. S Wilind Latner & frunkly opgesed favored the arganization of 5 Western party,
w comenpton of men.  He has made that Amt the neuhlrl clement and the b hunters

very pdain Furthermese a onsuderable ole- 7
amemyg b supporters i Quebee ™ are
o ;.u-l W further participaten by Canada
i the Yar By endegur g e leaik rship of
Ser Wilind Launer the conventyn cast Frase

ment

i Wien s an surfernt n oregard W
L eyt s : Sar It mduated »
et o 4 | wWin 1he clctian Lhan o Wi
the wWar New has the West ek o b L

were uncompromisng and finally succeeded
in furcing through resolution which was
finally peesen W the convention. It s
learned, hewmever, that the resclution was not
unammous even In the resdutiuns cummittice
and it was ot unanimeas in the convention
A\ great mapanty of the delegates came o the
i venlun antmaterd 'n, a doure W M alusve

partisarahip and W take & leuadminded,

are looking 0 the food for action
and generally they want strong and determined
action. Here is the fist move: How many
private homes i this country will cut down
“the use of beef, baom and wheat flour in
acoordance with the regulations of the food
cuntroller ! -

\

gencrous attitude towards the solution of our
national crisis They were, however, be-
trayed into the cotirse they finally adopted
by the job hunting crowd who certainly do
not represent the people of this Western
country. In its war policy and in its endorsa-
tion of Laurier the convention did not represent
the best thought and opinion of the pgairie
provinces at least, It has added only further
confusion o an already confused problem.
What it will lead to no one can even guess.
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CONSERVING: EXPORTABLE  FOODS

Hon. W. J. Hanna, food controller of Can-
ada, has issued his first definite regulations
for conserving food that is urgently
by our soldiegs and olir allies across
It 1s ordered under heavy penalty
or bacon be served at any public eating
on Tuesdays or on Fridays and that
days beef and bacon be not served
than one meal per day. It is also ordered
at every meal in every public eati
substitutes for wlite bread must
such as comn brend, cat cakes,” pota
something of that nature. There will
spant of opposition to the regulations
food controller. The best and most reli
information to hand indicates that the
shortage in Britain, France and 1
becoming steadily more serious. It
that without the utmost food supgd
Canada and the United States there
actual starvation among some of
and the children in the countries of
Our fighting men must be i
carry on the struggle. It is
that there should be suflicient
people in Britain, Prance and
these countries every man phy y
war service and it is an absolute im
fir these countries to produce all the
required for thewr gvilian population and
soldiers.  That food, must come from
and the United States.

The food which at present is in the
demand and which can be transported
cheaply and with the most economy of
is wheat, wheat flour, hef and bacon.
United States s buing organised
hittle as possibde of these foody and
much as possibde across the waler,
the aim & to do Jikewise. We have
foud in Canada of varous kinds and it is
duty to do everything in our power o
proger and sufficient food for those across
water. No doubt the food conteoller, as
organization and information becomes
compléte, will make other regulations for
camservation of -Ah-: foods and probald

the «

a thus far y
eating housss. It s _much
regulate the fd consumption 4
homes, but in the hour of the na
every private hume should as far s
obmerve the regulatins of the food contraller
respecting  pubdic eating houses. If ow
private homme will observe these

will sve an inunense quantity of A
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and whent flour. There is plenty of other food
available Maost of us cannot go 0 the front
and fight in the trenches, but each and every

one of us can do Mt home semething
the boys at the front.
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