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COLPORTAGE.

Daring the loot year the qaeetion of Col­
portage agency ban engaged much attention. 
Several gentlemen voluntarily offered coo- 
tribotioos towards the employment of one 
or more Colporteurs. In this way a large 
amount of literature, the valuable litera­
ture of oar own Churoh, was put into eir 
culotion in localities where it was moet 
needed. To many a settler in remote aud 
sparsely settled districts, it was a 
boon to obtain a copy of the Pilgrim’s pro­
gress, or John Nelson’s Journal, or the 
Biography of John Smith, and other vain- 
able volumes, the moet treasured posses­
sions of the Church, for a few cents each.

To endorse thp employment of such an 
agency, to encourage the friends who by 
generous contribution have originated this 
movement, and especially to direct atten- 
tion to Home Mission fields, the sum of 
five hundred dollars was set apart by the 
Conference for the Home Mission Fund, 
for employing Colporteurs—who shall die- 
tribute suitable books in destitute locali­
ties, and render service in Home Mission 
work generally,

Tbe carrying out of this object was en- 
trusted to the Conference Executive Book 
Committee. To give effect to Conference 
action, tbe following resolutions were pass­
ed, in a meeting ot the Committee held on 
tbe 6th July.

1. That a Colporteur be employed in 
each of the Conferences of Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick and P. B. Island, and 
that special arrangements be made with 
Newfoundland.

2. That some of the brethren having in­
timated their intention to give np their in­
terest upon the proposed Book-Room 
Bonds, for tbe benefit ot the Colportage 
Fund, all such amounts, with any other 
contributions which may be received for 
tbe same object, shall be expended for the 
benefit of tbe Conference from which they 
may be received.

3. That a Committee be authorised to 
act on behalf of the Executive, for the

kg Influences were at Work, It its true} 
men rose to some sense of their own dig­
nity, and the greatness of tbe occasion to___  ___^
which they were lending themselves, as the ltteog tbe Service 
General Conference came well in view.. was preached by 
Hence, all motions directed toward 

intensely interesting and 
to arouse every

But observers witnessed more--------------
ment. Faces were flushed with the earn­
estness of debate ; not uofrequeotly from
flve to eight claimants for the right of ( enjoyed an intelle
speech were on their feet at once ; and the {g,, lre seldom favoured 
effect of a division was sure to call out for- o’clock p. m. a social meet 
vent applause from one or other of tbe in­
terested parties. All this there was, as 
one might have anticipated. Bnt there 
was also meet signal displays of talent—that 
kind ot talent which commands the respect

Episcopal Mcthôdiet and the Ret. Joseph But he 
Seller superintendent of tbe Circuit. bn the

V * goo* bid English dirt», “My
friends, bow great learning dosa it require

Tbe bouse was well filled a considerable genial kindness, his 
.........................Jtinstf

SI amonees, ms coristiao earnestness,make these things P**"? .. .
nimber bsvie* drives from the Nesbweak.4a.Jdn strong common Tense, tookiog at '.^ ^^^^eeitested even in our beat 

Tbe dedicatory sermon practical rather than the abstract, and his,aeldom . ,. __ , ■ „
our esteemed friend Rev. deep love for tbe cause of bis Master, iodi- HP*"*- *“ w . . f |0 y,

L Girt,-.to bs. ..ken. warm interest in rated him a. a faithful minister of the Me lesson lo ministers. We refer to Ms 
’ - - - - - ~ *ooe fnto whose hands

the honor and
tbe building end kindly rendered every 
■stance ia bis power to forward the 
work. Hie text was 1 Kings vi, 
clause. “ To set there tbe erk of the 
of the Lmd."

I Them who have heard Mr. Gates need not 
be informed that with such i subject die ooo- 

ed so intellectual feast such as 
with. At three

o’clock p. m. e social meeting was held con- on 
ducted by the Bev. Mr. Train, 
number pert ici psted in the service

At six o’clock p. m. Mr. Gates preached 
from Esekiel 47 chap 9 verse flatter clause )
" tsd every tbiog shell live wbiiher the river 

tb” which be made thesobj ot of e dis­

him as 
Gospel of Chi 

light safely be1
19 latter ioteresto of that large chorch of which he 

is a distinguished member.
After a short lima «peut in the inter­

change ot eourtaeiee, the time was fixed 
for their formal reception at 10 1-2 on 
Monday. Tbe President then announced 
that the Delegates would

Sabbath. Dr. Clarke iol 
Qpita a1 and Elliott in the evening.

is morning

aino vi w“‘v“ ” u . ' coarse of greet depth and power. Tbe houseand admiration of thoughtful add impre , ^ fill,d, notwithstanding e
heavy shower of rain which came on shout 
tbe boor of service. At the oh ee three Demins

sible witnesses. Several young men par­
ticularly distinguished themselves this year. 
With the wise, gifted fathers we were all 
acquainted ; to a few more youthful we 
have received an introduction such as will 
inclina us to look to their future career 
for tbe fulfilment of bright promise.

It was cheering to observe that amid 
much aadoese io separating our numbers, 
—an emotion which found utterance in 
many ways aud in connection with different 
subjects—all proper ambition was cherish­
ed in regard to a brotherly rivalry between 
the future Conferences, w hich will doubt­
less result io great good.

EXAMINATION OX CANDID. 

The order of tbe day was then
#
in taken;eo up

examination of the young men for. 
ordination. Thirteen presented themselves 
ter this purpose, tbe largest number we be­
lieve that has ever been ordained in ooe

WM* I
spmfc hopefully of .hat to 
union. He paid a graceful

Me leasoo
manner of treating scientific questions in
the pulpit. Whilst the preacher, evidently, 
bad no objection to the discussion of ahy of 
tbe qaeetion* raised by science, he remem­
bered that hie buswaaa these was the dis­
cussion of religious truth, not scientific. 
Hence there was oo elaborate setting up of 
systems or points, or men of straw of any 
kind, for the sake of the child's play of 
knocking them down again ; oo exhaustive 
disquisition upon the abstruse principles 
involved in all these questions ; but ou the 
contrary, only keen analysis, going like a 
surgeon’s knife to the very core of the dis­
ease, a few masterly strokes laying bare 
the root of tbe whole matter—a contrast­
ing of rationalism or ritualism or any 
other ism with the Christianity of the Gos-

revirais—add the broad foundation we are 
taring for odr Educational Institutions, and 

be secured by 
and eloquent

tribute to the ability with which our repre­
sentative to their Conference, Rev. H.Pope,
discharged tbe duties of hie mission. As 
Mr. Pope had at that time spoke ot being

but a hic'i showed the double purpose of 
expressing his love for a good story, add, 
also, exhibiting that spirit of self denial and 
devotion ou the part of individuals, which 
has largely contributed to ui iVe the Method­
ist church of the Republic the power which 

! she is to-dav. Hi* peroration was touch- 
i ing and eloquent,—a fitting close to a

deeply1 indebted to the Americans on ae-j speech which had been listened to with 
oonnt of bis father having gone thither, in ! deep interest, and received with every mark

Oc* Delxoatxs rxo* tub United 
States.—Rev. Dr. Clark of Boston, and 
Bev. Mr. Elliott of Philadelphia, were 
this year, by appointment of the General 
Conference ot the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the Northern Stales, our honour­
ed visitors. Their appearance and ad­
dress were all that could have been expect­
ed, considering the authority with which 
they were invested and the Body from 
which they came! Dr. Clark has kindly 
promised ns the manuscript of his sermon, 
delivered io Charlottetown Wesleyan Chorch 
on the Morning of Conference Sunday. 
Our readers will be prepared for a masterly 
piece-of argumentation in laveur of Chris­
tianity and in opposition to some, of the 
prevailing errors of ancient and modern 
times. Next week we will publish an imper­
fect digest of his charge to the candidates 
for ordinatiea.

Mr, Elliott is a man ol very different

were received into Church membership, 
of whom was baptîied ly Mr. Salter.

All who went from Nash weak remained 
during the day, and were well cared for by 
the people of 8 enley with that _ kind hospi­
tality which is one of their prominent eharao-

The Nesbwaek end Boiestown Circuit of 
wbtsh Huntley forms a pert ia now we.I sup­
plied with Churches there having been five 
completed within the past five years, iDelud­
ing one presented to the Conference by Alex. 
Smith Esq., of Blowafleld.

They are ell commodious and comfort able 
buildings well adapted lo tbe went, of tbe 
several congregations.

\y. McBsan.
Natl.voaak, June 20/A, 1874.

year. Tbe examination was lengthy and pel—a proving not so much the truthful 
searching, and occupied the remainder of 
the session. In addition to thii however, 
they were as nsual subjected, io the after­
noon, to soother examination by a commit­
tee. for several hours, upon varions points 
of Christian doctrine and practice. They 
gave satisfactory answers, we believe, of 
having acquainted themselves both with the 
geoeral priocip'ee of troth, and those which 
give to us our peculiarities as a church.
More than this—they were men of thought 
who bad weighed the claims of this Gospel 
which they were to preach, and received it 
not as the dictum of the fathers but>s the 
Word of God. These thorough examina­
tions, which are the closing ones of a series, 
are abundant guarantee that no heresy 
shall find it» way into our pulpits, and that

type from Dr. Clark, bet undoubtedly in 
special purpose of carrying ont Conference I ^ ewn sphere, an able and influential 
action in regard to the employment of Col-1 lp#>)cer 
porteurs.

4. That Rev. W. H. Hearts, the Book- 
Steward, with J. Wesley Smith, Samuel 
W. Brookfield, C W. Wetinore, J. Irvin* 
and Martin B. Hues lis, Eeqrs., are hereby 
constituted such a Committee.

To those interested ia the diffusion of 
Wesleyan literature through the length and 
breath of the land, more especially in Home 
Mission Districts of the Conference, the 
above resolutions will constitute both ex­
planation and appeal. The bonds referred 
to are for amounts paid by several minis 
tars for moetiog in past times the liabilities 
of the Book Coaeern. The proposal has 
been made by several brethren voluntarily 
to transfer these amounts to the benefit of 
the Colportage Fund. Tbe Book Steward 
will be glad at once to receive the names 
ol ethers, who, for the accomplishment of a 
greet work, ere prepared to make the same 
generous offer,

The members of oar Chareh who by 
their liberally have prompted this more 
ment, will, we hope, condone to aid its 
important operations. Contributions will 
be gratefully acknowledged by the Book- 
Steward.

J. Lathxxx, Secy.

A Fooitivx Rstubnsd —We puplisb on 
the first Page, oar Conference Reporters 
first letter from Charlottetown. Our readers 
will searosly remise it with favoar when we 

hat its movements have been, for n 
li.-Uriel meewoger, enytbiog but reputable- 

It left its Island destination weeks ago, bat 
seams to have fallen into evil ways very 

In foot it has been spaing tbe habits 
of srietoeraey, wandering io an unseemly end 
reekleee manner on tbe continent, doubtless 
hobnobbing with fast companions et fashion­
able watering-plaoes sod returning with every 
sign of dissipation, end burdened with debt. 
We bave restored it oooe more to e respect­
able, presentaMe drew, paid its debts end 
•• set it np ! ” We may assume that it is si 
leegtb really sincere in its repentance, and 
its veracity may be telied opoo. Our 
will by it welcome 1

ice, anti 
r restart

REMEDY FOR INSECTS.

To the Editor of the Proriscia! Wesleyan.-—
« Potato bogs end how to core them," 

—such was the heading of so article that 
appeared in year valuable paper of tbe 6th 
iost. Bring a etranger I was led to make 
enquiries concerning the insect that seemed 
to carry such consternation and dismay 
into the ranks of the farmers of this Domin­
ion, causing destruction to the crops, and 
consequent monetary loss to the commu­
nity. Explanation followed my enquiries, 
and I very soon saw that farmers of the 
Dominion are not the only sufferers, but 
that agriculturisU in other lands suffer from 
the same cause, and are led by it to attempt 
a remedy. During five years residence io 
New Zealand and Australia, I observed the 

destruction to crops by the bugs and 
insects, aud watched the various 

tbods employed by different individuals 
to preserve their crops. Some tried lime, 
others tried various chemical preparations, 
but all to no purpose, till at last a mode of 
procedure was adopted that seemed to meet 
the difficulty. Kerosene oil is pronounced 
by men of experience, to be the most suc­
cessful agent in destroying these insects aud 
preserving their crops ; it is used in the 
ihllowing proportion, one part of oil to 12 
parts of water, or where the insects are 
very troublesome, one psrt of oil to 8 
parts of water. A farmer by adopting 
this method saved 14 acres of a potatoe 
crop, and others saved crops from 10 acres 
downward, and even in England it has been 
tried, one farmer to whom I introduced it 
tried it on a garden that was suffering 
severely from tbe ravages of these insects, 
the result being that after 4 times watering 
tbe garden, (with an ordinary water pot 
and using tbs oil aud water in proportions 
as above) the plants began to revive, and 
were not troubled with the insects the re­
maining part ol the summer Hoping the 
tew remarks may be of use to the public 
generally, I remain,

Yours truly,
W. G Lank.

Brunswick Street, July 1th, 1874.
Note —Paraffine and other mineral oils

I understand will answer the same end.

jprolmtrial ftSUaitjjitn.
MANDAT. JULY IB, IBT4.

THE LATE CONFERENCE.

time
com-

Our Reporter has, considering the 
at his disposal, given a spirited and 
preheoeive view of the ordinary proceed 
ings at our recent memorable Conference. 
Next week we will fnrnisk hie eondodiog 
paragraphs. It was the fitting termination of 
an existence extending over nineteen years 
and embracing many remarkable events and 
characters for so brief a duration. Alto­
gether, the Conference of Eastern British 
America had a great history. The men 
who founded and shaped its constitution ; 
tbs delegates from tbe Parent Body who 
gave it betimes a distinguished name and 
potent influence ; the element* of which it 
was composed, comprising orators, debaters 
and financiers, second to none in tbe British 
Provinces ; its seasons of decline ; 
periods of rejoicing—all deserve, which 
we sincerely hope they may oMsio, such a 
record by some skilled, literary genius as 
shall serve to glorify Christ its Head and 
cheer the Church in future generations.

We were on the summit of success when 
a dissolution was effected. Could it hsve 
been foreseen that our condition would pro 
sent just such phases aa these which filled 
us all with wonder and bappinaae, it is 
quite probable that the question of onion 
would have met with a serions check from 
its leave- well-enough-alone opponents. But 
the destiny is fixed. In a year of unexam­
pled prosperity,—oor converts conoted

Add boss.—The Rev. Joseph Seller, A M. 
and Mrs. Seller, on the eve of their depertnre 
from Nesbwaek, have been presented with e 

flattering address by the devoted 
friends to whom our Brother bsi 
ministering for three years. Mr. Seller 
plied in suitable language. Our beloved 
Joseph bis, like many of bis ministerial 
Brethren, received this year the cost of many 
sobers,—the pledge of eieeet* end special 
regard. May the Divine Father still afiord 
His rioh bless!oge to tbe Chareh ; then shell 
its ministers be ever held in highest favour !

Rev. G. W. Fisher,—“ Shepherd of Salie 
bury Plains" bse been presented also with 
en address, expressive of great esteem and 
love by bis people.

The Pastoeal Annans, on our first page, 
should be reed this year in tbe Chorobee, not 
merely sa s doty, bat also for the advantage 
of its timely end important truths. It very 
ably sets forth our present transition es 
Cherub, end oor many obligations to God for 
bis mercies.

«flrwpeefltefe.
To the Editor of tbe Provincial Wesleyan :

CHURCH DEDICATION.
. IVV luvissi TV veicjnu .

DEDICATION. / 

According to annonq/e-Mr. Editoh :—According to aonon 
moot the Wesleyan church, ot Stanley 
York County was dedicated to tbe service 
of God oo Sunday the 14th iost. This 
Church, the foundation of which was laid 
about nineteen months ago is situated in 
beautiful and commanding position front­
ing the village of Stanley, and is a well 
built structure 27 ft. x 4<fo ft. and 16 ft. 
ceiling. The windows are in the Gothic 
style and are so arranged that the house 
can be veetilated without exposing the con­
gregation tostbe dangers of draughts. It 
bas three rows of pews with two aisles. 
Tbe woodwork of the interior is painted 
aad grained in walnut and oak, and pre­
sents a flue appearance.

Tbe Church cost upwards of one thons 
. and dollars, yet the buildiog committee 

by thousand» ; our Home Mission Treasury I printed it to tbs Conference on the day 
overflowing, notwithstanding some sixty | ot dedication, with the satisfactory an

oouncement that the peu» were all free and 
there remained a debt of only one hundred 
dollare on the building. This debt was 
reduced to fifty dollars by the collections at 
the morning and evening services.

When we reflect that at the time the 
building of this Church was first projected

claimants had been added to its lists in four 
years ; upwards of thirty candidates re­
ceived into the ministry, while 
presented themselves demanding as many 
more at the least ; the property of oor 
Cbnreh increased greatly In vaine ; salaries
well sustained, and the pole* of our neonU il might almost have been said that there 

* 1 were no Methodists in Stanley, too much
praise canot be accorded to the Rev. Joe. 
Seller, who may justly claim the credit of 
being the originator of the movement, and

shall be men who can “ rightly divide tbe 
word of truth.” Indeed the number of ex­
aminations which the aspirant for clerical 
honors must undergo is something remark­
able, and we believe wholly peculiar to our 
organization. The probationer must en­
dure three when received on trial, one be­
fore the District and two before the Con­
ference ; at the end of eacli succeeding 
year he must undergo two moye, until the

new of other schemes, as their uselessness, 
impressing us most deeply with the feet 
that this scheme and this only “ is the pm#* 
er of God onto salvation to every one that 
believeth," and filling our hearts with 
thankfulness that tbe lines have fallen to us 
in pleasant place* and that we have to 
goodly a heritage.

As a pulpit orator Dr. Clarke must stand 
high. Hie great range of thought,—bis 
power of logical argument, hie wealth of 
illustration — Me genlne of quickening 
thought, of moving the feelings, of delight­
ing tbe fancy, and above all, the unction 
from the Holy one which accompanied all 
those utterances mark him at one who can 
not be barren or unfruitful in tire work of 
the Lord.” Long may lie live to adorn the

those who are sent forth by our cliurcklcburch of hie choice, and often may we be
permitted to listen to his loving words and 
wise fatherly counsels,

(Our Reporter bad to preach on Sunday 
afternoon and cannot consequently furnish 
any reference to tbe Love Feast and Sun­
day school addresses io the Wesleyan 
Church. Ed.)

dr. eluott’s sermon.

In the evening we were favored with a 
sermon from the junior delegate Dr. Elliot.last year when he undergoes four, making *®fn - ^ .

in all thirteen examinations before he i. His text was NeH. 9 ; b. • The hosts of 
admitted to foil eonnectioo. No wonder the : hraven worshipped Thee. After a few
candidate thinks it examination ad neiustt»»
It is true that many ol these cover nearly 
the same ground, and although an improve­
ment might perhaps be effected here by 
scanning a wide field, and thus giving more Çlcar as ur. uiarxe s, renoerii 
breadth to the discipline, still this repetition difficult for him to be heard 
has its advantages, io tending to impress 
the leading truths more deeply oo the 
mind, and familiarise the beginner more 
thoroughly with the definitions of which 
they are set forth, and the proofs and argu­
ments by which they are supported.

SERVICE OE SONO.

In the evening was held the “ Service 
of Song.” This has become quite a popu­
lar feature in our conferential gatherings.
We were not able to be present, but learn­
ed from them that were, that it was a most 
excellent meeting. The blessed influence 
which, during tbe past winter had been so 
copiously poured out, still seemed to rest 
upon tbe worshipping assembly. Earnest 
addresses, fervent prayers, aud full voiced 
song gave opportunity to all to worship 
God according to conscience and abil­
ity. There is, perhaps, no place within 
the range of the Conference territory in 
which such a service could be conducted 
more efficiently. If any people should be 
filled with the spirit of praise, it is the peo­
ple of Charlottetown at the present tlmef 
and we know, from repeated proofs, that 
their powers of eoog are of a very high 
order. Using no instrument save what 
God has given them, the large congregation 
pours forth a tide of melody which comes 
the nearest to our idea of congregational 
praise ol anything which we have heard in 
these Provinces. We hope that tbe "Ser­
vice of Song " may become a more com­
mon feature in our religious worship. We

preliminary remarks upon the tendency and 
necessity of worship, he followed his text 
into a disquisition upon the nature and em­
ployment of angels. Hie voice is not so 
clear as Dr. Clarke’s, rendering it more

in a large
building, hot nevertheless he was listened 
to with deep interest by a congregation con­
siderably larger than that of the morning. 
The two sermons cannot be contrasted, as 
they did not belong to the same class. 
Each, however, had its excellencies. That 
of the evening lacked somewhat of the grace 
and finish of the morning one, but was 
characterized by bold vigorous thought. 
Indeed, to our stereotyped views, it might 
seem in some minor points, to he almost 
too bold, more speculative than practical. 
Such for instance, as the idea that angels 
were possessed of etherialized material 
bodies ; aod his exegesis of Dan. 10 ; 13. 
—But the sermon was calculated to incite 
thoughtful inquiry, and an interest in 
things not clearly revealed ; but which 
are legitimate subjects of investigation. 
May wo be induced to examine these sub­
jects more thoughtfully aad closely, re­
membering always, as the preacher did, 
that we cannot kooilr what is absolutely 
wise or true, save as we find that God has 
placed upon it the stamp of revelation.

Fourth Day—Monday.

Conference was opened with the usual 
devotional exercises.

After the reading of the minutes the 
istioos as asked add answered in Congoes

fereuco were taken up in order. Thai for 
this mornings consideration was— “ What 
ministers had died during the year ?” This 
question always awakens deep and solemn 
feeling in the minds of all. Banded to 
gather, as we are by one peculiar tie, we

everywhere beating high ;—with tbeaa 
vantages, and at this stags, we have enter­
ed a union with our' neighbours in the 
West. Thank God, we bring to them nolle this commutes who have displayed so

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS.

Third Dat,—(Continuid.)
DELEGATES FROM * 1. GENERA^ 

CONFERENCE.

At 10J the Conference work was agree­
ably Interrupted by tbs arrival of Delegates 
from the Methodist Eoiscopal Church of 
the United Slates, the Rev.Drs. Clarke and 
Elliott. They were conducted to the plat­
form, aod introduced to tbe President by 
the Rev. H. Pope, 2nd. who was onr dele­
gate to the last General American Confer­
ence. The visitors were received with 
every mark of pleasure and respect, and 
for a time at least, were the objects of an 
undivided and we may say scrutinizing 
attention. To many of us this was the 
first deputation which had been received 
from this great sister church, and curiosity 
was on tiptoe to discover if possible what 
manner ol men these were. We know 
well that this church holds among its 
10,°00 ministers, many who had distin­
guished themselves in the fields of litera­
ture, science and theology, stars who shone 
both in the pulpit and on the platform, and 
we hoped that some of these had been com­
missioned to come down to illuminate our 
darkness. Tbe investigation seemed to be 
satisfactory. As representatives their ap­
pearance was creditable to the church by 
which they were sent. Dr. Clarke, who 
seems to be the head of the delegation, is 
a man of slight build and scarcely medium- 
height, but appears taller than he really is, 
and now well advanced into the fruitful 
autumn of life. Hie keen intellectual cast 
of countenance, the dignified yet genial 
courtesy of manner, and the graceful turn 
of expression, all indicate him as fitted to 
fill soy position with honor to himself aod 
his church. He is evidently a man of high 
culture—not that culture which emascu­
lates, of which there is already in the Chris­
tian Church too much, which consists in 
lopping off and narrowing down within tbe 
trimmest bounds of propriety—but a cul­
ture which broadens and deepens the whole 
intellectuel nature, which develops latent 
power, aod trains that power so as to 
clothe strength with beauty. Such to us 
seemed Dr Clarke the Christian gentleman, 
the model ol the christign minister. Physi­
cally, Dr. Elliott—wm don’t know whether 
he is a Dr. or not though—is far superior 
to his colleague. Tbe latter is decidedly 
American in physique, the former essen­
tially English, and there is that genial 
warmheartedness aod earnestnees about 
him, which we are accustomed io thought 
to aaaociate with the Old World worthies. 
He is tall aud portly, and although his hair 
and beard are plentifully sprinkled with 
gray, we presume that it is not altogether 
the effects of excessive study or corroding 
cere. To say that he is inferior to Dr. 
Clarke in culture and intellectual power, is 
only whet might be said of most men.

say for the benefit of those who do not KetBer' “ one Pec, "‘r we
derstaud it. nature, that it is simply attS<---- ,---- , , ^ ,

prayer or social meeting with the prominent
place given to song.

CONFERENCE SUNDAY. _

Sunday i^tlways a high day at Confer­
ence both to ministers aod people. It « a 
day filled with spiritual privileges, and 
often crowned with abundant blessings. By 
ministers especially is it highly prisai. It 
is a day of rest from the exacting toil of 
Conference work. But more then this, 
there are privileges connected with it, from 
which they as class are almost-wholly shut 
out. Condemned for twelve months, per­
haps to the aouod of their own voice—with 
scarcely the opportunity of listening to a 
sermon except their own, they feel a plea­
sure which ministers only can feel in sit­
ting down with the multitude to receive of 
the bread of life.

The day was cold and cloudy, with fre­
quent showers, but this did not prevent the 
warm-hearted people of Charlottetown from 
turning ont in sufficient numbers to fill com­
fortably their spacious church, which, if 
we can trust the judgment of their pastor, 
is larger then Henry Ward Beecher’s. The

by the answer to this question that we are 
passing away. Oue generation comeih 
and another generation goeth, is as true of 
our ministry as of mankind in general 
The Rev. Thoe. Smith was the only breach 
of the kind made in the ranks of those in full 
connection this year. A paper was read by 

| Rev. E. Brattle in reference to him, tbe sub­
stance Ol which bas already appeared in 
She Wbslitax. The letter writers were 
directed to prepare a letter of condolence 
to Mr*. Smith and also to others whoso 
relatives bed died during the year.

At 10}, the hour appointed for the reoep- 
lon of addresses aud delegates, Conference 
passed to the order of the day. The ad- 
dress from the British Conference was first 
taken up. This address, the last yearly 
one, probably, which we shall receive, was 
listened to with deep interest ss read by 
the Secretary. It was felt to be a farewell, 
although there was nothing of the sadness 
which usually mingles with such greetings. 
There was rather the joy of the parent who 
gives the daughter, tenderly nourished, into 
the hand of one who worthly seeks her for a

___ ____  ____________ ___ life long union. The letter was filled with
opening services were conducted by tbe ; kindly greetings and congratulation. It 
President—tbe sermon as announced was | referred to our prosperity and especa !y to
by Dr. Clarke. As tbe Dr. has promised 
a copy of this sermon to tbe Wesleyan, it} 
would scarcely be fair to forestall the judg-, 
ment of your readers, or take away the. 
keen edge of novelty from the pleasure of ** “ pledge of better things, 
reading it. But we cannot forbear saying e<* eerveale of God who had

oor numerical iucrease. This as indicat­
ing what we are doing for God, is always a 
point of deepest interest to the parent body. 
It spoke of its own increase of nearly 2,000 

Tbe honour- 
fallen iu the

tftuiug IXe uut VTu Lituuuii Hit vunt naj lug -, , , » . *

few words about it, assuring all, how- conflict, or who had passed away from
ever, that it must be read, or rather should 
say heard iu order to be appreciated. It is 
doubtless presumptuous to criticise such a 
production, but every one lias a right to an 
opioioo, aud we give ours, not officially, 
but personally.

DR. CLARKF.’s SERMON.

Tbe text was Acts xvi. 13 : “ And

Supernumerary relationship, were not tor- 
gotten. The names of Thomas Jackson, 
William Shaw, Thomas Waugh, aod others 
who have died this year, must always re­
main as fragrant memories in the history 
of Methodism. It referred to tbe prosper­
ous state of onr Funds as giving security 
for the future. To the Union with Canada, 
it gave its cordial approval, and expressed

the Sabbath we went out of the city by the ! its confident trust that all onr hopes would 
river side, where prayer was won’t to be be more than realized. The address will,
mode ; and we sat down and spake unto 
the women which resorted thither.”

we presume, be published in full. It was 
Tbe1 received with every expression of eatisfac 

‘ tion.sermon, viewed from the standpoint of the 
text, was faulty. There was no very «tear 
connection between the too. Scores of pas­
sages could have been found which would 
have served as a starting-point just as well, 
aod would have been kept in sight just as
long. But this was a blemish which none ,, , , , . ,, ,
would see, perhaps, save thoee who wished 0“rrLCoQf«reo0«-

Tho President then introduced 
THE AMERICAN DELEGATES

to the Conference. Dr. Clarke presented 
the credentials of himself and colleague 
Then the fraternal letter from the General

was rea/1 by the Secretary. This admira­
ble letter was filled with expressions of cor­
dial, brotherly effectioo. It referred to

to find fault. The audience, like tbe 
preacher, soon forgot the text in the mae-
r*ü'^ Thi Mwaînf^Cod and'the tlwir owo wonderful and continued growth

-I •rt* *“■ t °iwas a development of the Apostle’s thought k-ndly relations, and breathed a prayer
an-xGl -L______L ,1.:______ _ ,.c that no dark cloud might ever come be­

tween the two nations to which wo sever-—“ God hath chosen the weak things of 
this world, Ac,” and was simple and un­
pretending both in thought aod diction. Bet 
when he launched into the depth* of his 
discourse, especially when unfolding the

ally belong
At its close ^r. 

Conference. He sp
Clarke addressed the

•poke of his task as a

decaying cbnreh—no beggarly 
To what canes shall we escribe the 

marked ability which characterised several 
debates, daring the recent session? Excit­

era* energy—so much genuine 
ia the matter.

push 1

Thera were on the platform at the open­
ing service at 11 o’clock a. m. the Rev. L. 
Gaels of Fredericton, the Rev. Mr. Truan

last leading thoughts,—the reality of a eu-. pirating but difficult one. It was pleasing 
pernatural power iu religion, and the utcet- hsrause of the kindly feelings cherished by

—j ----- —„-------- ----------- ------- -------  aiiy of this sup rnaiurat power, he trod the himself and those whom be represent to-
There era few who would not suffer by field of religious and scientific controversy ! wards this Conference, it was difficult be-
being pleoed in a position where they with the steps of a giant. As we listened cause he con Id not fittingly give expression 
would necessarily be brought into compar- t0 his clear, beautiful setting forth of some 10 these feelings. He congratulated ns
isos with one who we believe has not many 0f the loftiest thoughts of oor holy religion, UP°° our prosperity, as manifested more
superiors on this continent or the old. ' we could not but be reminded of the words especially in our numerous and extensive

His younger days aad carried off one ot its 
fair daughter*, ha (Dr. C.) hoped that our 
Conference would always pay the interest 
on this' debt as they had done in this case, 
and he lelt asekred that his Chorch, et 
least, would consider the debt as good pro 
perty well invested. He endorsed the wish 
that had been expressed for the continuance 
of peace, and referred in language which 
thrilled every heart and called forth repeat­
ed bursts of applause, to the noble advance. 
“ tbe advance of this century ” which these 
tie* great nations had made io calling in to 
se}tle their own disputes, “ the Angel of 
Arbitration ” instead of the " Demon of 
War." He spoke of their polity, like our 
own, not being of the Mede and Persia 
type. They had introduced the lav ele­
ment into * the Geoeral Conference, and 
trusted that it would be a means of cement­
ing together more firmly the different inter­
ests of Methodism. Their wonderful pros, 
parity came in for an extended notice. 
Their membership of nearly 2,000.000. 
their 10,000 ordained ministers, and 12,000 
local preachers—these augmented by 
7)4,000 members, *78 ministers, and -410 
losal preachers yearly, besides au increase 
of Churches, averaging about 1| per labor­
ing day, furnished an array of figures at 
which tbe world might wonder and the 
Church of God rejoice.

He referred to their two great publishing 
establishments, and to the great work which 
they were doing. Their Educational faeili 
ties were passed in review. They have, we 
were told, 27 Colleges, 69 Academies, 3 
Theological Institutes io the United States, 
1 in Germany, and 1 in India. Boston 
University, one of these latest enterprises 
was fast pressing itself into tbe first rank 
among Educational Institutions He spoke 
of the great work being done in instructing 
and elevating the colored race in the South, 
and of their missionary efforts in general 
For this purpose $840,000 were raised an­
nually by the 'Church, but this was the one 
fact of which he was ashamed. It did not 
compare at all favourably with the amounts 
calculated by British or Canadian Method 
ists. He referred briefly to other facts 
connected with their standing and progress, 
bnt would not go into details, for he (eared 
that be had already wearied his audience 
by tbe recital of this dull, dry figures— 
“ But '* said he, with gteal emphasis and 
power “ I can and do assure you, Mr. 
President, that these dry bones live They 
have come together, bone to his bone ; they 
are covered with tendons and sinews 
there beats beneath them a mighty throb­
bing heart, ami there is poured over them 
and through them, the full life flood of a 
de way youth.” (Great applause.)

Time and space would both lail to give 
even a serviceable outline of this very elo­
quent and powerful address. Hs spake of 
the great work committed to them of grap­
pling with those doctrines which were as­
sailing the foundation of society, of rescu­
ing the West from savageism, and of 
spreading scriptural holiness over the land. 
And there were dangers besetting them 
Their very greatness was a source of peril. 
The change through which they were pass­
ing—the transition from the log hut, to the 
Cathedral aod enlarged Educational faeili 
ties, was apt to engender pride or eolf-de- 
pendence They were striving to recog­
nize the necessity of maintaining a high 
spiritual life and a dependence upon Divine 
power. American Methodist* were Wes­
leyan Methodists still. They were a pecu 
liar people and meant to be so. God hat 
honoured them in the past and if they 
were true to the great principles with which 
they started, He would honour them in the 
end. "• - !

The Rev. Gentlemen was repeatedly 
cheered during the progress of his masterly 
address, aod when lie came to hie perora­
tion and, with a Voice trembling with emo­
tion, turned to the President grasping bis 
hand, and in the name of the Church which 
he represents, bade the Conference good­
bye and God speed, invokieg upon them 
the richest blessings of heaven in the lan­
guage of the Apostolic benediction—eyee 
unused to weep were suffused with tears. 
Ho took bis seat having felly vindicated, io 
tho humble opinion of our Conference, hie 
right to be considered oue of the foremost 
orators of the age.

Dr. Elliot was then introduced to the 
Coherence. He was glad to be among 
them to receive their kindly greetings and 
to listen to the comprehensive speech with 
which they bad just been favored. He had 
said before coming that all he would have 
to do would he to be to receive their greet­
ings and to say amen to the remarks of bis 
colleague. This he found to be exactly bis 
position. He referred to the epiritoal at­
mosphere which seemed to pervade the 
Conference aod the place. He was glad to 
see in their examinations pf young men that 
they adhered so closely to the old landmarks 
of Methodism, manifesting a stronger desire 
to keep up the fire than to increase tbe quan­
tity of water. And there was a necessity that 
they should preach fire—not only fire from 
above, but fire eternal and if they choose 
to say it—infernal. He spake of their own 
work, and of their bishops. Wesley was 
afraid of hi shops—afraid that they might 
not prove to be good men. The fear had 
been groundless in this case for their bish­
ops were devoted to the cause of God, ready 
t* go into tbe little pieces, and bye-places, 
and even into plsces which were no placet 
at all, that they might make a place for 
Methodism. He referred lo tbe work 
which had been done in Philadelphia with­
in lour weeks before be left. Four chur­
ches had been dedicated to God through 
Methodist effort and rapid progress was 
being made io other departments of Chris­
tian labor. Methodism was preaching to 
many people. Four millions were enrolled 
as Chorch members, all bis, and all ours. 
But this did not represent those who went to 
heaven through melhodist instrumentality. 
There were hosts of children converted iu 
early life, hut who join no church—there 
were those who forfeited church connection 
but were eventually saved—and those who 
working with other churches, were convert­
ed by Methodist preaching. Then there were 
the great hosts who were filling ourChurches 
from Sabbath to Sabbath probably twenty 
million ; and outside of all this it is aod has 
been preaching to all the churches of 
Christendom. The great doctrine of a 
knowledge of sins forgiven was no longer 
a strange doctrine,the drawling of a fanatic, 
but one of the acknowledged troths of re­
ligion. lie referred to an Episcopalian as 
a witness lo the fact that it was to our 
class-meeting that we owed onr prosperity.

“ It enabled us he said to gather up 
God’s nobleman, aod to secure the best 
ministry in tbe world.” He felt when he 
saw what bad been done and what remain­
ed to be done that R was good to be of tbe 
number. A considerable part of bis 
speech was made up of the relation of in­
cidents which it is impossible to reproduce,

of pli-asnre nml mvisfariion.
The,Rev. II. l’opc then moved the fol­

io fin- resolution.— Kesolved :—That this
C. mforehas been cres’lv please,1 to hear 
I he address of the Methodist Episco­
pal church of the United States i>f America 
so cordial in its spirit.and highly encotfrag- 
in» and instructive in the intelligence it 
conveys ; aud would most earnestly recipro­
cate the fraternal feelings ol our American 
bretheren as expressed by theiy honored 
represen fives the Rev. Win. K. Clarke D.
D. and the Rev. W. H. Elliott ; to whose 
eloquent, affectionate ami suggestive utter­
ance we have I wen permitted to listen^» 
and for whose future happiness and success 
in the can«e of our common Master we 
most earnestly pray.

Mr. Pipe" lelt that although he had 
moved the resolution, he ought as the time 
was short, to give wav to the ex preaideot 
I)r. Stewart, who hail so lately appeared 
among them, and who had no opftortunity 
of speaking to any important question 

I)r. Stewart in seconding the resolution, 
said that he was cheered by the repott 
which they had heard ol the progresa, not 
of Methodism, but of the cause of Christ. 
He felt that such testimonies as those which 
had been received this morning, must cheer 
the hearts of I lie fathers, because they 
would find that they had not been alone in 
their trials, others had toiled as they bad 
toiled and wept as they had wept. He 
was glad for the middle aged mes who 
were present, for they would leant that 
earnest faithful labor had been in tbe past 
and would I to in the future crowned with 
success. He was glad for the young men 
just entering the work. Manv of these 
when they en countered the difficulties of 
tho way, were tempted to think that there 
was a land possessed of every thing that 
heart could desire. He understood from 
their report tint there were places even in 
tbe United States that were no places, and 
weak churches that had to b* helped ont of 
the mire by the first bishops in the land. He 
was glad for the laymen who were pressât.I pres
The examples cited of noble liberality nodt 
devotedness, he trusted would inspire many 
of those to go and do likewise.

The Rev. II. Pope, Sen., rising to speak, 
was called to the platform. He supposed 
that this was the last session in which he 
should see them all together. He thanked 
God who had preserved him so long—69 
years in the work qf the regular ministry. 
He touched every heart as lie spoke of his 
mother converted under the greet Adam 
Clarke, taking him when a child to be 
blessed by Mr Wesley. He had always 
valued that blessing, and when converted 
felt that to him, too, was the sacred com­
mission given. He alluded to what had 
been said about his going to tbe State» 
when quite a young man, aod caused great 
amusement by reiterating with all the 
energy of a stripling, that he did go to the 
States, and was siicctssful too. His dosing 
remarks were given with all that earnest­
ness of tone and deep feeling, which indi­
cate very plainly that he spake that which 
he knew.

The resolution was then approved by a 
rising vote of the Conference, after which 
the President addressed the Delegates in a 
few well-chosen words. We had seen, with 
great satisfaction, the wonderful progrès» 
of their church, Rod also the unity of doc­
trine, of purpose, aod, for tbe most part of 
discipline, which characterized two Chris­
tian bodies.

On motion it was resolved that ex-presi­
dent Pope and the Co-delegate, be ap­
pointed a committee to prepare a suitable 
reply to the American Conference.

The singing of a hymn aod the beoedim 
tion then brought this most important, In­
teresting and lengthy session to a close.

AFTBBNUVN SESSION.
This was occupied wholly in the consid­

eration of character relating te ooe of the 
Newfoundland brethren. Much time was 
consumed, many speeches made, and very 
little done.

EVENING—ORDINATION SERVICE.
Fifth Dat—Tubsdat.

Conference opened as usual :
After reading ef the minutes the Confer­

ence proceeded to its regular work. In 
answer to the question, “ What ministers 
became Supernumeraries ?" it was found 
that John A. Clarke, A M., Robert Was­
son, F. W. Harrison, Richard Wqddsls, 
O. W. Tuttle aud J. J. Colter were obliged 
to rest for a year if not longer. Brethren 
Heartz and Catcher, were allowed sup­
plies—the first for three months, tbe other 
for two. Bro. Nicolson informed the Con­
ference that the Rev. A W. Tattle, who 
bed been absent several years pursuing a 
literary cause, had returned and was thea 
present. Bro. Tuttle being called upon ad­
dressed a few words to the Conference.

He was thankful to find himself among 
them once more. He had gone to the 
States, not because there were no Educa­
tional advantage* in Nova Scotia, but for 
other reaious. He returned, not because 
there ere no openings for labours there, 
not because he had not had solicitation* 
numerous and flattering, but because he 
eokld never be anything but a British sub­
ject, nor anything lint a Wesleyan Method­
ist. He came back to hie work strong, 
physically, aud he hoped not less so, intel­
lectually, than when he left, aod he thank­
ed them for permitting him to retain bis 
connection with them during his prolonged 
absence.

What Supernumeraries return to tbe 
full work of a Circuit ?” Bro. Sargent’s 
case was taken into consideration, and it 
was finally concluded to appoint him as an 
assistant on it circuit iu a supernumerary 
relation.

Tbe Statistics of tho Church were then 
passed under review. In our membership 
there was found to bo a large increase, 
After supplying all losses there were added 
1616 names, or over ten per cent. This 
however, represents only a small part ot 
the work of the year. Owing to our system 
of trial for membership, the convenions of 
the past year appear to only a limited ex­
tent upon our Church books. If we bad 
received persons into full membership at 
once, on proof of their conversion, as most 
other Churches do, we should have had, 
instead of what we report, a gain of over 
five thousand, or more than thirty per cent, 
in a single year Surely it has been a 
year of wonderful ingathering into the (old 
of Christ. May to morrow be as this day, 
and much more abundant.” As an illus­
tration of tbe working of this system, we 
may refer to the case of I*. E. Island. This 
District, through almost the whole extent of 
which there have been wonderful outpour­
ings of tlie Spirit of God, returns and ac­
tual increase of only 136,—but with near­
ly 1000 on trial. The largest iucrease in 
membership has been from Newfoundland, 
where we have been ^gathering iu, to some 
extent, the harvest of last year. About


