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ORDINATION SERVICE.

mighty would they ^become in preaching the 
word. It was natural to desire to get helps. 
It was right to get them. Yet there was 
nothing eipial to the book itself.

They should study it derot iorialfy. It would
vice was concluded. D.

1E£ST. JAMEÊST. W. M. CHURCH.

ed to win souls, the poverty, the sense of de- fort exerted, of all studies that which would 
e # pcndence—-which you are never likely to tor- accomplish most was the study of God's word.

The ordination service was held in the get and if you do, some one will be sure to re- No study of any other book could compare to
SO^h UI*C ’ fe eriC*OD’1 ’’ ’ uüe mind you of it—all these things render the to the study of God's word. It was an inea

rth’ il. i.i • prospects of a minister by no means brilliant baustible fountain. No book could be nut inIhe Ikrsident commenced the service ... , . . ,, A 'by announcing the 744tl. hymn, after which , b °f ™miort- But >el lhere 18 * PIa^- Th« morc ^ •">**<* 11 lbe more
the Co-Delegate engaged in prayer. 6r°LWmg oul of lbe,,e circumstances,

The Secretary of Conference said lie m *bc lbou6bt that >ou are I,v,nK for °,bcr8»
had the name of Robert A. Daniel, as re- and m ,hat 8acn,,ce there is a joy deeper and
commended from the St. John District, and more ab,tjm6 that man feels whose every 
that of Richard W. Weddall, from the Ilali- wisb has he60 gratified. This is the joy set
fax District for ordination—thele were before tie man who endures the cross. For become food to their souls. In their earlier
names familiar to the congregation, their this reason I love the work of the ministry. It years ministers did not perhaps feel this so
honored fathers were before them in this I know my own heart, the one real absorbing much, but as they became older it became
ministry. These young brethren did not thought aud aim of my life is to save souls. more valuable to them. Some had to lament
possess grace by hereditary descent. Having, And I pray God that in this solemn moment the email measure of success which they had Alexander Sutherland, late of Richmond et.
experienced the converting grace of God wherein he calls me to devote myself wholly to enjoyed ami which they believed it to be the Church, Toronto, delivered his inagural ad-
t ii.y were first prepared ttt 0»eir Quarterly this work that He would deepen in my heart the privilege of ministers to enjoy. Now <be dresses to tbe congregation ot St. Jame» »t.
Boards as suitable persons for lire Chrstian love of lou|„, W0ll|d gr.nt to me all the graces amount ol energy and power would have been church to which he has seen appointed. The
ministry. Passing thence they appeared al , , .. . , , . ... , . , vtiurcb, to wnicn ne nas seen appointed, toe
their District meetings from which they ° „ 7 C° '0rlh ‘° ”7 labour «."* ‘7 ’"."''.■'‘V- ! t ? ”T, ^urch was filled with an attentive audience,
were recommended to Conference to be re- ",e08tbenui1 m tb« consaousner» ol Ins pre- trhed. Hu believed wul.out any hes,talion the M1j lbe iUv. gentleman selected as his text,
ceived on trial, since which they had been I ,e“ce’ and m lbe l>ower ol ,hbt lru,b wL,ul‘ t,oss,b,l,,y 01 walk'ng >° 'be light as he is in the j pillœ ,„xix> 10 16.
subjected to three annual examinations aud 8avmg roe> ,s ablti to save 3,1 t0 wl,,J,u 1 Prcsch light.” To do this would be to cancan .linos-1 „ B|wei u the peop|e thl, know the jojfal
at this Conference they had been examined **' jibcre which others breathing would teel to be , sound ; they shall walk, O Lord, in the L'gbt of

Mr Weddall was next called upon, aud a power. Thry must be wholly rcmiecrated to ,
trod. I he power was that which came iront 

They should cultivate it by living a holy

the axe upon, tbe great trees of evil around and dread. The atheist is not much better. To our mind there is â* deeper significance j at times like the cracking of innusserable
them. He prayed God to bless them and to To the awakened sinner God is a judge. Bnl in the matter than intimated by the /mirprn | whips. Voderneath this was the deep, resonant
grant at last they might be found in heaven to the Christian God is a father, and Christ a dent. It is not that they think other denotni- j roar of the cataract."
where they would be “ lost in wonder, love brother. •• In thy name shall they rejoice all nations have imperfeetly perlorroed a rite, but 5 Professor Tyndall, while describing this
andpraise." the day," *• The name ot the Lord is a strong that they have not pettormed it at all. Our | scene, records the exhilarating effect it pro-

The hymn commencing “Saviour we tower; the righteous runneth into it and is Daplist friends do not regard sprinkling or duced upon his mind An eminent friend 
know thou art in every age," &e.. was sung, sale." pouring as baptism in any proper sense of j of mine often speaks to me ot tbe mistake of
after which tbe ex-President engaged in Lastly, *• Two men went up into the temple the word, and think that no one can lawlully | those physicians who regard man's ailments as
prayer and this solemn aud interesting ser- to pray. One was a Pharisee and the other partake of the Lord's Supper until they have j purely chemical, to be met by chemical reme-

IXACGURAL SeRMONS OF REV. A. SUTHERLAND.

Yesterday morning and evening the Rev.

• publican. The pharisee prayed thua; God been baptized—that is, immersed. And in j dies only, lie contends for the psycho logeai 
I thank thee 1 am not as other men are, eator- view ol the lull bearing of the subject, it be-1 element of cure. By egreeble emotions, be 
tioners, unjust. &c.. or even as this publican, comes a curious question — in what sense do j says, nervous currents are liberated which 
But tbe publican, standing alar o£, smote upon they meet, cooler, and deliberate in lbe Kvan- 
bis breast, saving, God be merciiul to me a, gelieal Alliance with other denominations • Do 
sinner. “ I tell you," says Christ, •' this man they regard these as Christians in realitix ’br 
went down to his bouse justified rather than the only as Christians in name? Do they look 
other.” “In thy rigbteousneaa shall they be upon their own churches as simply exhibiting 
exalted.” Not in their own righteousness, but tbe best form of Christian organization, or do 
tbe righteousness of Jesus, and bv it exalted they regard them as the only legitimate forms ? 
into the sonsbip of God gnd brotherhood of If the first, then it seems reasonable that they 
Christ. This joyful sound must have some- j might look upon others as true Christians, and 
th^ng lor U». It has sounded for all ages A ***

again. Having passed all these tests satis
factorily they were regarded as worthy of 
being received into full connexion and he

■
President and Christian Friends,—

ordiuaUou ^leasure in PreaenliuS them for j,uring mo<t ol mj exrlier ,i|e , wa, |he „ub

The President said it was customary lo 
require young brethren thus enmiug before 
them to give a brief statement respecting 
their conversion aud call lo the ministry, to 
satisfy our members that we laid bauds 
suddenly on no man. This laying on of 
tbe hands was not the creation ot a m nis- 
ferial order but a recognition of the call of 
the Head of lbe Church lo this work He 
urged the congregation lo pray that ibis 
might be made a season of power such as 
would long be remembered.

Mr. Daniel was then called upon, who 
spoke as follows:—

Mr. President and Christian Friends,—It is 
with much diffidence that I speak to you of my 
conversion and call to tbe ministry ; not because 
I doubt either the one or tbe other, but be

rceuse those truths which are most dear to us, 
j those experiences which lorm the great ejioubs 

in the aoul-bistory, are experiences which seem 
to us too sacred, almost, for the publicity ot 
speech. I was early the subject ot religious 
mpressions. While but a child, I was led 

; hrough tbe teaching ol Christian parents to 
see my need of a Savionr, and dui ing a widely 
extended revival of religion in Charlottetown 
sought and oblained the pardon of my sins. At 
that time 1 believe 1 was soundly converted 
Like many others, however, 1 wandered far 
from the fold of God, fell into sin, and be
came as earnest in sin as I had been in the ser
vice of Christ. But God did not leave me to 
myself ; that Divine Spirit, seeking ever to save 
tbe lost found me out and touched my heart 
with a sense of sin and brought me to the fold 
of God. This, however, was not the work ol 
a day, or a week, but of veari. God has many 
ways of bringing men to a knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus manifold are the influ
ences through which the Divine Spirit works in 
accomplishing his object We cannot trace out 
all the influences by which the character is 
shaped, yet there are circumstances and occas
ions which are so marked in their influence 
upon us that we refer to them as determining 
cur destiny. And there are some present to
night to whom I am indebted tor that counsel 
which coming when it did, restrained me from 
evil and helped me into tbe way of truth.

Step by step I was led to see what sin was 
and what a sinuer I waa. How I bad chosen 
evil when the good wss present. God showed 
me all tbe sin, but he showed me all the mercy 
too ; and I saw how Jesus had borne my sins 
as a mighty burden upon hia heart, had died the 
just lor the unjust that I might be brought to 
God, bow the Son of God bad loved me and 
had given himself for me. Trusting in the 
mercy of God, and conscious that through the 
name of Jesus I could alone obtain salvation— 
at his cross find liberty from sin, I came in 
penitence and faith, and received the forgive
ness .of my sins. There at the cross, at the 
close of the holy Sabbath, Christ breabted upon 
me the peace that paasetb understanding, and 
looking up into the face of Jesus I could say,
‘O Jesus thou art able to save to the uttermost 
all them that come unto God by thee.”

Before my conversion I felt that God intend
ed me lor the ministry . In fact 1 do not re
member a period in my life in which 1 was not 
inspired with tbe thought that my duty lay in 
that direction. Not that I had any desire to 
take that position, for from what 1 knew of it 
I considered that profession the least desirable 
of all. But I was enabled to see so plainly 
wbat my duty was, that I could not entertain 
a doubt of it And this conviction of duty was 
deepened by tbe request of good meo who felt 
that God had called me to hia work. Since 1 
have enterd the work, however, I have had 
serious double as to whether I was in the path 
of duty or col, and those doubts have coat me 
much of anxiety and mental suffering, but that 
which is ever my strength at such times is the 
thought that 1 dare not venture upon any other 
course. Perhaps this was the feeling of St.
Paul when be said, “ Woe is me il I preach not 
the Gospel.”

I am conscious ol great unfaithfulness. I

God.
life, and when iliey went out to their great 

ject of religious impressions which tended lo w0,k Uod wouW ble8e ,bvm- lle believed in 
exert a restraining influence upon much of my ' l,lstora* work hut 
lile and many ot my actions. 1 however date

know 1 have not laboured as I ought to have 
in all cases. Opportunities lor good have 

passed me unimproved. Hut this too I know 
that God has honored ihe proclamation ot the 
truth, and wherever 1 have worked souls 
have been converted. If it be true that the 
fruit ot a man's ministry is the test of his call 
to that work, then my ministry has stood that 
test.

1 have seen the old man who had grown gray 
in sin and whose hoary head was anything but 
a crown of glory bowing in penitence at tbe loot 
of the cross, and 1 have seen the little child of 
eight years bowing there too. 1 have heard 
tbe dying saint wiib bead pillowed upon the 
bosom ol the Saviour, exclaim,

44 Jesus can make a dying bed,
Feel soft as downy pillars are/'

and believing that God bad made me the instru
ment of bringing these souls into the hope ol 
immortality, 1 felt that when I bad these re 
suits I could not be in tbe wrong path.

In entering this ministry I do not anticipate 
a life free from hardship and sacrifice. The 
sense of responsibility, the wisdom that is need

my enjoyment ot God's especial favour back a 
little more than lour years ago. While resid
ing on Prince Edward Island it was my privil
ege to meet with God’s people in special ser
vices.

fora lime 1 went influenced more by a 
spirit of curiosity tha% lor any special dwsirc 
lor good. Hut these feelings soon gave place 
to conviction of sin. My position before God 
as a sinner lost and undone was revealed to me. 
For a time the way ot salvation seemed dark 
and gloomy. The bright promises of God’s 
word were hidden by tbe clouds of sin. For 
me there seemed to be no hope, no rest, no 
salvation.

Hut God who is rich in mercy and willeth 
not the death ot any was pleased to reveal him 
self to me as a sin-pardoning God. It was 
while in an enquiry meeting, many were gather
ed together in one place praying for freedom 
hum sin that I was able to trust my God and 
feel that the load of sin was gone.

It was not with me as it is with some to re
ceive that full burst of light and ecstatic joy 
but rather a firm tiust and peace—the experi
ence of tbe words, “ For ye have not received 
the Spirit of bondage again to fear ; but ye 
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba—Father.” The liberty ot the 
children of God. 1 was enabled to trust in 
him, trust in his promises and believe in Christ. 
Since then 1 have enjoyed much ot the blessing 
and favor ot God and this evening 1 thank him 
for his presence and his grace.

From my very earliest days the impression 
fastened itself upon my mind that God design
ed me tor a minister of the gospel. Perhaps 
this may have been the result of the associations 
ot my lite. But when by God’s grace I obtain
ed release from sin that impression assumed the 
nature of a strong conviction of du y. This con
viction was so powerful that I dare not resist it 
—a longing love tor souls—the fruit which has 
attended my ministry, and- the openings of 
Divine providence are the reasons why I be
lieve myself thus called to preach the word.

A!^ ministry has thus far been attended with 
somv discouragements. A conscious unfaith
fulness in the discharge ot many of its duties, 
a failure to see as much fruit ot my labour as I 
could wish, led me to great humility of heart 
before God. But He has said, “ They that 
sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth 
forth and weepetb bearing precious seed sbaJI 
doubtless return again with rejoicing bringing 
his sheaves with him ”

In view of tbe responsibility of this office— 
the high and sacred nature ol tbe gospel it is 
but natural to say with the apostle, “ Who is 
sufficient lor these things !” Hut while trusting 
in an arm of flesh all is weak and powerless. 
God has said, “ My giace is sufficient for thee.”
I love the name of Jesus. I love the souls of 
my fellow men—to tell the “ old, old story of 
Jesus and his love,” and the desire ot my heart 
is to be a faithful minister of Christ.

Doubts have often come across my path, and 
as this solemn hour has drawn near the ques- 
has olten been suggested, “ Are you in the 
right path ?” While often tempted to answer 
in the negative, tbe voice has seemed to say— 
here is thy work and here thou must live and 
labour. I desire now to give myself anew to 
God and to bis gospel.

My life, my blood I here present.
If for thy truth they mny be spent ;
Fulfil thy sovereign counsel, Lord ;
Thy will be done, thy name adored !

Give me thy strength, O God of power ;
Then let winds blow, or thunders roar,
1 hy faithlul witness will I be ;
’Tis fixed, I can do all through Thee

The President read the usual Scripture 
lessons ; a few moments were spent in 
silent prayer, other prayers were offered, 
and then the young brethren were duly or
dained, by the laying on of the bauds of 
several of the senior members of the Cou- 
fereuce. Each of the youug men was pre
sented with a Bible, the President accom
panying the gift with the words, 44 Take 
thou authority to preach the word of God 
aud to administer the holy Sacrauieuts iu 
the congregation.” The' President said he 
had great pleasure in stating that Dr. Rice 
would speak a few words to the brethren 
just ordained.

Dr. Rick said be bid not anticipated the 
honor or tbe duty which devolved upon him on 
this occasion, yet it would be strange it alter a 
abird of a century sjient in this ministry he did 
not know many things which would, on such 
an occasion, be suitable to these young breth
ren. He would speak simply to themselves. 
He assumed that they regarded themselves as 
called to be ministers. Their first work was to 
be preachers—to preach tbe word. He did 
not set tbe idea before them that they were to 
be among the most popular preachers, but it 
was their duty to seek to reach tbe highest po
sitions not for personal honor but for the good 
ot souls. All were not alike gifted, but it was 
possible for every one called ot God to be a 
preacher. He thought mistakes were some
times made, for how greatsoever the mental et-

ould not speak of it now. 
j They wi re called to be ministers. Whatever 
. tended to give strength in the pulpit they should 
use. They should cultivate deep sympathy 

I with those to whom they ministered. Those who 
| lived to Christ would sympathize witLChiist 
| in regard to souls There was a grand power 
! in human sympathy. Men might assume it, but 
nothing but true swnpatby would be ot use. 
lle wished I hem not to forget that all teas sub- 
sidiarj/ to saring souls. He prayed God to 
give them many souls as crowns ot rejoicing in 
the day of his coining, lie knew ot no reason 
why thyBy might not walk in the midst of 
abounding grace and abounding success. They 
should not aheays regard as most valuable that 
which teas most joyous. They might have much 
trial and.yei much inward peace. It they were 
very successful they would sutler much. When 
alone in prajer they would find it necessary to 
pass through great struggles for souls. If 
they were called lo pass through these trials 
they should not be discouraged. Dr. Adam 
Ciatke said he never met a case ot trial that he 
could not respond to Irom personal experience. 
Hut they should not think it strange for God 
would give them victory, and so long as they 
luifilled thi* ministry He would be with them.

TbeTuKsiDEXT, Dr. Stewart, said he rejoiced 
that they had had such words ot counsel spoken 
to them. They would reflect upon the fact 
that they were Ihe servants of Christ. Minis
ters ot Jesus—and while he held the stars in his 
hands he would care lor his ministers. They 
had heard the secret of ministerial success to
night—personal consecration. The apostle 
had said, “ If we walk in the light as he is in 
the light we have fellowship one with another 
and the blood ot .Jesus Christ his Son cleans- 
etb us from all sin.” It they lived in the en‘ 
jovment ot this they would be useful.

They were the servants of• ihe Church. 
“ Feed my sheep, feed my lambs,” were tbe 
words ot Christ. They should remember the 
young, the little ones, the poor, the aged, and 
the afflicted. They would often find that the 
richest experience was lrom those who were 
poor as to this world. 'I hey were to be men of 
one book yet they must study human nature. 
They should nut be surprised if they found 
those afflicted, pressed down with the trials of 
this life, a little exacting at times, yet they 
must bear with them.

Another thing he would mention, it teas im
portant they should look after the backsliders^ 
should never allow the thought that it was use
less to seek for those who had wandered from 
God. God did not au’horise them to do this. 
“ Let him know that he which converteth tbe 
sinner from the error of his ways shall save a 
soul from death and shall hide a multitude ot 
sins.” To do this was better than to bridge 
ihe ocean with steamships or span it by sub 
marine cables.

They should not conli ne themselves to the 
pulpit. The age required cultivated minds. 
They should visit the rich to speak to them 
iibout Christ. Should go to the wealthy and 
charge them to conic to Christ. What a work 
hail yet to be done in the world for Christ! They 
should go and urge them to consecrate their 
wealth to God. They might sometimes be 
open to tbe suspicion that they were mer
cenary in their motives yet they could urge 
them to Christ and show that it was thrin not 
theirs they sought and teach them that with all 
?hrir disadvantages it was possible lor them to 
enter into the kingdom of Leaven.

In preaching they should get the subject be
fore their minds jvt they should not make 
■ laves ot themselves. They should not be turn
ing over the leaves ot tLeir sermons in their 
minds.

Another matter to which he wished to caff 
attention was that, they should not preach other 
people's sermons. They should not pick up 
scraps of theology which were scattered about 
in the newspapers and other means in this age. 
How could they expect to save souls it they 
preached other people's sermons. Then again 
“ gigantic lusts ' would “ cOme and tight. ’ 
Commercial crashes cfliiie on the land showing 
a state of moral filthiness which it was hard to 
bear. They were a mighty bust, profanity, in
temperance, lust, these things were purged out 
of the community by the preaching of the word. 
“ Ye we the lights ot the world.”

They should think much ot this work. They 
could not do it of themselves. They must 
have the Holy Ghost, and this would be given 
in answer to prayer. One thing more,he wished 
to say to them that they should no! be daunted 
but courageous. They should not be like tbe 
monks of old who said as they met in the corri
dors each mor. ng, “Brother wc must die.” 
but, °j Brother wo are bound to glory.” “We 
are not only going to glory ourselves but we 
intend to take others also. If they met disap
pointments they should not be always talking 
about them. ‘Tut a cheerful courage on.” They 
should not gTHinble. Their lather» had expe
rienced trials and disappointments, but they 
made tbe best of everything. If they put this 
cheerful courage on he did not know what could 
hinder them from being famous tor lifting up

In thy name shall they rejoice all the day ; and 
in thy righteousness shall they be exalted.”

Many years ago the cry went up from an 
enslaved people. The reproach of slavery bad 
not yet been wiped from England’s escutcheon 
At last her conscience waa aroused and twenty 
millions of dollars was paid for their ransom 
The Royal proclamation was sent forth, and 
gave notice to all, that on tbe first day ot 
August those enealved within her borders would 
be set free. The time of deliverance dre’ 
near. On tbe night immediently preceding 
the liberation thousands of the slaves assembled 
in the churçbes to eugage in prayer. The time 
of freedom was to date from midnight, and a 
peal ot bells from the neighboring church- 
tower was to be the signal that tbe hour of 
emaniepation had dawned. They occupied 
the time in singing, but as tbe hour of libera
tion drew near, tbe feeling grew too deep for 
song, and silence filled the churches. At 
hngth it came. The joyous bells rang out that 
all were free, and tears, and sobs, and shouts 
rose up from the ransomed people. “ Blessed 
is the people that know the joyful sound.” In 
writing this tbe Fsalmist had in his mind the 
year ot Jubilee, tbe grand year of release. 
This year was ushered in by the sounding of 
trumpets. His words have a prophetic im
port, as well; they point to the day of salva
tion, and refer to tidings ot great joy. Such 
tidings may come by different means, as by 
letter, by royal proclamation, or by word ot 
mouth. Hut so long as the words of joy are 
received, it matters little by what iustrument 
they are sent. The Gospel utters a joyful 
sound by the proclamation it makes. Some 
look upon this Gospel as an imagination, rather 
than as a tact. They speak of the facts ot 
science, putting them in contradiction to the 
teachings ot tbe Gospel. But it is true that 
the doctrine of Scripture rests on the historic 
facts ot Scripture, and if the histor) be true 
the Gospel growing out of it must certainly al
so be true. The Gospel begins with the pro
clamation ota fact. Tbe Saviour is born, and 
it this declaration is true it is a truly joyful 
sound. Look at the people, at the time in 
complete darkness, and to them the proclama
tion—“ Behold I bring you tidings ot great 
joy, which shall be to all people. Unto you 
this day is born a Saviour ”—comes. And in 
connection with this comes tbe word that God 
is reconciled to all the world. It may be said 
that it is a trite saying that God is reconciled 
and easy to be believed. Hut it that is so, why 
do you approach him with uudercurrent ot tear, 
and why not draw near him with rejoicing ? 
Hut it is just as dangerous to overstate as to 
uuderstate tbe truth of tbe word. God is not 
so reconciled as to let sin go uapunished, but 
so reconciled that whosoever shall come unto 
him be shall in nowise cast out. Secondly, 
knowledge—Blesssed is the people that know 
the joyful sound. This sound has continuée 
for centuries, but there are millions who have 
not heard it. Tbe jubilee trumpet conveyed 
no gladness to those who heard it not or did 
not knew its signification. It is also of no 
avail to bear, if you do note believe. Some 
cannot believe in tbe doctrine of salvation by 
faith. There is nothing very bard in this doc
trine. For illustration, there are twelve men 
condemned to die. It is the last night they 
expect to live; they are in their closed cell. 
No sound is to be heard but the steps of tbe 
warder. But there comes abound of opening 
doors, and the glad tidings is brought that the 
Queen has given a free pardon to all, and that 
they may go forth. One-^ialf of them believe 
and at once their feelings rise trom the lowest 
despondency to gladness unspeakab e. But 
tbe others say—“ It is not true or one may 
say, “ It may be true for tbe others, but not 
tor me. 1 was the worst criminal of all.” 
The others give excuses equallv pertinent 
The pardon was tor all, but to those who be
lieved not it brought no joy or peace. There 
is a good deal of doctrine in tbe present day 
besides Gospel teaching. A man may believe, 
and yet be an unconverted man. Salvation it 
by God’s grace and not by human endeavor 
Some argue in this manner. They say, lrou 
admit you are a sinner, \res. You believe in 
Jesus. Y es. You believe that he died that 
you might be saved. Yes. Then he that be- 
lieveth is saved. There is a fallacy here. It 
is not belief in wbat is said ot Jesus that saves, 
but you must believe him. Paul said: “ 1 
know whom I have believed ” or trusted. Hit 
taith was not about Christ. His is a living 
Christ. A living taith in a living Jesus, lie 
trusted in and is saved by a living power.

In tbe last place, blessedness. “ Blessed is 
tbe people,” etc. There are three elements 
of blessedness. / •• They shall walk in tbe light 
of thy countenance ; ” “ in thy name shall the) 
rejoice all tbe day ;1 “ in thy righteousness 
shall they be exalted and each of these finds 
its source in God. They shall walk in the 
light ot thy countenance. What does thaï 
mean? You say that an intant is too young to 
walk in the Spirit. But it can read iu 
mother’s face, and it lives in the light ol iu 
mother’s, countenance ; but let the mother’s 
face show signs ot anger and tbe face of tb* 
child becomes clouded. We are God’s cbii 
dren and are able to read his will. “ In tb) 
name shall they rejoice all tbe day.” Tht 
heathen drew near to their gods in mortal tear

for all
Does it bring to you this morning any gladness? 
I hope that this is the case. Experience 
teaches us that it is too much to expect that all 
before me are saved but all may be saved. Per
haps you may be in danger, in iniquity, but as 
the sound came to Peter in prison it may come 
to you. God grant that to you it may be a 
souud of joy and ot gtadness toiever more.

In the evening the text was James v. 17-18. 
“ Elias was a man subject to like passions as we 

are, end he prayed earnestly that it might not rain 
and it rained not on the earth by the space of three 
years and six months ; and he prayed again and 
the heaven gave ram, aud the earth brought forth 
her fruit/'
and 1st John v. M-15:—

as such partake of the holy sacrament with 
them, notwithstanding the errors they might 
suppose to be connected with their system ot 
organization. But it the second—that is, if 
they regard their churches as their only legiti
mate forms ot chnrch organization—then they 
must look upon them as the only true churches, 
add if so they are perfectly right in declining 
to commune with other denominations.

Then another question arises : If these be 
the only true churches, are there any Christian 
people outside ot these churches ? To this 
question a categorical answer, yea or nay, 
must sooner or later be given. If it be ad
mitted that, under any circumstances, there be 
one true Christian outside ot the Baptist

thousand, a million, or tens ot millions, or 
any number whatever. But it nay—it it is 
affirmed that there are no Christians outside 
these churches—then the subject becomes one 
of greatest importance, and it behooves us all 
to enquire into it with all the earnestness, can
dor, and ability we can command. To be a 
Christian is to embrace fully the doctrines ot 
Christ, to imbibe his spirit, and to follow in 
his footsteps, and tbe question is narrowed 
down to whether this is done or can be done 
outside the communion ot tbe Baptist churches. 
If it can not, then other denominations ot so- 
called Christians are in a lamentable condition. 
It it can be done, then, with all our respect for 
tbe ministers and members of those churches, 
we fail to perceive the propriety or consistency 
of their course in refusing to commune with 
other professed Christians. This, however, is 
their matter and not ours, and we have no 
quarrel with them on the subject.—Ht. Louis 
Advocate.

44 And this is the confidence that we have in him > Church, then there may be ten, or an hundred, 
and that if we ask anything according to his will, 
he heareth us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we desired of him.”

Tbe sermon showed that these two quota 
tions illustrated the two aspects of prayer—the 
first touched on the dominion of prayer, and 
its effects on natural laws, and the second tbe 
condition or limit of prayer. Concerning the 
first point. “ What profit have if we pray ?’ 
is the hopeless question ot the sceptic. All 
then quests ye ask ye shall receive, is the 
hopeful answer of the Christian. The war be
tween the truth ot God and unbelief is assum
ing a new aspect. The latest development to 
the crusade against the Gospel is the one which 
denies the efficacy ot prayer. A noted scien
tist has openly challenged the proof ot its effi
cacy. His proposed test is to take a certain 
number of patients in an hospital. Divide 
them and put nail in a separate ward. Give 
them both the same diet, attendance, and care, 
and treat them in all ways alike ; except, let 
prayers be offered for one half and not tor the 
other halt. But such a challenge is of no use 
and could not be carried out. In tbe first 
place the vaunting spirit renders tbe test im
possible. This is not the first time that such a 
challenge has been thrown out. “ Master, 
we would see a sign trom tbee.” But the au- 
swer was “ An evil and adulterous generation 
seeketh alter a sign ; but there shall no sign 
be given to it ; but the sign of the prophet Jo- 

i.” Tbe conditions of prayer were absent 
in those who preferred the request. God is 
not as we are, and is not to be provoked into 
an evidence ot his power. In the second 
place, such a request is not needed by tbe 
Christian, who every day receives answer to 
prayer and even if it were most triumphant it 
would do no good, because such triumphs have 
often been given before. “ They have Moses 
and the prophets ; let them hear them.” The 
principle is just the same with reference to the 
sceptics. 41 If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they persuaded though 
one rone trom tbe dead.” Also it would have 
to be repeated at every time as every succeed
ing generation grew up, or each succeeding 
sceptic demanded. Pmyer is not restricted to 
temporal blessings, but includes spiritual as 
well. 44 If we ask anything according to bis 
will he heareth us.” After abundantly illus- 
tratiug trom Scriptnre, tbe necessity and effica
cy of unwearied prayer and citing remarkable 
examples ot answer to it, tbe preacher revert- 
ng again to Professor Tyndal’s proposed test, 
said that it would not harmonize with the 
Scriptural definition ot prayer, because it would 
pot be bumble supplication, but impertinent 
demand and God never gives to another tbe 
control ol human lile. There are certain | laws 
the expression of God’s will, and prayer, has 
its will like any other law. The scientist would 
perhaps tell us that gravitation was the great
est force of tbe earth, and this force harmo
nizes with others in the economy of the uni
verse. Just so, prayer, harmonizing with 
God’s will, is s tremendous force. If we would 
have answers to prayer, frequent and glorious, 
our own hearts must first be brought into har
mony with tbe will of God, and we must ask in 
taith ; then blessing in abundance will come 
down and tbe heart of tbe supplicant be made 
glad. God never lacks resources, and, in 
whatever emergency the prayer goes up 
God will listen to it, 44 and it we know that 
he bears us, whatsoever we ask we know that 
we have tbe petitions that we desired of Him.
—From Montreal Daily Witness 14fA inst.

THE EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE
Is expected to hold its next meeting in New 

York in October next. Representatives tiom 
various parts of tbe world are expected to be 
present to consult together upon tbe general 
interests of Protestant Christianity.

It was proposed that during tbe meeting the 
delegates and others present should partake of 
the Lord’s Supper, but remembering that tbe 
Baptist would not participate in this, the idea 
was abandoned. On this the New York Inde
pendent remarks :

Oot of deference to tbe Baptists, the 
Evangelical Affiance, meeting in N’ew York 
oext October, will dispense with tbe celebra
tion ot tbe Lord’s Supper at any session. Tbe 
decision is a courteous and proper one in view 
ol the stale of things ; but ob ! tbe pity of it 
that the one outward badge and sacrament ot 
unity which our Lord lett to bis disciples 
should thus be denied them when they meet in 
grand council. What ceremony could be more 
striking when Germany and France, England 
ind America unite in Christian consultation ? 
vVbot more unlortunate than tbe position of a 
Christian body which assumes at such an occa
sion to say to his brethren We refuse to unite 
with you in celebrating this rile, because we 
are ot opinion that you have imperfectly per
formed another rite ?

PROFESSOR TYNDALL AT NIAGARA.

Professor Tyndall has recounted his impres 
sions of Niagara in a lecture which baa been 
reprinted in some of the magazines. It is 
marked by tbe picturesqueness in description, 
lively recital of exciting personal adveuture 
and calm spirit, of philosophizing which are 
characteristic of his papers, and add so much 
to the interest they awaken. Professor Tyn
dall visited tbe tails in November of last year. 
He was not satisfied with a mere traveller’s 
view, but must inspect tbe innermost accessible 
secrets of the cataract. So be decided to go 
under the Horseshoe : ordinary travellers think 
they are dariug ensugh if they venturelnto the 
comparatively quiet Cave ol the Winds. A 
boisterous torrent was to be crossed. “ My 
guide,” says Professor Tyndall, “walked 
along its edge untifhe reached its least turbu
lent portion. Halting, be said, ‘ This our 
greatest difficulty ; if we can cross here, we 
shall have got tar toward the Horseshoe.’

14 He waded in. It evidently required all 
his strength to steady him. Tbe water rose 
above bis loins, and it foamed still higher. He 
bad to search for footing, amid unseen bould
ers, against which the torrent rose violently. 
He struggled and swayed, but be struggled 
successfully, and finally reached the shallower 
water at the other side. Stretching out his 
arm, he said to me, ‘Now come on.’ 1 
looked down tbe torrent as it rushed to the 
river below, which waa seething with tbe tu
mult ot tb<* cataract. DeSaussure recom
mended the inspection of Alpine dangers with 
the v iew of making them familiar to the eye 
before they are encountered ; and it is a whole
some cjistom in place of difficulty to put lbe 
possibility, of an accident clearly before the 
mind, and to decide beforehand what ought to 
be done should the accident occur. Thus 
wound up in tbe present instance, I entered 
tbe water. Even where it was not more than 
knee-deep, its power was manifest. As it rose 
around me, 1 sought to split the torrent, by 
presenting a side to it; but tbe insecurity ot 
the footing enabled it to grasp tbe lions, twist 
me fairly round, and bring its impetus to bear 
upon the back. Further struggle was impos
sible; and feeling my balance hopelessly gone, 
1 turned, flung myself toward the bank I bad 
just quitted, and was instantly swept iiHo 
shallower water.

11 The oilcloth covering was a great incum
brance ; it bad been made for a much stouter 
man, and standing upright after my submer
sion, my legs occupied tbe centres of two bigs 
of water. My guide exhorted roe to try again. 
Prudence was at my elbow, whispering dissua
sion ; but taking everything into account, it ap
peared more immoral to retreat than to pro
ceed. Instructed by tbe first misadventure, I 
once more entered the stream. Had the Alpen
stock been of iron, it might have helped me ; 
but as it was, the tendency of the water to 
sweep it out of our bands rendered it worse 
than useless. I, however, clung toit by habit. 
Again tbe torrent rose, and again, 1 wavered ; 
but by keeping tbe lett hip well against it, I 
remained upright, and at length grasped tbe 
hand ot my leader at the other side. lie 
laughed pleasantly. Tbe first victory was 
gained, and be enjoyed it, 4 No traveller,’ be 
said, 4 was ever here before.’ Soon afterward, 
by trusting to a piece ot drift-wood which seem
ed firm, I was again taken off my teet, but was 
immediately caught by a protruding rock.

M We clambered over the boulders toward 
tbe thickest spray, which soon became so 
weighty as to cause us to stagger under its 
shock. For the most part nothing could be 
seen ; we were in tbe midst ol bewildering 
tumult, lashed by the water, which sounded

stimulate blood, brain» and viscera. The in
fluence rained front ladies’ eyes enables toy 
friend to thrive on dishes which would kill him 
if yaten alone. A sanative effect of the same 
order 1 experienced amid tbe spray and thunder 
of Niagara. Quickened by tbe emotions there 
aroused, the blood sped healtl ilv through the 
arteries, abolishing introspection, clearing tbe 
heart o! all bitterness, and enabling one to 
think with tolerance, it not with tenderness, 
ol the most relentless and unreasonable Joe. 
Apart trom its scientific value, aud purely as a 
moral agent, the play, I submit, is worth the 
candle. My companion knew no more ol me 
than that 1 enjoyed the wildness ; but as 1 bent 
in the shelter of his large trame, he said. * 1 
should like to see you attempting to describe 
all this.’ He rightly thought it indescribable. 
The name of this gallant fellow was Thomas 
Conroy. ”

THE LONGEVITY OF CLERGYMEN

The fact, so olten asserted, ol the longevity 
of clergymen has received a fresh demonstra
tion. Pro'essor Tuttle, ol Wabash College. 
Indiana, has made an examination of the ages 
ot 244*2 ministers, whose lives are noted in 
Sprague's Annals and other records. Their 
total ot years waa 148,970 their average age a 
little over 61 years. Only tifty-two ol the 
whole number died under forty. “ One out ot 
every seven ol the whole number was 88 years 
years old or upward at death. Between one- 
third and one-ball of the whole were 70 years 
or upward at death. Considerably more than 
one-half of tbe whole were over t'»o years ol age 
at dea»h. Three-lourths of the whole were 
over ÔO years ol age at death. Seven-eighths 
ol the whole were over U) years of age at 
death.

As to the several churches, there is a differ
ence. The Orthodox C’ongregationaliet minis
ters show an average ol 6.r> years, the Baptists 
of 64 the Presbyterians of 61, Episcopalians of 
69. No conditions were more lavorable to 
long lile than those under which tbe ministers 
of New England lived in the olden time. Their 
settlements were often tor lile; their incomes, 
it narrow, were assured; their studies and la
bors were tree from anxiety and vernation. The 
modern ministers who will best compare with 
them are the Wesleyans ot England. The 
Wesleyan system provides so thoroughly and 
so impartially lor the wants of all its ministers 
that they are without serious cares. As a con
sequence, they are noted for the great age 
which many of them attain.

This longevity is but a part of the general 
effect of Christianity, for Christianity as or
ganized in civilization, has increased the aver
age duration of human ezistence. Where 
Christian taith prevails, there are fewer sui
cides, there is less excess, and a greater pa
tience in bearing the ills to which flesh is heir. 
Clergymen are but examples ol what Christian 
religion will do for human lite under favorable 
conditions.

HOW CHURCHES SHOULD BE BUILT.

Ik churches are to be built for preaching — 
lor utility, rather than for mere fancy, show, 
and display of architecture—then some prac
tical knowledge ol acoustics is absolutely ne
cessary ; otherwise we blunder iu the dark. 
Some practical knowledge ol this question has 
long since convinced me ol two things, at least 
—the gross violations ol the little the beet of 
ue know of thn science, in tbe building and 
arrangement of churches, and the tenacity with 
which many insist on those violations lor no 
assignable reason. I ain notable to see bow 
anv man’s opinion can be regarded as greatly 
valuable who never made a practical test of 
the acoustic properties ol half a dozen churches 
in Ins life, by taking his position in a number 
of different places in it, and noticing the 
preaching from these several points. How 
can a man form a correct opinion of tbe acous
tic properties of a church who always sit# 
near tbe pulpit ? Or how can he in this re
spect, compare one church with another ? 
Whenever you see a man build a church with 
a recess behind the pulpit, place tbe speaker 
six or eight feet Irom tbe wall behind him, 
make an arched or semi-arched ceiling, or a 
gallery or recess over the vestibule, or wind
ows in deep recess, with sharp angles you may 
be sure that man always sits near the pulpit, 
or at least, that he has not made great attain
ments in the knowledge ol the transmission ol 
sound, especially articulate sound, inside in
closed walls.

For mure than twenty-live years past 1 have 
scarcely ever tailed, when favorable opportu
nity offered, to test the acoustic properties o, 
the churches J have even as well as other 
speaking halls, by receiving the sound at differ
ent points in the house ; and if there be any
thing fantastic, queer, or tancitul in the archi
tecture, I have tried to detect the effect of it, 
as tar as practicable. These observations 
lead to the following conclusions :

1. Tbe transmission of articulate sound in 
an inclosed room is under different laws Irom 
those which govern solid sound.

2. Sound does by no means, in an inclosed 
room, paoceed trom the mouth ol the speaker 
in a straight line to the ear of the hearer ; the 
undulations produced upon the atmosphere 
dait to the wall at the nearest pom s. and 
traverse the wall around the internal surface, 
rebounding to the interior.

3. Hence there should be the greatest 
amount of smoothness of surface, with no ar
ches, niches, pillars of largo size, or recesses 
of any kind. Windows should bo as nearly 
flush with the wall as convenient, the jams 
should be beveled as much as practicable, and 
tbe mouldings be smooth and circular. The 
corners of the room should be rounded, if but 
two it ches, which is perhaps enough.

4. The pulpit end ot tbe church should be, 
by all means, a smooth, solid surface, and the 
speaker stand with bis back near to it, the 
nearer tbe better, to have it out of his way. 
Even a sola behind bun is a disadvantage.

>. The shape ot the Church inside is not so 
important, though churches, especially costly 
ones are generally built with the ceiling too 
high. Let the ceding be moderately low ; but 
above all things, let tbe internal surface be 
smooth and straight, with no arches, pillars 
recesses, sharp corners, or end windows, and 
let tbe preacher have a straight smooth wall 
close at bis back. H. Abmky.


