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the temporal courts would not trust the Ortiinary with 
the trial of the offender, hut delivered to him the 
convicted clerk absque purgaliouc faciendi

>ut purgation) ; in which situation the clerk con
victed could not make purgation, but was to continue 
in prison during life, and was incapable of acquiring 
any personal property, or receiving the profits of bis 
lands, unless the king should please to pardon him. 
It was high time that these abuses should be done 
away with at the reformation ; and benefit of clergy 
now signifies in all otfencea in which it is allowed, 
th at the capital punishment shall be omitted for the 
first offence, and the offender be subject to imprison
ment, transportation, w hipping, or such other penal
ties as the several acts of Parliament direct to be 
inflicted.

HUMILITY AND PERSEVERANCE-A FABLE.
Prom the side of a mountain there flowed forth a 

little rivulet—its voice was scarcely heard amid the 
rustling of the leaves ami grass around ; its shallow 
and narrow stream might be overlooked by the tra
veller. This stream, although so small, was inspired 
with a proud spirit, and murmured against the decree 
of providence, which had cast its lot so lowly.

“ | wish 1 were a cloud to roll all day through the 
heavens, painted so beautifully, as those lowly shapes 
are coloured, and never descending again in showers; 
or at least I wish 1 were a broad river, performing 
some useful duty in the world.

“ Shame on my weak waves and my unregarded 
bubbling.—I might as well have never been, as to be 
thus puny, insignificant and useless.”

When the brook thus complained, a beautiful flow
er, that bent over its bosom, thus replied :

“ Thou art in error, brook. Puny and insignifi
cant thou mayest be ; useless thou art not, for I owe 
half my beauty, perhaps my life, to thy refreshing 
waters. The plants adjacent to thee arc greener and 
richer than others. The Creator has given thee a 
duty, which, though humble, thou must not neglect. 
Besides, w ho knows what may be thy future destiny ? 
Flow on I beseech thee.”

The brook heard the rebuke and danced along its 
way more cheerfully. Oil and on it went, growing 
broader and broader. By and by, other rivulets 
non red their crystal waters into it, and swelled its 
deepening bosom, in which already began to appear 
the fairy creatures of the wave, darling about joyful
ly, and glistening in the sun. As its channel grew 
wider and wider, and yet other branches came glid
ing into it, the stream began to assume the impor
tance of a river, and boats were launched on it, and 
it rolled on in a meandering course through a teeming 
country, freshing whatever it touched, an.I giving to
the whole scene a new character of beauty.

As it moved on now in majesty ami pride, the sound 
„f its gently-heaving billows formed itself into the
following words „ m„u

“ At the onset of life, however humble we may 
seem, fate may Bfrte in store for us many and unex
pected opportunities of doing good, and ol being 
èreat. In the hope of this we should ever pass on 
without despair or doubt, trusting that perseverance 
will brin* in its own reward. How little l 
when l first sprang on my course, what purpose i 
was destined to fulfil ! what happy beings were to 
owe their bliss to me ! what lofty trees, what velvet 
meadows, what golden harvests, were to had my ca
reer 1 Let not the meek and lowly despair ; heaven 
will gupply them with noble inducements to virtue.

The W u.DF.xsES.-The nearer wc approach these 
f istnesses in which, for so many centuues, the Wal- 
! lenses have entrenched their faithandfreedom, the 
more we are struck with the contrast w hich they of 
fer,compared with the rest of P.eMmont- the mort vve 
appreciate those heroic virtues that have '*“'" «**'* 
defile imperishable records of what they haveachtev

ed and suffered ; and the more we ailmire’that pit-tv
.........- and patriotism which counted nothing a sacrifice
(with-! long ns they were left to serve Hod in the simplicity 

of their hearts, ami to earn a frugal subsistence bv 
the labour of their hands. Surrounded by powerful 
nations, in whose state policy they had little partici
pation, and isolated bv their religion, no less than 
thejr natural position beyond the pale ol common 
sympathy, here they cherished in silent ihimklulness 
that vital flame, first kindled by the apostles—a flame 
which has survived the shock of revolutions, the fall 
of empires, and descended with undiminished bright
ness to the present day. Europe was shaken by con
vulsions ; Italy was overrun by successive hordes of 
barbarians ; the monuments of her ancient glory 
were trampled under foot; the shrieks of the oppress
ed were heard in every city, and the march of rival 
armies resounded from sea to sea ; science and art 
gave place to violence ami the sword ; mind wn* 
every where held in subjection to matter ; endow
ments which confer iligmty.^on human nature, were 
brought into degrading contrasts with physical 
strength ; and the whole fabric of society convulsed 
and degraded during a period which has been just
ly characterized as the dark ages of history. But 
here, during the long reign of ignorance and super
stition that intervened —like " a vase in which soon- 
precious treasure had been hermetically sealed op 
these villages enclosed the precious doctrines of re
vealed truth ; and while the surrounding nations “ «at 
jn darkness,” continued in the enjoyment of its light 
When at length, the passion for crusades had wasted 
itself in fruitless expeditions, and the symptoms of a 
new morn began to rheer the moral horizon 
Europe, the “ vase” was opened, and from the ><■ 
nuestcred corner of the Christian vineyard, a new r.v, 
of evangelists ilisseminatnl tho«e 44 tzh<l inline* 
which they had long been the faithful depositarn- 
To their labour» in Bohemia, where their tenets wen 
first promulgated by John Hu «s and Jerome , 
Prague, and previously embraced^by \N lekblle r.ne 
land is indebted for the earliest seeds of tin- I f tr
iant Church.
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Lic.HTSiso.-The electric fluid n passing f.- 

clouds to the earth, or from the cnril. to ihe <' 
as is sometimes the ease, generally lollows -on <• 
ducting substance, such ns smoke, the st< am Im i 
mow of new made hay, metals, trees, fre. I« » ' ^ 
fore prudent during a thunder shower, to n » a v 
from fire places, stove pipes, tree», the w allsol Imdy 
r8s and P,he like. _ The, he». rem,.y for M-J,
struck senseless by lightning is, I" dn-h tin 
plentifully with cold water. Many h' '
saved by this reiitfdy, “'id it should b- r, 
and immediately applied.

Tasso — Tasso being told that lie had a ftqr opl" r 
of taking advantage of a hitter enemy '
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stopper may be easily removed.
Sir SI OFTHF WlMIlFB.-lt is sa"1 th" I rr.HCO' 

Indian* who were a formidable tribe, u-cd m pr- 
ihe’wcathcr from the appearance of the mornm. 

r 1 ‘ r;„h iisuallv t.tisM-d of in the direction toward- 
fog, whichI y | ., eH||| l||(.Vi * the fog g- * a M-

!ng,mwe,nshaH have’fair weather ; hut tl it goes
hunting, look for a form.'


