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DOES THE LOSS OF THE

NATIONAL TONGUE IMPLY
THE LOSS OF DIVINE
rairiu?

The Verite, a  French-Canadian

weekly of great merit, continues a

controversy between it and some Irish-

American journals, on the dang

which the French-Canadian emigrants

to the United States are exposad of

losing the
learn and speak English. The Verd
i

maintains that a change of language

for the FrenchCanadians induces a
cl . or rather a loss, of the Catho
lie taith. The Irish-American journal
ists take issue with the Quebec weel

and maintain the contrary. In proof
of t . ion thev instance the

Irish people who, for the most pari,

have lost the use and even the Knowl

edee of the national language the

G

and

faith. They say: It the Irish people

as a body have been v bbed of the ‘ whoere Gaelie is exclusively understood
mother-tongue, and speak  English, i
withou® having lost the faith of their
fathers, why is it not possible for the
French Canadians  to speak English

and yet remain Catholics? The Verite

denies the pari

small number of Trishmen, but it can

not be said that in its entive'y English
has been adopted In the cities, of
among the wealthy, and edn
sses, a very pure Foglish is
but 2o into the ruval distriets,
among the poorer elasses, in the South
and the West, and you will find  that

course,

Spose

the langus

called English Even educated Irish

wopls preserve a peculiar pronuneia
| ! | !

tion e brogu pleasant enough t

hear, but  which distinguishes then
] 1 thn

from the English, the Seoteh and
American Tha i )

tonga no her th :
nati SO ' in speal i
ing ( have preserved
peculiar ¢ ' £ their own I'he (
example, then, is not well chosen to  qistei B Ontavie wh
hat thare is no relation betwed ol :
the national language and faich and " e "‘ :
that a people may be despoiled of having the gospel ex
formoer without danger to the latter. by preachers who e
wWitor of the Verdte, although libly in theirown n
Prenchman and writing in inhabitants ot
*a French-speaking nation wholic faith o
A wms to know all about the Trish @Y ulh to ¢
and their national brogue,  In his late | #84 in which th
Furopean tour he spent a few daysin | made k 1 to their
Cork and Killarney, and addressed | We might say with
sOme quesions to the bovs and 2 T: wrote o tHowe

who were selling sprigs of shamrock
and goat's milk to the American tour
ists, and tho inference he drew from
their replies was that the language
spoken in that  part of  lreland,

although not Irish, can searcely be

called English,

We can assure the Verdte that had

he a little more extensive «
of the Kerry people, and the

he would be convineed that

lish spoken in that county, or any

other county in Ireland, differs

much from the Gelie as the Greek

! AT
IFrench It

Innguage differs from

mnst be admitted that all classes in

Ireland, whether educated or other

wise. who have lest the Irish languag

have lost it completely, and  that
whether they have a peculiar accent

or no whether they speak with a

broader or less pronounced brogue

their language is purely English, and
to} the

lic or national tongue.  The Verde's

has no relationshipjwhatever

LTI

arcument, then, falls to the ground.

The lrvish people, as a nation, have

logt their maternal ruage and vet
have | 1 th itional faith

Fhe Verde continues its argument by
maintaining that the introduction of
Fnelish  had disastrous effects, and

cansed the perversion of  Irishmen

whose fathers had been evangelized

by St. Patrick

Couwld the Verite discover no other

cause for the [»\'l'\l'hiun of some Irish

13t be paid in foll before the paper

of their

s to

faith by being compelled to

have preserved their

i Fnelish

unsatisfactory fashion. It says:

e Irich people no doubt have
given up the national language, the
Gaelic (Irish) being spoken only by a

in use can scarcely be

' men than the language that was forced
EU . a 4
i them 2 What about the penal

laws? W

ahont

What about three hundred

incessant persecution ?

Verite heard or read of
gave the right to any

ce who turned Prote

himsalt of bis fathers

cause for the perversion o

have escaped the dreade
of losing the mother tongue
are millions of Irish people,
home and abroad, who speak E
fluently and gracefully and who are
as fervent Catholics as the men in the

South or West who still adhere to the

Galie,

The Verite does not believe this, but
persists in saying that perverts are

found only in the East and the cities

where the

Mr. Tardivel is of opinion that in Ire-
land the educated elasses alone are ex-

posed to the danger of apostacy.

is a very poor con

faith, and, if it were true,

formidable weapon in

mission the perversion of t

scarcely ever found in L

east, or in the large

| Their favorite camping

and spoken.  Iu these localities only do

| .
i th Y expect to 1mpose on the ignorance

ines The Irish people

ity, and still argues out [ them on their own ground, appeal to

its point after, what we consider, a pistory and quote Scripture to their

utter defeat

The knowledg

lish langzuaze, far from being a source
or a meansof perversion from the Cath
olic faith, are, in the hands of the Irish
people, the weapons most dreaded by

. the soupers

We mi

they who

Trembles, in the Provinee
Are they not people who never heard or

could pronounce a word

wintil they were

do with the case

|
!
|

{much to do with it, howes

to the United States,

of the

of some of the early

mother-tongue,  but

It says:

midst of Protestant

protect the parents

peated  assauits ol

But those obsti

']

nd mother !
a whole people
me few should n

e consider

tholies it is surprising what numbers

Jie is not known.

npliment to Catholic

fanatics who maintain

the extreme south and west of Treland,

1 exploit the poverty of

even the poorest

and confusion.

and use of

rht ask the

we the faith

spring that language *

emigeating, or even after emigrating,

dians would make themselves masters
Fnglish language

they be armed with

wherewith to repel the assaults of the
proselytisers and to controvert the
arguments and sophisms,

The cause of defection from the

Amerien was not  the
Catholic missionaries and the want ot
parochial or Catholic Separate
The New York Catholie Zeviow,

so trinmphantly by the

no other reason for the loss of (
faith and practice in the United States

than the causes assigned by us

“PDuring fifty years th
the United States have

foundinevery town andeity. The Plen-
ary Council of Baltimore has made them
anecessity in every parish.  Sothat we
can see no ade juate reason for the cry
of alarm that the Verite has been rais
ing in s late numbers about the
danzers which threaten the French
Canadian populations, whomn necessity,

wen a desirve to better their condi

Let it not be und ood, however,

that we favor inany way expatriation
» Irish or the French ; but we ar
willing to maintain, since they do
cmi te, that a thorough knowledge
of the Eng

acquaintance with Putler’s catechisimn,

language and a fair

instead of being ameans to perversion
as the Verite persists in saying, would,
on the contrary, be the most powerful
and most efficient arm of selt-defence
against proselytism or the danger of

heing argued into apostacy.

THE TROUBLE AT BETHLE-
HEM.

The Sultan of Turkey has been

oblized to place a larger guard than

formerly at the Bethlehem grotto, where
the Church of the Nativity has been
erected at the spot where our Lord and
Saviour was born This action has
been  taken in consequence of un
seemly  quarrels which have taken
place on the stairways leading to the
erotto of the Nativity
It is unfortunately true that there
|

was recently one of these quarrels be

tween the Catholies and the Greek

sehismatics: and the anti-Catholie press,

ed

5, have represented the matter as

both in ( ada and the Uni

if the Catholies were entirely to blame

The sympathies of the so-called re

‘ess are invariably

ious Protestant |

azainst Catholics, whoever may be on

the other side, whether Greek, Pagan,
Jew or Mahometan.  Dut in the pre-
sent case the facts show that the vio

lence and aggression were altogether

on the part of the Greeks, who, relying
on the protection of Russia, have for
)‘c':l)‘~l:||\l-|l every n]l'm]‘llllli?) to en-
croach upon the rights of the Catholies
and that this is the case is proved by
the action of the Turkish authorities
themselves, who, after having examined
into the circumstances, decided that
the Franciscan Fathers were entitled

rds the ex

to all they claimed as re
clusive right to use their own stair
case in public celebrations.  The guard
have, therefore, been  instructed  to
prevent the Greeks in future from at
tempting to make public use of the

¢ ¢ % gl o
stalrway which 1s reserved orb uie

From time immemorial there have
been two 1 leading to the
grotto, one of which, namely that on

the south, has been reserved for the

lusive use of the Greeks, while the

entative of the
Intidel French Government, they have
succeeded indoing this toa considerable
extent.  Thus, about ten years ago, the
Greeks placed a ladder, and followed
up their usurpation by placing pictures
around part of the I tin hortion of the
Basilica of the Hoy Nutivity, after
which they actually clauned the place
as their own and toreibly ejected the
Catholics from it.

The Franciscans, representing the
Catholic claims, appealed to the Freneh
Consulate and the Turkish Government
for protection in their rights, which
had been guaranteed by treaty, but
Ih"(\ obtained no redress to this 1]‘|_\'4
They have, therefore, discovered that
it is necessary to be constantly on the
alert to prevent encroachments upon
the old treaty which was made by all
parties concerned to prevent disturb-
ances, and it wasa breach of this treaty
which caused the recent strife, which
vas indeed a deplovable deseeration of
so sacred a spot

The Greeks, and all others, were
allowed to use the stairease of the Cath-
olics privately, but not tor public cele-
brations, nor were they allowed to
interfere with the Catholic or Arinenian

services @ and, if the latter would allow

schools to protect their children, with
out Catholic papers or periodicals to |

acainst its far-reaching power
It would be folly to

people, however solidly
the faith, could, under such «
s, hecompletely safeguarde

los to the

tion of Catholic beliet” and practice in
the United States avefast disappearving,
Parochial schools and Catholic acad-

emies, maznificently

this, the Greeks would soon clain

1 @éX-
| clusive right to it, as they have done
with many Catholic churches  which
| have been erected by Catholics in the
| 08

| The direct occasion of the recent

broil was an effort made by the Greeks

to take possession of the stairway of

the Catholices They actually used it
by m:\l\lnj{um' of their processions by
it as carly as December 6 of last vear,

but no attention was paid to this, n:«‘
the Pasha was bribed by the Greeks,
But the matter culininated on the 24th
of May, when the Franciscan Sacristan

tricts desolate, and of course the people

1 take possession | Salisbury Government, but of all the

the stairway of the Catholics, Governments, Liberal as well as Con
1 them in gentle words to pass by
on the .yl‘:y|,~iz.-
side, whereupon a Greek deacon at

tacked him with a

providentially,

ever, then assaulted by the wh
pany of Greeks, and he would pro
have been seriously injured, perhaps
killed, had not a number of the Fathers
and Brothers come to his rescue, where-
the Greeks fled from the scene.
Greek deacon, who was the first
aggressor, received a blow on the head

but was not seriously

enquiries into the affair, decided that
Franciscans were defending their
just rights, and hence the decision that

stairway of the Catholices.

We agree perfectly with our Protes-
tant contemporaries of the United States
and Canada that the transaction was a
disgraceful one, but it was disgracetul
to the aggressors, and not to the Fran-
ciscans,who acted solely in seli-detence,
the only manner

could have preserved their

FoOR HOMNE

that the Salisbury Government intend

of Ireland on lines
reseinbling  those which England
and Scotland enjoy the
four has said that such is
and Conservative
arc most cognizant of the secrets of the

Secretary is sincere in his promises on

Lord Salishury
phatic terms that Home Rule cannot
anted, and so recently as Wednes-)
day, the 29th ult., he said that
Ireland should be governed
vesolutely, and
Balfour eficiently
supported  and

This is equivalent to

gratitude for their

wdiness to earry out all

' in reality, by

neans of an Irish Pa

There is no desire on the part of the
Irish Nationalist to dissever the
if only the people of Ireland be dealt
But it the consequence is
to be that with the bond in

Irish necds are to

rulers of the country, Treland must de-

sundered than that the popu

Rule dewmanded by the Irish party will
dissever the bond is a very transparent
The bond may
stronzer than that which binds Eng
land with Canada, and yet an Irish

Government of Treland which will tend

The main diflienlty
that the British Par-
liament paid no attention to bills in-
troduced for the purpose of ameliorat-
ing the condition of the Irish )\“u]\ll'.

and nothing more strikingly exhibits

have been forced to look to other lands
for means of sustenance ; and such has
been the blind policy, not only of the

sorvative, which have hitherto held
sSWay.

We oug
last Government, over which Mr. Glad-

ht. perhaps, to except the

stone presided : but as its rule was so
short that it was unable to do more
than to propose a remedial measure it
is scarcely worth while to make an
exception for this case, It was on this
remedial measure that the last Liberal
Government was defeated, so that, like
all theGovernments which went hetore,
it did nothing for Ireland.  The factis
that until the last three years the
people of England would not so much
as bestow a serious thought upon the
question of legislating  for Ireland’s
good.  They were willing to pass
Coercion Acts, penal laws of every
ce of hardship, atany time since

the union : but the Liberals of the past
were just as blamable as the Conserva-
tives for legislation which oppressed,
instead of bettering, the condition of
the people.

To Mr. Gladstone we accord all the
eredit due him for having taken to
t Ireland, and for

heart the cause «
having called the attention of English
men to the injustice which they have
hitherto  been  inclined  to  commit
ainst their sister island.  But Mr

Gladstone has been himself one of the

most outspoken of English statesien

in acknowledging the injustice of

which he himself in common with other

English legislators has inflicted upon

Ireland in the

The proposal which Mr. Balfour in
tends to introduce during the next
session is understood to bhe to give
large powers of local govermment to
County Councils,  This will enable
the Government to maintain that they
preserve their consistency, while they
recognize  that the  elections  have

shown that the people of England are

now disposed to give partial justice to
Ireland. A gain of eighteen seats for
the Liberals, and a consequent loss
of thirty-six votes on a division in
Parliament, is an unprecedented mani
testation of the drift of public opinion,
especially when it is considered  that
the Government has not hitherto
seriously departed from  the policy
which it was elected to carry out. It
is a demonsiration that the people ot

recognize that they have

been  hitherto  unjust  towards  Ire
land, but that they are now willing
to make reparation.  Lord Salisbury
and Mr. Balfour cannot but see that
this is the case, and it they are now
prepared to concede something it is
because they cannot help themselves

In refercnce to the great Libera
victory in the recent election at Wis

bhech, Lovd Salisbury said that a bye

election is no indication of’ the

the people, and that the Gove
cannot change its policy on account ot

such an ey

t.  This would be very

ct it Wishech were the only con

stitueney in which the clectorate had

spoken, and if Cambridze were the only

county in England which had made
itselt heard : but one hundred and
fitteen constituencies have been simi
larly heard from, and in almost every
case there has been a Liberal gain.
Liberal constituencies have given in-
creased  Liberal majorvities, whereas
Conservative constituencies haveshown
reduced ajorities for the successtul
Conservative candidates, and the net
gain to the Liberals has been eighteen
seats. It cannot be said that this is no
indication of a change in popular sen
timent sinee 1556, These hye-elections
have been in all parts of the country,
and may fairly be considered as exem-
plifving what would occur it there
were to be an election immediately,
and it this be the case Mr. Gladstone
would have a majority of over one
hundred ina new Pavliament.,

The members of the Salisbury Gov-
ernment  are undoubtedly convineed
that such is the case, and this accounts
for their wish at the last moment to
concede something  to Ireland in the
hope that they may not be compelled
to grant all that is demanded. My,
Gladstone  has  acknowledged  that

at which the population
of Treland has been diminishing.
Willitbe said that Ireland cannot sup

port her populationincomtort

The fruitfulness
Ivish soil is proverbial ; but it
the land is to be allowed to go to waste,

and to grow only

and since then they did so offensively
several times.  The Pranciscan Super-
ior made a formal protest to the Pasha
of Jerusalem against this aggression,

support its population.
It has been the result of the ]"']i".\' of

the Tories will have less difliculty

than himself to make concessions, tor,

Salisbury may propose : but this will
not affect their g
with Mr. Gladstone : for they know
that it is only because Mr, Gladst

I understandin g

adheres to his resolution to grant Ho
Rule that the Tories hope tojtake t}
wind out of his sails by granting
sinaller  measure of self-zovernn

But Lord Spencer has declarved that 1

Liberal 'ty will not abandon tl

intention to g

nt all that is requis

» make Ireland prosperous and 1

With a re-united Irish p:

tory is certain, and in spite of
recent dissensions in the camp of

Home Rulers, Ireland may sat

forward to the next election as
moment when England, Scotland and
Wales will  confirm  that union

hearts which will arvise from t}

adiness to grant redress of gric

ances to their sister nation
Concerning  the Wesbech  electin
even the London  Témes has said
“This defeat is the worst the Unionists
have sustained.  Mr. Gladstone has a
length obtained an argument suppor
ing his predictions of a Liberal succes
at the general election.”

It continues by asscrting that
victory is not due to the popular ado
tion of Home Rule, but to the wit]
drawal of Liberal-Unionist votes fron
the Conservatives on general Libera
principles.  Even if the latter part

this statement were correct it wou

still be true that tl

Home Rule, for there is no

Liberal prog ne to whic

prominence has been g ot
princi "
to the Liber e tl

e, must indicate, above all thing

adhesion to Home Rule

THE REREDOS QUESTION AS
AFFLCTING DOCTRINE.
The Anglican Bishop of Londor
England, has been sustained by tl
Court of Arches in the suit which wa

brought against him to oblige him ¢
remove the image of Mary and h
Divine Son from the reredos of S
Paul’s Church.  The suit was brougl
by some very Low churchmen of t

great metropolis, who can endure to s
the Lion and the mythical Unice

placed in the most prominent positio
in the church as an object of popu

adoration., but not any Christian sy

bol, or the representation of an e

5o thoroughly Christian as the div
maternity of the Blessed Virgin I
the images are to remain re
ar

[his deci f the highost
astical court of the Church of Ing
efectually disposes of the p «

the thorough-paced Iconoclasis wl
Protestantismm has produced, that i

composed, to bend
them to the Genevan and Scotch Pres

byvterian ideal of

W

into the Ang

not able to introduc
can standards of belief a condemnati

of the use of sacred images, and it
now proved that English Protestantis
maintains  as law® 1 many of t
ancient Catholie practices which hatr
of the Catholic Church leads the sti
more modern Protestants of the same
denomination to reject as unlawiul.

But the consequences of this decisio
are still wmore far-reaching than we
have indicated yet, It has beer
very generally maintained by the see
taries that the second coonmandment of
God, as found in the Protestant Bible,
absolutely  forbids the use of these
images, as inconsistent with the honor
which is to be paid to God alone.

As the King James version of the
Bible is essentially the work of Church
of England divines, and as the transla
tion was made purposely to uphold
Church ot England doctrine, we mus
infer that the so-called second command-
ment of that version, on which the se:
taries rely as a condemnation of all
making of images, was never intended
by the translators to mean what the
sectaries would infer from it.  Only

those ““graven images ™ which are t
be adored as gods, that isto sayv *“idols,”
are forbidden by the Seriptural con

mandment.  We do not intend to deny

opposcd as the Lords are to granting

Ireland’s  demands,  they will growl
"mwn when Lord  Salisbury  proposes
" eoncessions, but they will bear them as
inevitable ¢ but they would velo them
it proposed by himself. It would be
S necessary for him to resort to extreme
courses to secure the consent of the
Lords.

Through Mr. Timothy Healy the
Irish party have stated that they will
accept any good measure which Lord

that the translators expressed the mean
ing awkwardly, and even that they pu
posely introduced the word image. in
order that those Protestants who wished
 to do so might have a prima facie case
against Catholic practice ; but certainly
neither King James I nor the episco-
pal authorities imagined that the pass
age condemned  what the supreme
authority in the Church of England
now tells us the Church never intended
to condemn, otherwise, we may reason-



