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THE

FIVE MINUTE SERMON

—_—

BY REV. WILLIAM DEMOUY, D. D,
- —
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER
EASTER
- -
THE GOOD SHEPHERD
“I am the good shepherd."”

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ designates Himself by the
term of “‘shepherd,” adding to it
the qualifying word ‘‘good.” We
know the life of the shepherd, He
clothes himself in the coarsest of
attire. His food is very often of
the poorest and the most common.
Nay, he sometimes passes long
hours without any food save a few
pieces of bread. He, however, loves
his flock. His work seems to be
fascinating, for, notwithstanding
all the difficulties attached to it, the
shepherd “performs it faithfully.
He is out in the forest or on the
plain even during the most inclem-
ent weather. Be it summer, with
the searching rays of the sun beat-
ing down wupon the earth; be it
winter, with its cold blizzards—he
is ever with his sheep. He watches
them as they travel over hill and
dale in their search for food. Never
do their wanderings tire him nor
exhaust his patience. He loves his
flock and, as we know, where there
is love there is no work to» difficult.
What more beautiful figure could
Our Lord have chosen in order
clearly to demonstrate His love for
us, His sufferings undergone for us,
His anxiety for our safety, andflis
great care exercised in our behalf !

That He loves us is evident.
Through His grace alone, have we
not been enrolled among the mem-
bers of His flock ? Because of His
love for us, have we not been able
to receive His body and blood to
nourish and strengthen our spiritual
life? Because of His love for us,
have we not at our disposal the
sacred tribunal wherein we can
have our sins washed away?
3ecause of His love for us, have we
not men chosen by Him to admin-
ister to us in our spiritual needs ?
What has He left undone in order
to show His love for us ? Nothing.
indeed ! All He requires of usis a
faithful correspondence with His
grace. We are not dumb animals,
like the sheep over which the
earthly shepherd watches ; but we
are rational beings, gifted with a

John x, 11)

before you, proportionately do you
after Me. will not lead you to
the slaughter as I have been led.
Your sufferings shall be much
lighter. The reward I now possess
and enjoy, you who follow Me will
enjoy along with Me when the days
of your life in the flock of the world
will be ended.”

Who can resist following the
invitations of such a Shepherd 7 We
are already in His fold. It is now
our duty to render ourselves good
members of His flock., If we neg-
lect to do so, we are indeed ungrate-
ful in the basest degree, and truly
deserve the punishment destined
for those who abuse their liberty
and reject the graces Christ offers
them, without any merit on their
part.
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RECOMMENDED AND BLESSED
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CONFIDENCE IN OUR LADY

We read in the Third Book of
Kings that whén Adonias sought a
favor he went to the mother of
Solomon and asked her to intercede
for him with her royal son, ‘' Then
Bethsabee came to the king to
speak to him for Adonias ; and the
king arose to meet her, and bowed
to her, and sat down upon his
throne. And the throne was set for
the king's mother, and she sat at
his right hand. And she said to
him : ‘I desire one small petition
from thee: Do not put me to con-
fusion.” And the king said to her :
‘My mother, ask ; for I must not
turn away thy face.””” Commenta-
tors apply this touching passage to
our Blessed Lady, the Mother of
our Heavenly King, who is seated
on her throne in bliss beside Him,
continually occupied in ~ asking
favors for her devoted children on
earth. As in the times of the Old
Testament a king's mother was a
powerful intercessor, so likewise
under the New Law Mary’s adopted
children know that her intercessory
power with her Son in heaven is
never invoked in vain. Clients of
Mary need not be reminded that she
is a generous mother to those who
love her, and their confidence in her
should be complete.

However, if there are people who

free will by which we should govern |
our acts. He commands and invites
us, thereby regulating and :iidimz‘
our free will lest we abuse it. He |
supplies us with the food wherewith |
we maintain life, He is more a
shepherd than is contained in ouf®
conception of that word, for He
does not accompany us so much in
our search for food, but He dis-
penses it to us and invites us to |
come and partake of it. ‘

Certainly, no shepherd ever has |
shown a love for his flock similar to |
the love that Christ shows for us.‘
And why ? Isit that He is enriched |
by possessing us, as the shepherd is |
by his flock? Far from it. It is|

merely His love for us—true love— | our Lord, for loving her with so | Roman

He wishes us to share in His happi- |
ness, to reign in His kingdom 1‘

We need not comment upon His |
sufferings. The
aside by the Church for commem- |
orating His sufferings has jusl‘
passed ; and the memories of these
same sufferings, which the Church
recalled to you, undoubtedly are
still fresh in your minds. We have |
already mentioned some of the
hardships undergone by the shep-
herd. Can they be compared to
those that Christ suffered for us?
He had proclaimed by His word
that ‘' the good shepherd giveth his
life for his sheep.”” He proved it
afterward by His deeds, thereby
proving Himself indeed the Good
Shepherd.

We are aware of His anxiety for
us. He proclaimed that He would
go, but He would not leave us
orphans. He would ascend to our
Father and to His father—but He
would send upon us the Holy Ghost
the Spirit of Truth, and abide with
us forever. He left His representa-
tive to watch over His flock. Did
He not say to Peter: ‘' Feed My
lambs. Feed My sheep?'’ His
flock remains and increases—and,
above all, is well cared for He
impeses upon His shepherd the obli
gation of inviting and drawing
other members into His fold. He
knew that outside His flock
there would be no unity. He
requires one fold, as there is but
one shepherd. He who remains
outside the fold and even faithfully
endeavors to do His will, ~ill work
in vain unless He be ignorant of this
true fold. Yes, Christ cares for
His fold, but His fold alone. There
is pse'nre room for all within it
D es H real v jrotect His fluck ?
Indeed, He exercises over it the
watchfulness of the mo-t vigilant
shepha, d, the tenderest father, the
kindest friend. ‘' I know Mine, and
Mine know Me.” He is our way,
our truth, and our life. ‘' In Him
we live and move and are’” So
much solitude has He for us that we
are never separated from Him
unless we ourselves cause it.

Dear friends, we belong to
Christ’s flock. “‘I,”’ He says, ‘‘have
chosen you!!’” With so good a Shep
herd at our head, what should our
gentiments and our actionsbe? He
is not a shepherd that drives us
over hill, through forest, across
plains and valleys. His word, as
you have seen, is not a word of
harshness. His commands are not
expressed in tones of bitterness and
haughtiness, He rather leads us
with a gentle hand, *Come, follow
Me. My yoke is sweet and My
burden light. As I have done

seek for motives why confidence
should be placed in the motherly
care and affection of Mary, they
have only to consult the writings of
the Fathers and Doctors of the
Church and of others who have |
distinguished themselves in her
service, The testimony of those
personages may be summed up in a
few words. They tell us every-
where that, as we have recourse to
our Divine Lord, as our great Advo-
cate of redemption and conciliation
with the Eternal Father, so like- |
wise should we have recourse to
Mary as our advocate and mediatrix

Saint Bernard, to cite but one
instance, tells us to keep our eyes
fixed on this Star.of Hope. *‘If the
winds of temptation rise, if the
rocks of tribulation frown, look to
the Star, call upon Mary. If you
are tossed about by the waves of
pride, ambition, distraction, enyy,
look to the Star, call upon Mary.
If anger or avarice or sins of the
flesh threaten your soul, look
towards Mary. In danger, in dis-
tress, in despondency in perplexity,
think of Mary. Let that holy name
be ever rn your lips and in your
heart. If you follow her guidance,
you cannot stray ; if you pray to
her, you will not despair ; when she
holds your hand, you will notefall ;
if she protects you, you need not
fear ; if she leads you, you need not
grow weary ; if she befriends you,
you will be safe.”’

What stronger motive could Wwe
have to urge us to have confidence,
in the sweet Mother whom God has
given us to guide us gently and
surely through life to the port of
heaven ? But in order to earn her
protection, is it too much to ask
that we should show ourselves
worthy children ? If we desire her
efficacious intercession, we should
make an effort to lead sinless lives,
avoiding every occ.sion that might
endanger our souls and practising

the virtues which she loved and
practised. This 1s what the saints |
did and in doing so earned her good |
will and protection. We should |
endeavor to imitate the saints, and |

following their example, cherish in | ||

our hearts great hope and confi- |
dence in the Mother of God by fre- |
quently reminding ourselves of our
weaknesses and of the necessity of
invoking her assistance. Show our
generosity in trying to please her ;
make little sacrifices daily and
practise devotions in her honor in a
way which will keep her memory |
fresh in our minds and hearts ; for |
instance, the constant wearing of |
the scapular, the daily recitation of |
the rosary, as members of the |
League of the Sacred Heart the
daily decade, Holy Communion on}
her feast days, frequent invocation |
of her name. and last but not least, |
meditation on her virtues, all salu- |
tary practises which will draw hvr‘
nearer to us. |

** Not only does our Blessed Lady |
watch over our spiritual and ma-
terial interests’ says a recent
writer, ‘‘ but she also obtains for us |
that habitual light and strength by |
which we are enabled to travel
steadily towards our true home in
heaven, guided by that spirit of
wisdom and prudence, which dis-
tinguishes her faithful followers
from the foolish children of the|
world.

E. J. Deving, S. J.

D

A PROTESTANT STORY
- |

Finding in the Bulwark for
January, a Protestant organ, the |
statement that a whole village in

of intercession with her Divine Son.
This recourse must be agreeable to

tender a love He must be pleased |
with the love we render her in |
turning to her in this manner. |

be more inclined to listen to |
the prayers we offer Him through |
her than if we were to appreach |
Him by ourselves alone.

Mary’s place in heaven is above
the angels and all other blessed
spirits. If we honor these inhabi-
tants of heaven we should honor
her still more and confide in her.
If the Blessed in heaven, by God’s |
appointment and through thcir‘
intercession, render slgnal services
to us in the way of our salvation,
how much greater must be the
gservice Mary is able to render us,
and consequently how much more
readily and more confidingly should
we turn to her who is the Queen of
Angels and Sovereign Lady of the
Universe.

The endearing names given to
Mary in her Litany reveal suffi-
ciently the confidence which her
clients shou'd repose in her
** Refuge of Sinners,” ‘‘ Health of
the Sick,” ‘“Consoler of the |
Afflicted,”” ‘‘ Help of Christians ”’
ete., are titles which have their
own stories to tell and which should
encourage all who have yet to learn
by experience what a loving and
powerful intercessor is the Mother
f the Heavenly King. Those titles
reveal the ways Mary displays her
sentiments : A mother consoling her
children when they are in affliction; |
a merciful mother ; a mother pro- |
tecting her own in danger; a |
mother always and ever\ whorol‘
doing all that motherhood can do in
love and care snd service.

At the marriage feast in Cana,
Mary took practical account of the
troubles and wants of her friends in
mere temporal matters and used
her intercessory power with her |
Divine Son t6 have them supplied ; |
how much more willingly will she
intercede for those appealing to her
for help in the more important
affairs of the soul. A poor ship-
wrecked sailor, grasping a plank on
the ocean surface, feels hope rising
in his bosom when he espies a dim
light on the coast and he makes
heroic effortg to reach it, for there
he is confident of rescue. In like
manner, weak, esin-laden souls,
tossed on the ocean of life and
exposed to the storms of passion and
adversity,. rejoice when Mary the
Star of Hope is proposed to them as |
a guiding light. She is their hope,
and she will be their salvation, if
they show their confidence in her,

These were the sentiments of the
gaints in her regard, as we \gather
from their lives and writings.

Italy had become Protestant in a |
body, we communicated with our |
corréspondent and have |
received from him the following |
account of the affair: ‘‘A certain |
statement appearing in the Bul- |

holy season set |And He must on that account|wark of January should not go by |

unchallenged. It runs thus: ‘A!
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ForYourbDainty
Silk Blouses

For your daintiest blouses,

the pretty things you do not
wish to trust to a \\’ashing
with ordinary soap,
Lux. The thin,
silky Lux flakes, specially

manufactured by our own

use

white,

exclusive process instantlys

dissolve into a bubbling

lather as harmless to fine
fabrics as pure water itself.
If a silk can be washed in clear

water alone, it is safein delicate
Lux suda.

Lux is unrivalled for washing fine

articles and is sold only in

sealed packages—dust-procf !

LEVER BROTHERS LIMITED

Toronto 226
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BEAUTY OF THE SKIN
is the natural desire of every woman,
k abl the use of Dr.
blackbeads,
of the skin
disappear, and
woth and velvety
Bates & Co.,
ple free if you

New ound'an
Doyle, St. John

few weeks ago a whole village in | §
Italy turned Protestant in a body | §
and they sacked the priest and sent | §

for a Protestant minigger to come | §

and conduct Protestant services for
them in the former Catholic
Church [

““Evidently, the paper refers to
the following fact, which took place
in the autumn in a small village of
Piedmont. There the vast majority
of the populition of the small
hamlet—so small that one of
the most popalar dailies of
Milan, referring to it, said that
very few Italians themselves had
ever heard of it—had a dispute
with the priest, not—and this should
be well borne in mind—over some
point of doctrine, but because the
priest refused to carry out some
little detail connected with the pro-
cession and celebration of the
patron saint of the village, which
detail had been carried out year
after year. Those who are familar
with the country districts of Italy
well know what devotion there is
to the patron saint of the village,
and how the people look forward to
every detail of the procession, the
firework display, ete. A subject of
much comment and laughter there
was when the stalwart sons of this
unknown village addressed them-
selves to a Protestant pastor, not
of the High Church sort, but of
Calvinistic tenets, and asked him to
¢ ‘me, just because he was in opposi-
tion to the priest. The good sou s
did not know on what doectrinal
grounds.

“Well, there would be only one |
conclusion. The pastor, after a few |
sermons realized, there was ‘noth- |
ing doing’ and the people of the |
hamlet realized after their hot
Italian spirit had ¢ilmed down, that
with the priest a detail would be
omitted, whilst with the minister
there would be no procession at all,
and the good old saint of their
village would be cast away from
them. The hamlet now pursues its
ordinary normal life without any
sign of schism, and the Protestant
pastor has gone back to his own.
If such are the great captures of
Protestantism, the less said the
better. An Italian is impulsive,
but he soon returns to the realms of
reason. Protestantism, and speci-
ally that of the lower forms, has no
chance of making progress here,
It is too prosaic and too narrow-
minded for him.””—The Uniyverse,
(London.)
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The Fairy Berry Co,, Dept. H 0 Toronto, Ont,

THE TIRE SENSATION OF 1920
WILL BE YOUR CHOICE FOR 1922

DEAF?
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Whether they come
from bruises or over-
work, sore muscles
will quickly yield to §
the soothing effect of

 c Absorbine, Jr.

Rub briskly into the mus- §
cles a few drops of Absor-
bine, Jr.,, and the inflam- B
mation which caused the §
pain will quickly disap- B
pear—and with it the pain. §

Keep a bottle on hand §

and be prepared for emer- §

gencies.

$1.25 a bottle
at most druggists'
W. F. YOUNG, Inc.
344 St. Paul St., Montreal

ST. JOSEPH’S HOME

Hospice for Ladies
Old Gentlemen and Couples
The institution is situated in the nicest
part of the Olty of St. Catharines, Ont
Chapel in tre Home, every day Holy
Mass. Moderate Terms,

For particulars apply to the

Mother SBuperier, 78 Yate 8t.
8t. Catharines, Ontario, Canada

In charge of the Carmelite Sisters, D.C. J.
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“Service First” Phone 69285 )

Pate & Vaughan
LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE
TRUCKING

490 ADELAIDE STREET, LONDON
W. H. VAUGHAN

Catholic Mutual Benelil

Association of Canada

An exclusively Catholic and Canadian |
Fraternal Insurance Company

FOR MEN and WOMEN

Incorporated by Act of the Dominion
| Parliament. ‘‘Adequate Rates, Whole
| Life and 20 and 30 Years Assessment |
| Policies."’

Over $8,000,000 Pai¢

To Families of Deceased Members

| For further information address

J. E H. HOWISON

GRAND SECRETARY

| 59 St. Denis St., Montreal, P C.

|
of the SACRED HEART :

An ideal place for your boy.

Summer Camp
For Catholic Boys

| Under Personal Direction
| of the Christian Brothers,
| Lake Simcoe Beach, Ont.

Swimming, Boating
Fishing Hiking

For far-
ther particulars, address :
REV. BROTHER ALFRED

76 Jarvis Street Toronto, Ont,

If You Believe

in Insurance for yourself, « hy
not for your children also ?
Our Children’s Weekly
Premium Policies
(Easy to Get — Easy to Keep)

are Educational Courses in
the Value of Early Insurance.

London Life Company

Head Offices, London, Canada

““Policies Good
as Gold’’

Agencies in all Principal Cities

!

Y MADE IN CANADA

then.

]
3N

Have Your Child
Learn To Play
A Piano True To Tone

A music4l education begins with the first lesson
—the development of true music instincts begins

Start your child right —have him learn on a good
piano, a piano like the Sherlock-Manning.

=RLOCK-IVIANNING
- 20% Century Piano -
ke Pano worffy~ of your Hlome

is **Canada’s, Biggest Piano Value™ because it is
not only a true, quality piano, but one that is
built to stand the hard usage of home life.

Hear it at our nearest dealers
Write us for Art Catalogue and Prices

SHERLOCK-MANNING PIANO COMPANY

LONDON -

CANADA

The

to wives and
mothers of
Drunkards a
trial treatment of
the wonderful
Egyptian cure,
SAMARIA PRESCRIPTION. Not an
experiment but a proven remedy, used
by thousands who claim it to be the only
real cure for drunkenness! Science proves
that drunkenness is a disease—not a habit.
Prohibition legislation cannot cure the
unfortunate victim. What he needs is
medicine which will make liquor so dis-
tasteful that he will hate it, and which
will at the same time build up his health.
SAMARIA does all this and more. It
brings happiness to homes made utterly
miserable through drink.
SAMARIA js tasteless and can be given
in tea, coffee or food with or without the
knowledge of the patient. For liberal
trial treatment, send three cents to cover
postage,

SAMARIA REMEDY CO.
Dept. Q, 142 Mutual St. Toronto

i

‘s

| “R
o

A PURE

Always Good

Every time you buy “SURPRISE”
you get a big, bright, solid bar of
the highest grade household soap.




