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THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

A year or two ago in coming up from Montreal,
the present writer asked the question of Mr. William
Mackenzie, the well-known railway owner and con-
tractor: “Can the Intercolonial Railway not be made
to pay?” To this Mr. Mackenzie’s reply was prompt.
“Certainly it“can: look at the revenue it has—over
six millions. It is all a matter ~of managemient.”
Now here is Senator McMullen saying the same
thing after a trip of investigation over the line. - Of
course we do not put this gentleman in the same

.category with Mr. Mackenzie, for the latter is especi-

ally well qualified by experience to judge of such
Jut it is significant to find both men say-
The Senator con-

matters.
ing practically the same thing.
siders the road a good Dominion asset; “get the
right man, put him in charge, and if carefully and
economically operated under an independent head,
absolutely free from political influences, it would pay
all operating expenses, and contribute, in addition, a
substantial revenue to the Dominien treasury.” He
has said much the same thing before but he has
lately been over the Intercolonial main line and
branches and has noted with care the condition of
the road and the general system of operation, both
as to its operating staff and the repair staff at
Moncton. “The road is over-stationed between
"Moncton and Halifax, where the average distance
between stations is three and a half miles, and this
is virtually the rule on nearly the whole line. The
operating staff is too numerous, the repair shops are
over-crowded with workmen, many of whom have too
The schedule of freight rates
Further, ‘he ’says

easy work.
is altogether too low.”
what is very true, “these conditions cannot be got
rid of under a political head, either Conservative or
Liberal. We have tried both and both have failed.
Put the road under an independent head, and it will
show its earning power in a very short time.”

What more is needed to convince the pdwers that
be that political influence, divided management,
violation of the commonest conditions that dis-
tinguish well-managed and successful railways, are
to blame for the fact that the Intercolonial does not
pay. Nothing more can be needed to convince, but
much may be needed to get them to act. The
road has always been too valuable as a political con-
venience to permit of its being made a paying asset.
The people would have no objection - to a change,
but certain politicians and persons with a “pull”
would object. =
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MINERALS AT COBALT.

Opinions expressed by visitors upon the mineral
value of the Cobalt district of Northern Ontario
have varied a good deal, according as visitors re-
mained there a long or a short time, were accurately
or incorrectly infc-med, or not being experts were
disappointed at the non-existence of conditions-they
These considerations will account for

(’xp(‘(‘t('d.
egion,

much divergence in the accounts about this r
of the character of its deposits and the future im-
portance of the camp. The latest expression we
have seen on the subject appears in a letter of
October 28th to the Globe, w ritten from New Lis-
keard by Mr, S. R. Clarke. He suggests that_the
of Keewatin age found adjoining the

green stone
is found to

conglomerate of an important mine
carry copper; and reasoning by analogy from de-
velopments in similar rock: in Cornwall there may
be close thereto other valuable metal. He states,
however, that:

“The-valuable finds during the past season are not.
With the lure of the wonderful suc-

tor

very numerous.
cess at Cobalt before his eyes, the hardy prospec
has scoured the country in all directions, and though
some prospects have been located ‘here and there




