As a rule women are credited with
the bulk of this world’s gossip ana
 back-biting; this may be on account
of the female portion of the commu-
nity having more occasion than the
members of the male sex to enjoy
lengthy chats. Men have, as a rule,
& multitude of subjects for conver-
sation in which women are but littl?
interested, and the exhausting of
which prevents a considerable am-
ount of small talk. For example,
politics, trade, foreign affairs- stock
markets, games, athletics of al
kinds, commercial interests, and a
score or more of like topics general-
ly furnish the men with so much sub-

ject matter for conversation, that
they rarely have time to criticise.
their neighbors. Seen from this

point of view, there may be a good
deal of truth in the contention that
women are great talkers and gos-
sips. But we must confess that the
men have just as much to say as
have the women—and they do not
always say it in as refinded or char-
itable a manner as do their sisters.

At all events there is no excuse for
a man being a gossip, a Story-car-
rier, a family critic, a bacl+biter, a
purveyor of slander and of scandal.
He shoula be above all that, and his
occupations should prevent him from
making such a poor and questionable
use of his time—and of his tongue.
Still we have men, and it is too bad
to have to admit that they are not
few in number, who have contracted
the abominable habit of criticising
every person else, of jumping at con-
clusions regarding their neighbors, of
taking delight in spreading and um-
plifying every evil report concerning
another person, of running down
those whom they pretend to hold in

esteem and whose friendship they
would not like to forfeit. Whence
this nasty habit we do not exactly

know, but it is certainly a blot up-
on the social customs of any com;
munity in which it prevalils. Je
know men, and know them very well,
who have never a good word to say
ahout, any person. No position, no
station, no dignity, no character is
safe from their attacks; nothing is

too sacred to escape their evil
tongues. The priest in the sanctu-
the

ary and the men, or woman in
intimacy of domestic life, cannot be
ghielded from their attacks. Like
the bird of prey that scents from a-
far the carion, they seem to detect
by a kind of instinct the existence of
a bit of scandal, and they hover
over it in a twinkling. If it be not
unsavory enough, they have a pecu-
liar knack of adding to it for the
‘benefit of others, and of magnifying
its proportions beyond recognition.
“There is something exceedingfy low

:in the exercise of this unenviable fa-
.culty, and eventually it has the ei-
| fect of bringing down social ostra-
cism upon the perpetrators of the

| offence.

It was once said by an eminent
writer that a half truth is worse
lt.hun a whole lie. You can meet a
+lie, can contradict it, can "nail it
down as a calumny; but when it is
merely tacked on to a truth, there

is a great difficulty in disproving it,
and a still greater difficulty in rec-
tifying the evil and wrong that it
may have wrought, of this class of
evil speaking, we might draw spe-
cial attention to the habit of ‘‘im-
puting motives.”” This is one of the
most effective and ruin-deeling in-
struments in the armory of these en-
emies of their fellow-men. They are
never ready to admit the existence

of good, or of virtue, or of disin-
teresteaness on the part of others.
They cast a hue of suspicion over

every act, no matter how praisewor-
thy it may be. 'rThey see in eVery
meritorious deed some sinister mo-
tive, some selfish intention. Possibly
they have no other standard where-
by to judge others than their own
hearts, and these being unhealthy
they cannot but see evil in every
good. If a neighbor does not at-
tend church—even through illness—
they set him down as a renegade; 1f
he is faithful in attending to hlis re-
ligious duties, they call him a hypo-
crite. Should he decline to have his
deeds of charity published, they de-
clare that he has none such to his
eredit; if they should be made known,
they claim that it is for self-glorifi-
cation that he performed them. If he
sucrifices the one half of his exist-
ence to some sacred cause, laboring,
without reward, for its success, they
discover some dark and ulterior aim
that he has in view, and set down
his labor and humility to cunning
and trickery. In a word, no man
is safe fmom the poison of their
tongues, and they imagine, all the
while, that the world does not see
behind the mask that they strive so
hara to keep adjusted.

wo do not expect that any
marks we may make can ever have
an effect upon these consummate evil
tongued people; but we deem it well
to let them understand that they are
appreciated at their proper value by
their neighbors, and that the more
they have to tell concerning others,
the more does the world detect their
own shortcoming end the more will
it resent the same when, sooner or

re-

later, the opportunity arises; for
they had no mercy on others and
none for them-

they need expect
selves.

01d
Time
Reminiscences

By a Special Correspondent.

Has any of the readers of the
‘“True Witness’’ ever heard of Danny
Shields—or Daniel Shields? In all
probability the name will not awak-

en a single association in the mind

of any living person to-day. Yet
Danny Shields was very intimately
connected with this organ in its

younger days. During the early six-
ties that easy-going, light-hearted,
ready-witted son of a vanished gen-
eration, walked many a mile, up
and down the valley of the Ottawa,
soliciting subscriters for what he
was always pleased to call " the
great Catholic paper of Montreal.”
When the writer was a boy he ire-
quently met Danny Shields and has
a vivid recollection of the old gin-
tleman’s astonishing feats of
ory. He could repeat, without he-
sitation, almost every editorial that
had appeared in the “True Witness’
of that day, and hé knew how to
-make use of that faculty in securing
inbll;t(bers. That Danny Shields is
dead there can be little doubt, for
‘about 1868, forty years ago, at
the time of the commencement of the
Otvll War in the United States, he
claimed to be seventy-five years of

mem-

ut vh‘eil"he died, where he

s life  ar

what ¢ircum- |y

facts unknown to the writer.

In the days of the stage-coaches,
before the railways came to spoil
the happiness of life, and years be-
fore electricity was thought of, oth-

erwise than in connection with a

thunderstorm, Danny Shields carriad
two Dbaskets, filled with apples,
cakes, candies and tobacco, and

found customers for hig wares at the
commencement of navigation above
the Capital. In those days the
““Jenny Lind,”’ the ““Dominion,’’ and
the “‘Iron Duke’’ were the stages
that carried travellers from Ottawa
to Aylmer. They left the city at
dawn, and reached the end of their
eight-mile journey in time for the
steamboat’s departure at seven *in
the merning. Sometimes hundreds
of men, destined for the lumber re-
gions above, were seen packeda into
and on top of the stages, all gay
and singing as only voyageurs c¢an
sing. From Aylmer the ‘“Union For-
warding Company’s’’ steamboats
carried them thirty odd miles to the
Quyon, or Chats Rapids. There they
were transferred to a pecufiar. tram-
way, three miles in length, built on
wooden tressel work, in some places
seventy feet high, and consisting of
a single board track along which
two horses, driven tanaem, dragged
immense and totally unprotectzd
cars. Yet not one accident ever
'happened on that strange, that
unique road. At the end of the
three miles, at Pontiac, they took
another and smaller steamer in
which brought them to Portage-du-
Fort, where they spent the night.
Next morning they «drove twelve
miles to Cobden over the most ab-
ominable road that ever carried pub-
lic conveyances. From Cobden they
boarded the ‘North Star,” ‘& tiny
boat, that paddled its way amidst
fioating islands over the Muskrat, or
Mud Lake, and the propelling of
: demanded that the

|knew “nothing of C.P.R.'s or

%

sthes, tiay

Aiat e

of one h

Thus was'a
miles traversed. |

To-day a C.P.R. train takes you
from Ottawa to Pembroke in less
than three hours. But Danny Shields
any
other R.’s, unless it were the fam-
ous Three Rs., of his elementary edu-
cation.

Now it was along this line that
the good man whose name is now,
possibly for a first time since his
death, recalled, was wont to travel,
to sell his delicacies, to canvass for
the “True Witness,”” and to break
the monotony of such a journey with
his jovial outbursts and his ready
wit. The stories that some of the
older inhabitants still set down to
his account would fill a volume.
Needless to say that he w an as-
tonishing controvertionalist, a it
was his delight to fall in with some
unfortunate preacher, (@bove all if
he were an Orangeman) and to ad-
wminister a ‘‘tongue-threshing’’ such
as few would care to experience a
second time.

On one occasion a Rev. Mr. Ralph
$mith, a Methodist preacher of some
local repute, was on his way to hold
a camp meeting at Bristol. He went
by way of Aylmer, and took pass-
age on the old steamer ‘“The Emer-
ald’ ’—the captain of the said steam-
or was Mr. Alexis Rajotte, at pre-
sent, and for long years past, the
efficient ticket agent of the C.P.R.
at the Place Viger, old Dalhousie
Station, Montreal. Danny Shields
soon ‘‘spotted his man,’”’ as the term
goes; and, in going his rounds with
his cakes and candies, he asked Rev.
Mr. Smith to purchase a copy of the
““Witnesa''—omitting, of course, the
prefix “True.”” Glad to have the
‘“only religious daily,”” as our con-
temporary the ‘‘Daily Witness’’
even then called, the reverend
tleman quickly bought a copy—sur-
prised, however, that Danny asked
two-pen-ha’penny for that which he
was accustomed to buy for a copper.
However, he bought the paper, set-
tled himself down to read, and
doubtless expected to secure addi-
tional ammunition for his attacks
upon Rome at the coming camp
meeting. Poor Danny could not re-
dist the temptation of thanking the
reverend gentleman for the purchase,
and of adding that it was ‘‘a most
religious publication.”

After a time Mr. Smith
quiet corner on deck, and began to
read. Danny had informed a couple
of his frienas of what he had done,
and they seated themselves sufficient-
ly close to Rev. Mr. Smith to be
able to note the effect of the news-
paper upon him. Danny planted
himself directly behind the reader.

Without ever glancing at the head-
ing of the paper, but, at once, turn-
ing over to the editorial page, the
Rev. Ralph Smith commenced to
carefully peruse its contents. For a
few moments all went smoothly; but
soon he began to grow uneasy, he
scratched his head, rubbed his eyes,
laid down the paper, took it up a-
gain, and ever and ever-the aston-
ishment, the bewilderment, the anger
on his face became more and more
pronounced. At last he began to
comment in a hall audible tone; and,
every now and again, he was heard
to ejaculate: ‘““Wrang Johnny, wrang
again Johnny.”” He was mentally
addressing the late John Dougal, the
founder and inspiration of the ““Wit-

was
gen-

found a

ness.”” Anon would come, in broad
Scottish tones, the same ‘‘wrang
Johnny,”’—at last, he could stand

it no longer, and he exclaimed, suffi-
ciently loud for Danny to hear him:
“Ye maun he daft Johnny! Daft
Mon as a march hare!’’

At this juncture
quietly came forward, and said :—
“Would you buy an apple to-day,
sir Mr. Smith looked at him, for
a moment, and then said: ‘‘No, sir;
if your fruit is as rotten as Johnny
Dougal’s articles in this fissue, you
should be fined for hawking them a-
pout.”” ‘“Ah! good sir,” replied Dan-
ny, ‘‘tHere is this difference, the ap-
ples are as nature made them, but
since Mr. Dougal took to boarding
all summer at the Jesuit institution
in the country, his articles are not
what they used to be.”” The minister,
without ever deigning another glance
at the newspaper, walked over to
the railing and cast the ‘‘True Wit-
ness’’ into the Ottawa.
There is nq record of what the ul-
timate result of the incident was.
No matter what Mr. Smith may have
thought of the late able editop of
the ‘“Witness,”” at least Danny
Shields was perfectly satisfied that
he had made the clergyman read the
“Prue Witness’® whether he willed it
or not. A hundred good stevies
could I tell of Danny Shields, and
his adventures, in pushing the circu-
lation of this very paper, fully forty
Kears ago. Some other time, per-

aps, it may please the readers to
hear tell of how Catholic journalism’
was encouraged in those early days
‘men, of that time, went
ul into the work ‘l

Danny Shields

; reached = Pembroke |
|about midnight of the second day.

NES
[N SCOTLAND.

The new chapel of the convent of
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd,
Dolbeth, will be blessed and opened
on the last Sunday in September.
Monsignor John 8. Vaughan, of
London, will be the preacher.

The Rev. James Donlevy, S. J.,
lately returned from Austria, has
just concluded a retreat for the nuns
of the above convent, and is at pre-
sent the guest of the Very Rev. Fa-
ther Gartlan, S.J. Father Donlevy
is a cousin to the Very Rev. Canon
Donlevy 'of Edinburgh.

The Irish National Foresters of
Great Britain and Ireland celebrated

their silver jubilee at Celtic Park,
Glasgow, last week.
Miss Ellen McGuinness, a young

lady well known in St. Andrew’s
parish, Glasgow, wnere she was e
devout and zealous member of
Sacred Heart Society, met her death
under sad and unexpected circum-
stances in Ireland during the recent
Glasgow holidays. Miss McGuinness,
with a party of Catholic friends. am-
ongst whom was her companion Miss
Crilly, left Glasgow on Fair Friday
on a pilgrimage to Lough Derg.
While performing the religious duties
of this pilgrimage., which occupies
three days, the young lady took ill
and died.

The Rev. Father Edward Whyte,
S.J., London, was recently the
guest of Father Bader, S.J., for a

day or two, ere proceeding to Dun-
dee to conduct an eight days’ retreat
for the Sisters of Mercy in thav city.
Father Whyte was for twenty-five
years rector of the Sacred Heart
mission in Edinburgh prior to his
transference a few years ago to Lon-
don. During that time, while win-
ning the hearts of his own congrega-
tion in a very endearing and fatherly
manner, he became one of the best
liked priests in Edinburgh, whom to
know was to love and honor.

After about forty years faultless
fidelity to the cause of Scottish
Catholicity in the Border towns of
Selkirk and Galashiels, the Jesuit
Fathers, whose practice of late years
has been to relinquish the smaller
missions committed to their care,
are now on the eve of retiring, and
leaving all who dearly love them in
the towns in question to deeply and
sincerely mourn their loss. Last week
a farewell congregational social gath-
ering was held in connection with
Our Lady and St. Andrew’s, Gala-
shiels. Parish Councillor O’Hara
presided over a meeting in the Guild
Hall. Jesuit Fathers from near and
far graced the gathering with their
genial presence. Father Lea, in the
course of the evening, was presented
with an address on parchment, and
made the recipient of an entire set
of breviaries and a dressing-bag. Fa-
ther Lester, the assistant, was also
presented whith a dressing case as a
parting gift. The speeches on all
sides were Of a very affecting charac-
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Gatholie High chool

Will re-open its Classes on

WEDNESDAY, September 3.

For terms and particulars apply to the
Prineipal,
A. J. HALES-SANDERS.

Business Caras

T. J. O’NEILL,

Real ;: Estate : Agent,

180 NT. JAMES STREET,

If you want to buy a preperty, want
$o sell your property ; if you want te
exokange your property, want your
renis eollested, your taxes, insurance,
repairs and reating attended to, call or
write for terms. Special attentien
given to preperties of non-residents.

Prompt Returns, Moderate Charges.

M. SHARKEY.

Real Estate and Fire Insurance Agent
1840and 1728 NOTRE DAMEST,.,
Montreal.

Valuations made of Real Estate. Per.
sonal supervision given to all business,

Telephone Main 771

GARROLL

ed Practi
Plumbhers, Steam Fitters,
Metal and Slate Roefers. '

795 CRAIG STREET, near 8t. Antoine Street

Drainage and Ventilation aspecialty.
CHARGES MODERATE. Telephone 1884

GONROY BROS.

228 Oentre Street.

PracticalPlumbers, Gas and Steam Fitters
ELEOTRIC and nEOHANICAL

BELLS, ate.
Tel. Main 3553. Night and Day Bervices

TeLEPHONE 3833.

THOMAS 0’CONNELL

Nealerin General Household Hardware, Paints
Oils,and & fine line of Wall Papers,

Gor, Murray and Ottawa

STREETS.
PRACTICAL PLUMBER,

6HS, STEAM and HOT WATER FITTED

RUTLAND LINING, FITS ANY STOVE

ter, and the whole gathering
deeply moved. Father Lea, who has
been about ten years in Galashiels,
succeeded in wiping out a mission
debt of two thousand pounds ster-
ling. The Jesuits took over the
Galashiels mission in 1863,

The Leith Catholic Young Men's
Society had on Monday an enjoyable
excursion to Peebles. The rev. chap-
lain, Father O’Ryan, and other offi-
cials of the society, accompanied the
e ionists, who ibered about
800, and were conveyed by special
excursion train. Sports were held,
and dancing on the green was in-
dulged in by the young people. Neid-
path Castle, an ancient stronghold
of the Douglases on the Tweed, and
other historic places, were visited.

The Rev. J. J. O’Carroll, 0.M.1.,
who was Superior of the Leith Mis-
sion, immediately before  Bishop
Gaughren, of Kimberley, has
been paying his old parish a visit.

‘and of doing only wha
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KsTABLISHED 1864.

House, Sign and Decorative Paintes
PLAIN AND DECORATIV, E

PAPER-NANGER.
Whitewashingand Tinging .
...:Ld “'6 i n: ll‘p.;Oh::mnw
o8 » o0 troet.
oast of lnwnm‘-lolhul'.' i 5
Bell Telohone, Masn,1405.

- DANIEL FURLONS,

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in
GHDIGE_BEEF, VEAL, MUTTON end PORK
54 Prince Artbur Strees.

Bpecial rates for Oharitable Institutions.
';f-mg\on‘mn o

Comeert Every Weqp,
. Evening,

—

All Looal Talent
finest in the Oity pay riod
g‘AoEeSdatoD 80 am. opn e
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P m.
Tel. Main 2181,

A.0.H., DIVISION No. g, mee
each month, at 1863
street, near McGill.

D. Gallery, M.p,,
dent; M. McCarthy, Vice-Presi,
Fred. J. Devlin, Ree.-Secre
1528F Ontario street, I,

Secretary, 65 Young Btreet;

ST. ANN'S T. A. & B.
established 1863.—Rey,
Rev. Father Flynn.
Gallery, M.P.; Sec,,
625 St. Dominique
Ryan,
street. Meets on the second
day of every month, in
Hall, corner Young and [o]3
streets, at 8.80 p.m.

Presiden
J.F. Q
Btreet;

1901. Meeting are held on

Annie Donovan, president;
Sarah Allen, vice-president;
Nora Kavanaugh,

tary, 155 Inspector
Emma Doyle,

street;
financial-secret,

Rev. Father McGrath, chaplai

isit,
Sunday_

Fennel, Chairman Standin '
mittee; John O’Donpell, M:.rsl?afl)fn-

ALL SATLORS WEL ooy,
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I, tg
from 1 pP.m. to 19

St Peter and Common gy
e

Soctety  Diwrectory,

—

ta

the first and third Wednesday :

Notre D
me
Officers :

Al.

Presi.

dent;
tary.

y Broph
Treasurer; John Hughes, Finnnci:.i

SOCIETY,
Director,

t. D.
uinn,

M
treasurer. 18 St AURU-BL}]I;

Sun-

St. Ann'g

taws

———

A.0.H. LADIES’ AUXILIARY, Df.
vision No. 5. Organized Oct,. 10th

1st

Sunday of every month, at 4 p.m.;
and 8rd Thursday, at 8 p.m. Miss

Mrs,
Miss

recording-secre.

Misg
ary ;

Miss Charlotte Sparks, treasurer,

n.

ated 1863, revised 1864.

der street, first Monday of
month. Committee meets last
nesday. Officers :

Hon.
1st Vice, F. E. Devlin, M.D.;

urer,
in Secretary, John Kahala;

ST. PATRICK'S SOCIETY.—Esta|
. b-
lished March 6th, 1856, incorpor-
Meets in
St, Patrick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexan-

the
Wed-

Rev. Director,
Rev. M. Callaghan, P.P. President,
Mr. Justice C. J. Doherty ;

2nd

Vice, F. J. Curran, B.C.L.; Treas
Frank J. Green, Correspon-

Rec-

ording Secretary, T. P. Tansey.

ST. ANN'S YOUNG MEN'S S0
TY organized 1885.—Meets in
hall, 157 Ottawa street, on
first Sunday of each month,
2.80 p.m. Spiritual Adviser,
E. Strubbe,
M. Casey; Treasurer,
O’Conmel; Secretary, W. Whit

CIE-
ite

]

at
Rev,

C.SS.R.; President,
Thomas

ty.

meets on the second and

Dame stréets. A. T. O'Connell
R., T. W. Kane, secretary.

ST. ANTHONY'S COURT, C. 0.
fourth

Friday of every month in theis
hall, corner Seigneurs and Notre

F.,

) Os

ST. PATRICK'S T. A. & B.

mittee of

month at 8 pm. Rev. Father
Grath, Rev. President; W.
Doyle, 1st Vice-President;
P. Gunning, Secretary, 716 St
toine street, 8t, Henri.

Management meets
same hall the first Tuesday of every

S0-

CIETY.—Meets on the second Sun-

day of every month in St. Pat-
rick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexander St..
immediately after Vespers. Com-

in

Mc-
P.
Jno,
. An-

C.M.B.A.
1878.—Branch 26 meets at
St., on every Monday of
mon?h. The regular meeting®

the transaction
held on the 2nd and 4th Mon

clal-Becretary,  Robt.

cal Advisers, Drs. H. J. Hi

B.A.,B.,0.L.

.ADVOCATE..

OF CANADA, BRANCH
26.—(Organized, 138th Novembes®,

St.

Patrick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexander

each
for

of business are

days

of each mionth, at 8 p.m. Spiritual
Adviser, Rev, M. Callaghan; Chan-
gellor, F. J. Curran, B.C.L.; Pre
sident, Fred. J. Sears; Recording-
Secretary, J. J, Costigan; Finan-

Warren ;
Treasurer, J. H, Feeley, jr.; Medl-
arrison,

E. J. 0’Conno? and G. H. Merrill

FRANK J. GURRAN,

Savings Bank Chambers, 180 St. James
Stree, tMoutreal.
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The scientist of this &
to human reason in all 1
gion included. Hence it
completely fails when att
reach the Truth, inside t
of Christianity He cann
strate to his own satis
existence of the assential

underlies religion, conseq
rejects all religion and

the abyss of infidelity. Hi
every conclusion upon th
of human reason, and the
cannot reason out, from 1
fc data at his disposal,

entirely. ‘This is the r
ghich the modern scien
The fundamental ground v
seience must be material
{he succeeding discoveries,
particular pranch of scienc
ply the material links in

chain, that bind the origi
material results, or concl
is so with astronomy, geo
any, chemistry, and ever
gcience. So far, so good.

But the moment that th
Helver, or speculator, step
the domain of the materia
ters the field of the spirit
in a totally different spl
different conditions, and he
ploy other standards then
he has been accustomed t
the world of materialistic
Reason exists in the new s
it must accept a different
point and follow another ¢
it is to logically arrive at
conclusion.

Take for example the
Christianity as a religio
from all idea of an origina
its teachings, or the grace
gary to the attainment of s
The same standards and m
reasoning, as those emp
material science, cannot be
Christianity appeals to tl
ments more than to the ree
is to say to the heart ratl
to the mind. Take the sin
tory of Our Lord’s life on
you will find that He incul

Some Phases of
The Leprosy Se

Rev. Henry Cleary, editor
“New Zealand Tablet,’” is t}
of the following vivid descr:
Molokai and its dreadful se

Somebody has described tk
of Molokai as ‘“‘the sweetest
dest in the world.”” It is
paradise of the green and
things that are the gems of
life. But the trail of the se
over it, and in the physical
has left no slimier and fetic

than that most dreaded
scourges of all diseases,’’
leprosy.

Many years ago, when a
student of the cornstalk o
architecture, T became greatl
tsted in the hideous story
leprosy scourge that had
down among the towns and
of Normandy during the mid
In the neighborhood of Gae
I.counted the sites of no few
Yhirteen leper houses—leprose
maladreries, ag they were ca
the language of the time.

The fascination of the grir
Ject has mever left me, A
thance threw me into persons
Sourse with a Picpus mission:

®pent several year in att
on the lepers, who are hemm
Perpetual seclusion on Molok
the tireling blue sea on ‘the «

by an impassable bar
Sheer precipice on the other.
dislike talking leprosy in H
% they dislike conversations
‘retinism in certain cantons 0
Zerland, Byt my missionar;
®ommunicative and interestin

Eh degree. _So were a fow

\ ‘::zm I met on sea and shor
i had a first-hand acqua
th the conditions that prev

dismal homes where hume
Teaches its worst degradation
¥et dies not, in stricken K
But there w
"r all, but little to tell ben
and harrowi o




