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up-
heaval were to 0€eUE; in consequence
of which eleGi :
cease to be an elemeént within the
grasp of man. Stop the télegraph,
the telaphone and the street cars
for one week all over the continent.
Wwhat would be the result? It scems
to me that it would nbsulu’{ely Te~
yolutionize the world im every im-
aginable department, ‘But, accord-
ing to all appearance, tpe electric
car is not likely to wvgnish, there-
fore we must take it as we find it
and deal with it as it is.

To my humble mind the electric
gtreet car is yet going to cause
reater permanent injury to man-
kind than may be suspected. I would
not have my readers think for a
moment that I am opposed to these
cars; on the contrary, cherish and
encourage, to the 'fullest = extent of
my ability, the grand and swift sys-
tem of transportation which the
scientific genius of the age has given
us. I ride in the cars whenever I
can: that is to say, whenever I am
able to get the tickets. But that
does not bind me to the fact that
these same cars are destined to play
great havoc before very - long
amongst the citizens of this. coun-
. I am not referring to the ac-
cidents that are ligble to occur;
these cannot-but increase in the di-
rect ratio of the expansion of the
system, and in the inverse ratio,of
the improvements daily coming into
use. My electro-pessimism, (if that
means anything), is due to very
different considerations and calcula-
tions. Tor the present I will be sa-
sisfied with indicating two of the
dungers that appear to me to be in-
evitable in the near futuré. The first
eoncerns the agricultural, or rural
population ; the second aflects the
city or urban section of the commu-
nity.

Let us begin with the farmers. It
i®» a well-known principle of “politi-
cal economy that the consumer.must
suffer in proportion to the falling
off of the producer. In. other words,
no matter what we have, what we
eat, what we wear, what we use, in
any form, can be ‘traced to ite
source in the country. It is all very
fine to have large warehouses, im-
mense manufactories, unending facil-
fities for transportation, and all
these signs af commercial and in-
dustrial prosperity; but to < main-
tain and feed them we must have
the producing country,- the land
that yields the raw material, and
the: men that cultivate that land.
Your baker may furnish you with
the finest bread on earth, but to
make that bread he must have the
flour; your grist mills cannot sup-
ply the flour without that they have
the wheat. Now wheat won't grow
on St. James street, you must have
the farm lands whereon to raise
that wheat. Nor will the land grow
wheat unless men sow and reap it.
Therefore, the farmer is the one in
reality upon whom you must depend
for your bread: So is it for every
other itam of food; so is it for the
clothes that you wear. I merely
mention these well known facts in
order to emphasize the position;
that which injures the farmer, or
curtails: his market, is a menace to
the whole, population of a country.
Therefore, 'if the electric car system
is a source of marked injury to the
agricultural  ‘section of the people,
it isl: necessarily a danger that
threatens the whole world.

—

I spoke of the old horse cars; that
is to Bay, cars drawn by horses.
How many horses were used yearly
in Montreal, for example, in those
days ? Apart from the number of
horses needed for the = Street ecars
there were those required for cabs,
carriages, and other vehicles. The

oity would suddenly.

{
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of the population. And this means

bicycle has usurped the places of |

‘,~!rom mea~
to either im-
areas or

®; no thore do the peo-
lde upon them. Let mat-
ters go on ‘thus, in propertion to
the changes effected in the past ten
years, and in 1925—at the end of
the first. quarter of this century—it
will be found that electricity has
played havoc with the rural section

a  very important matter for the
consideration of those whose duty
it is to look after the welfare of the
nation. ;

I now turn to the menace that
this system is becoming for the city
people, especially the male section
of the community. In other days
men made use of their limbs, they
practised the healthful and natural
exercise of walking. We are told of
a man like Lord Strathcona in the
days when he was Donald A. Smith,
walking six hundred miles to at-
tend to the affairs of the company
for which he was employed; we are
told of a man like the late Mr.
Blaiklock, walking from Quebec to
Gaspe to see his parents and to do
some business; we read of Lord Ed-
ward Fitzgerald, the famous Irish
patriot, walking, through the woods
from Halifax to Quebec, in order to
join the regiment to which he was
attached; we read of old men, far
beyond the allotted three score and
ten, walking daily several miles to
the scenes of their ordinary labors.
And all these things of which we
thus hear and read, and which are
mere - illustrations of the customs
that then obtained, seem to us as
romantic as would the idea of run-
ning down to your office on an elec-
tric car have appeared to the peo-
ple of fifty years ago.

Go out any morning or evening
and take a car down town, or up
town, and mark how the two-thirds
of the passengers are men; young
men as well as old men. They crowd
on, they crush in, they cling to the
supporting straps, they hang on to
the steps, they freguently leave no
room, and invariably no seat for
the poor girl who is on her way to
a long day’s work in some store or
factory, or who is trying to get
home after a wearisome round of
eight or ten hours of labor. Not one
of these men would ever dream of
walking to his office, nor of taking
‘the slightest pedestrian exercise af-
ter a day at ‘the desk. Just think

of a man walking half a mile, or
may be a mile; in one day! It is
too horrid for contemplation. Why,

he would be unfit for any work, any
exertion for a week to come. Is not
the electric car there to take him
from the breakfast table to the
counting house? What a pity there
were not some invention whereby a
car could be procured to take him
from his bed to the breakfast table,
and back again to his bed after his
dinner. Now, what is likely to be
the ultimate result of all this rapid
electric travel through the city? 1
do not like to be considered a pro-
phet of ill-omen; but I am strongly
under the impression tlint men, in
coming generations, will find no use
for their feet or their legs. I fear
that for lack of exercise these limbs
will become useless, and will natu-
rally be stunted in growth and de-
velopment. If 8o, the fault lies with
the electric car system. Not alto-
gether so; but with the men who
cannot forego the temptation that
the spirit of laziness suggests, and
who are willing to sacrifice perma-
nent health to the questionable ease
that this system affo h

Tt is thus that I philosophize
about electric cars. I do not quite
practise what I preach; but becaus:
I am a victim of the system, it is
no reason why others should fall
into the same trouble. I am not
unlike the doctor, 'whose 1nedical
knowledge and professional experi-
ence teach him that alcohol is ruin-
ous to the human system, but who
makes undue use of the same deadly
liquid, while forbidding his paricnis
to  abuse it. I am not egotistical
enough to imagine that any of iy
theories. will affect thé existing
state of aflairs, or chanze the course’
of electric development. But 1 am
a free citizen in a free country, and
I feel that I have a right to exftess
my opinions, provided I do so with-
out injuring my neighhor. The
whole city may ride perpetuaily on
thé electric cars for aught ro,
and the legs of the next generation |
nay be curtailed to any degree im-
nable, as far as I am concevnsd ;.
but, I cannot hel writing down

' u_mi . The.

Sequently must conclude that

Jack of a still greater number:
such converts is due to the
on their part of a determina
matter how difficult the task, t
‘cept the inevitable result of
inquiry, . and ito correspond
with the graces that Heaven
bestows on those whose intentio
are sincere. ¥ o

We mentioned the name of Mr:
John M. M. Charleson, late minis-
ter of Thornliebank parish Church,
Scotland, whose conversion' to
Catholicity was recently announced.
This gentleman has published = his
reasons for joining the “€atholic
Church, and as they are of excep-
tional interest, we will reproduce
them, exactly as they are given in
the London ‘'‘Universe.”” It is thus
that organ tells the story of Mr.
Charleson’s reasons :—

‘“He says that some years ago be
began to make a critical study of
the Synoptic Gospels, in order, by
applying the strictest tests, to dis-
cover from these authentic records
what was the real teaching of
Christ. To do this effectively he re-
solved to enter upon the work as if
he had previously known nothing of
Christianity, and to view the say-
ings and actions of our Lord in |
their ascertainable historical set-|
ting, and in the plain and A direct
grammatical meaning of the words,
and especially tgo omit nothing, how-
ever tempted he might be to do so.
For (he proceeds) it was evident to
me that many commentators either
explained away disagreeable pass-
ages or perverted their meaning so
as to bring them into greater har-

not according to
testantism. In or-
1 Or act rashly® I
5 0ach the problem
other points of view, such as
liturgical, the  historical, the
matic, and especially the patris-
This last appeared to me to be
hé most important. ¥or evidently
early Fathers, who were in-
ed in the truths of the Gospel
the Apostles and their immedi-
Successors, would in their writ-
reveal how the glorious martyr
airch of the first cent rics belioy-
eﬂimd worshipped. I'eice I made
a carcful study—which los'ed for
| Beveral years—of the actual writings
of the early Fathers of the Church,
and for the time being heeded not
other men’s dissertations and ex-
planations regarding these ancient
writings. I read the writings them-
selves. I listened to the very voices
that still reach us through the
printed page, from the Church of
the first days up to the great Coun-
cil of Nicaea in 825 A.D.

‘After detailing the: passages which
gpecially influenced him, Mr. Charle-
son states that from believing these
he considered it to be his duty to
impress them on the minds of men
by all means in his power. Though
many of these ordinances and truths
were neglected, or denied, or looked
on with suspicion in the Church of
Scotland, he ‘‘considered it his duty
all the more to teach and practise
thém, so that the pure, and Secrip-
tural, and ancient faith, in all its
sgpirituality, and beauty and com-
fort might be restored to his peo-
ple, and through them the good
seed carried to others.’” In short,
after much study of the Fathers of
the early Church, he armrived at the

mony with their general system of
belief. This danger I was most
anxious to avoid; and I seem justi- I
fied in saying that I succeeded on
the whole in doing so. As the work
progressed, and especially when it
was finished, 1 was considerably am-
azed and disquicted. For in these
first three Gospels I found several

conviction that the simple and na-
tural meaning of the words address-
ed by our Lord to St. Peter—*‘Thou

art Peter, and on this rock I will
build My Chuwrch’’—was the right
meaning; that it was the Papacy,

nothing less nor more; and that his

{ PoBition as a minister of the Church

of Scotland was untenable.”’

American Federation

Under the title ‘“‘Not a Political
Party,”” the ‘‘Messenger of the
Sacred Heart,”” New York, in refer-
ring to the question of a Federa-
tion of Catholic societies, says :—

It is strange that despite the re-
peated protestations of the bishops
‘who have placed themselves in the
forefront of the movement, and de-
wpite the clear and explicit state-
ment of the abject of the organiza-
tion put forward at the Long
Branch Convention, the Federation
of Catholic societies is still ecriti-
cized by Catholic editors as an un-
warranted and dangerous attempt
ta create a Catholic party. If words
mean anything, nothing is further
from the intention of the founders
of the Federation, and the argument
which is used against it would hold
equally true in the case of any fra-
ternal organization, whether local
or national. ‘“The objects of this
Federation,”” to quote Article ITI of
the comstitution, recently  framed,
“‘are the cementing of the bonds of
fraternal union among the Catholic
Jaity and Catholic societies of the
United States; the {fostering of

of Catholic Societies.

eration of this kind must eventuaily
Connect itself with politics. It m st
and will throw the weight o? its
influence for or against ricusures
advocated by the present jlitical
parties, and to do this is to cuter
the field of the politician. The in-
ference is not true, else cvery exer-
cise of the franchise would te a po-
litical act in the odious sense of the
term. As we write, the New Yorl
State Conference of Charities =~ and
Corrections is in session. 1t 's com-
1 ¢8ed of members of all crecds and
of ull political parties, ani has more
hdn once placed itself on rccord «s
for or against some specinl act of
iegislation affecting the interests it
hgs been organized to safeguard and
advance. Did it thereby constitute
itself a distinct political party -
There is then an espousing of what
is right and just. a condemning of
what is wrong and unjust and dan-
gerous, which is not political ac-
tion, but the duty of every upright,
honest citizen, and if of the indivi-
dual, why not also of federated so-
cieties? ‘“Wherever there is an slter-
native of right or wrong,”” says I’a-
ther Tyrrell, ‘“of false or true, of
¥air or foul, there the interest of

Catholic interests and works of re-
ligion, piety, education, and char-
ity; the study of conditions in
social life, the dis-emination
truthrand the encouragement of the
spread of Catholic literature and
the circulation of the Catholic
bress.”” Here there is not a ciause
that indicates that the Federation
has any political aims in view, or
that it is to be, as it is unplausant-
ly pictured, a permanent Crievance
Board exhibiting the running sores
of Catholics to their fellow-citizens.
““Our object,”” says Bishop Mess-
mer, of Green Bay, “‘is mot politi-
cal. We positively repudiate the
charge. It is foreign to our inten-

to affiliate ourseclves to any of the
existing political organizations, and
no political ‘jobbing’ is to be al-
lowed in our Federation.”” Mecre
than this, the bishop goes on to de-
clare ‘‘that the work of the l'edera-
tion is not tb be ‘'sectarian’’ in a
narrow, bigoted sense, which would
exclude all co-operation witn ron-
Catholic organizations or individu-
als., But wherever our field 1s the
same as theirs, and wherever we can
join our efiorts with theirs on a
basis of a common Christian trinci-
ple of morality without the danger
of scandalizing the weaker ":eih-
ren, we shall gladly work hand in
hand for the good of our frilow-
men,”” But it is argued that a I'ed-

our !
of '

tion to become a political parily or |

the Church needs to be looked af-
ter. In the world of thought, whe-
ther we consider history or philo-
sophy or science, there is always a
false and a true, and the cause of
truth is the cause of Christ and His
Church. In the warld of action, if
we turn to art and literature, there
is the fair and the foul, the en-
nobling and the debasing, a potent
influence on the human spirit for
good or evil; and it is not hard to
sec on which side Christ’s interests

lije. 1f we turn to the domain of
practical utility, is there any cor-
ner wholly exempt from the juris-

diction of religion and morality,
whether we look to politics domes-
tic and foreign; or to the profession
and pursuits of the educated; or to
commerce and business; or to public
enterprises affecting the temporal
und. spiritual welfare of millions ?
Witn all these matters the cause of
the Church and Christianity is in-
timately bound up, and the Catho-
lic layman has a side to take and
a part to play. Nay, .it 'is prineci-
pally in these matters that Christi-
anity extends its influence and roots
itself in human sociely.”” To  take
this side and to play this part is
what tlie Federation of Catholic So-
‘cieties clearly proposcs to itself in
its  constitution, and jt is unfair
and unjust to brand the organiza-
tion as a mere bureau for securing
political rights.

" Recently the English pilgrims had
the honor of being received in pri-
wate audience by the .Holy Tathor.
The adjeotive ‘‘private,” so uften
used in connection with Papal re-

)‘ tete a tete '
ough thé" audi-

rone Room,
ore solemm oc-
formalities of

English Pilgrims in Rome.

step  to the throme, without any
help except the support of his cane.

A further and most welcome con-
tradiction to the alarmist rumors
current of late about the Pope's
health was aflorded when the Holy
Father, after graciously receiving
the written address presented to bim
in the name of the pilgriins by the
Right Rev. Dr. Whiteside, Bishop of
Liverpocl, improvised a brief but
mo8t impressive discourse, of which
the following is a translation: “Our
advanced age will not allow Us to
make a long discourse to you, so
that We must content Oursclves with
only a few homely words. It gives
Us very great pleasure to see you

jaround Us to-day, especially when

‘think of the noble sentiments of

o have shed their
e of Ahe rights of this
L have alluded to
,;q:trit' of loyalty and

the See of Peter  that

address which you have present- |
Us. You speak of your glori- {

to pay their homage to the Suaces-
sor of St. Peter, Wi same loyal
spirit 18 in your oWn breasts. This
is the fourth time, i Our memory
does not fail ‘that you have
come in pilgrimage to Rome during
Our Pontificate—first for Our Sacer-
dotal Jubilee, them for Our Episco-
pal Jubilce, and in this year you
have made two visits, as it were, to
inaugurate the new century. We
‘trust that the series of your pil-
grimages will not be interrupted,
and that you will continue to come
to Rome. For your vicits are a
sweet consolation to Us, amid the
many trials and tribulations of the
High Office to which God has called
Us. England is, and always has
teen, very dear to Our heart. We re-
member the great interest We took
- your country when, sixty years
ago, during Our Nunciature at Brus-
sels, We met ihe celebrated: Fatier
Ignatius Spencer, who was seeking
on all sides for prayers for the cun-

=

version of England. We remember
that other hol missinnary, ather
Dominic, the Passionist, and how |
he toiled and suffered for the o=
version of your country, and at
leugth died in the odor of sane tity.
Pcore parting with vou t -1y, We
would give yvou this cours:l us a
souvenir to take away with  you,
something that you can 1roasure up,
that will prove useful 10 you and
to your fellow-country wur. ITave a
creat love for the studv of vour re-
hgion; make yourselv.s \\b\il ac-
quainted with the trutus of Iaith,
that you may lte able .y 2iva an ac-
count of them to thoss wwho are out

side the Fold. For We feel convine-
ed that if the English pcople
knew what the Church teaches
judices would in a grout ire
cisappear, and an importan: ep
would hgve been taken towards the
attainment of that reunion

only
Pre-

Whith

we all desire. We have wousled for
England in the past, anl will work
for it and give to it e solicitude
of Our Pastoral carc until Gur lat-
est breath.”’ .

His Holiness ended by bestowing

the Apostclic Benediction on  all
the pilgrinis and their familics. The
Holy Father’'s speoch was pronounc-

ed in a firm, clear voice which could
be heard throughout the vast ball,
Mgr. Stonor, who stood by *he Holy
Father's side, translating each sen-
tence into English. Mgr. Stonor
then presented the pilgrims indivi
dually to His Holire s, who address
ed a few benevolent words to each

as they bent to kiss his hand. After
again blessing the pilgrims most
cordially, the Holy Father with-
drew ho his private apartments
shortly after 12.80, tnundcring
cheers doing duty for the silver
trumpets which on other occasions

are sounded. On the following day
the pilgrims left Rome by the Flor-

ence line, after having spent a week
in the Eternal City which may be
described as most profitable both

from a spiritual and an intellectual
point of view, thanks to the excel-
lent arrangements made by the hon
secretary, Mr. V. Dunford. A propos,

the “‘Osservatcre Romanb’’ has
such a high opinion of the latter
gentleman’s spiritual activity that

in its report of the Papal audience
it mentions him as ‘‘Monsignor’’
Dunford.—Correspondence  Catholic
Times, Liverpool.

MARVELLOUS ACOOMPIISH-

MENT.
As in Costumes, so in Furs this
hiis been a year of marvellous ac-
complishment. As in Costumes, Sso

in Furs, the choicest productions
and the most elaborate noveltics
have been

gathered by, and are
now shown at Chas. Desjarding &
Co., the largest retall furrieis in

the world,

THOSE IDLE ‘* MONKS AND
NUNS.”

Suzanne Cutting had an article in

a recent issue of the Boston Jven-
ing Transciipt’’ cn the women wage-
earners of Boston and the homes es-
pecially planned for them which may
be found the city.
she menticns the Home of the Gray
Nuns and says :—

in Among these

““The name suggests a convent ra-

ther than a home for wage-earmig
women, yet it is a home in every
sense of the word, although conduci-
ed on broad plans and of large di-

mensions. The pressing nceed of a
toan Catholic home was felt in
tie year 1888, and a small house on
Dover street was occupied by threc
Sisters of Charity who had already
been doing work of a similar nature
in Lynn and Salem. In 1898 the
present house on Union Park street
was formally opened as ‘The Home
of the Gray Nuns.” The {irder or-
iginated with Madame 1)’Youville of
Montrenl in 1747. DBesides tte su-
perioress there ore eight Sisters
who have charge of the Doston
Home. In many ways it is unique.
Although of Catholic origin and
faith, it opens wide its door to ‘all
women of every denomination. Om
évery floor is a tiny furnished kit~
chen and laundry, for, said the Sis-
ter, ‘we are striving in a practical
way to help those who are strug-
gling to make both ends meet.” '

People who do not know anything
about the Catholic Church and its
activities are prone to' think  that
~absolutely no-

d ~'ﬂ£}l‘l&"x

FURS AT RIGHT PRICES.

——

The certainty of eorrectness im
fashion, a choosing from the richest
furs in America, the assurance of
careful workmanship, the surety of
right price and credit given to all
reliable buyers, these are a few of
the advantages offered at Chas. Les~
jardins & Co., the largest netail
fur store in the world.

.
Humility is the altar upon which
God wishes that we should offer
him our sacrifices.

OHN MUBPHY

& CO.

THE COMING
OF CHRISTMAS.

The coming of Christmas is in the
air! It is subtle felt in many mys-
terious and indefinable ways. 1t is
drawing the children like ““The Picd
Piper."”” In our store it is palpably

in evidence, and is becoming more
and more so every day. Holiday
Novelties and Holiday Needs begin
to wbsorb the attention of every
department. W
Novelties by the tens of thou-
sands!
Noveltics from the East!
Novelties from the West!
Novelties to please every tasted

Novelties to suit every purea!

*

For Advance Buyers,

XMAS GRESS GOODS

About 1,000 Remnants of Dress
Goods, costume lengths, at prices L
varying from $2.50 to $6.00.

100 Paris Dress Patterns to clear
at half price.

300 Remnants of Dress Goouds.
lengths, 1§ yards to 4 rds, suit-
able for Children’s Dresses, Ladics §
Skirts, etc., all at half price. N

JOHN MURPHY & CO. ;

2348 St, Gatherine Kirert, cormer of
Metealfe Ntveetl.

W .Telephene, Up 2740

Terms C

Mentreal City and Distriet
Savimgs Bank.

Notice is hereby given that a Divi-
dend of Eight Dollwys and a Bonus
of Two Dollars per share on the
Capital Stock of this Institution
has been declared, and the same wilg
be payable at its Banking House in v
this city on and after THURSDAY, 3
THE 2nd DAY OF JANUARY
NEXT.
The transfer books wlll be closed
from the 15th to the 81st Lecember
next, both days inclusive.
By order of the ‘Board.

A. P. LESPERANCE

Manager.

Montreal, 30th Nov., 1901,

COTOSADLIER'S

o FOR.

y
A

Handromely bound Prayer Books.
Neatly monnted Prayer Beads,
Crucifixes in Metal, Pearl, lvory, ete,
Roligious Pictures, small and large,
Medals in Gold and Silver.

STATUARY IN METAL,
FOR THE POCKET:
BLESSED VIRG

..... e, 10¢c, 10¢ ench

Larger Size, 35 cents. "
D. & J. SADLIER & CO.,

NOTRE DAME STREET,

FRANK J. GURRAN,

BA,R.OC L.

e DV OCH T .

Savings Bank Chambers, 180 St. James

Street, Montreal.
JL,

Accountant and Liquidator

180 PT. J AMESSTREET.
; .«Montreal..

¥ifteen years experience in conness

tion with the liguidation of Private
and Insolvent Estates. t




