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pecially in plums, grapes, and apples, but peaches are getti
Apples, 75c. per barrel; pears (Bartletts), 'ﬁgc gg
basket ; grapes, 2c. per Ib.; peaches, 75c per basket.

Hides and Skins.—Market for hides is firmer, and pri
have advanced slightly. No. 1 green, 6c. to 7(3.;&A\"10_ p2nc7%3
Calf skins, 70c. to 85c. each. Sheep skins and pelts are now
quoted at 35¢. Leather advanced 5c. to day.

Hay.—About seven loads per day, sold at $13 to $15 per ton,

Straw.—Seven loads of straw, $8 to $10.

Toronto, Sept. 25th.

The local cattle market is in a bad way and will not im-
prove until shipments from the country fall off. Receipts have
continued heavi from week to week, the offerings on each
succeeding market being over 600 cattle, which is a great
many more than the local consumption will bear. The only
relief that could be iven—the export trade—is rendered use-
]ess by the quality o the greater part of the cattle; butchers
who make it a po nt to buy the best, having hard work to fill
their wants. Drovers and butchers, without hesitation, state
that never in their experience have they bought or sold meats
at such low figures a3 areat present obtaining,oue heavy buyer
st.stln%thst. never during a course of over thirty years in the
trade had he bought meat at such an excessively low figure.
There is, however, no doubt that if good cattle were forthcom-
ing as high as 4c. and perhaps a shade over would be paid for
them. One load of ver{ nice cattle which passed through here
this week, avere.%}ng close to 1,500 1bs., cost a fraction over 4c.
above Toronto. These are the cattle that are wanted. prob-
ably not quite so heavy, but well finished ; and it would be in-
deed a bad market on which they would lose money. Quality,
pot quantity, is what is wanted. This cannot be pressed home
too strongly.

Nothing on Monday’s market realized over 3ic, and very
few even touched that figure, the larger number of sales put
through being from 2c. to 2ic. per lb.

Sheep and Lambs. —The run of sheep was somewhat
lighter than on the past few markets, but owing to the con-
tinued poor reports from abroad they also sold down to about
2}c. ld;er 1b., very few mpkmg the 3c. per 1b. Lambs sold well
on Monday. owing to light run, but very poorly on the last
week’s markets ; $3 to $3.25 per hundred pounds is about what
they are making now.

Calves.—The 100 calves offered sold well and at a little
better figure than of late, due, no doubt, to the cold weather
experienced since the end of last week, which has caused quite
an appreciable drop off in the demand for smoked meats, and
a greater demand for small meats. Fair calves sold from $4 to
$6 each.

Live Hogs.—Little change has taken place in the hog mar-
ket, certainlg nothing to base any change in previous quota-
tions ; light bacons, $4 to $4.15 per cwt. ; heavy fat and mixed,
$3.60 to $3.90 per cwt.

Space.—The space market has been strong and of an up-
ward tendency, freights being now held strongly at 45 to 50
shillings. Even at these figures steamship people have been
compelled to curtail their contracts 1o as low a number as -
sible ; steamers which formerly took from 700 to 900 heagogf
cattle, besides sheep, not taking more than half that number
now, and still each outgoing steamer is crowded to her full
capacity with freight, the bulk of which is, of course, apples.
Rates on horses have also been advanced 10 shillings, to £4 to
London and Liverpool, and £1 to £5 to Glasgow.

Hides and Skins.—The unexpected often happensand sach
has been the case in the beef hide market. After the recent
decline of } to 5c. a lull took place, and then tanners, excited
by reported heavy sales in Chicago, came out of their shells,
thinking they were going to be frozen out; the conscquence—
hides were jumped one cent at once, where they are strongly
held at present. Green salted hides, heavy and light—No. 1,
6¢c.; No. 2, 5¢.; No. 3, 4c. per lb.

Shipments of Live Stock :—

Cattle. Sheep. Horses.
Total for week ........ . 2,993 5,214 419
Last weekK «...........-.- 3.142 3,581 376
Total shipments to date, 69,859 46,670 7,637

The Horse Trade.—Shipments for the week were heavy,
and show quite an increase over last week. The increased
rates on ocean freight do not seem to have made any differ-
ence whatever, and it is evident that horsemen have either
received good prospects or expect & sharp advance in the near
future. Really choice horses are very scarce and hard to get
at any money, and any that are brought in are quickly picked
up for export. Good drivers have sold up to $150 each, and a
carload of nice heavy blocks, running in weight from 1,400 1bs.
to 1,800 1bs., changed hands at $90 each.

Buffalo Markets.

Cattle.—Market steady to strong at quotations given :—
Prime to fancy steers, $1.75 to $5; good to choice, $4.35 to $4.50;
ood, ripe, 1,100 to 1,250 lb. steers, $1.25 to $4 40; common to
air, $3 to $3.40. Feeders, fair flesh, good quality, $3.60 to
$3.75. " Stockers, good quality, $3.25 to $3.40. Prime heavy fat
cows, $3.25 to $3.50. Bulls, prime to fancy, $3.40 to $3.50;
common and light bulls, $2 to $2.25. Milkers aud springers,
fancy, $15 to $50; common, $15 t0 $17. Veal calves, extra
fancy. $6.75; common to fair, $1.50 to $5.25.

Sheep and Lamb3.—Offerings of native lambs have been
rather light at this point, but in connection with Canadian
lambs, wﬁich have been coming rather freely. the _n}arkgt, re-
mains in a rather dull condition. Sheep are 25c. to 35c. higher
this week than last. Choice to prime la_mbs, fat and good
quality, 75 1bs. and up, $4.85 to $5.10; fair to good butcher
grades, 60 to 70 lbe., $125 to $1.75; culls, common to fair
grades, $3 25 to $3.85. Choice fat sheep, for export, 110 1bs. and
up, wethers, $3.75 to $3 99; choice fat sheep, for export, 110 1bs.
and up, mixed, $3.50 to $3.65; good to choice butcher weights,
fat, 80 to 100 lbs., $3.40 to $3.65; fair to good killing sheep,
$3 to $3 25; culls, common to fair, $1.25 to $2.

Hogs.—The market generally is in a much better shapc
than it has been any time this summer. It is not likely that

rices will be very much higher than they are now, but the
emand is better. Choice to prime heavyvshlppmg gradﬁs,
fs.w to $3.45;: mixed loads, mediums and Yorkers, 190_to 230
bs. average, $3 50 to $3.60 ; Yorkers (corn-fed), 140 to 170 lbs.
average, $3.65 to $3.70: pigs, good to choice, 100 to 120 1bs.
average, $3.20 to $3.40; roughs, 2.90 to $3.10; stags, $2.25 to
$2.50. Common half fat hogs 10c. to 15c. under these quotations.
EIRICK DROS.

The British Markets.

Cables this week had a firmer tendency, but sales do not
seem to have come out any better, but it is thought _\\‘l[‘h the
lighter run of cattle from this side a further marked imp-ove-
ment may be looked for. Choice Canadian steers and maiden
heifers are quoted 10c. to 10ic. per 1b (sinking the otfal); sheep,

10c., in London ; Liverpool, cattle, 10c.; sheep, 9¢. per1b. Best
Statles cattle are quoted up to 11ic. per 1b.

Canadian Horses in London, Eng.

 Atalate sale of Canadian horses in 0ld London the bid
ding was brisk. The various lots realizcd <ati-factory e
Six'y heavy draft animals were brought under the hammel
Special attention was given by purchas=ers 104 lot of cighteen
horses, the property of Messrs. Hay X Kidd, of Listowel.
Those averaged about 36 gs. each. Another lot of eighteen,

belonging to Mr. Weise, of Montreal, made an average of £22.

Chatty Stock Letter from Chicago.

(BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

_Following are the current and comparative prices for the
various grades of live stock : —

Top prices

Present two weeks
— CATTLE. Prices. ago. 1894, 1893.
|| $380to500 $520 $565 6 40
1350@1500................. 3350500 500 5250 Pels
1200/ @ 1350, : <o wivs siss v s s 315t04 8 5 00 535 6 30
N COCA G BeaC 300to4 70 475 5 00 6 00
... 290tod 50 165 49 5 50
225t03 90 370 455 38
28to3 75 425 380 425
100to2 00 210 2 50 2 50
1 50 to 3 50 3 40 4 50 475
2 00 to 6 05 6 00 700 57
225t03 25 3 00 37 3 20
& 150to2 70 225 2 65 2 65
W'esternst;eers ....... .... 260tod 25 385 475 48
Western cows& bulls ... 170t03 35 3 40 415 37

Hoes.

Mixed . .ocosissessin ssine 275t03 40 3 40 4 60 6 25
Heavy.....cooover vennnn. 245t03 30 330 455 6 5
Bdght. oo voossssonomn ssws « 280to3 40 346 465 6 10
....................... 150to3 35 330 440 5 65
1 50 to 3 00 300 375 3 9
140to2 90 2 85 3 50 3 50
250to4 75 425 500 4 30

Cattle are selling at comparatively high prices, because
good to choice grades are scarce. Some 1,483 1b. Hereford and
Shorthorn steers sold at $4.50, and some 1,781 1b. Angus steers
sold at $5.00. Exporters and shippers have been using a good
many Western range cattle, costing around $3.50. The West.
ern range cattle are about 75,000 short of last year so far, and
are fully 50c. per 100 1bs. lower. Native export cattle, 1,400 1bs.
t0 1,500 lbs., sold largely at $4.50 to $4.75 lately. Very few
native cows are coming, farmers preferring to keep them to
eat the large amount of feed on hand. There is a big demand
for thin and young stock to put on feed, and farmers are hav.
ing difficulty to get money enough to buy what they want in
that line. Stock heifers sold at $2.25 to $2.80 ; assorted feeding
steers, $3.25 to $360; inferior to fair mixed, $2.40 to $2.75;
choice to extra selected feeders, $3.75 to $3.90.

The supplies of sheep coming now are liberal and consist
almost wholly of Western rangers. Utah, Idaho, Washington,
Wyoming, and Montana have been monopolizing the sheep
markets for some time. Prices for the various grades of sheep
and lambs range as follows: Selected killing and export West.
ern sheep, $2.70 to $2.90; fair killers, $2.50 to $2.60; feeding
sheep, $2.40 to $2.60; feeding ewes, $2.25 to $2.40; tail-ends,
$1.50 to $2.00; Western feeding lambs, $3.00 to $3.50; fat West-
ern lambe, $3.75 to $4.25; fancy native lambs, $1.50, snd good
native lambs, $4.00.

Hogs continue to sell at a narrow range of prices, mostly
$2.90 to $3.15. The quality of the hogs coming is not nearly so
good as it was during the summer. The average weight is
very heavy, with a large share of heavy brood sows. Farmers
in the West will surely *have corn to burn ” this winter, but
at present they are throwing it to the hogs in a very free way,
Reports a8 to the number of stock hogs for fattening show a
decrease of seven per cent. from those of last year. nfn the five
largest hog-producing States the ercentages are as follows :
lowa, 93; Missouri, 89; Texas, 93; Ohio, 92, and Illinois, 89.

Six States show increases in numbers over those of last year,
the most important of which is South Carolina, which, ow-
ever, shows an increase of but five per cent. Large gains are
indicated in Wyoming, Nevada, and Oklahoma, none of which

however, are important in regard to hog production. Notwith-
standing the numerous losses from disease and scarcity of feed
in come sections of the country, the average condition as to
weight and size is 0.6 point higher than that of last year.

Oné of the big Chicago packers, speaking of the provision
gituation, says : ** They have a good stock of hogs on the other
side. Our low prices will increase the trade. Exports are
large already, as any one can see from the figures, but it will
take some time to get the full benefit of our low prices. Trade
is good with the South, but the cotton picking will be early.
They are short of corn down there and so they will kill Lhe{
hogs early, yet the trade with the South will be a good deal
larger, however, than last year. I expect lard to do better
relatively than either pork or ribs. Iam rather friendly to it,
and yet I would hardly declare m self bullish on it at that.
Butter exports are very large. hat means an increased
demand for lard. At the ver low level there will not be so
much vegetable oil made. y view is that provisions are low
enough, but that any important bull market must be preceded
by a better demand from the other side for meats.”

Present and comparative hide prices at Chicago are as follows é
PACKER HIDES.

1896. 1895.
Native steers, Spready......a.oooovoeoees @ 8 12} @ 13
Native steers, heavy... e 7% @ 8 @12
Native steers, light. ... M@ 7} « 11
Texas steers, heavy.. e B R T @ 7} @ 10}
Texas steers, Hght... ... 6} @ 7 @ 9}
Texas steers, extra light................... 6} @ 7 « 9
Butt-branded steers.................ooooooes 6} «@ 7 9@ 9}
Colorado steers...... ...... . @ 6 @ 8%
Native cows, over 55 pounds. L Tha@ 7 104 « 10}
Native cows, under 55 pounds. .7k @ T @ 10

)

i

e 3

Branded COWS... .....ooveoeeinns .6 @ ha‘ @ 8

Native bulls.. . . 6} @ G} i

Branded bulls 5} @ (0
No. 2 hides are usually sold one cent per pound less.

COUNTRY HIDES,

1896. 1895,
No0.1 heavy steers............coooevevenns 64 @ 6} w 10
2 heavy Steers.............co.o +-ooe- 5@ 51 w 9
Side-branded steers, flat . ........ e @ 5} ' 8
Side-branded cows, flat ................ .. «@ 3} « 8
No0. 1 harness COWs. . ..o ovoroeneeeennns (@ e
i 1 HEAVY COWB.. ooorrerr s 6} « w 9
» 1buffhides..... .cooovviieiniee conne 64 @ w 8
" lextra light hides............ ...... T @« w9
2buffhides. .. ........coooveeoins 6 w 8}
NOx LBUlIE. . . ss s swe aome e s onme s ne b 5w 5} w T
1calfskins...... .....oooone s Tl 8 « 114
L KID:, 5 o s wneiom won s v mie = inie 579 4w «@ 9}
I)eacon skins, each ........... .35 w40 524 «r 55
Slunks, each..... 63 A 20 w 25 w“ 30

Horsehides, each.................. 2,40 e 2.60  3.50 «« 3.60

Hogskins, €ach.. . .....oaeennnnnniens 10 « 15
Cattle switches, buyers'count........... w24 w 24
Hor-e ~witches, buyers’ count...... 18 e 20 17 « 18

Poultry, old or young, will not thrive if kept in
close, crowded quarters, especially at night. The
huddling together at night of great numbers,with
defective ventilation, or possibly in a draught of
the damp night air of autumn, is a fruitful source
of the roup and diarrhao-a.
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THE ROYAL GATIE OF GOLF.

BY ROBERT BARR.

Golf is a game that has been played for many centuries
by kings and other_ordinary people in Scotland. It became
epidemic in England largely through the efforts of Mr. Arthur
Balfour, who is a slim young man and deservedly ggnlar.
There are three pronunciations of the mname : the ttish
kings called it ‘‘gowf,” soundinq the word as if it was the bark
of adog. KEnglish people call it * goff” ; I, on the other hand.
pronounce it ** golf,” because there are too many silent letters
in the English alphabet as it is, and I say that if a word has an
Lin it, give it L, and pronounce it so.

1 have played but one game of golf in my life, and I doubt
if ever I shall take part in another. The reason of this is not at
all what you would suppose. I really like the game ver{\much
indeed, and if I had not been so extremely successful the first
time that I played it I would now be so much addicted to golf
that nothing but the gold cure would break me of the ha

I was invited to try my hand at golf by a great novelist,
hereinafter throughout this document referred to as the
G.N. Ishall call myself N. G., for I certainly expeocted to
be no good at a o that, like the heathen Chinee, I did
not understand, and of which I had never had an{lprovious
experience. It is remarkable that no great writer heretofore
describing the game of golf has mentioned its great likeness to
billiards. Each of the ﬂunes is played on & n field, and the
size of the English billiard table is only slig tly less than that
of a good golfing ground. In each case the combatants play
with white balls ; and when there is snow on the ground (the
inveterate golfer becomes such an inebriate in the game that
he would play in snow up to his knees) red balls are used. In
each case one plays with sticks, though the projection of the
ball is somewhat rently attained in golf than in billiards,
giving a side swoop rather than an end push. In each game
the trick seems to consist of dropping & Lll in & et. I
::fndor that no one has noticed this similarity in the games

ore.

When the G. N. and I came to the golf ground we found a
clubhouse at the entrance to the fleld ; this, I afterwards dis-
covered. was a very useful institution, because a person gets
thirsty as the stme proceeds. Two *‘caddies " were here
secured. A caddy is a small boy who carries a wide bag look-
ing like a telescope cover, in which are inserted, handles down,
the numerous cues which a golf player affects. I think these
many sticks are carried round me! for show. I found that
I could play the whole game with one stick, and I don't see the
necessity for the numerousother implements of strange shapes
which the unfortunate caddy is compelled to lug about with
him. I asked the G. N. what the origin of the name caddy was;
whether it came from the fact that cads play S’" and that
caddy was thediminutive of this well-known word. 'The G. N.
answered, with some asperity, that cads sometimes visited the
golf grounds, but were not eligible to membership. 1have
often wondered since what he meant by that remark. When
we arrived at a spot, which I think he called the * utﬁl:ﬂ

round ” (I cannot guarantee the terms I use in speakin,
this game). the caddy took a fistful of soft esrt? from out of a box
and built a little pyramid on the ground, as if he were trying
to make a mud pie. On the apex of this pyramid he placed a
small, white, hard rubber ball, very dexterously.

«“ Now.”said the G.N. to me, ‘* you must remember that
there are twenty things to think of at once as you stand to
make ‘X,onr first drive.

“Well,” I said, *‘ Tam coln&bo let nineteen of them go. and
think of only one thing, and that is how I can get the best
eternal swop on this Ml

« That will never do,” said the G. N., as I took up my
position and swung my club backward and forward. “If you
staud like that you will miss the ball altogether, and the
driver will ﬁ{ out of your hands and probably kill somebod,
in the adjoining county. You must set your feet apart an
stand like this.”

1 did as he ordered me, but saw at once that I couldn't hit
the ball in that tion.

“Now,” I sald, genially but firmly ‘I intend to play the
game in my own way. Rules are all rlg‘nt enough if a person
wishes to become a golf sharp, but I don’t. I'm not going to
pla{ an exhibition game, but merely a plain, everyday sort of
golf, that I flatter myself will amaze the onlgokers,”

« Very well,” said the G. N.; *‘ you may do-as you please,
but I warn you, you won't touch the ball in that ition.”

As he said this I drew back and hit the white ball on the
top of the mound of earth a ollﬂ which it will not forget for
many a day. It sailed through the air with the easy e 0
a skylark, flew to a tremendous dirtance and drop within
twent,irl foet of the flag which was fluttering further down the
grounds.

«Well, I be blowed,” said the G. N. “ For a lucky fluke I
never saw that beaten.”

“Fluke !’ Icried. * There’s no fluke about it. Did you
expect mie to drop it in the hole ; if you did, why didn’t you
say so? Ididn't know it was one of the rules of the game to
drop it in the hole the first whack ; I thought you worked
that way gradually.”

The G. N. looked at me in amazement for a moment or t:e((,i
then took up his position before his own ball, which was pla
on what I understand is technicall& called a ‘‘tee,” the little
mound of earth I spoke of. The G.N. knows all about the
game, and took up his position as was recommended l:ly all
authorities on the subject. He waved his driver back and for-
ward in the air for a few seconds, then with a hissing sound
between his teeth he furiouely smote the ground about six
inches from where his ball stood, throwing up a spucter of
brown earth, and to do him justice, I must admit_that he
dislodged the ball from the tee, for it rolled several inches
away. The G. N. muttered something which I shall not re-

C:llll. and (:rdered the boy to erect another tee and place the
upon it.

“That counts one for me, doesn't it?” I asked, for, al-
though I knew but little of the game, it seemed to me that
such a fatal stroke ought to be in m{ favor.

“It certainly does,” admitted the G. N. His next stroke
was more carefully done, but the ball travelled only half as
tar as mine had done, and it dropped into some long grass,
where we searched for a while before we found it. The G. N.
selected another kind of a stick, differing in shape from the one
he had been using (it had an iron arrangement at the end of it
set at an angle),and was evidently preparing to hit the defence-
less ball again.

““Hold on,” said I, *‘isn’t it my turn now! You've had two
trials at the ball.’

“It's all right.” he answered. * It all counts in your favor.
You see, the man who is left behind hits the ball till he's up
with his opponent.”

He made one or two ineffectual swishes through the long
grass at the ball, which was partially concealed, but he did not
succeed in getting it out.

“Here," Isaid, ‘‘don’t bother mowing down that long grass.
Pick up your ball and lct’s go on with the game. Come over
to the smooth turf where you can get a fair show at it.’

He looked at me in astonishment.
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