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to a place in Canaan, by faith simply depending
on God for it ; therefore he could not choose any
place for himself. Lot chose one and dropped out
of the place of faith ; therefore he could not serve
others. If he attempted to do ~o, it would be but
to lead them in the same downward road with
himself. The works of faith did not belong to the
place which he had chosen. Abram abides in the
place of faith and is secure from the troubles in
which Lot is involved, which is ever true even
now. t may be said that a faithful Christian does
not escape from the effects of tumults in the world.
True, he does not escape as to Zemporal things ;
but if he be by faith in heaven in Christ, he does
in the spirit of his mind escape from the effects of
tnmults down here. Like Abram | am to have
faith and patience. To abide in heaven in Christ
is my place. My faith is exercised here, and the
suffering here may be prolongsd and continued ;
but I abide there, and while abiding I engage mye
self with everything connected with God, and with
reference to the p'~ce He has set me in. In that
region where He has set me, and where He alone
can keep me, and where I am simply dependent on
Him, it is His interests alone which engage me,
and thus it is that I ministered to the saints and
do minister. I do the things which accompany
salvation, I am engaged with works connected
with the place of faith. Thus did Abram. He
gathers together all his resources, and, at his own
risk, by night uses and exerts them to deliver his




