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TERMS : $1.00 Per Annum, in Advance.

McGILL COLLEGE, MONTREAL, MARCH 1st, 1888.
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(ﬂ-' aztt_t() : little or no GP]Y()Tllll\ily of indulging lfis tastes ; to him the esmblishme'n!
D %# | of a public library would be a boon indeed, as also to those whose daily

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE. : duties lead them to frequent use of the literature relating to their respective

Puof. Cuas. E. Movse, B.A., Consulting Editor, ’ ﬂvocgtin)ns. A large and wealthy city like Montreal ought soon to boast

JsR. MURrRAY. '83, Arts. R. F. RutTan, B.A., 84, Med. ‘ f)l' a.hlx.rary better cquipped in fxll departments than those of the numerous
J. E. MARTIN, '83, Law. R. F. Smitn, '83, Ap. Sc. Institutions only now feeling their way towards stability. Our own University
W. 11 TURNER, ‘84, Arts. A. R. Davis, '8, Ap. Sc. !ibmry although not very large—it contains about 20,000 volumes —
C; A. Ducros, B.A., '8, Law. H. J. HarRissox, ‘83, Med is used as we(ll by our Graduat‘es and Undergraduates as by a portion of the
| geaeral public. The systematic pl of our card-catalogue 1nakes

THE UNIVERSITY GAZETTE is published on the first of every month during

referenc. an easy work, and it is one of the best signs of the internal vigour
the College Session.

of McGill that its book-room ¢ utains a fair share of readers at all hours
Rejected Communications will not be returned, to which rule no exception | of the day. We hope and expect that our store of literature will grow with
can be made. The name o‘t Hic iter must always accompany a communication. the increasing power of the University of which it forms 50 essential * part,
4 g 1 = but this does not prevent us from discerning the incalculable benefit t be
CONTENTS. derived by Montreal from the existence of a public library in its midst.

| From the nature of things the University library is open to a comparatively
small class, although we must own that those who enjoy its advantage make
3 | excellent use of the ma'~rial to which they have access. Moreover the books
| on our shelves are, many of them, of such a technical character as to dis-
- | qualify ordinary readers from appreciating their real value, A public library
§ | ought to have an honourable career in Montreal. Were Canada a reading
$ | country, or Montreal a reading city, the success of the scheme long mooted
9 ‘ and at last on the point of realization, would be emphatically assured from
= — | the commencement. Be that as it may, there is room in Montreal for a
? o | public library to exert its influence unchecked ; indirectly, it will forward

Editovials, : i :

" the cause of education and the institutions connected therewith, whether
elementary or advanced. What is required for the community is a build-
PROCEEDINGS are afoot by which a public library is to be established in ing centrally situated, which shall contain all the standard words on literary
Montreal. The wish to increase means of innocent pleasure and instruc- | and scientific subjects. The fucilities for reference should be as generous
tion is laudable in the highest degree, and now that the leading cities of | as might be consistent with the iegitimate needs of the public, and in the
the Old World and of this Continent are busying themselves in looking after | selection of new books from time to time a thoroughly liberal spirit should
the wants of the working classes—their bone and sinew—Montreal should | be exercised. There is nothing more gratifying than to see artisans spend-
show itself alive to its true interests. We do not know how much sympathy | ing their evenings amid the quiet of books instead of frequenting places
will be enlisted in favor of the scheme, but even in a country so young as | militating against temporal and spiritual The large towns of Eng-
this, and one in which the race for wealth seems to absorb every effort, it is | land afford such spectacles at the clos: lay of labour, and in some
high time that a modicum of life be devoted to the quieter and more endur- | instances the public libraries in provi ts of that country have
ing influences that are to be gained only by contact with the best thought 1‘ accumulated such a welth of book-literature s to be the literary workshops
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of the age. Canada does not lack national idols of a showy and transitory | ofall classes. “It is better to advance the knowledge of the world one inch
kind, and she spends time, energy, and a great deal of money in their wor- | than to win the long jump with two-and-twenty feet,” a recent novelist
ship, but her monuments which shall be more lasting than brass or marble | writes. Both are necessary, both the inch and two-and-twenty feet, but
have yet to be raised. The people who are conscious of the value of read- | the neglect of either, especially the inch, is not to the credit of an enlight-
ing, even if they do not regard life as a grand merry-making, have a claim | ened country. We must exercise our bodily powers with assiduity if we de-
on the public ear and purse and can adduce very substantial reasons for in- | sire to win admiration with arms or legs, whether in the arena of physical
dulgence in what is sometimes called eccentricity, Many a man alive to the | contest or artistic design, but the brain lives on all the while quietly and
vital worth of a good book as a source of pegate yet abiding pl , has | unobtrusively, lends itself with the greatest cas® to the mode of life its pos-
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