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Civie Legislation
FRONTAGE TAX FOR Committee is com-
LOCAL mnovm sidering a prepoesition,

that im future all per-
manent street works shall he paid for, ome third by
the city and two thirds by the preprietors of resl
estate on the streets improved. The suggestion {is
that the tax on the proprieters be levied im the form
of an annual assessment of so much per foot fromt-
This is practieally the system which has beem
in vogwe in Chicago and most of the other big Ameri-
can cities as well as in Toronto and other Canadian
cities, for many years, and seems to work well. The
incidence of taxation is certainly fairer than a sys-
tem which makes the proprietors in ome section of
the city pay for the improvements in another sec-
tion. At this particular juncture in Montreal's civie
affairs, however, the proposition requires careful
c simply b so many improvements
have already been made in certain sections ol the city,
at the expemse of other sectioms. It would hardly be
fair to adopt a system of local taxation for local im-
provements until matters have been evemed up &
little.
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A DEPUTATION of Mont-
LABOUR LEGISLATION. real labour men isin

Quebec to interview Sir
Lomer Gouin regarding the Workmen's Compensa-
tion Act and the q t of legislati to secure
uniformity in the recognition of the seventh day rest.
In commection with the latter they will be supported
by the Luvd's Day Alliance. While it is impossible
for the working classes to be too jealous of their
rights in connection with the day of rest, esperi-
ence shows that it is quite possible to take too mar-
row a view regarding the subject and this is especial-
ly true in any attempt to secure uniformity of obliga-
tion in & very mized commaunity. The great desidera-
tum for the werking class as & whole is the ensuring
of the absolute right of every man, Woman and child
to ome day's rest in every sevem. That is the great
charter of the liberties of the soms of teil. The mar-
row view which imsists upon unifermity in pinetice,
for Jew amd Geatile, is altogether foreign to the
wpirit of the civie law, and it is the spirit rather
than the letter of the law which emsures the great-
est rest and recreation to the greatest sumber. The
h-m-orho!mmuy nnhn‘ndlln-ull
nmmdn‘hhﬁmm whe sometimes has
te work on Sundays to save others from werking,
should get his ome day of rest in every seven all the
same. Probably the greatest sufferers in this connec~
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tion are the railway and especially street rallway em-
ployess. Te compel or evem teo allow them to work
yoar in and year out seven days a week is both un-
christian and inhaman.
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Hll Excellency, the
FORESTRY CONVENTION. Govermor Gemeral

opened the Dominien
Forestry Convention at Queb on Wednesd Earl
Grey has always shown a strong and most commend-
able interest im the subject of forest comservation.
The work of the Convention is chiefly educational,
but it has the support of some of the most inflnen-
tial men in the Dominion, and must soon lead to
energetio action by parliament and the provinelal
legislatures. An old proverb says that “You mever miss
the water 'till the well runs dry.” This seems to be
particularly applicable to the public attitude on the
forestry question. In the United States the well has
run pretty nearly dry and the agitation of the Ameri-
can people, especially the mewspaper men, is great.
They seem to attach more importance to the forests
of Canada than do the Canadians who own them.
Truth to tell, however, they are mot so anxious to
comserve them as to exploit them for their own bene-
fit and for the conservation of the few trees they
have left in the United States. This kind of thing
should awakem our people to a realization of the
enmormous value of Canada's greatest asset. The lum-
ber crop is not like the wheat crop; you cannot renew
it every year. When it is gome it will be a long time
gome, and with 1t will go many other sources of Cana-
dian wealth. The destruction of the forest not omly
means the destruction of the lumber imdustry, it
means the injury of agriculture and the ruin of
water power.
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E Oity Council of

Montreal has auth-
orised three mew loans,
ome of $5,000000 for underground conduits:
ome of $1,500,000 for a Sltration plant; and ene of
$1,000,000 in connection with street paving, sewers,
sidewalks and other permanent works; $7,500,000
in all. The leans will mot be issmed for some time,
there bel no pressi ssity for the wmomey.
Before any loan is issued, & careful estimate of the
cost of the prepesed conduits and rvevemue to be
derived therefrom should be made. What would
be the object of purchasing the miles of conduits al-
ready comstructed by some companies?

NEW MONTREAL LOANS.




