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politan has exhibited proves that its constitution is 
sound and that the roots, the bus" .ess principles on 
which it is based, arc healthy.

HARTrORD FIRE INSURANCE COMPART

The improved conditions of fire underwriting last 
reflected in the 93rd annual exhibit ofyear are

the Hartford Fire Insurance Company. All such enter- 
prises must necessarily pass through the initial stages 
of comparative weakness during which the struggle to 

the confidence that brings business isasevere
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ing this sphere, 
career of well on to a century during which it has 
steadily advanced from one degree of strength to a 
higher, and in the period has paid loss claims to the 
extent of $79,000,000. The best eulogy of such a 
company is its record, and the highest assurance of 
its deserving absolute confidence is found in the 
business continuing to enlarge its resources even 
when unfavourable conditions have prevailed. Since 
1H97 there has been a succession of very " lean " 
years, for fire companies, indeed, disastrous ones 
it might be said, yet the Hartford, since 1897 has 
increased its total assets from $10,014,697 to $13,- 
443,560, an increase in 5 years of $3438,863. In 
that period the reserve for reinsurance was enlarged 
from $4,894 406 to $7,812,840. If the few years 
between now and the date of iti centenary arc 
favourable there will be such increases as will render
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that event a great celebration, forward to which, no 
doubt, the able President, Mr. Geo. L. Chase, and 
hi* colleagues, are looking with sanguine hopes.

During the past year the Company's assets rose 
from $12,259,076 to $I3,443i$60, an increase of 
$1,184484; the reinsurance reserve was raised from 
$6,798,504 to $7,812,840, an increase of $1,014,336; 
besides which reserve the Company holds $!,. 
199,565 as reserve for all unsettled claims. The 
surplus to policyholders stands at $2,431,153. Mr. 
II. A. Fronting*, who has the management of 
the Hartford's business in Montreal, being energetic 
and judicious, is maintaining the Company's high 
reputation and advancing its interests.
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The Metropolitan Life Insurance Company has 
won its way into confidence by strict adherence to 
all its promises, any departures from the terms of its 
contracts having been made in favour of policy
holders from a spirit of liberality. No life assurance 
comjtany could have written 6,976,651 policies with
out the co oiteration of its policyholders. With 
their assistance the Metropolitan in the last 10 years 
has been able to increase the number of its policies 
in force to extent of 4,156,791 and to raise its in
come from $13,307,811 in 1891 to $43,336,283 in 
1902. The policy claims paid in 1902 amounted to 
$11.397.333-

Trees, whose roots arc unsound, do not thrive at 
that rate, but such vigorous growth as the Mctro-
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