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Tue Goprricn organ factory was destroyed by fire on Sth
inst  Loss will be about $560,000, insurance $£37.000. The
companies intere sted are reported to be, the British Amer-
jca, Western, Phoenix and Sun.

A Fine Insvrasce Expeeer, as he calls himself, though
verank” would be a petter word, proposes that all policy-
holders withhold premiums for one year, in order to compel
the companies to reduce rates. 1t is certain that such a
cancellation of all fire insurance for a year would be great-
ly more damaging to property owners than underwriters,
in fact, it would paralyze and ruin many policyholders.

Srorrs oF A CHRISTIAN Natiox.—The following is a
newspaper description of & recent entertainment offered
for the delectation of citizens of this Christian country.
“Ryan stung and stabbed Carter until he had him bleed-
ing and pewildered, and then, with several well-placed
right-arm jolis on the jaw, tumbled the husky young fel-
low, now a bleeding mass of senseless humanity, to the
resin’”

AT PADDINGTON, recently, a fire occurred at a furniture
storing warehouse that did damage to extent of $1,600,000,
a large portion of which will fall on insurance companivg.
The warchouse was crowded with some of the most valu-
able furniture in England, much of it irreplaceable, bheing
family heirlooms  One can only wonder at guch premises
and such properties beine exposed to risk from fire. The
galvage Is reported to have been considerable,

Fire-Proor Woon is the subject of a very sensible re-
mark by “The Insurance Record,” which reads: “It is not
gurprising to find* that so-called fire-proof wood s com-
bustible, but the recent experiences confirm rather than
disprove the fact that intense heat is required to ignite It
Stone, brick or iron will disintegrate if the heat be greal
enough, but a fire cant start in such materials and, in a
Jesser degree, tehis is terue of fire-proof wood.”, Given
heat enough the whole universe would me It, or pass away
in vapour,

A Fixg Exanriy — A short time ago a man applied to the
Ogdensburg office of a life company for insurance, to be
made payable to his prospective wife The agent, on being
assured that the nuptials would be held very soon, agreed
to give the policy the date of the wedding day, policy to be
delivercd  immediately after the ceremony. It was, for
when the bridegroom turned about from facing the minister
he found a man holding out the policy for him to take:
“Go thou, and do likewise” {8 our advice to all contem-
plating matrimony

Sixare Presivw Poricies are too great a luxury to be-
come popular. The “Argus’ tells of one in the Mutual Life
of New York, the single payment being $263,160.  Another
in the Equitable Life was bought for §282.000, in return for
which the holder will receive $10,000 during his lite and his
heirs $2560,000. There is something decidedly pleasant in
knowing that a fixed sum I8 assured as a life policy with-
out any more payments to be made that it should be a plan
favoured by those who can afford such a policy. At the
same time events may arise to make a man's creditors anx-
fous to know whether it was not their money that bought
the one-payment policy

Tur Dasark or Crraviom i shown by an incident re-
lated in the House of Lords by Lord Saltoun A lady re-
lative of his was sitting within 4 feet of a fire when the
eollulold comb she was wearing in her hair became fgnited,
and she was very seriously burned. lLord Belper, for the
Home Office, made an interesting reply, pointing out that

it collulold is properly manufactured, and is free from im-
purities, it will not take fire except at a very high temper-
ature, indeed. It will smoulder at 440 degrecs Fahrenheit,
but it requires 660 degrees to cause it to burst into flame.
Where accidents have oceurred the Home Office belioves
that it is due to the impurities of the materials employed,
Celluloid is manufactured from a low grade of gun-cotton;
if the article is impure it is llable to undergo decomposi-
tion and to ignite npﬂnmnmusly An immense variety of
articles are manufactured nowadays out of celluloid, and
it plays a principal part in imitations of tortoise ghell and
horn.  Clearly, this is a substance to be kept at a distance,

AN INSURANCE AGRICULTY rIsT.—An interesting account
is given in “The Sun” Toronto, of the farm owned by Mr.
Willlam McCabe, managing director of the North Ameri-
can Life. The farm occupies 340 acres, 80 of which are
taken for an apple orchard,  The crop, this year, may yield
2,000 barrels, which, at $1.356, the price oftered, would
amount to $4.050, or $60 per acre Cattle for export are
being raised, 93 now being fed and 500 hogs are annually
ready for the market. The combination of successful farm-
er and life assurance actuary and manager {s very remark-
able, probably unique. This successful farm shows that
the same intellectual force and sound judgment which en-
sure success in such a gpecial sphere as life assurance arce
also effective in achleving excellent results in the pursuits
of agriculture,

INDUSTRIAL  INSURANCE—Some remarkable figures are
being compiled by Mr. John Farrell, of the Citizens Life
Office, of Sydney, with regard to industrial insurance. The
Anglo-Saxon race seems to be the dominant foree in this
business. In Germany thirty-four companies {ssued 2.500,-
000 policies for a total insurance of $125,000,000. In
Great Britain alone eleven companies have issued 20,000,000
policies for nearly $1.000,000,000, of which the Pru-
dential controls about 70 per cent. In the United States
fifteen companies have issued over 12,000,000 policies insur-
ing over $1.500,000,000. In Australasia the business has
hardly taken firm hold as yet, but the total results in
Great Britain, Ireland, the United States and Australasia,
are that 32,600,000 policies have been issued, Insur-
ing  $2.650,000,000, This {s a contribution to finan-
clal and insurance knowledge worth very serious consider-
ation, says “The Review."” The total of the figures quoted
by our contemporary amount to 35,000,000 industrial pol-
{cles covering $2,776,000,000 of insurance.

WHETHER A DEATH RESULTED FROM AN ACCIDENT or from
some disorder which supervened, was the question put be-
fore an English Court to decide. A man hurt his foot,
crysipelas set in and death ensued. Medical evidence
showed that this disorder is not a necessary or usual con-
sequence of such an accldent, whereupon the judge decided
that death was not the natural or probable consequence of
an accident, and the claim for accident insurance was dis-
allowed  On appeal, the Master of the Rolls said: “Al-
though it was improbable that erysipelas would supervene
on such an accident, and perhaps unnatural to expect it,
yet if the accident oceurred, or death resulted from the in-
jury, the applicant had done all the statute required in
order to be entitled to an award for compensation. The
point was—Did death result from the accident, or was the
chain of causation broken by some new cause intervening?
[ hold that death was the result of the accident”

How dangerous even a slight accident may be is also il-
Justrated by the recent death of a Toronto physician, Dr,
Spencer, who was attacked by erysipleas as the result of
a trifling injury, from which he died. Such incidents show
how desirable it is to have an accident insurance poliey.




