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• The Quiet Hour » Î

A Large Prayer. vl. A Chain of Conse* 
quencea. No a.—With a Possible Break 

Ephesians. Ill I4-2i.

By anna mes.5 The first consequence of the granting of 
this large petition is, the abiding presence 

things that God approves.— The life is more and companionship of Jesus Christ—“Christ
than food (y 2$) Therefore God’s giving dwelling in our hearts by faith.” The

Again a sordid soul asks Jesus for judicial the greater is a pledge that the lesser will not natural and direct consequence of this
decision, and he gets a picture that makes * be lacking. companionship is, that the immeasurable
his ears tingle and his covetous heart tremble.   love of our Di« ine companion shall more and
We can dismiss the question and take up the "Beside the Still Waters.” more fully open up to us, till its breadth and

Warning Against Covetousness. - Why What a blessed privilege it is to linger be- ,en8th and. dePth and heighth shall be our
such a warning > Because an abundance of side the ‘"still waters” in the rough, wild evey-extending field of intellectual and ex- 
the things coveted does not enrich life A journey of life It is the sweet resting-place perimental knowledge, and consequence No. 
man may own sky-scrapinp buildings and yet where w, sit at the Master's leet and look 3 ,becomes our actual experience—"we are 
his life may he pitifully low and mean He into his holy face. It is then that we forget niled with the fulness of God." 
may have full barns, hut empty soul. Notice the long journey over the lonely mountain . Every word ln lhls Prayer 18 wor,h wel8b~ 
the abundance of this rich fool: lands, build- and through the dim valley. What do we ,ng* and every *n ltle c^a*n 's worth fil­
ings, fruits, goods. Notice his aspirations, care about the shadows through which we sPecl.*n8‘ *n our own case, there is a
To benefit his community? No. To be a have passed, or the dangers that meet us on fla”,ln \ny !lnl‘ ol the chain' thc succession
blessing to his country? No. To enlarge our way ? We are sale here. The din of the shal1 be broken.
his mind ? No To help neighbors ? No. great world around us comes so family to /ust_, ln front of consequence No. a is
To leave a blessing to posterity ? No. To our ears that we do not mind it. It almost pulnt‘d °“1’ ,n a l,hrasc of * words. a
tickle his nerves; to concentrate the product seems like far away music while we linger in P°aslble fadure in the succession. What 
of : II his acres into his own maw. He was the valley of blessing. Here the wild tem- damaSe an“ failure would have been pre­
ss earthy as the earth woon inhis own fields, pest cannot come Here is the tieace which venled' *11 do"n the ages.il due attention all 
Thc one lived to eat crude dirt; the other to is as deep as the oc ean, as high as the a',,n8 had bee" paid to this note of warning, 
eat the sublimated products of dirt. heavens. Here is the rest that makes us , une sh,orl, ')hraf of s,x words-

W«v Covetousness is KoousH.-The strong to go on again when the Master says, . Ul us lo.ok at ,he P* 
man was not a fixil because he was rich. He “Go in |>eace.” immense significance,
might have been a beggar who dreamed Beside the still waters. O how still and r00,.i K'ou*d“i « Uvt, may be able to
covetously of full barns a full stomach as the placid ! Not a single rough wave upon comP'ehend what is the breadth and length 
acme of happiness and hisraukas a fool would them. Not even one White sail was ever and depth and heighth of the love of Christ,
not have been lowered one whit. But it took wrecked upon their placid depths. Eternal whlch passeth knowledge.” The very word-
a man who got the things he coveted to teach calm silvers them over with its brightness. 'P* ", lhc l,a5,aBe compels the inference 
us unmistakably the lesson that they are The white moonlight glorifies them by night, ‘h»1; lf rooted and grounded in love, we 
nothing in the presence of the soul's eternity, and the sun when the fair day ling.rs. No , ” able ■“ comprehend.
To the poor covetous man it always seems storm-cloud ever mirrored its dark shadow . 18 lhl8 the case ? Is it true that one who
as though he would be sure not to make a in their depths. has °een strengthened with might by the
fool of himself if riches were given him How we love to linger for just a little vcr)1. 8Plri.t of God, so that the abiding com-

Covetousness of worldly things exclusively time ! How brave we are when we start Pan‘onship of Jesus Christ has begun to fill 
is foolish, because, as the finale shows, it is toward the western hills again I How gladly bis heart with joy and his life with sunshine,
one-eyed, and sees only this very small pan and willingly we take up the burdt n once may fad cn,lrc|y of the culminating conse-
of life here, but is blind to the greater part, more, and go out into the great wear, wo,Id ! ^,ent” lbat ou*hl to develop out of such
It is like a man carrying a |ic»ter spoon from “Beside the still waters." Just a little bks8ed PO’""' and privilege? Is it true that
a burning house and leaving a gold watch touch of heaven, but enough to give usa hc may M-er all prove unabh to reach out 
behind. To be worldly-wise is to be hint of what awaits us when the journey is lnl° the higher lessons of ti e unsearchable- 
eternally foolish. What would have been the ended. We shall g tin the greater “still ness of the ove ° Ghnst, and so fall quite 
wise thing for this rich glutton ? Socialism? waters” soon. Only a few more mountains 8horl °f the overflowing fulness of God in
Mho knows? Philanthropy? Yes. A to climb, only a few more rock wastes to h,s dady difficulties, andlive a ltfe of failure
recognition of his fruits as God-given ? Surely; pass through, then we shall rest beside the ln8t=*d victory? a life of actual blight in- 
and of his responsibility for the best use of «'still waters" eternally.—Christian Ir.telli- 8lead ,?f overshadowing blessing to all
them. “ Rich toward God ” meant helping gencer. around?
the poor, meant using his means to culti- ______________ That this is sorrowfully possible is proved
vale his mind, meant enlarging his life. ‘Neath the Shadow of Thy Wing. by lhe history of lhe Ephesian church, for 
You notice the emphasis is put on “ life. " whose enlargement this prayer was first
“ Life ” is the thing, not “ barns and goods." K' CHARLOTTe raniy. offered ux That the strengthening with
In the vocabulary of the wise “ life is more UhDen ,hf shadows darkly gather might by His Spirit was given may be fairly
lïanH mCa-rh ,,ht? ,-rnh00dh ? n'T ‘T A-TlMEX °'
clothes. The full life, not the full barn ; the Threaten me to overflow ; them in Key. III. That the indwelling
rounded powers, not the rotund abdomen; Then, O Father, give me shelter companionship of Jesus Christ kindled their
largeness of soul, not breadth of acres; "Neath the shadow of thy wing. love into a flame that burned with a world-
immortal greatness not porcine littleness - Let me learn the blessed lesson w'de brightness, is made plain in the
that is the message of the Master. That, behind the blackest sky passage, but the glorious consequences thus

Explanatory Notea. The sun of love •» lining, made possible to them they never attained.
Dind, a, insane, ,v , j). jewbh £ «r'n^k 7™"* W'

usage gave the oldest son a double share of Neath the shadow of thy wing. slruck the note of warning which they
the estate, and the remainder was equally lUrting sweetly in thy keeping, • ?k„ hû .«“k"*
divided among the others. As comparatively Folded safely in thy love, lhe ,lllml1: ole stretches of the love of Christ,
little of the property was in money, there was No evil can come near me, and fightit g the good fight with
often occasion for difficulty over the proper No trials can me move, increasing measure of the fulness of God,
division—Man (v. 14). Af. address im- Wl^n I creep into safe shelter they left the > first love and fell from their
plying rebuke.—ALL covetousness ( v. 15). ca e * a ow ° y winy' first works. They proved unable to com-
«a»C( vU*il6)! ^Attention haï”beenTâlled’to

the resemblance between this man and Nabal vnur affwtinna and thought th ' m overflowing on all around from a pereunial 
(, £**. 25 )- fool ( v 20 ). Four different V y°Ur suPPly of ■? lhc Alness of God.
with a similar meaning are used in the New er _s ; t Ha<ii ” C°n U *>ra^* I» not this danger point worthy of careful
Testament, and this is one of the stronger consideration lest we be like unto them ?
ones.— Rich toward God ( v. 21 ). Rich in , exPenence makes one grow old so Rooted and grounded in love, that ye may 

-Lesson, Sept. ,6, Luke „ :Golden fasl as s.truSg'lng keep down the voice be able to comprehend. Net rooted »nd
Text. - What shall it profit a man if he shall ol conscience. No one can do this with- grounded in love, unable to comprehend,
gain the whole world and lose his own soul?— out wasting the strength of his life.— Let us study tbe figure, and so reach up
Mark 8: 36. e Dunning, to the truth it contains. The activity of a "
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The Rich Fool.*

BY JOHN COWAN, D.D.

41age, and note its 
“That ye, being

an ever-
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