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BROCKVILLE PRESBYTERIAL.

The twenty third annual meeting of
this Presbyterial met in Lyn on Mon-
duy and Tuesday, May 25th and 26th.

The evening session on Monday wae
.+ devotional one, the exercises being
led by Mrs. Beach, of Lyn. The ad
dress of welcome was delivered by Mrs.
Cummings in a few well chosen words,
and sreplied to by Mre. McLennan, of
Brockville. After listening to the re
ports of the various auxiliaries and
bande, which were most encouraging,
cach embodying a vein of hope, a solo
iy Miss McNish, of Lyn, was heard with
pleasure.

On Tuesday morning, after the devo
tional exercises and hearing the report
of the last meeting, the election of
officers for the ensuing year was pro-
ceeded with, resulting as follows:

President, Mrs. J. Dowsley, Prescott;
vice pres., Mrs, McLeunan, Brockville;
Mre. J. H. Merkley, North Williame
burg; Mrs. McShane, South Mountain;
Mrs. Beach, Lyn; Mrs. Sinclair, Lynd-
hurst: treasurer, Mrs. M. C. Gibson,
Morrisburg; corresponding  eecretary,
Mrs. Fleming, Prescott; recording sec
retary, Miss Ralphia Stitt, Spencerville.

A very cordial invitation was extend-
ed by Mrs. Gilmore, from First church.
Brockville, for the next meeting of the
Presbyterial. This was accepted.
afternoon’s session was open
a responsive service led by
arrell, of Brockville. Mies
Craig, General Secretary of Indiaun and
Chinese missions, was introduced to
the Preshyterial and tendered a
hearty reception by the ladies.
opening words were taken from Pealm
10: “Thy people shall be willing in
the day of Thy power,” showing how
thece words ancrcased our opportuni
ties and power. She talked most in
rerestingly of the work among the Jews,
which is practically a new work for
the W. F. M. 8. Her description of
the work among the Chinese in West
ern Canada was full of interest and
information to all her hearers. In
closing she asked if now, that doore of
opportunity are opened, are we willing
to do our part, eaying with Mordecia
of old, “Who knoweth whether thou
art come to the kingdom for such a
time as this.” Mrs. McShane, of South
Mountain, gave an excellent report of
the annual meeting of the general so
ciety held in Toronto, May 5th, 6th and
/th. Mrs. McDougall, of Spencerville.
read a paper in which the present need
of mission work was #fully portrayed.
The question drawer was ably handled
Ly Mrs, Hyndman. A pleasing mission
land exercise was a bright and agree
able feature. The money, $1,800, was
dedicated in prayer by Mrs. Walton,
Brockville.  The president's closing
vords were full of helpful hints and
words of encouragement. A Tresume
of the year's work wae given aund the
progress noted and commended.

The closing session on Tuesday even
ing was ost interesting. The devo
tional exercises were conducted by
Rev. Pocock, of Lyn. A brief congrat-
ilatoiy addrese was delivered by Rev.
Ferguson, of South Mountain, who was
present as representative of the Brock-
ville Presbytery. The keynote of his
addiess was perseverance in the face of
ditticulties, this being hie solution for
the success of the W.F.M.8. The fea-
ture of the Presbyterial was a most in
teresting address on the Northwest Mis
@ions by Miss Craig. This was illuetrat-
ed by views and all cam
fawiliar with this impnr‘um pn'lL of
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GO AND DO THOU LIKEWISE,
BY REV. E. W. WATSON._

The parable of the good Samaritan is
one of the best known of all the par-
ables, It comes &0 natural to us to call
the Samaritan good that I suppose we
have scarcely ever stopped to ask our-
selves why we do so.

The Jews hated the Samaritan eso
much that the lawyer to whom Jesus
epoke this parable would not say that
the Samaritan was the true neighbor of
the man who fell among the robbers,
but said in a roundabout way—He that
showed mercy on him. And it is wor-
thy of notice that our Lord, who might
have told the story differently (if 1t was
only a etory and not a reference to some-
thing that had occurred and which was
known to most of the people there) and
made the Priest or Levite prove a true
neighbor—chose a Samaritan,

It is right to call the Samaritan good,
because Jesus told the lawyer to go and
imitate him. The good man in the Old
Testament days was the one who did
no evil. The law condemned the man
who had sinned, who had done some
thing forbidden. “The soul “hat sin
neth it ehall die.”

The sinner whom Christ condemns is
the man who has done no good. It is
the priest, and the Levite in this par
able who paseed by and left the man to
die. It is the rich man who left Lazar
us to die at his gate and dig nothing n
save his life. Tt is the servant = ho kid
his Master's money and did not nse it
in his Master's interest.
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There are many in tl‘ present day
who eay they have done no evil, but it
will condemin them at last because they
have done no good. Now, no man can
be called or cousidered good, whether
he is a Christian i name or not, who
does not in some way show his love for
men by doing them good. The aew law
which Ohrist gave to His disciples is the
law of love: “By this shall all men know,

that ye are my disciples if ye love
one to an other., A mnew com
mandment give 1 unto You that ye

love one another as I have loved you.”
Aud so St. Paul wrote that “Love is the
fulfiling of the law,” and St. John
tells us that if anyone loveth not his
brother whom he hath seen cannot love
God, and that such an one is not a child
of God.” Therefore love is the supreme
thing in life and life is given to e that
we ay learn to know the love of Christ
aud to love Him in return and keep flis
commandments, We know that to love
Him is to obey Him, for we remember
His words: “If ye love Me, keep my
commandments,” and when we love
Him we shall learn to love all for whom
He died. From this parable we learn
how our love is to express iteelf in deeds
of mercy. Christ bids His disciples to
give alme and he aesured them that
their acceptance at last would depend
on the zeal they had shown in feeding
the hungry, vieiting the sick anq wel-
coming the stranger.

The firét errand on which our Lord
sent hie disciples was to heal the sick.
No rule of life can be more certain than
thie, that we are bound to relieve the
eufferings of men and we are sure that
he who can look on suffering unimoved
and do nothing to relieve it (if it is pos-
sible to do so) is not humane, _

Even the heathen would do this in a
case of special distrees, but ordinary suf-
ferings were treated as part of the natu-
ral order of things and the sufferers
were neither pitied nor helped.

But in the Christian hearis, pity is
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Philanthropy—the loving servce of
man-—is not to be a kind of amusement,
but one of the regnlar occupations of our
lives. Tn the time of our Lord, Chrix
tians had to content themselves with
helping those who were the victime of
cruelty and wrong, as the good Samari
tan did; but now the Spirit of Christ
teaches ne to go farther and to use the
power we have to put an end to oppres
@ion and cruelty, to keep the highways
clear from robbers, to close the saloons
where men are robbel of their man
hood as well as of their money.

Prevention is better than cure, It is
better to have a good fence at the top
of a wprecipice than a hospital at the
bottom,

We must do all we can to help and
save vietims but we must take care to
prevent any more falling into the dep'hs
of crime and misery,

Christian love wilk hurry most eagerly
to remedy the evil which we feel ought
not to have happened.

But when the sick have been relieved
and everything has been done that science
and loving care can do for them—then
love will lead us to seek out the cause
of the sickness that it may be prevented
in future so that others may be saved
from suffering,

.

The command to care for the sick and
suffering is as divine as ever and must
alwaye be obeyed but that is an element
ary lesson—easily learned and not suf
ficient to satisfy the hearts and minds
of Christians today. As the early Christ
ians learned that it was not enough to
do no hatm, but that they were bound
to do good to feed the hungry and clothe
the poor, we have learnt that we ought
not only to do these things but to pre.
vent the pains of hunger and the misery
of poverty from ever being felt. The
first Christians could not do this for
many of them were slaves” and had no
power to change the customs of the time.
All that they pould do was to relieve
the victims, td rescue as many as pos-
sible and to mourn over the dead, Of
the power of politics the early Christians
had no control, they had no influence.
But this power is now in the hands
of all and the lives of Wilberforce and
Lord Shaftesbury show us how it can be
used to put an end to wrong and misery.
¥t enables us to ascend the stream and
cnt off great evils at their sources,

80 as Christians we cannot be content
simply to do our best for the victims
of oppreseion, but we must do our ut
most to put an end to oppression it-
self.

Now, we are our own rulers and it
i« in our power to alter the laws and
we ought as Christion men to do all
we can .o secure that God's will shall
be done, that poverty and suffering may
be prevented as far as possible, If the
Christian Church were only to unite to
fight the evil of intemperance it would
be able to prevent a great deal of crime
and poverty and when the Christians
of Canada and the States have deter-
mined that it is an evil thing to license
men to sell to others that which poisons
their blood and rots.them of health and
leads them to ruin in this world and the
next—then that evil will cease and sure-
ly it is time that it did so.

If we are to imitate the good Samari-
tan therefore we must as Christian men
and women use all the means in our
power to educate publMo opipion so that
great reforms may be carried out and
that evildoers may not only be punished
for doing wrong but saved from doing it.

lord commanded His disciples to
heal the sick first and to give alms, but
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