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T ht Nature of Divine Forgiveness.

By George Mathcson, D D
"I have alnned agit I net heaven. . . Make 

me aa one of thy hired servante But the 
father aald: 'Bring forth the best robe and 
pul It on him.' 8t. Luke xv. 18.19 and 22.

There are no degree* In forgiveness. There 
are degr ee* In the holiness that follows for­
giveness; but pardon must be oerfeet at It* 
birth. Forgiveness rent ores each man to the 
place he had before he fell. If the prodigal 
had been a hired servant previous to his fall, 
he would have been made a hired servant 
again. There would have been no sting In 
that: It would Have Involved no stigma. But 
to make him a servant after he had been a
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Returning From Captivity.*
Itual movement stimulated by the spirit of 
Qod. There are two classes of people—those 
who were to go to build the house of Ood. 
and those who. while remaining, were to as­
sist by their contributions. "Even all whose 
spirit Qod had stirred up to go up to build 
the house of Ood. which Is In Jerusalem," 
“besides all which was willingly offered." 
The Second Exodus wps therefore a more 
spiritual as well as a more ecclesiastical 
movement than the first—It was an election 
and selection In a deeper 
who took part In this movement were stirred 
hv patriotism and religion; they longed to 
worship Ood In the land of their fathers. 
Some ’ ho were well off In Babylon preferred 
to stay there and give money, but the leaders 
of this movement gave their souls: they 
sacrificed the material to the spiritual; they 
sought first the kingdom of Qod. Out of 
their effort, which seemed to the politicians 
of the day to be so small and mean, there 
came the highest blessing for the world, for 
they maintained the life, the testimony, and 
the temple until the Christ came. W. O. J.

This has been well called "The Second 
Exodus,*’ for It marks a new epoch In the 
life of the Jewish people; It Is the creation 
of Judaism, strictly so-called, and brings us 
to the last stage In the long preparation for 
the coming of the Christ. Almost two hun-

son would have perpetuated the pain of 
memory. Nothing Impedes my progress like 
the remembrance of a dark yesterday. When 
the page Is Already blotted I am apt to blot 
It more. T lose heart: T say: "It Is already 
tarnished: what does It matter now?" If I 
am to get a fair start, it must be a bright 
start -a start with the ring and the robe. It 
will not help me that you lift me from the 
far country If vou give me a place second to 
my firmer self. That second place 
yesterday, and I should walk by Its dark-

dred years before the Northern Israelites 
who were taken captive were "lost," that Is, 
scattered among foreign peoples and ab­
sorbed.

sense. The men

Some to-day are spending their 
strength In the vain attempt to find these 
"Lost Ten Tribes;" that, however, ts a mere 
fnd. which has no support In solid history. 
\ portion of the Hebrew race was lost, but 

the purpose and promise of Qod could not 
fall hence when the Jews wore carried cap- 
t’ve It was a different case. Though there 
was so much that was impure In the nation's 
Vf-', mnnv had reached a higher stage of 
rrliglous life and come to ••ee more clearly 
the mwintrg of "Moses and the ropheta." 
T’hese people were taken to the great city of 
Pahvlon and formed a separate community.

It would dog my footsteps; It would 
never let me go. I should not feel that

wa.1 'inworthv of me. below me. I Should 
always be fingering my tlcket-of- leave. I 
should never he able to soar for the remem­
brance of the Irons; memory would clip the 
wings of hope.

Therefore, O Father. I am glad thait the 
robe has preceded my merit*. I am glad 
Thou hast clothed me In oeauty before I 
dr served It. I am glad Thy smile ha* not 
waited for my well-doing. It Is only by Thy 
smile I ever shall <to well; the white robe of 
Th> Christ alone will keep me pim>. Qtve 
me the morning star—the star ere work be­
gins. Give me the music and the dancing 
of Thy house In advance of my labors. Give 
me the light of Thy countenance when I 
still untried, unproved. I would no-t seek to

-<$>—

Cut off from their city and temple, they fell 
h -ck upon their sacred books: they collected 
their

In Me Y« Shall Have Peace»
literature and established what we 

would call Bible classes and prayer meet­
ings. and there began a Bible Influence which 
continues unto this day. Whatever contro­
versies there may be about Mosea. Exra cer-

Long days and nights upon this restless bed 
Of dallv. nightly weariness and pain!—

Tet Thou ate here, my ever gracious Lord, 
Thy well-» town voice speak* not to me In

"In Me ye shall have peace!"

The darkness sesmeth long, and even In the 
light

No respite brings with It—no soothing rest 
For this worn frame; yet In the midst of all 

Thy love revive*. Farther, Thy will 1* best 
"In Me ye sh ,11 have peace!"

Pleer cometh not, when most I seem to need 
Its kindly balm. O Father, be to ne 

Better than sleep; and let theee sleepless

Be hours of blessed fellowship with Thee. 
"In Me ye shall have peace!"

Not always seen the wisdom and the love; 
And sometimes hard to be believed, when

Wrestle* with faith, and almost overcome*. 
Yet even in conflict Thy *ure word* sus-

"In Me ye shall have peace!"

Father, the flesh la weak; fain would I rise 
Above its weakness Into things unseen.

L'f. Thou me up; give me the open ear 
To hear the voice that epeaketh from 

within—
"In Me ye shall have peace!"

Father, the hour I* come; the hour when I 
Shall with theee fading eye* behold Thy

And drink In all the fulness of Thy love.
Till then, oh speak to me Tiy words of

"In Me ye shall have peace!"

The above lines were found among Dr. 
Horatlus Bon&r’s papers after his death. It 
I* believed they were the last he ever wrote.

talnly went forth with the book of the law 
In hi* hand. That which came forth In the 
Second Exodus was more a church than a 
tribe or nation. To the hlsto Ian of that 
dny *urh a movement might seem small and 
Inrimiflcamt. hut we can see that It was 
ef Immense Importance to the life of the 
world We have already seen how Ezekiel, 
a nrophet who resided among the captives, 
phoored and comforted them. We must re­
member also that In those days of sorrow 
.Tfremlah’s words began to hear fruit. The 
time came, though long after h1s death, 
when his promise* of restoration an-1 revival 
could be appropriated by a living faith. The 
"Second Isaiah" brings the great message 
of comfort, and mentions Cyru* by name as 
the Lord a Shepherd and Messiah, ordained 
to deliver this people. That was not an ac 
ceptable message to the more bigoted Jews: 
they would naturally have preferred a Mes­
siah of their own race, but godly men had 
crace to accept a deliverance, which came 

different from their expecta- 
• here recognized aa a fulfll- 

of Jeremiah's prophecy. Thus the man 
most despised and rejected, speaks

Th^r smile I would receive it unwon; I 
would win by 1t. Let Thy favor outrun my 
day Let Thy pardon come before my 
Ing. Do not put me on hire. Do not take 
me on probation. Send out Thy light be­
fore all things; make me glad ere Thou hast 
made me good. When I am clothed In Thy 
white robe I shall seek the far-country no

!

A Secure Position.
\

"Keep yourselves In the love of Qod," says 
91. Paul to his converts. For It la not so 
much what a man puts Into himself a* what 
he put* himself Into that make or unmakes 
him. No sovereign remedies are ever given 
with a teaspoon. You can bury a man under 
a tiny mound or miniature hillock, but It 
need* a lofty mountain to lift him out of 
dyspepsia and nervous prostration Into the 
perfect condition of a son of Qod. Religion 
Is not a nauseous drug to be taken under 
compulsion of necessity and wHi. a ehudder 
of the spiritual rrarture, but a deep In-bre&th- 

What many a 
skeptic and doubter or misanthrope needs 
Is not so much a proof text a* a new point 
of view and a new atmosphere. One cannot 
flghi malaria with a vial or a pill. What 
I* needed is to get up Into the height* and 
breathe oaone. The bevt way to kill sin Is 
to cultivate piety. And so we come back to 
the Pauline prescription for the soul that 
has become consc ious of Ita declining vitality 
"Keep yourselves In the love of Qod."

In a manner
tlons. (1) It tfl

who was
after he ta dead, and 1* recognized a* a true 
piophet. (2) It 1s recognized fiat a heathen 
king may act under a God-glvei. Impulse, and 
be, in a very true sense, a servant of Qod. 
That may be commonplace to us, but to the 
Jew It was a new revelation. To them the 
action of Cyrus wa* an acknowledgment of 
the Qod of the Jews as the true and living 

IL would have been well In other 
If the zeal oils could have remembered

• Ing of celestial vitality.

Cod.

this great truth, that all kings and empires 
under the sway of heaven. (3) Though 

this was a political movement under the 
sanction of the Emperor, It wa* also a apir-

-f>-•Sunday-school Lesson for August 27th: — 
Ezra I., 1-11: Golden Text—"The Lord hath 
dene great things tor us, whereof we are 
ylad."—l’aalm 126, 5.

The man w<ho la dead to the 
what It means to die; the 
easy that on* can [
Know what he la doing,

world know* 
process I* not so 

rase through it and not

You may take the greatest trouble, and, 
by turning It around, And Joy» on the other
hi.l.
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