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humbly to protest against this injustice, and to say thatthis gentleman has a right to be heard "

An even more intense silence fell upon the people. The

who h^n'^h"''
speechless, gazing upon the little womanwho had thus broken every tradition of the community

in lifting her voice in a public assembly and who had

tmaeJ Jnrnf ^th '''"I!
^"Knized as the autocrat of thevillage and of the whole countryside. But the Rector
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°'"' ^°°<' '"«"<> and neighbour de-sires to address this meeting," he said with a courteousand elaborate bow, "and I am sur. by training and tradi-

an of'u: wiirh^7r''t'j'!,°' t'"^ ^°' I ^^ confident thatall of us will be delighted to listen to her. But the aucs-tion in hand is not quite so simple as she imagines^ It

dark^corS.°^
""'"'•" '^'^ "'^ ™''^ ^8^'" f™"" 'he

thJllf.'**"'".'
""^^^^^^ fiercely in the direction from whichthe interruption came.

""iv-n

ft,lT''^
^^^^^ l" 'l^.

"'^"^ "^^y ''oes he shrink intothe darkness ? Let him come forth
"

Ag.iin discretion held the interrupter silent

„.,„„ ti,
y°"—yon^.si/." continued the Rector, turningupon the evangelist, "if you desire—"

ruining

But at this point there was a sudden commotion fromthe opposite side of the room. A quaint dwarfish fi^r?

"Mv -^on"" hi'
"^/'^''-.^"-Ped up to the ^Iff^Jm!

side "^alW 2 • ^'^"'P "^^'"^ "''= J*'^«<»- to one
th.u J •

?'^', '"y ^°"- Y°" have done well. Now Ishall deal with tli.s gentleman " i^ow i

The owner of the misshapen body had a noble heada face marked with intellectual quality, but the gHtter inthe large blue eye told the same tale of mental anarchvStartled and astonished the evangelist backed away from

upon hlr '' ""^'"'' **"" '^°"''""^'l »° advanc"

rlJ;™Vil' ?'^^ ""^ '''^^'^' "'^y ^hat right do you pro-claim the divine message to your fellowmen ? Have youknown the cross, have you felt the piercing crown, do you


