
vin PREFACE

They not only as time went on better appreciated the
supreme value of leadership in war, but the necessity,
not less indispensable, of complete preparation and
sound administration. The lesson of the Days of
Adversity was the danger of entrustin;? rather to
mechanism than to mind, and the failure which attends
crudity and haste. By 1916, and not a little owing to
the serious checks met with in the East, that lesson
had been brought home. Then, slowly at first, but
steadily, the tide turned.
Here the flow of the tide is lollowed in the succession

of events. The first decisive breach in the hostile front
occurred in Mesopotamia. It was emphasised by the
Turkish-German debdcle in Syria. Then in quick
succession came the Bulgarian rout in the Balkans and
the Austrian overthrow in Italy. The wind-up was
Marshall's brilliant victory at Kalaat Shergat.

Various personal and other narratives of one or
another of tnese campaiims have appeared, and few are
without their interest. The aim in these pages has been
to set out faithfully the teachings which the campaigns
embody and to elucidate their relationship, and the
reader must judge as to how far that aim has been ful-
filled.

E. D.

London, Oct. 1919.


