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Vonoriible Hoad of llie Churdi continups tho mild and pntcriial ^ov-

iTiiniciit of Ids pivdcccssots

—

his pcoplo are liappy, whilst his hite

siihjects, wrosli'd h'oin him 1)}' his c'luMuics, alrcacly j^roan Uiidcr a

heavt taxation, aiul see tiuMr chihhvu coiis(!ii])ted to iill up the

armies of tiio so called Kinf>' ot Italy.

It is sail! that the Po|h> heiii^ Head of the Cliiiich should not he

a temporal sovereign. '1 his ohjcelinn cannot he nrj^ed by those who
have to swear to- the supremacy of the (iueen of llngland both in

Chnreh and State.

'riiero is no prince in Europe whose title is more legitimate

or more ancient tliaii that of His Holiiieiss the Pope. We may
trace his temporal possessions back to the time when the early Chris-

tians sold their houses and lands, and broucfht the price of the things

thvy sold and laid it down at the feet of the Apostles. "And dis-

tribution was made to everyone according!; as he had need." [Acts.]

For nineteen centuries these pious donations have poured iii from

all parts of the known world to the treasury of the successor of St.

Peter.

We claim, lliercforc, for the Holy Father the continuance of the

free and indisputable ri;^lit enjoyed oy his predecessors in tlntadmin-

istraiioii of the laws and iiovernmont of the States of the Church.

And lii'iiii; thus fr(>e and iiidependent in bis own States he can exer-

cise his spiritual jurisdiclioti over the Catliolic Nations and {)eoples

of the earth, and be accessable to them.

In all tt'nii)nral moiiarchies a freedom of action is accorded the

soverei^fus, by which they can exercise iheir royal p re ro<i:a fives

lhrou:fhout the sj)here of their respective dominions; audit would
be a crime to depriv the duly constituted auth(n'ity of its just riij^ht.

ibil as llu' Soven ii^ii Pontill is sj)iritual ruler of the Catholic wnrld.

—

of an empire einbraoin<!; llu' vast number of 20(),000,(i00 of souls,

scattered tlii-ouuhoiU the whole world, it is rii,dit, and even necessary,

that, in bis si>irituiil domain, a similar freedom of action should be

accorded him; and, if it be uidawfnl to deprive a rei;^niMjr pri n-e of

any part of his rij^htfu! inlieritance, we maintain that it can neither

be lawful nor constitutional to deprive the Holy Father of any part

of his temporal power, or of the territory that he legally and justly

holds in trust for the Church.

Nevertheless, it is manifest to the world that armed bands

of freebooters and ruthless men, aided by some {governments and
abetted l)y others, invade the hallowed soil ot the Pontifical teritory,

cruelly put to the sword unoiiei)din<j citizens, and thirst with the


