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At the confluence of the Ottawa River from the north, and
the Mattawa River from the west, is a distributing' centre of the
lumber trade, very picturesquely situated, and of ,^^reat interest
from a geolo,<,ncal point of view, An historical fact equally
interesting, is, it was here, in 1615, the noted Champlain left

the Ottawa River, (on his search for the short passa.i^e to China)
on finding its course was from the north, and followed :\Iattawa
River \'alley and Nipissing Lake to Oeorgian Hay. 1-rom here
the proposed Ottawa and (Georgian Hay Shii) Canal will leave
the Ottawa, then following the valley of the :\Liltawa River, and
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a valley or depression in the land—once the presumed outlet of
Xipissing Lake—will enter that lake. In Mattawa the Hudson
Hay Company and other merchants have general stor,-s, where
hunting parties can be ]irovisioned, canoes, guides, and all re-
quisites pertaining to a properly equipped expedition, procured
without trouble. Mr. Colin Rankin, late I'aclor of the Hud-
son's Bay Co. for this district, resides in Mattawa—a gentleman
well-known throughout the Ottawa Valley ; who is a fund of
information and story, and knows the country well, bv canoe
and otherwise, from Lake Superior to Labrador.

After breakfast, procured at any of the hotels—of which
there are several—the train is boarded for Temiskaming. And

15


