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ACRE, II lii'iil mi'ii"'"!'. fiTiniTly of iinccrtnin

quanlitv, ami (lill.TiiiK i" v;irimis l.ails ot tlif

country, 'ivas ivdii.rd t.. a staiularil l.y hdwiirtl 1.,

about 1305. Ill l«24 til.' slaiiilanl ai'io was urUercil

by stututf to contain 4''<-1" .^M'l''-'-
y"'''*-

ACRE, Acia, ancii'iillv I'lolinmis, in Syria, was

taken by tlic Wararrns in (.^.S ; by the criisailcrs

under Baldwin 1. in I lo.) ; by SaliuUu in 1 1.^7 ;
""d

again by Uiiliard I. and cthrr crusaders, 12 Juh,

IIQI, after a sie^e of 2 vears, with a U.aa of (1 areh-

bishops, 12 bishops. 40 earls, :;oo barons, ami 300,000

ioldiers. It was tlwn •.laiii.il .S^ Jkui d An;. It

was retaken by the Sar.i. .'lis in I2f)I, when (k),000

Christians perished, and tiie nuns, wlio had inanjiled

tlieir faces, were put to d.ath. Acre was gal-

lantly defended bv Di.'zzar I'aelia against Ibuia-

parte, till relieved bv sir Sidmy Smith, who

resisted twelve aUempts bv the i'reneh, between

16 March and 20 May, 171)9. when H'.ijaparte

retreated. Acre, as 11 Turki^ll i.aehalie, was seized

27 May, 1832, by Ibraliini I'arh 1, who had revolted.

On 3 Nov. 1840, it was stcrined by the allied Heet

under sir Kobert Stoiit'cid, and taken after a bom-

bardment of a few hours, the Knyjitians losing up-

wards of 2000 in kilb'd and wounded, and 30OO

j.risoners, while the Hritish bad but 12 killed and

42 wounded ; see Syria and Turkvy.

ACROBAT, from tho Greek («/.)(/«, extremity,

ArtJMO, Igo), a person who does ditticult feats, rope

dancing, &c. In the iqih century, Farioso, indme.

Saqui, eig. Uiavulo, were celebrated. The French

acrobat, Jean Fr.in(;oia Uravelet, t opularly called

Blondin, born in 1824, bes;an his perforniiinccs

when five vear.s old. See Ni'iyani, 1859; Cry.stal

Palace, 1861-2. His last performanee was at liel-

fast in Aug., 1896, He died at Niagara house,

Ealing, London, 22 Feb., 1897.

ACROPOLIS, the ancient citadel of Athens,

built on a rock. Near it stood the temple of

Minerva, the Parthenon, which see. Other cities

had similar fortresses.

ACTH OF PARLIAMENT.

ACRO.STIC, II |ioem in which the firBt or 1hh4

haters of eaeh lin.', lead .b.wiiwar.U, b.rm .1 w>«a

,„• wiitenee, is i-aid to have been invented by

I'oiphvrius (IptalianuK in the 4tb eeiiluiy. Double

airosli'es l.eianie verv popular 111 18I.7.

ACS olt ACZ (llun^fii'.v). The Uiingananrt

under (ii.lKrv weiv dHeated liere by ^lie Austnans.

and Itiissialis, on 2 anil 10 July, l>'<4'*-

ACT OK .SK'n'I.KMKNT, *;•'•,; "V vifm-wu/i,

.SiiririKii/ii, iSii/)iimiiiy,ni\i\ I'Hiliininly Avl.i.

Thi: I'l 11/ Si III, iiinU |ia>siil in iC','. wlii.li «.iiiiril to

various pitsoMH tin' p..»s,'ssi..ii »ni.rii'il.-.U-sliites ot

Irish iul.1 Is, was re|i.'aliM l.v :ie.Maiiiatl"ii l.y the I iirlia-

iiii'iit siiiiiiiioii.'.l l.v ,l,iiiii.» II. ill .May, I'iB'j, anil iiiiiiK

inMiiscatii.ii i.r the (.loirrly ot I'l.iUslanls eiisiml.

Till' ael was list.. ivil hy Willian. 111. iV-

ACTA DIUKNA; see .V, »-.v"/"
'••

ACTA SANCTORUM Caetsoltbesaints-),

a work lH');un bv the Jesuits. 'Ibe lii»t volume ap-

peared in l().n:'the puldieation was interrupted 111,

i;()4, whin 54 volumes, briligiligtt|e

15 Uetober, bad been jiublished.

sumeil liv tiie .Jesuits in 1837

work down to

I be work was re-

and (. uiore voluiuea-

Imd beeii i.ubli^bed ill 18I.7. The wiiti v.s huvo

been naiiieil JI„/liiiiili.s/\ from Juhii lU.Uaiid, who-

publisbed the tiist two \i.himes.

ACTINOMKTKR, an instruinent to ineasMre

llie lii'iitinj.- nov.rr of the solar .ays, invented by

sir John V. Hers, hel, and iieserilivd by biiu in 1825.

Otliers have sinie b'.'eii invented. See .S«/(.

ACTIUM, a promontory of A.arimnia, W.

tireeee, near whiihwas fouj,'irt, 2 01 3 Sept. 31 U.f.,

the battle bitw.eii the tteet of Oetavius t'a'sar, and

that ot Mare Antonv and t'leoiiatru, wliieb deeideil

the fate of Antonv ;"300 of bis friilbys going over to

C'le.sir. This victory made Oetavius master of the

world and the Koiiian empiri' is commonly dated

I Jan. 3011.C. (the Jilitiii J-^m). 'i'hc com|ueror

built Nicopulis (the city of victory), and iustituted

the Actian games.

ACTON RURNEL, "r Shrewsbury. At tin.-

parliament held here by Kdwiir.l l.,Oct. 1283, tho

'•statuteof men bants" against del. tors was enacted.

ACTONIAN I'RIZE, see under Mmjtij

lllslitllliiili.

ACTON MURDER, see Trmlx. 1880.

ACTRESSES appear to have been unknown to

the ancients, men or eiiiiui hsi.erlorining the female

iiarts. Mrs. Colmail was the lirst KiigUsh liublie

actress; she performed the part of hiiithf in l)ave-

nant's " Siege of Kliodes," in 1636. Victu)-.

ACTS OF THE APO.STLES, supposed tc^

have been written liy Luke in continuation of hi*

Ciosjiel. it terminates A.l). 6^.

ACTS OF PARLIAMENT, on Statutes,
.s.c rui-liiiiiiciit and fSliitiilct. The loUowing arc-

among the most celebrated early statutes:—

rrovisioiis of Mi'i-lon, 1235-6.

Btatulc of.MarH.orough, 1267.

,, of Uinaiiiy, 1275-6.

of (lloui..'ster, the earliest statute of whiuu any it-

coiil exists, 6 Edw. 1. 1278.

„ of Mortmain, 1279.

Quo Warranto, (let. 1280.

Statute of .Merchants or Actou-Buriiel, 1283.

Statuti's of Wales, 1284.

! ,, of Winclicstcr, Oct. 1284.

,, of Wcstiainster, 1275, 1285, 1290.

Statute forl.iilding the levying of taxes withoui the em-

j

.sent of parliaiai'iit, 1297.

I „ of Pneiininire, 1306.

,
Statutes lii-sl i.rintf'l in th? reign of liirli.inl III., i^R;,

Statutes of the llealm, from Magna Cbarta lo Geoige I,,

printeil from the origiiiiil records ami MSH. in 12 vols.

folio, under the directiou ot couimissiuuers apj^oiutsi

I

iu 1801, 1811-28.

Tliu statutes )iasHi..l dii

printeil annually In
.Vl.stiacts are niveii in

Heiwecn 1823 ami i8.i<;,

an. I 44J n jicalcil In |.i

Nolidatioii of till. Ui\\>
i'.a'i ; of these ads,
bug.', an.l 225 to In
ohsolctc stat'.ites (eiia.

rei.eah.cl.

liy llie Statute Law l(..\

wholly ii.|ii.iili..l, an.l
similar actn siiici. pass
hiivii licen ivpealcil, 1

of .Merlon. 2u llcurv I

" Alts of pailianicni al

lord Dioiinhiiia ,j |.',.|

Tlic lMtei|irct,itioii Act
1410 ai'ts (passed lictwi

wholly repealed, 1^67.
"Chronological Talile ai

end of 18O9," piil.lisl

1883), lUllilislied i,S84.

I'llhlieation of th.. ie\is,

1878); 18 Volllliies pill

Heport of .s..lect iinut
lislieil .luly, 187-,.

New eiliti.in of the revi
Sliiliih.i.

Short 'rules Act pass.'il.

Agitation for iinpnivi.nii
The gieatest imnilier ot

since iSoo was 570, ii

were local ami persona
In 1841, only if wen
of wliicli two were

]

of the lirst ten vi.ais

l.ul.lie acts. In'tlii. t..

iiiiiiil.er ofa.ts, of jiul.

The ninnl.er nt' inililU: yen
in 1852, 88 ; in 1853, 13
1856, 120 ; in 1857, 86
iSfio, 154 ; in 1861, 134
18O4, 121 ; in iSi.j, 127
iS68, 130: iu iSOy, 117
1872, 98 ; in 1S73, yi
1876, 81; in 1877, 69 ; i

19 ami 48 (new iiariian

62; 1S84, 78; 1885, 80;
i838, 66 ; 1889. 76 ; 189
73; 1894, 60 ; 169s, 44 ;

Acts in ojieratioii ; 75 vol
reiiorteil ; Dee. 1892.

ACTS, in dramati,'
the Komans. Fice act

(Art of I'oetry) as the 1

ACTUARY, Ac'j
couiitant. The Listiti

1848, ^)ublishe8 its pro
Magazine." Inteiiiati
May, 1898.

ADAM AND EV]
Bible, 4004 B.C. ; see C

ADAMITES, a se<

130, and to have bee
hgious assemblies, nsse
sinned there would
Their chief was named
elements, rejected pray
cessary to confess t'liii

this name arose at Ant
under Tniidemus or T

I

;000 soldiers and othei
It became e.xtinct soon
but another of the sail

appeared shortly after
Vieard. a Flemiug, rev

[about 141S; it wussupp

ADDA, a river N. 1

I
after defeating the Fren


