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Prefatory Note. The Rev. Dr. Burns spent the closingyears of his active ministry at Hahfax. He was by b rth a ^cofsman. the son of an eminent Scottish divine, the Rev RobeABums D.D., latterl/one of the Professors of Knox CoH^^e Toronto. Young Burns early made up his mind to devote hfs life tothe ministry of the gospel. Distinguished as a student he madehismark at an early stageas a preacher, as a lecture? as a S,memissionary and as a pastor. He exercised his ministry wkhdistinction m several congregations, his closing years of acTvework being spent at Halifax where he had provedTmself em?nently useful not only in Fort Massey Church and' n th^ city a^dm the Province of Nova Scotia but in all the sea prov nces and^nOnteno and Quebec. Dr. Bums was a soundVologlan profoundly versed m the history of the Church in all its branches
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' ^'^^etive reply can be made to this admir-able historical presentation of the case. It has been felt thatthe Lecture being out of print, is a distinct loss to the student ofhistory who desires to obtain a correct view of the course of

disciSiorxvtmtT^ratitr^^:^^^^^^^^^a thi mLir^' ^' ^ ^^^^^^ p-^"^^-' tha?too Tt ^cloud the mental vision of sectarians. Dr. Bums was a Preshvtenan with as generous and broad an outlook as John Calvfn htmself who was willing to cross seven seas to promote the un Si
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