
INTBODUOTION

** Patrl«rcb%" made iim of thdr praatife, conrmiiided

them and ovanrMbned them, m that at preMnt th«e
** Patriardia ** aia nothing more than the nnctona oi

"aod^f** a nndana alnady awaUowad np, aa an

American haa Mid.

It ia a feet that the femOiea who are deacanded

from the real fivandera of the United Btatee, who have

goiealogical treea, coatM>f-arffls and proofii of long

eodatenoe^ have giten way to tiie millionairea. The

narrow PnritanioB and conaerratiTe apirit common to

theee old ftuniliea placed them in a porition of in-

feriority in the atmggle for power and money. Thay

are now ezpftriendng that effkcement which eeems to

be the lot of the ariatocracy ererywhere.

What ia called ** lodety " in Amwica ia by no meana

an idle daaa. Like the xt^xp^ haurgeoitie in France,

it ia compoeed of lawyer^, doctors, financiers, and mann*

factnrers. It forma a kind of Fanboorg St Germain

whidi ia more difficult of access and more ezdnslTe

than tbia class of society in Europe at preaent

To be or not to be a member of << society ** is of

more interest to an American than the ** to be or not

to be** of Hamlet, for the American is the most

materialistic person in tiie world. He does not trouble

about doing well, but about << doing quickly.'' He
works, builds, and constructs for himself, and not for

his diildren. As soon as he has won in the strui^le

for money, he throws himself into the struggle for

position.

In order to get admission among the ^ite of his

country, the new millionaire gives extraordinary enter-

tainments, wpeskd'' ' uge sums of mon^ in j^esents, and

employs strata^ .as which would supply comedy witii

some very amusing scenes.


