
inoiirpny«««<>r>>>aidtoRidtmMnrtim«. lUy.lW Qoi.tt Mg!y.lii«t«.tt> dayt Jimp-
iM» Hi itrtv. to mitigste. as far at in « fJmJOiaiaumlmtmamtat. .Ttottew ttf Hip
taken fay oar dmr aon. Cardinal Hartaiaim. ArcUddwp of Criopw, at irtwaa raqiat it waa

armiiBwl that Frwich mr Bdgiaii priwta dttaiaad in G^naay rfwJd hayttiia tw^mant of

offlem, caT* ua gnat aatiafaetion, and in haw «in«Md ourj^uka to Um for liia a^^
"As i«nrdi Bdciuin, w« liaTe ben informad diat tbe taitlifnl of tliat nation, ao iordy

tried, did^ ne^wit. in ttieir pietjr, to toni towarda na tiMir tim^tk and tliat «««n ondw
tlM blow of ao many calamitiw thty tnopoaad to aathyr «iia yw. aa fai •HJR*»*^,J'**».
the offeringB of StIWr, whi.* siippiy tite neotaaitfi of the ApoatoOic See. tUa ttnfer Com-
parable proof of piety and of ittachmmt filled oa with admiration: w «««*'* *"?.™.SP
Stetion that is due from a gratefbl heart; but having regard to thep^ul poritiMi inwhidi

our dear eUldien an plaeed, we eannot brir •: oumhraa to favour the fulfilment of that prmeet,

noble though it ii. If any alma an to be gathered, our wi»h ia that tiie money «^m te

entbely devoted to the succour of the Belgian people, who an aa iuuatiioua by reaaon of uair

nobiUty and thdriW as they an to-day worthy of all sympathy.

"Amid the diffienltiea and aczietiea of the present hour we would rnnind the sons «*o
an 80 dear to us that the arm of God is not shortened, that He is ever able to save, that Hia

""
"'Let the hoi^'of Divine aid increase with the approach of the faatival of Cbistmaa and

of the mysteries Aat cdebrate the birth of our Lord, and recaH that peace wWdi God prodaimad

to manldnd by Hto angds. , ^ . <.

" May the soub of the suffering and afflicted find comfort and oonaolatwn inthe asauranee

of the paternal tendemeas that prompts <»ur prayers. Yes, may God take pity upon the

Bdgian people, and grant them the abundance of all good.
. , ^. -_^ ,

"As a pledge of theae prayers and good wishes, we now grant to all, and in the Itrst piaee

toyou.Our dear son, the Apostolic Benediction.
. „ ^ . n r a-

"Given in Rome, by St. Peter's, on the feast of the Immacubte Ckmception of Our Lady,

in the year MCMXIV, the first of Our Pontiflcato."

"BmniDiCT XV, Pom."

One last word, my dearest bnthnn. At the outset of these troubles I said to jrou that

in the day of theliberation of our territory we should give to the Sacred Heart and to the

Blessed Virgin a public testimony of our gratitude. Since that date I have been able to consult

my oolleaguee in the Episcopate, and, in agreement with them, I now aak you to make, as soon

aa possible, a fresh effort to hasten the construction of the national basOiea, promiaed by
Bdgium in honour of the Sacred Heart. As soon as the sun of peace shall shine upon oar

countiy, we shall redress our ruins, we shall reeton shelter to those who have none, we mul
rebuild our churches, we shall reconstitute our libraries, and we shall hope to crown tiUs wow
of reconciliation by raising, unon the heights of the capital of Belgium, free and Catbtdie,

that national basilica of the Sacred Heart. Furthermore, every yew we shall nirte it oot

duty to celebrate aol«nnly, on the Friday following Corpus Chrisu, the festival of the sacred

H^ftrt

Lastiy. in every region of the diocese the dergy will organize an annual pilgrimage of

thanksgiving to one of the privileged sanctuaries of the Blessed Virgin, in order to P*X,*^*?*'
honor to the Protectress of our national independence and universal Mediatrix of the Chriattan

commonwealth. , „ . , . ^x. j
The present letter shall be read on the following datee—on the first day of the year and on

the Sundaya following the day on which it shall severally reach you.
, . , ^

Accept, my dearest brethren, my wishes and prayers for you, and for the happiness oi

your famfiiw, and receive, I pray you, my paternal benediction.

D. J. Mbrcikb,

Archbishop of Malinea.
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