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into existence will reveal their relationship, if 
any, to one another.

The objects of a labor union are to raise the 
wages, shorten the hours and better the condition 
generally of its members.

But what are wages? When a worker hires him
self to an employer he agrees to work for him, 
that is, to give him a portion of his time and 
energy each day in return for a specified sum of 
money. Hence it is seen that to shorten hours is, 
by decreasing the quantity of time and energy 
given, equivalent to raising wages and may be 
included under that head. Similarly, as wages 
are. in the long run, not the actual tnoney but the 
“living’’ which that money will buy, the better
ment of conditions generally may also be included 
in the general term wages.

We find, then, that the object of the union is to 
secure for its members a betterment of wages. 
Wages being, superficially, the sum of money, but, 
in the last analysis, the living, in exchange for 
which the worker delivers up to his employer for 
a specified time his physical energy, in other 
words his power to labor, or, briefly, his labor- 
power.

Obviously this living must at least be sufficient 
to keep the laborer alive from day to day, other
wise the supply of laborers would become rapidly 
exhausted. Furthermore, on the average it must


