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which report she shuddered and turned away her face.

But all she said was: " He was a kind man to me, but

otherwise, I fear, very wicked."

We spoke of the Chinese jar, that had contained tliat

great treasure of diamonds and precious stones my

uncle had rent away and stolen from those he privily

slew. Idonia said it had been seized upon by the party

of soldiers that had searched the Inn, and that the

Queen had confiscated it to her own use, as indeed sh."

was accustomed to keep whatever prizes came into her

hands, without scruple of lawful propriety. " W hiHi

was the occasion, I fear, of some sharp passages betwixt

Madam Nelson and her husband," said Idonia, with a

smile
" she being for his boldly demanding them of

the Queen's Sec. .tary, as pertaining to my dowry but,

he stoutly dis£o.idng from such a course, and, I hol.l,

rightlv. But in either case I would not have kej.t

them,' knowing as I do how they were come by; an.l

although the loss of them leaveth us poor."

I was of her mind in that, and said so. However,

we were not to be so poor as we then supposed
;

for

besides the jewels which Her Grace had possessed her-

self of wi^^ her slender and capable fingers, there was

afterwards discovered a pretty big sum of money her

guardian had laid up, together with his testament ami

general devise of all he had to Idonia Avenon, whom ho

named his sole heir. This we learned from the attorney

in whose hands as well the money was, as the will.

which himself had drawn; who. upon my solemn attes-

tation, and the witness of Captain Tuchet, admitto.l.

and procured it to be allowed by the magistrates, tii.t


