International

interest

in attempt

to improve
quality of life

Large number
of Québécois
everywhere

in the world

;vand the expertlse of the “French—speakmg

North Americans” in areas such as health,
forestry, agriculture, hydroelectnc power,
fisheries, co-operatives, education, admin-
istration, communications, management,
arts, culture, sports and many others. .
Moreover, several industrialized coun-
tries are following, with much more in-
terest than is generally imagined, the
efforts made by Canada and Quebec to
build a dynamic society in which the idea

of the “quality of life’” holds an ever-larger

place. It would be a mistake to think that
the problems of language duality, Amer-
ican economic domination or union strug-
gles are the only issues that attract
attention abroad. The three million immi-
grants who have settled in Canada since
the end of the Second World War are the

proof to the contrary.

Ties proliferated

Such a mutual interest, with all the new
means of communication and transpor-
tation, and the growing number of ex-
changes, have already brought about a
proliferation of international ties such as
the Lesage team could hardly have ima-
gined at the beginning of the Sixties.
Premier Bourassa’s visit to Tehran and the
agreements signed with the Government of
Iran in 1975 are a striking example. The
people of Quebec have truly rounded a
corner and acquired a taste for things
international.

Until very recently, missionaries were
the largest group of French Canadians
living abroad. The only others were Qué-
bécois who had emigrated to the United
States, servicemen and a limited number
of diplomats, intellectuals and students.
Now, in addition, there are advisers, tech-
nical experts, businessmen, artists and
professional people of all sorts almost
everywhere in the world, especially in the
United States, the West Indies, Mezxico
and French-speaking countries. Québécois
from various backgrounds are participating
directly in international life and discover-
ing it to be a source of cultural stimulation
and professional, material and psychologi-
cal satisfaction. Contacts abroad are now
an established fact. Moreover, these con-
tacts are seen by the vast majority of
Québécois as an indispensable element in
their individual and collective progress.

'Aside from exchanges with the United
States, and to some extent with France,
international exchanges are a relatively
recent phenomenon for Quebec. Very few
societies, however, have succeeded in so
short a time in participating directly in so
many areas of international life, beginning
with tourism, which for a great many
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to them that we should seek the .,
or the “content” of Quebec’s inte

activity.

Not detrimental |

Of course, this activity, while it s
Quebec cause, has not, for all thg
detrimental to Canadian foreigy
That policy was in real need of ani
of “Frenchness”. Quebec’s inte
activity in the Sixties disturbed, ¢
and -even traumatized many
in charge of Canada’s foreign po
fact, it produced a salutary eﬁ’ect,L’El
events of the following years demong:
both on relations with francophon
and institutions in the French-s;s
community, and —need I emp

- with France and Belgium.

It is remarkable, though ng
gether surprising, that Quebec natif

_has exerted so little influence on

relations with the United States
other areas of the world, particular|
America. Where the United Stated;
cerned, Ontario and British Columt
often shown a more open nationaliz
have Quebec and the Maritime Pr
which wish to obtain American I
investments in order to create j&
reduce unemployment. It is more§
tions with France and the French-sg
community that Quebec s feeling ofi¢
hood has given rise to much debateﬁ
The efforts by the Liberal ¥
Premier Jean Lesage following theb
election in 1960 to put Quebec on}
ternational map were accompaniex%
great deal of fanfare, especially th
tion of the Department of Federal {
cial Affairs in 1961 (which becalz}u

-Department of Intergovernmental2

in 1967), the opening of the Generﬂs
gation in Paris in 1961, and the con“.
of cultural agréements with Frie
February and November of 1965.
the governments of Johnson (14
Bertrand (1968-70) and Bourasst
76), these official activities were €€
to new sectors and to other counfé
well- as to international instituti?
conferences. They now influence an
many social classes in Quebec. Wg
proliferation of exchanges at all le%
are witnessing the institutionaliz
Quebec’s international activities. "}

There is no doubt that the P4
bécois government of René Lévesf




