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It is well, therefore, that it should once again
be clearly stated that while this bill does not, regardless of 
circumstances, commit the government to conscription for

* C*v»Y
overseas service, parliament, by this Mil, is placing it 
within the discretion of the government to impose cons­
cription for service overseas, if, in its judgment, the 
needs of the situation as they may arise should so demand.

May I Buy the*fa jRhis is one of the reasons why

the government has been ready to allow to hon. members on 
the second reading of the bill, the fullest latitude to 
discuss from all possible angles, and on all possible grounds, 
the question of the application of conscription to service 
overseas, and has not sought, in any way, to curtail the 
debate. It would be unreasonable to suppose that a like

timeopportunity could be afforded at any other
some future time, it became necessary in the judgment of 
the Administration to apply conscription for service over­
seas, that step, it is to be presumed, would be to meet a 
situation which would permit of little, if anything, in the 
way of debate. Debate would involve delays at a moment when 
time had become a vital factor. Knowing that this is likely 
to be the case, had the government sought to postpone debate 
on overseas conscription until the hour of an emergency, hon. 
members might well have complained that on so controversial


