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Gas: a, so ur sto ry,
by Stizuue Luddpn

.hie LacgePOle blow-out introduced Aiber-
tans ta thie hazards of hydrogen suif ide. The,
Bhopal incident left thernrshaking in their
boots.

Paywnight Raymond Storey had run-ins
with this gas as well. "An oul cornpany com-
rmssiaed ime to make a safety education
film qçi sour gas. At that time they told me
how deadly this compound was. Later, when
-1 was researching my play, these samne Idi-
vidualssaid that there was no danger because
they knew wbat they were doing."

This is one example of the contradictions
and exaggerations which Raymond Storey
encountered as he researched his play
Somehing in the Wind.

The play examines the conflict which
arises between a ranching family and a multi-
national oil corporation when a saur gas well
is moved into the neighbourhood.

Storey spent six months interviewing
ranchers and oilmen in southern Aberta in
preparation for the eighty-minute play. Says
Storey, "There was plenty of passion on both
~siqY.

"The ranchers firmnly believe that the gas
wells are making their kids sick and killing
their livestock. They're worried. Yet, when 1
spoke with the ailmen, they would look at.
mie and say, eIf 1 feit there was a possibility
that the Plant emissions would- give me
cancÉer, would I live here andi expose my kids
ta that?' »

As Storey discovered,the saur gas well was
a great source of tension in the community.
"Brothers weren't speaking ta sisters; mat-
niages were srained ta the breaking point.
People sbaak wth rage as they expressed
thefr opnions!'

Yet another issue cloudeci the affair.
"Tlhese people are incredibly attached to
their landi. When I asked-them wshy tbey
didn't move they told me,'My lând is more
important ta me than the air 1 breath.'"-

Sorey is animated as he discusses the dif-
ferent sides of the-argument. He stands up
and paces as he explains, punctuating his
conversation wlth gestures.

LAMB

Vet S torey does not lose sight of ecanomic
and political realities. lThe oil companles
broutght Alberta into the twentieth century.
Before them there were no paveci roads in
this provnce and inadequate medical care."
Labelling the efforts of groups like Green-
peace as irresponsible, Storey warns against a
sirnplistic solution ta the problem- -.

Storey believes that there is a solution, "if
we can send a man ta the moon, we can
make plants which are totaîly pollution free."

When asked wIiy this technology isn't
being implemerited, Storey an$wer,"lt cos
money ta retool plants. It costs jobs ta close
Plants down. 'm not tilki(g about fat corpo-
-'ýte.bosses oiling themselves on the Medi-
terranean. Inumerable little towns' econ-
mies rely on the existence of a saur gas well."

Having written the play in the hopes "of
shaking people out of their lethargy and ta
let them know just what is costs ta live in this
saciety. Perhaps they will then pressure the
government into looking further inta thîs
situation."

Storey is frank about the manner in which
he has treated this topic. It is always easier ta
sympathize with the individual. in the course
of this play the individuals frequently con-
tradict themselves and distort reality. I fol-
lowed the whole story through until emo-
tion cornes into play, once emotian cames
into play that's when it becomes, in a sense,
unfair because your sympathy cannat help but
go ta samnebody who is concerned for a sick
child."y
Storey is satisfied with his portrayal of bus-,
iness and the ranchers. He admits to prob-
lems insofar as the government protrayal
went. "*It was hel on wheels ta figure out
what they were talking about. For example,
they tak about serving the peaple but they,
don't talk about the people."

In the endi Storey shakes his head "you
really begin io wonder what the truth really
is. 1 don't think anyone reall knaws. .. .

1Something in the Wind opens Thursday,
january 23rd at Theatre Network.
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Noé, These catwt are open ta U of A tudns saff and guesta.
NEW DESIONTED DRIVERS' PROGRAN. AbsoluWsy na minore admfted.

Age ID requed.

A CHI ALPHA MMMk. 2=
ln conjunction with

Delta Gamma, Pi Beta Phi
Ceres & Kappa Alpha Theta

presents

The 4th Annual Air Guita
&Cabaret

MUSIC BY GRYSTAL SOUND
SUPER CON(éERT PACKAGE

Advance -Tckets, $4S0Dm r$500
Tickets Apeiable in C AB HUB and

from Club Members
Entrants! Phone Steve at 432-1333

Oedfine Jan. 28-

I *Secretary Secrétariat
of State d'Etat

Participate In The
Second Language Monitor Program

A monitor is a post-secondary student who enroils full-time in
an institution (usually in another province) and, at the same
time, hetps a second-language teacher for 6-8 hours per
week, e.g., an English speaking student would study in French
and aâsist a teacher of English.
Quatifications: Completion of at Ieast one year of post-
secondary studies. Candidates must be fluent in their flrst
Ianguage. Knowledge of the second language is desirable.
Peniod of Employment September 1986 - April 1987
Salary: $3,200.0
Closing Date: February 28, 1986
For An Application Form Contact

Office of the Coordinator
Second-Language Programs
Department'of Advanced Education
lth Floor, Devonian Bidg., East Tower
11160 Jasper Avenue
Edmonton, Aberta
T5K OL1
Telephone: (403) 427-5538

This program is funded by the Department of the Secretary of
State and administered by the Department of Advanced
Education in conjuntion with the Council of Ministers of
Education, Canada

À Cotncil of Minisiers conseil dvsni;I ~
of,,Educalion, Canada de r'Edlucalon (aaa


