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Orators Two
Twas at the Literary Society dinner o! the Uni-

versity of Toronto iast week. Sir Wilfrid

Laurier and Sir Alan Aylesworth were the chie!
orators. One -spoke on Phases of Democracy, the
other on the Empire.

Sir Alan delivered a good oration. xie is one kinci
of orator. He built up the Empire and caitied upon
the audience of six hundred, students and faculty
and guests, to admire it. He looked as plain as a
prophet. His baldness o! head and smoothness of
face; his wry, solemu visage; his curlous contortions
o! countenace wben he quot,-ed !rom the Bible--fie
Book o! Job and o! Ruth, with sobs appropriate--
"Where thon goest, I wili go." "oehough He slay
me, yet will I trust in Hlm."l

And to put it porlitioally. Tbougb the mother
count3ry make tbungs bard for the overseas dominions,
stick to the Empire, wbich ls Âlmigbty.

The Borden Government couid have wanted no
lottier endorsation of their attitude towards the
Empire. And the audienice at that dinner heard
Sir Alan, the learned, legal lumlnary at bis beat in
building up) his ethies o! Empire. It was a revival
of the good oid days wben a dinner ciration meant a
thesies et to the key o! G sharp munor and delivered
with all the rotund, artificial devices o! the man
who practices oratory by listening to himself with-
ont usdng the lookung-glass. They say o! one very
eminent European conductor that he rebearses eym-
phonies alone in a room, witb mirrors on the walis.

Sir Alau neyer uses the mirror. Being a trifle hara
o! bearing he probably doe flot know quite whal.
his voice sounds like. But be delivers bis able
thesis with admirable effect, you hear every syllable
bo gpeaks, and you know you are listening to an
ora.tor o! the old school who la a scholar and a
thInker, and could be hea.rd to advan'tage upon any
plat!orm by the most critical audience In the world.

Sir Wilfrid is different. His oratory ls not new.
He bas been ýat it for more than !orty years. Tbose
wbo had heard a great many o! the oid chie!tain'i
best speeches declared this to be one o! hie very
best. He spoke about democracy. This is nothing
new. Sir WgIfrid bas for a long while been "a demo-
orat to the bUlt."

But be was not speaking politically; was not
tbunkiag o! Ottawa, Hie was not considering mainly
the big-wigs, the professors, not the newspaper re-
porters, nor Sir Wilfrid. lie was conéerned cbtefly
with the students.

"~My Young friexids," ho calied tbem every once
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